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" My God

By Lols Matilda Buck

Thou art a God of jor:

God of the dawn on the sem,

Whap the white waves mn to the hght,
Call to the day that will be.

Thou art a (Fod of strength:
God of the stroug, silent peaks,
As tbey stand uplifted in white,
Husbed hy Thy voice as it speaks.

Thou art a (zod of love:
God of the unfound fower,

—~[Methodist

Episcopal

"That unfoldlng Inte Thy hanpd
Rlooms as in garden bower,

Thou art a God of pence:

God of the hush on the night.
When the land lies still ayr ‘Thy feet,
Trusting to Thee without sight,

T'hou art a God of life

God of iy own beating leart,

As it surges in yearning to Thee
Kneeling in worship apart. i
Mission., Meerut. Indin, Dee. 28, 1005,

Bishop John Christian Heener
By Bishop E. E. Hoss '

The dealh of this eminent minister of
the gospel, which took place on the 19th
inst, after a short illness ot his residence
in New Orleans, was nol a great surprise,
for he was known to be almost eighty-
geven Yyears old, having been born in the
clty of Baltimore February 7, 1819, Nev-
ertheless it will be an oreasion of genu-
ine and wldespread sorrow In his own
church, and of no little Interest in other de-
nominations. During the pust fifty years
no statelier figure has appeared in Metho-
diat eirclea. From every point of view he
was an  uncommon man, towering fur
above the ranks of ordinary mortals. and
coyminanding  attention by the  sheer
strength and vigor of his persenality, My
own conviction is. morcover, that, great as
he seemed in the eves of his contem-
poraries, he will loom larger and
larger stlll in the eves of his successors.
History has & way of correcting current
judgments, someilimes hy reversing them
altogether, but more frequently by toning
them down or {oucrling them up $Q as to
bring them cloger to the truth. Onlv those
whe are tntrinsieally worthy ean stand the
test of posthwmous ecritleism If John C.
Keener dons not belong in this rlass.- then
all the slgns are at fault. He was the first
nalive of Baltimore, that cradie of Ameri:
cane Methodism, to come mto the suceession
ot Asbury and McKendree and Soule, the
accond being Alphens W. Wilson, wha like-
wilgs has his membership in the Sonthern
branch of the C
the nost of semortw in-the Colle;.,e m‘ Bish-
ops. A good heredlty is a good beginning,
and Bishop Keener had that advantage.
iitg father, Mr. Christian Keener, was a
leading layman, and . enjoyed the  close
triendsbip of many of the chief ministers
of the Church. At the division in 1844, he
naturally followed the Baltimore Confer-
vnce and adheved North. lic took a deel
interest in all ecclesiastical movemenis

and enterprises. Lt was primarily due to
him, for example, that Wm. Taylor was
gent n% o missionary to Calffornia. His
wilie wus also a most godly and useful
woman. The coupte were wholly worthy
of such o son &g God gave them.

‘wittn Wileur Fisk wng & ydung man

JNith

lmrch _and now succeedc to

he spenrt a year or two teaching In a pri-
vate family in Marviand. On his return
North to become principal of Wilbraham
Academy . he took young keener, then a Jad
of ten or eleven years, back with him. The
sloiy of the journey, 4 the Bishop once
related i to me, was very interesting. In
Philadelphia he got lost and wandered
aboutl 1cr some lime, un Cvergrown boy
with »ellow hair and 2 (reckled face, be-
ime finding his fijends At Wiloraham
he remmained three years, and then passed
on Lo the Weslevan University, Middletown,
Conn., of which Dr. Fisk had, in the meno-
time, Dbecome President. Through this
exarly period ot his life he was more or Jess
gien to fads  Amoung other things, he be
came, under the influence of the oid gentle
man with whem he boarded, aa enthngias
lic vegetatian, and during one winter, to
quote his own lapguage. ate potatoes
enougi to bury himsell under. The irudi
tions are {hat he was not a parlicularly
diligent stadent. Though utterly [reefrom
gross vices of any sort, he was full of fun
and frolie. ilis old friend and collnge
male, Dr. E. E. Wiley, once said to me
*If any mischief went on in college, 1L was
renerally undsrstood -that Jack Keener had
a hand in it” Thae late Dy, Frederick
Morriek, whom Arthur Edwards credited
having_ been eightecn cars cld at
Dith, also gave e synliar il
and expressed surprise that a man so lack
ing in seriousness shouhd bave bueen chosen
Lo Lhe F‘plsw;mm‘ Seriouspuess has dlfzer

"enl wayvs ol shiowing TtseIf.

fn a long eonversation alght or fen vears
agzo, 1 asled Bishop Keener Lhe direcl gues
tion: “Did they have a full curriculum al
Middletown in your day?' “Ne/ he re-
plicd, “the_\ didn’t teach much, and 1 didn'l
learn whai they did teach ™ “What, then,
were youn doing all the time youn were
there?” “Q, well, I was doing various
things, Incidentally 1 lenrned lo skate
and 1o eal codfish, but chiefly 1 was cp
gage(l in stud\lng New England charac-
ter.” In spite of such haif-jocular re
marks, it is certein that he got much goad
cut of his college life, Ilis new surround
ings wers provocative of thought. Ameng
his fellow students were manv who subse-

intortnation.

quently became famous; such as Daniel
Curry, Joseph B. Cummings, Erastus
Wentworth and Cbharles Collins. Associ-

ation with such young men could not fall
to be a stimulating force. But nothing
counted Tor so much in his development
as the presence and influence of Dr. Fisk,
who by all acvounts must have been a most
charming character. None of his bicgra-
phers has been able 1o set him fairly be
fore the public. All alike, and in epite of
their evident nadmiration for him, they
leave the impression lhat he was rather
thin and commonp].me' But the boys who
sal at his feet never reased to sound his
praises. Iishop Keener joincd in the
chorus most heartily. To the end of his
life he (ould think of no words that were
too culogistic to be applied to his old
teuacher.

Alter his graduation Bishop Keener re-
turned to Bultimore, and went into busi-
ness as o wholesnle druzgist, Before many
vears, however, he abandoned this veniure
and removed 10 Aliitbama, belng largely in-
finenced to tuhe ihis step by ihe fact that
the sonng lualy io whom he was engaged
had gone thither before him. Scon after
reachinzg that stuie he entered the itiner-
ant ministry on trial—about 1842, From
the st Lo was saccessful in his new voca-
tion His wenching was characterized by
evangelistic 1ervor,  Wherever he went as
pastor zreat revivals of aeligion followed
Nor did he ever lose the gitt of wmrgent ap-
peat  Long after hie had passed his three
gcore and ten was slill perfectly of
homw in the midst ot @ retigious upheaval.
On the strength of the recerd which he
made in Alabusua, he was transivived (o
Lowsiona and staiioned in New Orleans,
whith nas alwavs heen one of the hardest
flelds in the Unitcd Stales for Protestant
churches. Up 1o that time Methedism
harl managed to maintain there only satrug-
giing and doubtrul cxistence To him
moie than to any other one min i3 due
whatever suecesses 1t has aclieved e later
vears, e possebsed sla)ing  Qualilivs.
Nothing tughitenad him The grcatey
obstacie that confronled him the wme res
Huate his cotnage became, e had alvo the
Lt Wiy ol dlawihy aloiid i awen 74
nighest intelligence, and of Jotevisting
them in his work. His frnendships were
wll v credit to hin.

Tirst apd. last e
offices in the i,
whife and coloted congiegations, pre~1ding
cider on Jarge districts, agent for {eule
pary Collgge, wissionary to the sotdiers
in ihe Confederate army, and editor of the
New  Orleans  Christian Advocate In
every one of these positions he showed
great aility  No judge of a United States
Court ever teoh his daties wilh o Leener
sense of their importance than  he  dis
played in presiding over o Quarterly Con-
ference. It was ruid of him that every.
thine began (o move up us soon as he set
his foot inside ot a pastural charge. \ieie
{han fiflty vears huve clapsed since he
wrote “Post Oak Circult,” a humorous and

He
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filled nearly ol the

was pastor ol lLwth
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’ 1ncisive treatizs, in the form of a story, on
© {he ifnancial methods of the Methodlst
* hurch, but {t is still selllng right alons.
To read it wilthout laughter, indignation,
end edification is an impossibility., For
the Iitlieness, meanness and parsimony
that affllct so many professing Christians,
i@ had a fecling which bordered close upon

contempt. As an editor be easily stood in
the front. Nobody went to sleep ove: his
paper. In the yewrs immeulately follow-

ing the war, he did yeoman service In
inspiriting and encouraging the scaltered
hosts. He never trimmed or equivocated,.
Brwerybody knew where he stood on all
emergent {ssues. Even those who were not
willing to follow hlz lendership were com-
velled to adm!re bhis persistent candor.

Bishop Keener first appeared at & Gen-
ernl Conference in 1834. One of his col-
leagues from Louisiana, considerably his
junlor, was Holland XN. McTyeire, For
pome reusons of petty jealousy he was not
elected in 1858. But in the reconstruction
General Conference of 1866 he was once
more on hand, and very influeattal, The
Daily Christlan Advocate under his editor-
ghip fairly sparkled When it came to
choosing the four new Bishops he recelved
a large vote. but not quite enough to put
him in, Weightman, Doggelt, Marvic and
MeoTyelre being named. Agaln in 1370 he
played a most important part. Bishop
Janes and Dr. Harris were precent on 8
misston aof fraternity e¢nd union from the
Methodist Episcopal Clurth, and were re-
calved with great courtesy DBnt at & critl-
eal slage of the proceedings Dr Keener
arose with a copy of the Journal of the pre-
ceding Geueral Confereuce of the Methotist
Ypiecopal Church in his hand. apd chal
tenged the authority of the two Commis-
ploners, on the ground that the resolution
under which they were acting empowered
them to dea] directly only with the Africzn
Idetnodiats, and contzined 2 bare clause
concerning “any orher branch of the Aeth-
odiet Churck that may wigh (o unite with
us.” BSuch & roundabont way of getting at
things did pet at all please hlin, and he
aaid o in decorous but vigorous Hnglish.
A fow days later, parily, no doubt, as a re-
cult of this episode, he was clected Bishop,
defeating Dr. James A. Duncaun, of vir-
ginia, the most brilliant preacher of the
whoele Chuvch, by the narfos maigin of
ona vote or two votes, Thot was 1he first
General Conference in which laymet sat.
fopatar Reger Q HMilis represenied Texas
1 bpve baen told that he had some doubtl
nkout the accuracy of the count rRpd was
with diflculty restrained from exnics. :LE
iz cx the floor
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that his memory graduslly failed him, he
wag mentally alert and vigorous to the
very last. It was worth golag & long ways
to spend an honr with him and hear him
talk.

In personal appearance Bishop Keener
was mecat striking. Fuill aix feet tall, and
welghing 200 pounds or more, he had a
face which one could not easily forget.
blonde, smooth, with a magnificent fore-
head, o Roman nose, penetrating blne eyes
and a firm, strong jaw. As a youth he
was not handsowe, but time dealt gently
with him, and when he came to be cld,
softened and trausfigured his countenance.
Juu any company he would have been sio-
gled out as a man of distinction.

Above all things, he was a Christian, be-
ing what Neander terraed *“a heroic be-
liever.,” I bave never knowp & man that
seemed to me {o be more absoluiely conse-
crated. He knew, as few do, the gueaning
of prayer. Mo one ever heard him speak
of himself in a way that had even the
semblance of boustfulpess. But all that
he had and all thit he was Lelonged with-
o reserve to Chrlat. Iiia three sons, iwo
of whom have long been in Paradise, were
liagerant ministers, and one of his daugh-
ters was a minister's wife His conviction
that the gospel is sufiiclent to save the
world was ahsolute. The missionary re-
vival in the Church gnt much of its im-
pulse from him, and the Mexican Mission,
which now embraces three Apnual (Con-
ferencesa, wad. humanly apeaking, his (rea-
tion. le detighted to speak of it as & dis-
tfnet ereation of the Holy Chost'

flis preaching was pecullar. Tt would
not he correct to say that it was ever npopu-
Iar. Usuatly it lacked sharpness of outline
#nd detivition Eacept when he under-
took to write poetry, he was really a peot
A sort of golden haze often surrouoaed
his sermons. 1 once spoke of him, In an
article on Bishop McTyeire, as being sub-
tle, und the epithet did not much please
bim. In spite of the disabilities which 1
buve mentioned, he dellvered himnseif at
titaes with tremendovs energy Who that
ever heard him on the Prodigal Soen or on
Dives and Lazarus, ¢in forget the won-
derfv] play of imagivution, and the verita-
ble sea-surge of feeling with whlch he
reachea hic climax”

In debale le was an antagomist to be
dreaded. He d1d nou fight for exercizce bui
for victory, and he uwsuslly won It Ia
humor, wlich or priastple was carefally
1iprensad In the pulpit, herc broke out in
full force. Qnce In a while, wner he wat
deallng with what ne conceived (o be rell
grlons guackary or humbugeery, it tock the
form of careram »ud burnt ke ague forfie,
Ajnecerity was the prond ione of hie char-
acler, and the leck oi 1. provoleq his scor.

{35} 138}

In the chair of a delibsrative srembly
he literally preclded, bat he was oo rmorl
nel. Ifor the mare lotier of the law o
hud less respect than many others, bai e
kopt always within the opirit of J. For
Church trtals he had & horror, ang did not
hesltate to sry bt ike ceslsst way 10 pet
rld of a2z unworthy minister ‘or menhar
{s the beat. It ir told of hiwm thal he¢ once
consented to Tet w preacher out of ona «f
the Texas Confereaces without a  trisl,
provided he would sign o writicn plécge
vever to appiy for readmission.

His judgments of men e a0t plveys
{0 be hinpileitly truated. It le & meiter of
knowledge that he tried .to make great
men out of soma who could not Justif, ‘Lo
good opipnion that he held of ihem. Ner
did he take much pleasure la revisiag Bia
estimates, though he would do {4 vwhen the
facts -wverg compuisory.

Ho waa delightfnlly human even iz ha
prejudices  Mothlng could ba frerler v
more Lositive than hls diglikes 1 shn ).
be giad to ser lLtim and REishop ‘oh. .
Newman op the other side ‘Thera usier
wWEE #  Ia6re  pronouaced casz of what
Charies lamb  a'ls “imperiect eyilla
thiea' ihan that which ¢xisted between ‘i
lwo men

Thongh Bishop Keerer wag gn
Southerasr, he haed o wlde o ook
Big intellectual  interesiz  veres  varisd,
1reat hoaks were @ peasfan wviin hit
Altler he was soveniv-iive e carnod
Professor Jebb's two veiames: g2 “Vhe 3. U
Orafors™ on Tig Enistogn vaande  On ol
other orcalon, T fomgd bBim doep im 127n
Bargen's “Hevlaion Revissa "™ He vnr b,
haps the first man In his Chureh fo read
Purcell’'s “Manning.” Fe wae elgns vers
fend of mus:ie, apd 00k B st Celighl
in the flne arts. esueqelly in saintirg
never 1missipy an gppoertunity lo vis!t o2t
lery or see . masterpiery,

In his soc1a)l Ilfe, swwheiher g3 ho: o7
puest, he wan meaesi d2lightin). To Mve
him uepder one'n 1cef wes g2 venwdls fo-
How efectuglliy 1. did pray at the Ffounllh,
altar, and with what zo3e he so0i the wielt
old h:;mps'

When 1 owas
hand on mwy snonlder sl seid 1o T 18 .
ingiy, ~o men s 1L o b2 a0 al¥ia v
cannol fake in emply crrutia sod . Aasle
andg make 1wo pounds of 2oad buties” we
when | vag moade B0 e w0l Lig &
affectionete Jetter, ocleloy il Mty o
tevees Moy the Lord 304 gle’ yo v
b At TM L ® per tpe o 1) s
Kingz (hinot 0 19 coura? upon Tiladl
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agie with 91 a
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John Christian Xeener was a
Baltimorean, having been born there
Fcb., 7, 1819. He graduated at Wes-
leyan University, Connecticut, taking
his AB. in 1835 and his AM. in
1839. He then entered the drug busi-
ness in Baltimore and remgained in it
two or three years. In the meaniime,
his sweetheart, Miss Mary Anna
Spencer, had moved with her par-
ents to Alabama. Alabama then held
great atiraction for young Keener,
and to Alabama he came. Here he
married Miss Spencer, and here, too,
he was licensed to preach at old
Rehobeth Church, then on the Linden
Circuit, but in Wilecox County. Other
appointments on that circuit includ-
ed Dayton, Demopolis, Linden, Spring
Hill and nineteen others—twenty-
four in all, Shortly after Brother
Keener was licensed to preach, the
pastor of the Linden Circuit missed
ithe way, went astray, and young
Keener was appointed to fill out the
unexpired year's work., He was ad-
mitied on trial into the Alabama
Conference in the fall of that yvear—
1842—and was appointed to serve as
junior preacher, with the distingu-
ished Dr. Lovick Pierce as senior
preacher, at Franklin Street and Woes*
‘Ward, Mobile. In the middle of the
& "Ly
Yyear 18438 his presiding elder sent him
10 Demopolis. Here he held a great
revival meeting. Demopolis was made
over, Formerly a point on the Linden
Circuit, it now became a siaiion and
has remained such uniil this good
day. He reported 63 white members
and 115 colored members. e serm ed
Demopolis through 1845: he scerved
Tuscaloosa during 1846 and 1847. His
next appointment was at Moni-
gomery, where he served only onc
vear, Iransferring al the end of that
Yyear to the Louisiana Conference. It
was while serving in New Orleans
that he was elected a Bishop in 1870.
His son, Dr. J. O. Keener, was ior
many years a member of the Ala-
bama Conference, and served with
rare distinciion as President of the
Southern Universily at Greenshora,
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Dr. Robert Kennon, one of the me

beloved ministers of that section.
#oo% &

J. H. Vineent was born at Tusc
loosa, Alabama, Feb. 23rd, 1832. B
parents were northern people, ¥
father having been born near Milto
Pa., and his mother at Philadelphi
She was Mary Raser. In early li
she was left an orphan, and can
South to be with her brothers, one
Mobile and one in Demopolis. Ti
elder Vincent met her at the home -
her brother, and they were marric
at Demopolis. They Jater moved
Tuscaloosa and were living the
when, in 1832, J. H., Jr., was bor
Mr. Vincent had been reared a Pre:
bhyterian and Miss Raser a Luthera
After their marriage they joined tl
Methodist Church in which your
J. H. Vincent was baptized. The Vi
cents returned to Pennsylvania il
latter part of 1837. Their son w
licensed to preach in 1850. He fills
various appointments in ‘two of t
Northern Conferences, and was elec
ed a Bishop in the Methodist Episc
pal Church in 1888. He was one
the founders and principal! leadc¢
of the Chautaugqua Movement. )
became the author of nunerous boo
and pamphleis, and was known

of a number of books, including on:
of the most dependable Histories o
Methodism ever written, a monu
mental work that ought never to b
out of print. He was a church states.
man and was so recognized by al
whe knew him. He became the firs
President of WVanderbilt Universily
originally a Methodist institution. I
1847 in Mobile he married Miss Ame
[iz Townsend. One of their daugh
lers became 1he wife of Rev. Joh
J. Tigeri, who later became a Bisho
i the Churceh, while another ma:
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