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Winston H. Taylor

BIRMINGHAM, ALA.--Bishop Bachman G. Hodge, 67, leader of The
Methodist Church's Birmingham Area since 1956, died Thursday, Jan. 5, at his
residence here,

Death followed several months of failing health, but Bishop Hodge
had remained active and made his last public appearance Tuesday night,
January 3, at a conference on evangelism.

Funeral services were scheduled for Friday, Jan. 6, at First
Methodist Church, Birmingham.

Elected to the episcopacy in 1956, Bishop Hodge was assigned to the

Birmingham Area, which includes North Alabama and Alabama-lest Florida Annual

Conferences.

Born Feb., 21, 1893, in Talladega County, Alabama, Bishop Hodge was
a graduate of Birmingham-Southern College and of Candler School of Theology
at Emory University. He began his ministry as an Army chaplain in 1917 during
World War I and attained full conference membership in 1923 in the Louisville
Conference. His pastorates included Woodlawn Church, Birmingham; associate
at First Church, Birmingham; Settle Memorial, Owensboro, Ky.; Crescent Hill,
Louisville; Belmont, Nashville, and Centenary Church, Chattanocoga. He was

Nashville district superintendent 1939-44.

Ha had reraived honorarv doctorates from Kentucky Wesleyan College,
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Birmingham Area, which includes North Alabama and Alabama-West Klorida Annual
Conferences,

Born Feb. 21, 1893, in Talladega County, Alabama, Bishop Hodge was
a graduate of Birmingham=-Southern Coliege and of Candler School of Theology
at Emory University. He began his ministry as an Army chaplain in 1917 during
World War I and attained full conference membership in 1923 in the Louisville
Conference. His pastorates included Woodlawn Church, Birmingham; associate
at First Church, Birmingham; Settle Memorial , Owensboro, Ky.; Crescent Hill,
Louisville; Belmont, Nashville, and Centenary Church, Chattanooga. He was
Nashville district superintendent 1939-44.

He had received honorary doctorates from Kentucky Wesleyan College,
University of Chattanooga and Emory University.

Bishop Hodge was elected in 1960 as president of the College of
Bishops for the Southeastern Jurisdiction. For the general church , he was
a member of the Board of Hospitals and Homes and of the Board of Missions.

Survivors include Mrs. Hodge and two daughters.
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BACHMAN G, HODGE was the last
of our alumni to be a Methodist bishop,
his election transpiring at the Lake
Junaluska Jurisdictional Conference in
the early summer of 1956, Again I
had the honor and privilege of being
a lay delegate from the North Alabama
Conference, Bachman was a delegate
from the Holston Conference, where he
had been stationed for twelve years as
pastor of Centenary Church in Chat-
tanooga, He was born at Renfroe, Ala.
bama, February 21, 1893, He received
his Bachelor of Arts from Birmingham-
Southern in 1917 and his Bachelor of
Divinity from Emory University in 1921,
I had the honor of handing him a Doctor
of Humanities diploma in June 1957 when
I was concluding my second term as
president of Birmingham-Southern, When
1 assumed my first presidency he was
associate pastor to the late distinguished
George R. Stuart, pastor of the First
Methodist Church of Birmingham, Bach-
man joined the North Alabama Conference
in 1921, having served during the pre-
ceding four years as 2z chaplain in the
United States Army. Among his distin-
guished assignments were pastorates in
Owensboro and Louisville, Kentucky and

Continued on page 11
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Belmont Church in Nashville, Tennessee,
He had been alsoc district superintendent
of the Nashville District. After serving
as bishop of the two Alabama Conferences
he passed to his early reward on January
5, 1961,
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Bishop Bachman G. Hodge, president of the Southeastern
Jurisdiction College of Bishops and resident bishop of the
Birmingham Area since 1956, died at his home in Birmingham
early Thursday morning, January 5. Although he had been in
failing health for several months Bishop Hodge was active until
the time of his dealh.

Funeral services were held at the First Methodist Church
of Birmingham on Friday afternoon with Bishop Clare Purcell
in charge, assisted by Bishops Roy H. Short, N. B. Harmen, Mar-
vin Franklin, and Paul Hardin, Jr., Dr. Harry Denman, general
‘ sccretary of the Methodist Board of Evangelism, and Dv. Den-
! <on N. Franklin. pastor of First Methodist Church, Birmingham.
! Buarial was in the local Jefferson Memorial Gardens. Survivors
¢ include Mrs. Hodge (the former Mary B. Buckshaw of Birming-

ham); tv-o daughters, Mrs. Perrin Q. Dargan, Spa-tanhurg, § C,,
¢ and Mrs. Alivred P. Rogers, Chattanooga, Tenn.; a:so three broth-
ers, three sisters, and six grandchildren.
~ Bishop Hodge, a native of Alabama who veceived his edu-
calion at Birmingham-Southern College and Einory University,
was elected a bishop in 1956 and assigned immediiteiv to the
Birmingham Area. He was reassigned for a secord quadrennium

1961

at the 1960 Jurisdictional Conference. During his administra-
tion the two conferences of the Area have shown notable prog-
ress. Special projects which engaged the energies of the Bishop
were the .Methodist Home for the Aging, the hospital program,
and the conference workshop program. A major and consumming
interest was evangelism. The deepening of the spiritual life of
the Church was his constant concern, and it was no mere coin-
cidence that his last official act was participation in a conference
on evangelism.

Bishop Hodge served some of the leading appoiniments of
the Southeastern Jurisdiction, including Centenary Methodist
Church of Chattanooga, from which he was elevated to the
episcopacy. Honored with membership on many connectional
boards and commissions, his passing brought many glowing
tributes from church leaders across the nation. The Methodist
Christian Advocate joins the thousands who have known and
loved Bishop Hodge as a dedicated churchman, pastor, and un-
derstanding friend in expressions of affectionate sympathy to
surviving members of his family. His life of devout and dis-
tinguished leadership is an abiding inspiration, and the memery
of his gentle spirit will grow more radiant with the years.
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SUPPORT SUSTENTATION!

A guick perusal of the 1960 North Alsa-
na Conlerence Journal reveals the fact that a
t1essingly large proportion of the pastors still
feive a salary considerably less than the $3300

as the minimum salary goal for 1960-G1. The
stenlation-Minimum Salary offering goes far

meet Tinancial problems faced by these
derpaid ministers.

Dr. G. M. Davenpori. Executive Secretary
ithe Commission on Town and Couniry Work,
s given the Conference devoted leadership :n
sing this voluntary olfering for many years.
¢ Advocate 13 coniident that he will find
{hodists ready and willing to give vigorous

Christ! Those who make such a dedication find
life full of promise and advenfure.

Bishop Gerald Kennedy. who as president
of the RMethodist Council of Bishops is giving
rare spiritual leadership to the Church, has
warned thal we either move forward spivitually
or we retrcal: we grow in grace or we deter-
iorate. He told this interesting siory to the 1960
General Conference:

“In a shack al the ed:2 of a liftle town. a
stranee hermet lived alene He had with-
diawn Toom hie and theiow peonle who knew
about 1im 1egarded hum as a hitle crazv, But
his story was an interesting one. He was a bhoy
al the time of the Civil War and his father was
proed of lun, He was to go into the prosper-
ous family business and hns father could not
tinnk ot him going info the wtmy So ke bought
a <ubsiiate — a mar 10 serve in the boy's
place When the war was over. the men began
{o come back to the village. and {hey all re-
turned  escepl the subsidule. Ye had been
kiitad  This boy wirned in upon himself and
gradually withdrew from hrfe. He stopped see-
ing people and became an eccenlric hermit He
said something that could have been lus epi-
taph: ‘I died when I received my exemplion
papers’,

“No man is exempt. No man can seliie down.
Life is a matler ol dwelling i 1ents, because
our God moves aboul . We die when we
deny Han, and we live when we go with Him.”

It 1s fine to make New Year's resolutions.

But for Methodista this year—and every yvear—all
resoluirons should support cne grand dedicahion:
Josue Cheysl is Lord in all ¢f life fur all of life.
“Bring Torih the royal cdiadcwy and crown Hmm
Loid of &7L7

BEGIN WITH EVANGELISM!

“Proconn! Witnnes and Pyangelism” is pro-
perly the fust of the "mujor emphases” wiuch
male up the cwrvenl gurennial  program,
“Evangelis{ic pas<ion has heen the heart of the
Methodist movemeni,” deelared the 1960 Gen-
eral Confarence 1t is the dynamic which under-
girds and motivales all other endeavors included
in the Nine Major Emphases.

Continues the General Conference state-
ment: “Once again we are coming 10 recognize
that sur most sacred privilege as Christians is to
share with our family and {riends the inestim-
able blessings which we have received in Christ.
We call upon our people to juin us in an evan-
gelisiic outreach by personal witness.”

To this evangelistic emphasis has been assign-
ed the two months before Easter of this year
(Febnuary and March). Bishopr Kennedy, who
leads in tlhas phase of the overall program, looks
to {he weoelr belore Easter (dlarch 26-Aprit 2)
as the elimuctic poriod of ingatlering of new

j’lli/l S)O/.’(’ll ..9]2 o[,OU?

A PERSONAL COLUMN BY THE EDITOR

CHRIST LIMITED OR CHRIST THE LORD?

CWhy (all yeomee, Lord, Lowrd, and do not the things
why I =ay' —Luke 6 18

One of the greaiesi obsfacles the Christian
cause faces is the limitations men put on Christ.
To exercise their own nariow or selfish views of
the gospel they departmenialize religion and
restrict it 1o the {ringes of life, if, indeed, 1t ever
touches real life at all:

Warnings »gainst preachers of the “social
gospel,” or “politics in the puipit.” are usually
an indirect way of saying, “We will not have
Christ interforing with our business or social
life. or our polities ™ Thus many rationaiize greed,
prejudice, or blind political loyalties while pro-
Tessing lovaity 1o Christ, They are saving “Lord,.
Lord.” but not doing the things Christ said.
Surely this is lovalty to a hmited Christ. As has
often been stated, “a limited Christ is a dead
Christ” — not the living Christ sent of God to
redeem the world.

By emphasizing for four years the fheme,
“Jesus Chirist is Lord,” the Methodist Chuich s
declaring., “H is time for Methodisis 1o pul up
or shut up. to show that we mean business; that
wo miend to submil all of hfe to {he judgement
of Christian conscience, and by precem andé
example {o wilness 1o Chrisiian life and fiwilh
hefore the world.” It would {ruly be revolution-
arv if every Methodist did this. It could change
the world!

Opponents of (he social gospel will say, “Bus
John Weelexr only {alked of flceing {rom the
wrath to come and bemng saved [rom sin,” It 13
irue thal Wesley looked on this life as bul pre-
paration for the next, and that he was distrusi-
ful of man-made policies and programs. Never-
theless, Wesley was very much involved in 1he
sucial and political life of his time. He demanded
that individual holiness be validated in Christ-
ian citizenship. Few religious leaders ever kepn:
the two in such sensible balance.

Look into a book such as that T have just
Tinished readmng: Colin Williams’ “John Wesley's
Theology Today.,” and see with what vigor—and
success — Wesley, pursued social reforms and
fought social evils. His letter to Wilberforce in
opposition to siavery is famous. Wesley made it
crvstal clear that a man cannot separate his
religion and his ethies. his ¢reed and his conduct,
Love ta God and love to neighbur are insepar-

% BN 15 ek frvren ceevmimada fimdAdgsricliinl and cneanldd

]




WUrEFVUNnL AUDLLNLALLIONI

A quick perusal of the 1960 North Ala-
na Conlerence Journal reveals the fact that a
tressingly large proportion of the pastors still
reive a salary considerably less than the $3300
as the minimum salary goal for 1960-61. The
stentation-Minimum Salary offering goes far

meet Tfinancial problems faced by these
derpaid ministers.

Dr. G. M. Davenport, Executive Secretary
the Commission on Town and Country Work,
5 given the Conference devoted leadership in
sing this voluntary offering for many years,
¢ Advocate is confident that he will find
srihodists ready and willing. to give vigorous
pport to the cause in 1961. Certainly none 13
yre worthy, or more important to the hfe of
2 Church.

Every congregation should rejoice to have a
rt in holding up the arms of these servants of
3@ who serve so sacrificially in the hard places.
generous response to this appeal will guar-
iHee i1hat none of our pastors will suifer. Ii
ill express a proper appreciation for services
roically rendered i{o Christ and our great
wurch. Lol our gitis match the devotion of these
r when they are given! If they do, the goal
ill be more than met. It 1s & good way to start the
ew Year!

NEW YEAR'S DEDICATION

Manv Americans view 1961 with anxiety if
st with {ferror. They search hysilerically for se-
writy: but like the will-o-the-wisp it continues o
cape them. What has religion {o say?

The Methodist Church is sayving in no unces-
in terms: Make Jesus Christ Lovrd This is the
.cret of tive—which means inner—securny. Let
11z be the one master New Year's resolulion:
rededication to Chmst as Lord of every lifa
1d all of life—beginning with my ouwn. Only
wse who hold badk from faith's compliete sur-
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girds and motivates all other endeavors included
in the Nine Major Emphases.

Continues the General Conference state-
ment: “Once agamn we are coming {o recognize
that our most sacred privilege as Christians is to
share with our family and friends the inestim-
able blessings which we have received in Clhirist.
We call upon our people to join us in an evan-
gelistic outreach by personal witness.”

To this evangelistic emphasis has been assign-
ed the {wo months before Easier of this year
(February and March). Bishop Kennedy, who
leads in this phase of the overatll program, looks
{o the week before Easter (March 26-April 2)
as the climactic period of ingathering of new
members.

Meihodists must unite forces for a surge for-
ward. The Episcopa! Address to the Southcast-
ern Jurisdictional Conference, noting the small
net gain in membership in the Southeast during
thie last gunadrennium, states the conviclion of
{the bishops that “there should be in this quad-
reanium in every annual conferetice a coniinu-
ous evangelistic erusade so well organized that
we Methodizizs will knock upon every door in
our Southland 1o ascertain if the people are
church members and if not to offer to them our
Savior Jesus Chris{ .. . If we believe that men
are lost without Christ then it is the basic duty
of the church i{o {ake Jesus Chiisl to these peo-
ple. We must have an evangehsm thaf is moti-
valed by the sensc of urgoicy and which rises
from a Christlike concern for individuals.”

A “Blueprinl™ for action on the quadrennial
emphases is being placed in the hands of
pasto.s. The evangelistic emphasis will inciude
1 &:ea conference., a week of enlistment of
“witnezses.” 2 week of wimessirg, and a week
of spi NL.a- om'ichm=nt prias Easter, Lot
every Alethodist be in prayver that these plans
may issue in great vietovizs for Christ and His
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ful of man-made policies and programs. Never
theless, Wesley was very much involved in the
social and political life of his time. He demanded
that individual holiness be validated in Christ-
ian citizenship. Few religious leaders ever kept
the two in such sensible balance.

Look into a book such as that I have just
finished reading: Colin Williams’ “John Wesley's
Theology Today,”* and see with what vigor—and
success — Woesley. pursued social reforms and .
fought social evils. His letter to Wilberforce in
opposition to slavery 1s famous. Wesley made it
crvstal clear 1{hat a man cannot separale his
religion and his ethics, his creed and his conduct.
Love to God and love 1o neighbor are inscpar-
able—not two gospels {individual and social)
but one; two sides of the same coin.

Says Williams, “For Wesley inward holiness
must flow forth in social holiness . . . this means
the life of a *lrue neighbor’ and a citizen of the
world . Wesley believed that the Christian
is called to work for social renewal, and he
rejoiced (o see the transformations which (how-
ever incomplete and {emporary) {flowed from the
life of his sociefies.”

Wesley had no “liberal” illusions aboul the
innate goodness of human nature; he was suve
man is inherently corrupt and is cleansed oniy ™
by divine grace: but he refused to fence Chist
inside the sanctuary (on Sunday), in a sacred Df
Book. in another world (bevond the sky), in past, .
history, or inside the individual soul. Suspicious

“good works” done for merit. he neverthe-™
lesz made il obvious that he considered good char-
acier and responsible citizenship as valid tests
ol Christian professions. Wesley is thus in many,,
wavs quite contemporary. For him Jesus was
Lord of all oi tife: he was far beyond many who
today claim him as spiritual father. A

“Why call ye me Lord . . . and do not thely
things I sav?™ Where could one {ind a belter de-
finition of how not to make Jesus Christ Lord!
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