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BISHOP'S WIDOW
WEDS

Mrs. Modena McPherson Holt, wife of
the late Bishop Ivan Lee Holt, and the Rev.
Dr. Karl K. Quimby, former executive of
the Methodist Board of Missions, were
married April 26 in Kowleon Union Church
in Hong Kong.

The bride has been serving as a Method-
ist missionary under special assignment to
Hong Kong since December, 1967. She has
assisted with a roof-top kindergarten pro-
gram at the Yang Social Services Center, a
United Mecthodist refugee settlement cen-
ter. She and her husband will continue do-
ing social work at the center temporarily
and return to Ridgewood, N.]., his home, in
June,

Mrs. Quimby was born in Atlanta and
was graduated from Wesleyan College,
Macon, Ga. Her first husband was the late
Rev, Ednumd D. Rudisill, Ji., a Methodist
minister. She served with him as a pastor’s
and district superintendent’s wife in various
Georgia conimunities until his death in 1968.
She has four children by this marriage.

In 1966 she was married to Bishop Holt,
who had been episcopal leader of the Dallas
and Missouri Areas of The Methodist
Church for 18 vears and had been president
of the World MNethodist Council. e died
in Janury, 1967. Before going overseas the
former Mrs. Holt had been making her
home in Duluth, Ga.

Dr. Quimbyv was director of missionary
education of the Board of Missions for 17
vears. Following his retirement from the
Board in 1958, he was on the staff of the
American Bible Society for several years.
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Bishop Holt Dies

Bishop Ivan Lee Holt, ecumenical
pioneer and first president of the
World Methodist Council, died at
home in Atlanta
on  January 12,
three davs after
marking his 81st
birthday.

Funeral  ser-
vices were con-
ducted at  St.
John'’s  Methodist
Church in St
Louis,  Missouri,

Bishop Holt where  he  was

pastor  {or 20

vears before clection to the episcopacy

in 1938, He was serving as bishop of

the Missouri Area when he retired in
1956,

In addition to serving top Method-
ist posts, Bishop Holt was president
of the Federal Council of Churches
(foremimner of the National Council
of Chwrehes) and was active in the
World Council of Churches.

Swvivors include his wife, the
former Modena McPherson Rudieill
of Georgia, and a son, Judge Ivan Lee
Holt, Jr., of St. Louis.

MARCH, 1967

Bishop Holt Dies

Bishop Ivan Lee Holt, interim bishop
in Nebraska from December, 1959-June,
1960, died at home in Atlanta, January 12.
He was 81.

After his election to the episcopacy,
Bishop Holt served six years as a bishop
in Texas and New Mexico and 12 years
as head of the Missouri Area, retiring in
1956.

In 1959, following the death of Bishop
H. Bascom Watts, he was named to the
Nebraska post.

Bishop Holt was the first president of
the World Methodist Council and onc of
the outstanding ecumenical leaders of this
cengury.

Rishop Holt is survived by his wife,
the former Mrs. Modena McPherson Rudi-
cill whom he married in April of 1966,
and a son, Judge Ivan Lee Holy, Jr., of
St. Louis, Funeral services were at St
John's Methodist Church in St. Louis
where he was pastor for 20 years.
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NEW FORMS

MISSION STUDY 1

‘Call’ Being Made
ForBelmontChurch

A call is being made for members of
the Builders’ Club to support the proposed
Belmar Church in the northwest section
of Lincoln.

In 1961 the Thousand Club made a call
to purchase a church building sit¢ in
the Belmar addition of northwest Lincoln.
A twoacre site was purchased on East
Superior St. on the highest hill in the
area. Recently an adjoining two acres
were purchased by the Lincoln Methodist
City Union.

The Builders' Club, successor to the
Thousand Club, is now making a call
for the second phase, the establishment
of a new church. The Belmar commu-
nity is steadily increasing in population
and many new homes are being built in
the area. It was recently announced that
large industrial tract will be developed
in the area which will employ several
hundred people. A bond issue has been
approved for a new junior-high school.
The Lincoln Chamber of Commerce is
enthusiastically promoting  the develop-
ment of this general area. A large shop-
ping center is planned next o the church
property.

Anticipate Union

Upon establishment of this new church
it is anticipated by the Board of Missions
that the Lincoln Heights Methodist
Church, located in the south part of this
arca, will unite with the new Belmar

‘Church and Change’ Theme of Mission Meeting

The Church and Social Change was the
theme for the annual mecting of the
General Board of Missions held in Louis-
ville, Ky., January 15-20.

Nebraskans attending the meeting in-
cluded Bishop Kenneth W. Copeland,
president of the Joint Commission on
Education and Cultivation and a mem-
ber of the Woman's ™ °° o
Wayne W V- -
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churches in the world. He is a British
Methodist missionary and was active as
both churchman and political leader in
the coming of independence to Zambia.
Mr. Morris is scheduled to be the Willson
Lecturer at Nebraska Wesleyan Univer-
sity in March. Watch the Nebraska Meth-
odist Messenger and the T %77
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BISHOP HOLT DBAD;
METHODIST WASf

Aqfhor of Greenwich Plan
Saught Reunion in Church

‘ATLANTA, Jan. 12 (AP)—
The Rev, Dr. Ivan Lee Holt, re-
tired Bishop of the Methodist
Church, died at his home here
today. He was 81 years old.

He leaves his third wife; 2
son, Judge Ivan Lee Holt Jr. of
St. Louis, and a grandson.

The body will be sent to St.
Louis’ for & funeral service.

—

".-Led Protestant Unity

Bishop Holt was a pionecr in
the~ movement for Protestant
unity.

As president of the former
Federal Council of Churches in
the .nineteen-thirties, and later
as president of the Council of
Bishops of the Methodist Chureh,
the.. dignified,  white-haired
chireh leader sounded 2 call
for - Protestant reunion whose
echoes are still heard.

Almost 20 years ago, Bishop
Holt drew up a blueprint for
unity. that has since been
emulated by many.

Although what was known
as his Greenwich Plan was
eventually discarded, much of
his ‘wisdom is reflected in the
present Constitution Church
Unign, a working organization
that seeks the unity of nine
Protestant bodies, embracing
about 23-million churchgoers.

With almost prophetic in-
sight, Bishop Holt told chureh-|

men gathered in Greenwich.l

Conn., in 1949 that religion

faced a world situation thaty

fdemands that the churches
shall! make common cause.”

In part, the Greenwich Plan"

envidaged a united Protestant|
church on four levels — local,
diocesan, regional and national.
It would be a federal union,
with the denominations retain-
ing their identities under the
wing of a United Church of
Churist.
Proposed First Merger

The plan proposed that unity
start-' with denominational
mergers, beginaing with the
Protestant Episcopal Church:
and the Methodist Church. :

These two bodies are involved
in the Consultation on Church
Union, '

Bizhop Holt officiated at the
wedding oif former Vice Presi-
dent Alben W. Barkley nearly
20 years ago. Mr. Barkley, the
{irst Vice President 1o wed while
in office, married Mrs. Carle-
ton S. Hadley, a 3&-year-old
widow.

‘The Bishop was for many
years head of the Missouri Area
of his church, frem which he
retired in 1956.

He was born In Dewitt, Ark..
and- was graduated from
Vanderbilt University in 1804.
He received a degree in philos-
_ophy from the Universily of
Chicago and was later awarded
honorary degrees from Duke
Umniversity. Southern College in
St. Louis, Emory University and
the University of Arkansas.

Bishop Ivan Lee Holt

Dies In Atlonta

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Bishop lvan
Lee Holt, first president of the World
Methodist Council and one of the out-
standing ecumenical leaders of this
century, died at home in Atlanta Jan.
12. He was 81.

Bishop Holt had not been well since
attending the World Methodist Confer-
cnee in Longon last August.

Funeral services were set for hMon-
day, Jan. 16, at St. John’s Methodist
Church, St. Louis, Mo., where he was
pastor for 20 ycars hefore being elect-
cd a bhishop in 1938.

After his election to the episcopacy,
Rishop Holt served six years as a
bishop in Texas and New Mexico and
12 years as head of the DMissouri
Area, retiring in 1956,

An article in the Christian Advo-
cate Aug. 30, 1956, described Bishop
Holt as a man who had *‘the whole
world on his heart” and whose career
had been “lived on a glohal level.”

One of the tributes paid him
at the 195 Methodist General Con-
ference said ‘“he has contributed as
much to ecumenical Christianity as
any other single figure in our genera-
tion.”
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_At.lanta, Jan, 12 (AP)—Re-!
tired bishop Ivan Holt, 81, of 'J

the Methodist Church died tiday.
Holt,whose . .Il
t work took him o TR I
E i1 lo many parts ' Q‘%‘ﬁ- "t
of the world. R4
3 was a native of o gee A
w DeWitg, A r L., i
y ,and  served a< - !

;Pastnr of St.

of John's  Church
,in S5t. Louis for
< iabout 20 years
before he be-
came hishop,
He retired in " =
1956. Burvivors Bishop !
include the Ivan Helt :
widow, who was his second wife
1 2 son, Judge lvan Lee hivlt Ji.
~of 8t. Louis, and a grundeon
Ivan Lee Holt 3d, alse of St (
Louis. R k
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Bishop I. L. Holt
Dies In Atlanta

Bishop Ivan Lee Holt, 81, died
Thursday, Jan. 12, at his home
in Atlanta. Funeral services
were held Monday, Jan. 16, at
St. John's Methodist Church, St.
Louis, Mo.

Bishop Holt, a native of De-
Witt, Ark., was ordained a
Methodist minister in 1909. He
was elected a bishop in 1938
following 20 years as pastor of
St. John’s Church in St. Louis.
He retired in 1956.

Survivors include his wife,
the former Modena Rudisill; a
son, Judge Ivan Lee Holt Jr. of
St. Louis, and a grandson, Ivan
Lee Holt III, also of St. Louis.
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The plan proposed that unityl
start' with denominational
mepgers, beginning with the|
Protestant Episcopal Churchi
and the Methodist Church. !

These two bodies are involved,
in the Consultation on Church:
Union. !

Bishop Holt officiated at the
wedding of former Vice Presi-|
dent Alben W. Barkley nearly:
20 <years ago. Mr. Barkley, the’
first Vice President to wed while
in office, married Mrs. Carle-
ton S. Hadley, a 38-year-old
widow.

“The” Bishop was for many
years head of the Missouri Area
of his church, from which he
refived in 1956.

He was born In Dewitt, Ark.,
and---was graduated from
Vanderbilt University in 1904.
He ypeceived a degree in philos-
ophy from the University o
Chicago and was later awarded
honorary degrees from Duke
University, Southern College in
St. Louis, Emory University and
the University of Arkansas.

He served as pastor of St.
John's Methodist Church in St.
Louis-for 20 years hefore his,
elevation to the bishopric.

At his death, Bishop Holt
was. a president of the World
Methodist  Conference  and
served as a consultant in church
affairs with special emphasison
church unity. .

Married Three Times

In April, he had married Mrs.
Modena McPherson Rudisell of
Deluth, Ga, Bishop Holt's first
wife, the former Leland Burks,,
died in 1948, and his second,
the former Mrs. H. A. Carri-
thers, died in 1958. '

In 1940, Bishop Holt was onc
of “the few Protestant leaders:
who subscribed to President'
Franklin D. Roosevelt's decision!
to -send a personal represent-|
ative to the Vatican.

He called it a *‘great for-
wapd step toward securing a
united front for peace in the.
world.”

“If we are to achieve that
urited front”” he declared at
the- time, “we must get unity,
of -purpose through religion.

“Religion has been one of the
mast divisive forces in human
history. Perhaps we are just'
at this moment at the begin-
ning. .of a new era; changing;
ali“that for something better.” /'

As early as 1936, while still
2 pastor in St. Louis and presi-
denf of the Federal Council,
Bishop Holt declared that “there
must be z definite movement
toward Protestant union” and
added that ‘“present programs
do not go far enough.”

Bishop Ivan Lee Holt_

Dies In Atlanta

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Bishop Ivan
Lee Holt, first president of the World
Methodist Council and one of the out-
standing ecumenical leaders of this
century, died at home in Atlanta Jan
12, He was 81

Bishop Holt had not been well since
attending the World Methodist Confer-
ence in Longon last August

Funeral services were set for Mon-
day, Jan. 16, at St. John's Mecthedist
Church, St. Lous, Mo., where he was
pastor for 20 yecars before being eclect-
ed a hishop in 1938.

After his clection to the episcopacy,
Bishop Holt served six years as a
bishop in Texas and New Mexico and
12 years as hecad of the Missouri
Area, retiring in 1956.

An article in the Christian Advo-
cate Aug. 30, 1958, described Bishop
Holt as a man who had ‘“‘the whole
workd on his heart” and whose career
had been ‘“‘lived on a global level.”

One of the tributes paid him
at the 1856 Methodist General Con-
ference said ‘‘he has contributed as
much to ecumenical Christianity as
any other single figure in our genera-
tion,”
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BISHOP IVAN HOOLT
. Atlanta, Jan. 12 (AP)—Re-
tired bishop Ivan Holt, Bl, of ']

the Methodist Church died today. | o
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Bishop I. L. Holt
Dies In Atlamta

Bishop Ivan Lee Holt, 81, died
Thursday, Jan. 12, at his home
in Atlanta. Funeral services
were held Monday, Jan. 16, at
St. John's Methodist Church, St.
Louis, Mo.

Bishop Holt, a native of De-
witt, Ark., was ordained a
Methodist minister in 1909. He
was elected a bishop in 1938
following 20 years as pastor of
St. John's Church in St. Louis.
He retired in 1936.

Survivors ineclude his wife,
the former Modena Rudisill; a
son, Judge Ivan Lee Holt Jr. of
St. Louis, and a grandson, Ivan
Lee Holt III, also of St. Louis.
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among students are aad ought to be,
Several specific recommendations

were made in the report, which was
presented to the board in its annual
meeting here January 3-5 by Bishop
James K. Mathews, Boston, Mass.,
chairman of the commitiee. The re-
search was directed by the Rev. Sam-
uel N. Gibson, now of Pittsburgh, Pa.

0O —_—
Brazilian Methodists to Observe
Centenary

RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil — The
Methodists of Brazil will mark their
Centenary Year in 1967 with a full
program of events and activities that
will include thanksgiving, public cele-
bration, evangelistic and missionary
outreach, and depth study in the mis-
sion of the church.

From Methodist beginnings in Bra-
il in 1867 has grown one of the larger
Methodist bodies of the world, the
Methodist Church of Brazil with more
than 57,000 members. It has been
autonomous for 37 years but has
maintained close relationships with
its mother church, the Methodist
Church in the United States. Mission-
aries and mission funds from the U.s.
help Brazilian Methodists in carrying
out the mission of their country.

The General Cabinet of the Method-
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meeting here January 3-5 by Bishop
James K. Mathews, Boston, Mass.,
chairman of the commitiee. The re-
search was directed by the Rev. Sam-
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bration, evangelistic and missionary
outreach, and depth study n the mis-
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zil in 1867 has grown one of the larger
Methodist bodies of the world, the
Methodist Church of Brazil with more
than 57,000 members. It has been
autonomous for 37 years but has
maintained close relationships with
its mother church, the Methodist
Church in the United States. Mission-
aries and mission funds from the U.S.
help Brazilian Methodists in carrying
out the mission of their country.

The General Cabinet of the Method-
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Bishop Ivan Lee Holt, first presi-
dent of the World Methodist Council
and one of the outstanding ecumenical
leaders of this century, died at home
in Atlanta, Jan. 12. He was 81.

Bishop Holt had not been well since
attending the World Methodist Con-
ference in London last August.

Funeral services were held Monday,
Jan. 16, at St. John’s Methodist
Church, St. Louis, Mo., where he was
pastor for 20 years before being
elected a bishop in 1938.

After his election to the episcopacy,
Bishop Holt served six years as a
bishop in Texas and New Mexico and
12 years as head of the Missouri Area,
retiring in 1956,

An article in the Christian Advo-
cale, Aug. 30, 1956, deseribed Bishop
Holt as a man who had “the whole
world on his heart” and whose career
had been “lived on a global level.”

In 1936, before being elected bishop,
he became the first pastor ever elected
president of the Federal Council of
Churches (now merged into the Na-
tional Council of Churches), and he
was active in the World Council of
Churches.

One of the tributes paid him at the
1956 Methodist General Conference
said “he has contributed as much to
ecumenical Christianity as any other
single figure in our generation.”

In addition to his presidency of the
World Methodist Council, Bishop Holt
served terms as president of several
other Methodist organizations, in-
cluding the Council of Bishops of The
Methodist Church.

Among the many honors he received
was the 1956 Upper Room Citation for
World Christian Fellowship.

.Bis‘nop Holt’s global ministry took
him overseas approximately 50 times.
He preached and lectured on every
continent and was the author of sev-
eral books.

He was born Jan. 9, 1886, in De-
Witt, Ark.. and his lawyer-father died
when he was six years old. Despite
moderate means, his voung mother
determined that her two sons should
have a college education, and when he
was of age Ivan Lee enrolled at Van-
derbilt University.

He was graduated from Vanderbilt
in 1904, received a doctor of philoso-
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phy degree from the University of
Chicago in 1909, and was later
awarded honorary degrees by several
institutions.

He was pastor of University
Church, St. Louis, 1909-11, and Cen-
tenary Church, Cape Girardeau, Mo,
1911-15. From 1915 to 1918, he was a
professor at Southern Methodist Uni-
versity, and from there he returned to
St. Louis for what was to be his 20-
year pastorate at St. John’s Church.

The bishop’s first wife died in 1948.
He later married Mrs. Starr Carithers,
a Methodist leader in Georgia. She
died in 1958, and April 15, 1966, he
married Mrs. Modena McPherson Ru-
dieill, also of Georgia and the widow
of a Methodist district superintendent.

Bishop Holt’s son, Judge Ivan Lee
Holt, Jr., St. Louis, is a former mem-
ber of the Judicial Council of The
Methodist Church.

BISHOP IVAN LEE HOLT;
: ECUMENICAL LEADER

\ Bishop Ivan Lee Holt, first president of

l the World Methodist Council and one of the

outstanding ecumenical leaders of this cen-
tury, died at home in Atlanta Jan. 12. He
was eightv-one.

Bishop Holt had not been well since at-

tending the World Methodist Conference in
London last August.

Funeral services were held Monday, Jan.
16, at St. John's Methodist Church, St
Louis, Mo., where he was pastor for twenty
vears before being elected a Inshop in 1938.

After his election to the episcopacy, Bish-
op Holt served six years as a bishop in
Texas and New Mexico and twelve yvears as
head of the Missouri Area, retiring in 1936.

In 1936, before being elected bishop, he
hecame the first pastor ever elected presi-
dent of the Federal Council of Churches
(now merged into the National Council of
Churches), and he was active in the World
Comeil of Churches.

One of the tributes paid him at the 1936
\ethodist General Conference said “he has
conbributed as much o ccumenical Chris-
tianitv as any other single figure in our
generlion.”

In addition to his presidency of the World
Methodist  Council, Bishop ol served
terms as president of several other Methad-
st organizations. including the Council of
Bishops of The Methadist Chaneh.

Bishop Holt’s global minstn took him
overseas  approximately 30 imes.  He
preached and lectured on every continent
and was the anthor of several books.

The bishop’s first wife died in 1948, He
later manied Mrs. Starr Carithers. a Meth-
odist leader in Georgia. She died in 1938.
and April 15, 1966, he married Mrs. Modena
McPherson Rudicill, also of Georgia and the
widow of a Methodist dishict superinten-
dent.

Bishop Holt'’s son. Judge Ivan Lee Holt,
Jr.. St. Louis, is a former member of the
Judicial Council of The Methadist Churdh,
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ws of W.S.C.S.
yups in the Area

Mrs. Franeis E. Barnard, preside

society presentations and has been 1n-
strumental in making the members
aware of the lines of communication
and channels of service within our
structure: local, district, conference,
jurisdiction and division. The latest
national meeting of the division, called
the Assembly, was held in Portland,
Oregon, and Mrs. Barnard has
brought this report to eleven societies
in the Worcester District.

Her work is not limited to the Meth-
odist denomination for she makes her
witness in “Church Women United”
and last year served as chairman of
the state nominating committee.

Mrs. Arlington W, Crossman, Jr,
dean of the first joint School of Chris-
tian Mission to be held at Worcester
Polytechnic Institute, June 23 through
25, has announced the following staff
appointments: the Rev. Robert Hous-
ton will lead an application group in
a study of “Ecumenicity”; the Rev.
Emerson Smith, “Man and Commu-
nity”’; and Dr. Ruth H. Browning,
“Japan.”

School registration is $5.00, board
and room $15.00.

\

Plus Mimistry {o Servicemen an the Far East
and urgent projects 1in National Missions

MAKE YOUR GIFT GENEROQUS

Commssign on Pramet.an and Cultivation of
The Methodist Chureh

1200 Dayrs St Evanston 111 6020¢
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LApi Cases (queston state laws authoriz-
ing public busing of students to parochial
schools. These are in Hawaii, Michigan,
New Jersey, Ohio (2) and Pennsylvania

(3).

\
/

i

The “lending” of publicly owned text- 7

hooks to students in non-public schools
has Dbeen challenged in New Yok and

Rhode Island; and two more cases—in

tion for the “most distinguished contribu-
tion to Catholic Literatme.” The More
Medal was presented to Doubleday  at
Mundelein College on February 5.

Issued in October, The Jerusalem Bible
is the first English-language version of the
world famous Bible de Jérusalem produced
by L'Ecole Biblique in Jerusalem mn 1956,
The Bible has been highly praised Dy
Protestant  scholars both in this  country
and abroad for its fair, non-dogmatic ¢ntr-
cal notes and its excellent introductions
to large sections of sciipture.

RANDOLPH-MACON COLLEGE
NAMES NEW PRESIDENT

The Board of Twustees of Randolph-
Macon College has named  Tather V.
White 111, a Norfolk, Va.. attormey and
1947 madunale of Randolph-Macon, as the
college’s twellth president.

White will suceeed Dr ] Eal Moreland
as president of the 137-vcar-old Methodist-
related hiberal aits college for men located
in Ashlnd, Viiginia.

NEW ORGANIZATION
TO FIGHT EXTREMISM

A new  national organization  desianed
to help Americans fight extremisim of both
right and left has been lannched m Wash-

ROBES

Wide :-l}]i.‘ selection. Finest
materials Master talorimg, Fair
IDALKES Wrie {or catalog and
swatehes, State name of church
ani) whether for pulpit or choir,

e De Moulin Bros.& Co.
h.- 118 Sa, 11th St,, Greenlle, 1L




Pioneer Ecumenical
Leader Passes

Bishop Ivan Lee Holl, first president of the World
Methodist Council and one of the outstanding ecu-
menical leaders of this century. died at home in
Atlanta, January 12. He was §1.

Bishop Holt had not been well since attending the
World Methodist Conference in London, last August.

Funeral services were set for Monday, January 16,
at St. John's Methodist Church, St. Louis, Mo.,
where he was pastor for 20 years before being elected
a bishop in 1938.

After his election to the episcopacy, Bishop Holt
served six years as a bhishop in Texas and New
Mexico and 12 years as head of the Missouri Area.
retiring in 1956.

An article in the CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE, August 30,
1936, described Bishop Holt as a man who had “the
world on his heart” and whose career had been
*“lived on a global level.”

In 1936, hefore being elected bishop, he became the
first pastor ever elected president of the Federal
Council of Churches (now merged into the National
Council of Churches), and he was active in the
World Council of Churches.

One of the tributes paid him at the 1956 Methodist
General Conference said, “He has contributed as
much to ecumenical Christianity as any other single
figure 1n our generation.”

In addition to his presidency of the World Meth-
odist Council, Bishop Holl served terms as president
of several other Methodist organizations, including
the Council of Bishops of The Methodist Church.

Among the many honors he received was the 1956
Upper Room Citation for World Christian Fellow-
ship.

Bishop Holt’s global ministry took him overseas
approximately 50 times. He preached and lectured
on every conlinent and was the author of several
hooks.

He was born. January 9, 1886, in DeWiit. Ark.,
and his lawver-father died whenn he was six years
old. Despite moderate means, his voung mother de-
termined that her two sons should have a college
education. and when he was of age Ivan Lee en-
rolled at Vanderbilt University.

He was graduated from Vanderbilt in 1904, re-
ceived a doctor of philosophy degree from the Uni-
versity of Chicago in 1909. and was later awarded
honorary degrees hy several instifutions.

He was pastor of University Church. St. Louis,
1909-11: and Centenary Church. Cape Girardeau.
Mo.. 1811-15. From 1915-18, he was a professor at
Southern Methodist University and from there he
returned to St. Louis for what was to be his 20-year
pastorate at St. John's Church.
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Bishop Ivan Lee Holt
dies in Atlanta at 81

Bishop Ivan Lee Holt. first president
of the World Methodist Council and
one of the outstanding ecumenicallead-
ers of this century, died at his home in
Atlanta, Ga., Jan. 12. He was 81.

Bishop Holt had not been well since
attending the World Methodist Confer-
ence in London last August.

Funeral services were held at St
John’s Church. St. Louis, Mo., where
he was pastor for 20 years beforebeing
elected a bishop in 1938.

After his election to the episcopacy,
Bishop Holt served six years as a
bishop in Texas and New Mexico and
12 years as head of the MissouriArea,
retiring in 1956,

In 1936, before being elected bishop,
he became the first pastor ever elected
president of the Federal Council of
Churches (now merged into the Na-
tional Council of Churches), and he
was active in the World Council of
Churches.

Bishop Holt's global minisiry took
him overseas approximately 50 times.
He preached and lectured on every
continent and was the author of several
books. He was born Jan. 9, 1886,
in DeWitt, Ark.

He was graduated from Vanderbilt
in 1904, received a doctor of philos-
ophiy degree from the University of
Chicago in 1909.

The bishop’s first wife died in 1948.
He later married Nrs. Starr Carithers,
a Methodist leader in Georgia, Shedied
in 1958, and April 15, 1966, he mar-
ried Mrs. Modena MecPherson Rudicill,
also of Georgia and the widow of a
Methodisi district superiniendent.

Bishop Holt's son, Judge Ivan lee
Holt, Jr., St. Louis, is a former mem-
ber of the Judicial Council of The
Methodist Church. g 7
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SERVED MISSOURI AREA
Death Takes Bishop Holt

Bishop Ivan Lee Holt died January
12, three days after his 81st birthday,
in Atlanta, Ga.

Bishop Holt was consecrated a bishop
in 1938, and served in the Texas and

New Mexico Areas.
LT In 1944, he was
made a bishop of
the Missouri Area
where he served un-
til retirement in
1956. He had pas-
tored the St. John's
Methadist Church in
St, Louis, Mo., from
1918 to 1938.
During his 57
years in the minis-
Bishop Holt try, Bishop Holt be-
came known as “Mr. Ecumenicity.” He
served as president of the World Meth-
odist Council, the Council of Bishops,
the Federal Council of Churches, and
later the World Council of Churches.

More recently, he worked with the
commission that produced the new Meth-
odist Book of Worship and new Hymnal.

Bishop Holt is survived by his third
wife, Modena, to whom he was married
in April; and his son, Judge Ivan Lee
Holt, Jr., of 5t. Louis.




By BISHOP .

WHAT SHALL WE B

In recent months there has been considerable dlis-
cussion in the press. both religious and secular, relative
to some radical views expressed by a few of our vounger
theologians on the subject of the existence of God, under
such sensational headlines as “The Death of Goc.l”: some
of them purporting to name the exact tinic of his death.
Such statements coming from theologians have. under-
standably, puzzled some Christians. and even alarmed
a few others. On the whole, however, little damage has
been done to the cause of religion, and the debate may.
in the long run, be a healthy thing for thel church.

In trymg to get one's intellectual and spiritual bem"-
ings on such questions, one has to rememl_aer certain
facts on the history of the search for religious trgth:
(a) This is not the first time that doubt has been .ralsed
about the existence of God. As far back as the time of
the psalmist. we read. “The fool has said in his heart,
there is no God.” But one does not need to throw off
the question in a flippant manmner: simply 1'ecqg11ize the
fact the question has been raised before and \\'111. doubt-
less be raised agamn by each succeeding generation. (h)
A socond and, in the judgment of this writer. a much
more important fact. is to recoghize that fundz.unental
questions about our religious beliefs will be raised by
thoughtful people in cach generation and should bhe
faced, not in heat or anger, but in an attempt at sympa-
thetie understanding, and a planned effort to give gu.ld-
ance to those who look to us for guidance. Christian
leaders. both ministers and mformed lavmen, ‘should.
sonse their responsibility to state the basic heliefs ol
the Christion faith in the language of the present gener-
ation. This does not mean a descent 10 the “level of the
streel” but in the polished language of modern, cultural
standards. )

For the Chrisuan believer there are three basic norms
of authority for the understanding of rehgious truth:
The Bible.'particu]arly in the area of ‘the n.mral and
spiritual life: the testimony of Christian witness for
nearly two thousand years of Christian history: and
one's own religious experience. This does not mean
that the Christian faith has not received valuable assist-
ance {rom such field of learning as philosophy. but for
the average Christian it is the three rnentioned above
that have been most valuable in his understanding and
acceptance of the truths about religion. .Each of_ these
testimonials to the Christian faith are quite fon:mdable,
even when taken alone: but together thgy form impreg-
nable foundations for religious conviction.

THE TESTIMONY OF THE BIBLE

an opportunity to talk with neighbors
of the center who are living in a pov-
erty area, and offer a challengeto what
individuals can do.

Four superintendents
from Rio Grande here

Four district superintendents of the
Rio Grande Conference of The Meth-
odist Church will be in the Southern
California - Arizona Conference be-
tween Feb. 26 and March 4 to preach
in eight Latin churches.

They are the Rev. Narciso Saenz,
of Lubbock, Texas; the Rev. Josue
Gonzalez, of San Antonio; the Rev.
Simon Nieto, of El Paso, and the Rev.
Ted Grout, of McAllen, Texas.

The churches in which they will
preach include La Plaza, La Trinidad,
El Mesias and City Terrace, allin Los
Angeles, and four in the Whittier Dis-
trict: Santa Ana, Pico-Rivera, Pico
Park and Stanton.

Race Relations Sunday

Race Relations Sunday will be ob-
served by Methodist churches across
the nation Feb. 12. On that day,
members of The Methodist Church will
seek to promote better relations be-
tween the races, and they will try to
raise $1,000,000 for 12 Methodist-re-
lated colleges and one student center.

The offering from Race Relations
Sunday will provide aid for Morgan
Christian Center, Baltimore, Md.; and
the following colleges: Bennett, Greens-
boro, N.C.; Bethune-Cookman, Day-
tona Beach, Fla.; Claflin, Orangeburg,
S.C.; Clark, Atlanta, Ga.; Dillard
University, New Orleans; Huston-
Tillotson, Austin, Texas; Meharry
Medical College, Nashville, Tenn.;
Morristown at Morristown, Tenn.;
Paine, Augusta, Ga.; Philander Smith,
Little Rock, Ark.; Rust, Holly Springs,
Miss.; and Wiley, Marshall, Texas.

r Forced Servitude?
SWOMLEY, IR.
0ol of Theology (Methodist)

Another motive is to reinforce our
military program overseas with a more
palatable good-works effort such as an
expanded Peace Corps. The negative
side to this approach is that national
service would continue to bypass the
United Nations, and also would increase
the American nationalism so evident in
our penetration of other cultures.

Other dangers to national service:
It is a step in the direction of making
peacefime military conscription perma-
nent and palatable. By offering non-
military service as a corrective to the
inequities of selective service, the draft
system can avoid many of the current
criticisms and wiil appear to be just one
aspect of a larger “constructive” pro-
gram for young people.

tt implies that service to mankind
should be channeled through or pre.
scribed by the government. One of the
halimarks of a free society is that in-
dividuals may work through voluntary or-

ganizations of their own choice without
clearance with any government agency.

If national service is to be performed
through voluntary agencies which sim-
ply report to government that assigned

: |



Bishop Ivan Lee Holt

died January 12,1967
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BISHOP VAN LEE HOLT
DIES IN ATLANTA AT 81

nl\h()i) van Loe Thadi T 'Iu\ -

dent of the World Methodist Coune
al and one ol the oustaixding cou-
meiticdal leaders of  this centiy,
diced at his home in Mlanta, G,
fanuaiy Pl Fle was 81

Bishop Holt had no heen well
anee attendime the World Merthod.
st Conterence in L ondan List A
Q1Ist,

Funeral seiviees were held ae St
John's Church St Louis, Missouri.
where he wus pastor for 200 vears
helore being elected oo bishop in

]9,

\ter his clection to the episco-
paoy, Bishop Holt scived SN Veats
as a bishop in Tesas and New
Mestco and 12 vemrs as head of the
Missomi \oeas retiving in 1956

In 1936, belore being  clecied
bishop. he beaime the hist pistor
ever elected president of the Fed-
cral Coundl ol Charches  (now
merged into the Natonal Council
ol Churchesy. and he was active in
the World Coundil of Churches,

Bishop 1olts global  ministiy
took him  overseas .1pprn\inmtvl\
S0 times. He preached and lectined
on cveny continent and was the
st ol several books, e owas
Do Januy 90 188G, in DeWit,
AST ST TSN

e was graduated hom Vinder -
biit in 901 yecenved o doctor ol
philosophy degree lrom the Uni-
versitv ol Chicago in TOOG,

I he bishop™s st wile died in
1918, e later married Mas Stan
Caithers, o Methodist Teader i
Ceeoreia, She died in 1938 andd on
il 150 1966, he nunniced i
Voddena Ve Pherson Rudicill, also
of Gengie ad the widow of
Methodisi disnict superintendent

dishop Holt's son, Judae Tvum
L.¢e 1ol Jr. st Louis, is a lormet
member of the [ndidal Couned] ol

1 he Methodist Chudh,
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1enewal, have lele that the danch’s
superstructure is due for an exten-
sive overhauling and that such re-
vision had not been provided (o
in the plan.

Proponents ol the plim of unton.
while often agrecing that such
chimmges i organizational structne
are necded, have felt that a longer
tme was required tor making these
1evisions.,

Now, in a surprise move, the
leaders of the churel’s so-called
bureaucracy are calling  lor re
designing the structure and doing
it hy TOGS,

In Tarther action, exeautives of
the 1wo denominitions set up o«
six-ntan consultatbve  comnmittee--
three {rom ecaclt denomimation—
“to develop a preliminan study on
the mission and structe of the
church,” This commmittee will serve
s it consultative group to the Joint
Commissions on Union The com-
mittee will report on Manch 29 in
Divton, Ohio. at the unest joint
meeting  of  the  denomination:l
ENCCUUVes,

Those who will serve on dhe
committee lor the EUB Chuich
ate: The Rev, Dy, Paul V., Chuch,
executive secretany ol the General
Coundcil ol Adminisbration:  the
Reve D Harley I Miller, execu
tve searctny ol the Board ol Pen-
stons. the Reve in, Joseph i,
Y eakel, executive seacetay ol the
Board of Eyvangelisnn A e hrom
Davion, Ohto.

I hose on the conmmtiee hhom 1the
Viethodist Coundl ol Sceactities
aies The Reve Dy Towand T,
Nashvitles Tennessee. general see
1etary of the Division ol the Local
Chmidch, BDoad ol Eduocation: the
Rev, Do Thracen Koo Jones, New
Yotk. associate general searetany o
the World Division ol The Doand
ol Missions: Ih. Robent G M
field. Exanston, 1L general secre-
tary of 1the General BDoard of T

Netinvities.

Fernot (ougercuce Voteo
o Uetion “Favoralbile

\hmost unanimous approval ol
@ plan to unite The Methodist
Church and the Evangelical United
Bicthren Chuch Jus been regis
tered by the first annual regional
conference to vote on ratilving the
uniott.

Two Latin Amaican Conler-
ences—Argentina and Chile—have
reported then action on the pro-
posed union, The Migentina An-
nual Conderence, held Janoary T)-
[ voted 99 lor and 2 against. The
Chile  \imual  Conlarence,  held
January T0-15, voted 57-0 in lavor.

Union ol the two denominations
was approved November Il in Chi-
cago at simultanecous meetings ol
their highest  Law-making  bodics,
the Genentd  Confetences. 'The
proposition is now going to eich
denomination’s annual conletences
where a two-thirds majority of the
ageregite vore in cach denomina-
tion is necessary for approval.

The Methodist Church has 8%
annual conferences in the United
Stirtes and Cuba and 12 active an-
nual  conlerences  overseas. The
FUB church has 32 annual confer-
ences, First EUD somual conler-
ciee 1o vote will be the Florida
Conterence scheduled  Februan
1517 in ‘Fampa. Fira Methodist
annual conterence in the conti
nental United States o vote on
union will be the Wyoming Conlet-
ence, meeting May 5-7 in Kingston,
Pennsvlvania. Most ol the voling
will he completed by July L

1 raihed, the uniton will be con
stnmiated in Aprill 1968, at a T'nit-
ing Conlerence in Dallas. Texas.
Name ol the new denonunation
will be  the United  Methadist

Chindh.
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