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hev, G..!.B.Dawsey 

' I 
' ' 

Bev, u.l3.D&.wsey :ls tbe son o:f t1e late t:J'·rus .Dawsey, 
a.n exhort er in tbe Souther.u I1'.lethoci ist Church, who was es"'., 
peoiiilly gifted ill scul ?1i.noi11g. I:f he had .not died as a.· .. 
,voung rna.n it is probable tba·~ he would have .li.tiallXkrulwa.xa~ 
JUU1x.:eii:f:xm:::rrhXlJE1tst111;u*qxx:i'nn)lli"'100C gone i.u b::; the · · 
aoti ve minist:r.·y and become o.r!e o:f our outstandi.ug preaoherS-• 
. Mr. Dawsey was lJor.!.1 i.n Horry e0·ruJty, ..:>outh Carolina, and · 
was reared by his mo·ther, wile was a widow With ~tt sma,ll · 
children. Mr. Dawde,v attended Wof'ford 1Jcllege, i"inishiing. 
with the class of 1910. 1·:J1ile a. f'r;;shman in this school he" 
joined the Stuclen~ Volunteer Ba..ud, beiug much in:flua.uced. 
b~r a Japanese classmate to take .s.n i.utex·est in missions. ' 
He served for a quadrennium as :pa at or of the Me tho di et ohurch 
at Pacolet Mills, s.o. and was afterwards transferred to the 
Brazil conference. Mr. Dawsey is now pastor at Biriguy, 
Central Brazil conference, Northwest District. He has been 
on the :field since 1914. ' 

-----------



BISHOP DAWSEY 

IN BISHOP DA WSEY'S address on 
The Contribution of South Carolina 
Methodism to the Coming of the King
dom of God in Brazil (the 1960 address 
of the S. C. Conference Historical So
ciety), his extreme modesty dictated an 
almost total exclusion of the tremendous 
contribution made by the Dawsey family 
itself. The Historical Society, meeting 
at the time of the Annual Conference in 
Columbia, S. C., in June of 1960, voted 
that an addendum be written for the 
purpose of recording the work of the 
Dawseys, one of the most outstanding 
families of Methodist missions in Brazil. 
At the present time, the years of ser
vice of this one family (not including in
laws) total 150. Since three of the se
cond generation are still young, it well 
may be that the eventual total may set 
a record in years of service given by 
one family. 

Cyrus B. Dawsey, his wife, Ethel 
Sanders Dawsey, and infant daughter 
Ethel set out for Brazil in 1914, "not 
knowing whither they went," for they 
had volunteernd to go to Japan and 
had even given consideration to Cuba, 
but none to Brazil. At a district con
ference in Spartanburg in l!l13, the 
Rev. J. L. Kennedy presented the needs 
of Brazil so strongly that the Spartan
burg District volunteered to support a 
missionary family in that country, and 
the Dawsey family answered the call. 

They went first to Piracicaba for a 
year of languag·e study, and it was there 
that Sarah was born. Then they were 
sent to the vast interior of the state of 
Sao Paulo, which had just been pene
trated by the Sorocabana Railway, to 
pioneer in the establishment of Method
ist work ut Capivara, Birigui (where 
Agnes and Cyrus Jr. were born) and 
Marilia (Mary Ellyn's birthplace). 

Since Cyrus B. Dawsey was away 
from homa so much of the tinlC', the 
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The Co11.trib"L1tio11 of tl1.e 

Cyrt1s B. Dawsey f a111ily 
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To Brazilia11 

Methodis111 
burden of the care of the family fell 
upon his wife, Ethel Sanders Dawsey, 
truly a most remarkable woman. For 
34 years she served untiringly in so 
many capacities that no resume could do 
her justice. Living, as she did, in places 
where there were no doctors, she set 
broken limbs, nursed the sick back to 
health, served as mid-wife and taught 
the women how to make up formulas 
for their children. Sarah recalls that 
frequently there would be a long· line 
of people awaiting her ministration. One 
room was set aside for cases of serious 
illness, among them patients whose dis
eases were later diagnosed as tubercu
losis and leprosy. Since the sick were 
often brought in too late, the Dawsey 
home frequently became a funeral home 
as well as a hospital and it was Mrs. 
Dawsey who prepared the bodies for 
burial and comforted the bereaved. "How 
did she do all of this without endanger
ing the health of her family?" I asked 
Sarah. "We had only furniture that 
could be disinfected: wicker chairs, iron 
beds, and inexpensive corn-shuck mat
tresses that could be burned. And too, 
I'm sure that God took care of us," was 
the answer. 

It was Ethel S. Dawsey, too, who took 
upon herself to elevate the educational 
and cultural standards of the communi
ties in which she lived. In Birigui she 
taught in Colegio Noroeste. In places 
where there were no schools, she taught 
her own and other children in her home. 
She was a wonderful story-teller an<l 
established a weekly story hour held in 
the homes of various church members. 
This was begun for children but soon 
cl1tended to adults and became a means 
of health as well as religious education. 

Mrs. Dawsey organized the women of 
the various churches which her husband 
served. She loved dramatics and would 
arrange Bible stories to be acted out by 

• 
By 

MRS. CLYDE VARN GRIFFING 

• 

the women, managing to write in a part 
for every one, even the most timid, and 
they responded and loved it. Sarah re
calls that the problems of scenery and 
costuming denuded the Dawsey home of 
window curtains, table cloths and other 
movable objects. 

Gardening was a family project, in
spired and guided by the mother. The 
children vied with one another to see 
which could grow the loveliest flowers 
and finest tomatoes. It was Ethel S. 
Dawsey, too, who remembered birthdays 
and prepared for Christmas, making with 
her own hands toys and other presents 
for which there was no money. 

The one cause of parental friction 
lay in that Bishop Dawsey's greatest 
failing "leaned to virtue's side." Any 
homeless stray or drunk who had no 
place to lay his head found that place 
at the Dawsey home, especially if he 
claimed to be "protestante." Ethel's 
protests availed nothing. It never fail
ed that by morning, the "protestante" 
would have disappeared taking with him 
some of the family worldly goods of 
which there was never a surplus. 

And so for the Dawsey family, life in 
a mud house with beaten clay floors, 
kerosene lamps, water drawn from a 
well and corn-shuck mattresses, was not 
accounted as one of hardships. Neither 

·did inadequate educational facilities nor 
unsatisfactory medical care ever bring 
a murmur of complaint. The essentials 
of Abundant Living were not lacking 
and all the members of the Dawsey fam
ily, "rooted and grounded in love," 
identified themselves wholly with the 
community in which they lived. 

When Cyrus B. Dawsey went away 
on trips that sometimes sti-ctched out a 
month with no possible communication 
with his family, he knew that both his 
home and the local church were left in 
capable hands and that he could give of 
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his best to the extension of the church in 
faraway places. For twenty-one years, 
in dust and rain and heat Cyrus B. 
Dawsey penetrated the Noroeste (north
west) of Sao Paulo, establishing and nur
turing churches among the lowly, serving 
as pastor and counsellor to numerous 
flocks and as dist1·ict superintendent to 
the new districts that came into exist
ence largely as a result of his labors. In 
Birigui he founded Colegio Noroeste 
which today offers primary and second
ary education as well as the normal and 
business courses to over a thousand boys 
and girls who otherwise would have no 
school. 

The seven years spent in Sao Carlos 
offered a bit more in physical comfort 
but no relaxation in effort. And so it 
was not surp1ising that the many who 
referred to Cyrus B. Dawsey as "meu 
pai espiritual" elected him bishop in 
1946. Until that date, Bishop Tarboux 
had been the only American to be elect
ed bishop by the General Conference of 
the outonomous Brazilian church. Bish
op Dawsey truly was one among the 
meek to inhel"it the earth. He who had 
never sought prestige nor position for 
himself heard the call, "Friend, go up 
higher." He brought to the episcopacy 
years of rich experience and a deep 
unde1·standing of people and their prob
lems. He never lost his special concern 
for the forgotten rural population and 
did much to awaken rural pastors to 
their responsibilities for the whole of 
life. That a fine rural church program 
has come into existence among the 
Methodists of Brazil is due to a larg< f8 
degree to his interest and efforts. 16 

Afte1· being made bishop, Cyrus .s. 16 
Dawsey went with his family to live in !4 
Piracicaba, a town that the family had 6 
come to love. It was there that Ethel 7 
Sanders Dawsey died in 1948, and was 0 
laid to rest in the land she loved and p 
served so well. ~ 

~ 
9 

Surely the blood of pioneers ran in 
the veins of the Dawsey children. In 
1937, the oldest daughter, Ethel, and her 
husband Albert Ream, arrived in Brazil 1 
where they were to establish the Meth- 3 
odist Church's first School of Sacred 5 
Music for the preparation of choir di- 5 
rectors. The Reams accomplished much 1 
in stimulating church music as, for 
twelve years in Sao Paulo and eight in 5 
Rio de Janeiro, they taught music and 2 
trained choir directors and teachers. To- ~ 
day th" result of their training is evident l 
in the schools and churches. 8 

In 1941, Sarah was sent to Colegio 2 

Bennett in Rio to pioneer in pre-primary 9 

education. She set up the first nursery 
school in Brazil and trained teachers for 8 

this work. Today the nurs0ry school at 3 

Colegio Bennett is a model for pre- 2 

primary education. It is a four-year O 
course and has a long waiting list of 6 
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children from the city's most prominent 
families. Each year new nursery schools 
are coming into existence, all having the 
stamp of evangelical influence received 
by their teachers at Colegio Bennett. 

When the Board of Directors were 
needing a principal for Bennett in 1955, 
they selected Sarah. She accepted the 
greater responsibility which she executes 
most efficiently, but she did not give 
up the nursery school. Each day at the 
music hour she is there at the piano ac
companying the little ones and aiding 
them in their problems and progress. 

Agnes went out in 1940 to become 
Mrs. Will Rogers, Will having preceded 
her the year before. They were sent to 
the rolling plains of Rio Grande do Sul, 
the most southern of Brazilian states. 
There they labor among the gauchos 
(cowboys) a knife-carrying, "gun
totin' " people, different in character to 
the rural paulista. (Agnes says that 
after Will has read the invitation to the 
communion service, a gaucho hesitating
ly says, "Com licenca, reverendo," at 
which all the men proceed to pile their 
arms on a table before taking com
munion.) Agnes and Will experience the 
same lack of physical comfort that the 
former knew in her childhood. But they 
and their five boys are radiantly happy 
in God's big outdoors of the gaucho 
plains. 

Cyrus Junior, caught up in World 
War II, did not get back to the land of 
his birth until 1952. With his wife, 
Marshlea and their three children (now 

Summerton 52 56 
Sumter: 

Aldersgate 59 6 
St. John 56 34 
St. Mark 83 84 
Trinity 165 183 

West Kershaw 21 21 

LAKE CITY DISTRICT 

Quota 2002-Secured 975 

Andrews 54 26 
Berkeley Circuit 26 11 
Bethlehem-Salem 39 13 
Cad es 54 20 
Coward 50 14 
Darlington: 

Trinity 103 55 
Darlington Circuit 54 47 

Florence: 
Central 255 79 
Highland Park 30 12 
St. Paul 85 7 

Georgetown: 
Duncan Memorial 121 14 
Wayne 40 35 

Greeleyville-Lane 33 39 
Hemingway 48 4 
Hemingway Circuit 55 58 
Jamestown 18 31 
Johnsonville 5 4 

four), he returned to Sao Paulo, the 
state in which he was born, and is render
ing a great service in the extension of 
God's kingdom in that state as pastor and 
district superintendent. 

This writing would be most incom
plete without the mention of Lillian 
Knobles Dawsey, who, having given 
about 20 years as a missionary to China, 
twice was sent to Brazil to work in our 
schools when the political situation pro
hibited her return to China. It was in 
December 1951 that she and Bishop 
Dawsey were married. Her spirit of 
dedication and altruism made her years 
in Brazil a blessing to all whose lives 
touched hers. 

Mary Ellyn, the youngest of the Daw
sey family, has served as kindergarten 
teacher in two of our schools in Brazil. 
At present she is working at the South's 
big social problem of better race rela
tions by helping in the kindergarten at 
Bethlehem Center, Columbia. 

The churches of our conference who 
have had the great privilege of sup
porting the Dawsey family in the field 
have made a rich investment which will 
continue to pay high dividends in the 
development of Christian character in 
Brazil. Bishop Dawsey is the only Meth
odist missionary to Brazil to give four 
second-generation missionaries to the 
field. And what about third generation 
missionaries? The prospects are excel
lent and it well may be that Brazil may 
be blessed by the cooperation of the 
Dawsey descendents for years to come. 

Crescent Beach 
Dillon: 

28 12 

Main Street 
Dillon Circuit 

Lake View 
Latta 

94 
17 
36 
48 
26 

97 
15 
15 
56 

Little River 
Loris: 

First Church 
Loris Circuit 

Marion: First Church 
Marlboro 
McColl 
Mullins: 

Macedonia 
Mullins Circuit 

Myrtle Beach 
Murrell's Inlet: 

Belin Memorial 
Nichols 
Tatum 
Waccamaw 

40 
24 

125 
32 
29 

85 
41 

137 

19 
73 
28 
41 

ORANGEBURG DISTRICT 

Quota 1661-Sec:ured 1377 

Allendale 
Bamberg: 

Main Street 
Trinity 

42 

(Continued on page 

25 
53 
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OJqy il(iughnm illume Bishop Cushman, 
Retired, Dies At 80 

RESOLUTION 
John Marvin Rast IN TRIBUTE TO DR. J. M. ARIAIL 

THE FANN ER BEES 

In his book on "The Lord's Prayer" 
Glenn Clark tells a parable of the "Fan
ner Bees." 

Nashville, Tenn.-Retired Methodist 
Bishop Ralph S. Cushman, 80, Raleigh, 
N. C., died of a heart attack August 10 
at Herkimer, N. Y., while en route to 
Vermont on a vacation trip, the Associ
ated Press reported. 

Unanimously Passed June 23. 1960, by South 
Carolina Annual Conference, The Methodist 

Church 

Whereas, the term of service for a number 
ot men1bers of the Bonrd of Pensions \Viii expire 
at the close of this Annua) Conference, amonrc 
these being some \Vho had served many yea1·s 
before our present eight.year rule; and, A visitor to a hive was impressed by 

a whirring sound. 
The old bee-keeper told him that it 

was the sound of the fanner bees, stand
ing with lowered heads toward the cen
ter of the hive, and with wings moving 
wondrously fast, fanning the bad air 
out through one side of the entrance 
and sucking in the pure air on the other 
side. 

Accompanying him on the trip were 
his wife and son, the Rev. Dr. Robert E. 
Cushman, dean of the Duke Divinity 
School, Durham, N. C., the report said. 

Whereas, numbered among these is Dr. J. M. 
Ariail, \Vho \Vas reared in a l\fcthodist parson
age and \vho, as a layman, felt called of God 
to champion the cause of adequate support for 
retired ministers, their \vives, and chiJdren; and, 

Whereas, during his thirty-year tl"rm of ser
vice on the Board of Pensions. the maximum 
pension allo\vance has increased over 700 per 
cent; and, 

We all know persons whom they typ
ify. 

Funeral services were scheduled for 
Geneva, N. Y. He was elected bishop 
in 1932, serving as bishop of the Denver, 
Colo., and St. Paul, Minn., Areas of 
The Methodist Church. 

Whereas, during the past four years in 
\\•hich he hns served as Chairman of the Board 
of Pensions, \\'e have so consistently raised the 
annuity rate that the present Annual Confer
ence set the annuity rate at SGO per service 
year, thereby kcepina the payment to retired 
ministers in proportion to the payment of 
active ministers; They hold not their lives dear unto 

themselves, but give them freely for the 
brightening and freshening of life about 
them. 

Letters To The Editor 
SUNDAY FARM POLICY 

No\\', therefore. be it resolved thnt the South 
CnroHna Conferenc<·, in session June 23, 1960, 
express its appreciation to nil outgoing mem
bers of this Board and especialJy to Dr. Ariail 
for his insh~ht nnd dedication as expressed 
through his ltad<"rship in this very important 
Rrl'n of the Church's concern for its ministry. 

Fred R. Atkinson 
Columbia, S. C. 

r Congratulations 
To the Editor. 

\Ve noted that a conference of farm 
leaders had been called for Sunday, 
August 21, in Des Moines, Iowa, by the 
politicos for the purpose of arriving at 
a national farm policy. This might have 
been a plausible news item from Soviet 
Russia where materialism is god. Is 
there such a shortage of food and fibre 
as to justify the use of the Sabbath thus'! 
Has our stomach taken precedence over 
our souls and is this a sign of the times? 

Methodist 

John G. Hipp 
D. E. Cnnndny 

'l he Rev. W. E. Seifert III, pastor of 
Sandy Springs Charge, and his wife an
nounce the birth of a daughter, Rebecca 
Lee. She arrived July 16. She was 
baptized by her father on Sunday mom
ing, .July 31, at Sandy Springs. 

REVIVAL 
.. :...., "uc J.J.a t::)t=Ht.. t..1.111~, L-114-' y~ur~ OJ :::;er-
vice of this one family (not including in
laws) total 150. Since three of the se
cond generation are still young, it well 
may be that the eventual total may set 
a record in years of service given by 
one family. 

Cyrus B. Dawsey, his wife, Ethel 
Sanders Dawsey, and infant daughter 
Ethel set out for Brazil in 1914, "not 
knowing whither they went," for they 
had volunteered to go to Japan and 
had tven given consideration to Cuba, 
but none to Brazil. At a district con
ference in Spartanburg in 1913, the 
Rev. J. L. Kennedy presented the needs 
of Brazil so strongly that the Spartan
burg District volunteered to support a 
missionary family in that country, and 
the Dawsey family answered the call. 

They went first to Piracicaba for a 
year of language study, and it was there 
that Sarah was born. Then they were 
sent to the vast interior of the state of 
Sao Paulo, which had just been pene
trated by the Sorocabana Railway, to 
pioneer in the establishment of Method
ist work at Capivara, Birig·ui (where 
Agnes and Cyrus Jr. were born) and 
Marilia (Mary Ellyn's birthplace). 

Since Cyrus B. Dawsey was away 
from home so much of the time, the 

eases \Vere Jat.'-!L UJti~JIU:)CU RO \tUU..:>I .... ". 

losis and leprosy. Since the sick were 
often brought in too late, the Dawsey 
home frequently became a funeral home 
as well as a hospital and it was Mrs. 
Dawsey who prepared the bodies for 
burial and comforted the bereaved. "How 
did she do all of this without endanger
ing the health of her family?" I asked 
Sarah. "We had only furniture that 
could be disinfected: wicker chairs, iron 
beds, and inexpensive corn-shuck mat
tresses that could be burned. And too, 
I'm sure that God took care of us," was 
the answer. 

It was Ethel S. Dawsey, too, who took 
upon herself to elevate the educational 
and cultural standards of the communi
ties in which she lived. In Birigui she 
taught in Colegio Noroeste. In places 
where there were no schools, she taught 
her own and other children in her home. 
She was a wonderful story-teller and 
established a weekly story hour held in 
the homes of various church members. 
This was begun for children but soon 
extended to adults and became a means 
of health as well as religious education. 

Mrs. Dawsey organized the women of ' 
the \'arious churches which her husband 
served. She loved dramatics and would 
arrange Bible stories to be acted out by 

Deaths 
AUGUST 

7 Dr. \\'illinm E. Bickley, 69, Pendleton 
7 Jack K. Hurley. 27, Inman 
8 l\1'ichae] J. Hines, 7, Charleston 
8 WilJinm B. Horne, 70, l'rlidland Park 
8 J. Cullen Kay, 71, Antreville 
8 l\fiss Ivy l\lcFnJJ, G2, Pickens 
8 'fhomns 'V. Rushton, 16, \Vngener 
9 Mrs. Lou S. Dlinklcy, 84, Whitn1ire 
9 Mrs. Essie J. Richbourg, 66, Summerton 
9 Wilson Taylor, 82, Ji'lorc-nce 
9 Wylie Jefferson 'Varel, 76, Jonesville 
9 Mack D. Wright, 75, AbbeviJlc 

... \..IO Perlis Dio Po,vell, 55, Union 
10 Marion K. \Vicker, 61, Nc\\·berry 
10 Tommy \Villiamson, 64, North 

}a,?1 J l\:lrs. Lenn D. Allen, 67, Con\vay 
fa"'11 Casper E. Roever, 11, Bntesburg 

11 J.frs. Mae G. S:nvyer, 82, Wagener 
h( J l George Schultz, 34, Laurens 

12 Homer D. Henry, 86, Clinton 
P 12 Mrs. Myrtlo S. Hodges, 72, Cades 
a 12 Mrs. Tillie N. Hutt. 73, Union 
c] 12 Mrs. Marit W. Lane, 76, Ne,vberry 

12 Dr. John Y. McKinney, 74, Jo"lorence 
p· Ia Mrs. Kate W. Ensterlinc, 76, Walterboro 
e• 13 Walter G. Jackson, Spartanburg 

13 Mr:;, Irene V. \Villiams, 55, Dan1berg w 

S• to help in any way we can to inform 
'I'\ folk about the conditions over there. 

Since it is a good long way from here 
~ bark up that way I will try to see as 

many folk as possible when I do come. 
'I'\ I know that it is not going· to be pos

-~ sible for me to do this on Sundays but 
will try to arrange for week-day appointu 
ments as well as Sundays. a 

o-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

a · - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - · 

;v B E R 1 0 - 1 5, 1 9 6 0 
c 

Christian Social Concerns for Ministers, 

York City and one day in Washington. 
O.ntals estimated at $50.00. 
rms, 28 Wilson St., Sumter, S. C. v 
t 
( ------·------··--·----------------· 
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Liberty Hill-Ebenezer 41 
Memorial 81 
Victor 47 
Wood's Chapel-Sharon 80 
Zoar 24 

Liberty 16 
Mauldin: Poplar Springs 38 
McBee 5 
Mountain View 18 
Owings-Bramlett 50 
Simpsonville: 

Simpsonville 27 
Bethel 19 

Slater 24 
Travelers Rest 19 
Woodruff: 

Emma Gray Memorial 30 
Grace 23 

Verner Springs 
Miscellaneous 

GREENWOOD DISTRICT 

Quota 2078-Secured 1706 

Abbeville: 
Grace 43 
Main Street 72 

Bath 29 
Belvedere 29 
Charles Wesley 12 
Clearwater-Carolina Hgts. 14 
Clinton: 

Bailey Memorial 13 
Broad Street 79 
Lydia-Sandy Springs 25 

Edgefield-Trenton 54 
Graniteville 84 
Greenwood: 

Galloway 23 
Greenwood Circuit 29 
Harris 28 
Lowell Street 4 7 
Main Street 186 
Mathews 68 
Panola-Bethlehem 31 
Tranquil 43 

Jackson 43 
Joanna 49 
Kinards 22 
Langley 41 
Laurens: 

Central 33 
First Church 81 
St. James 37 

McCormick 64 
Mt. Lebanon Circuit 58 
Newberry: 

Central 97 
Epting Memorial 43 
Lewis 41 
Newberry Circuit 28 
O'Neal Street 59 
Trinity 36 

New Ellenton 32 
Ninety Six: 

Cambridge 41 
St. Paul 34 

North Augusta 153 
Phoenix 48 
Plum Branch 54 

AUGUST 26, 1960 

11 
34 
35 
80 

6 
37 

3 
48 
46 

7 
22 
23 
24 

2 
17 

l 

50 
31 
10 

1 
35 

18 
80 
14 
66 
99 

32 
18 
16 
46 
24 
66 
17 

130 
40 
11 
18 
49 

1 
113 

5 
65 
51 

165 
2 

114 
21 
58 
42 
19 

Vaucluse 
Warrenville 
Waterloo 

22 
26 
39 

HARTSVILLE DISTRICT 

Quota 1770-Secured 1410 

Ashland-Hebron 23 
Bethlehem 68 
Bethune 29 
Bishopville: 

Bethlehem 75 
St. Matthew Circuit 40 

Camden 112 
Cheraw 82 
Chesterfield: 

St. Paul 38 
Shiloh-Zoar 77 
East Chesterfield 44 

Dalzell 11 
Hartsville: 

St. Luke 33 
Twitty Chapel 30 
Wesley 81 

Heath Springs 41 
Jefferson 41 
Kershaw 16 
Lewis Chapel-Zoar 29 
Lugoff: St. John 18 
Lydia 58 
Lynchburg 39 
McBee 58 
Mt. Olivet-Pleasant Grove 38 
Oswego 44 
Pageland 62 
Pinewood 43 
Rembert 26 
Ruby 34 
Spring Hill 43 
Summerton 52 
Sumter: 

Aldersgate 59 
St. John 56 
St. Mark 83 
Trinity 165 

West Kershaw 21 

LAKE CITY DISTRICT 

Quota 2002-Secured 975 

Andrews 54 
Berkeley Circuit 26 
Bethlehem-Salem 39 
Ca des 54 
Coward 50 
Darlington : 

Trinity 103 
Darlington Circuit 54 

Florence: 
Central 255 
Highland Park 30 
St. Paul 85 

Georgetown: 
Duncan Memorial 121 
Wayne 40 

Greeleyville-Lane 33 68 
33 
12 
30 

Hemingway 48 
Hemingway Circuit 55 
Jamestown 18 

6 Johnsonville 5 

34 
5 

31 

Johnsonville Circuit 31 
Jordan 46 
Kingstree 79 

10 
30 
65 

82 
5 

11 
17 

49 
45 

0 
5 

13 
24 

147 
49 
56 
38 
20 
20 
62 
23 
50 
34 
39 
39 
36 
32 
5 

20 
56 

6 
34 
84 

183 
21 

26 
11 
13 
20 
14 

55 
47 

79 
12 
7 

Kingstree Circuit 35 
Lake City 79 
Lamar 39 
Lamar Circuit 30 
Liberty-Friendship 37 
Manning 75 
Mt. Vernon 28 
New Zion 63 
Pamplico 28 
Pisgah-Pine Grove 40 
St. Stephen 38 
Sam pit 34 
Scranton 22 
Tabernacle 20 
Timmonsville-Salem 46 
Trio 35 
Turbeville-Olanta 55 
Union 52 

MARION DISTRICT 

Quota 1687-Secured 1285 

Aynor: Rehoboth 69 
South Aynor 42 
Bennettsville 126 
Bennettsville Circuit 55 
Bethel-Ebenezer 23 
Beulah 46 
Blenheim 37 
Bucksville 64 
Centenary 51 
Clio 42 
Conway: 

First Church 106 
Trinity 35 
Conway Circuit 68 

Crescent Beach 28 
Dillon: 
Main Street 94 

Dillon Circuit 17 
Lake View 36 
Latta 48 
Little River 26 
Loris: 

First Church 40 
Loris Circuit 24 

Marion: First Church 125 
Marlboro 32 
McColl 29 
Mullins: 

Macedonia 
Mullins Circuit 

Myrtle Beach 
Murrell's Inlet: 

Belin Memorial 
Nichols 
Tatum 
Waccamaw 

85 
41 

137 

19 
73 
28 
41 

ORANGEBURG DISTRICT 

Quota 1661-Secured 1377 
14 
35 
39 Allendale 42 
4 

58 
31 

4 

Bamberg: 
Main Street 25 
Trinity 53 

(Continued on page 14) 

PAGE SEVEN 

23 
5 

55 
21 
14 
8 
8 
4 

35 
28 
26 
34 
44 
23 
11 

7 

60 
9 

86 
5 

53 
4 

43 
18 

7 
9 

35 
30 
47 
47 

271 

6 
15 
12 

97 
15 
15 
56 

2 

94 
10 

9 
42 
38 

85 
48 
32 

82 
11 
52 

49 

19 
4 



BOARD OF MISSIONS OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL SECRET ARY 

MEMORANDUM 
.April 18, 1972 

TO: All Personnel 

FROM: Tracey K. Jones, Jr. 

Word has just been sent us that Lillian kNobles Dawsey, a former missionary 
to China, died April 8 after a long illness. Mrs. Dawsey is the wife of 
the retired Brazilian Bishop Cyrus B. Dawsey and is the step-mother of 
two children and one grand step-mother also in missionary service. 

Funeral services were held in Columbia, South Carolina. Messages may 
be sent to Bishop Cyrus B. Dawsey at: 1406 Columbia College Drive, 
South Carolina 29203. 

lah 
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COPY 

.March 51 1942 

RE: llISS LILLIAN DOBLES 

.lties .billian Knobles was a missionary in China since 1921, and did out
standing teaching in Mcfyeire School in Shanghai. She is now unable to return 
to her field. Bennett College in Rio de Janeiro is asking for a specialist in th:. 
teaching of English, and liss !nobles has been assiined to their staff. The re
quest came that she arrive in time for the opening 0£ the new college course this 
March. 1'e have been •ndea•oring since last September tog et Miss Knobles there, 
and finally secured f;l.l the necessary permits. 

Miss Knobles is a WOJl&n of rather outs:tanding character. She is calm and 
cool in difficult situations. We feel that it is not a mere coincidence that a 
China missionary is being transferred to Brazil, but that Miss Knobles is the type 
o:f person who can interpret the best in China and the best in America to the 
Brazilian peopl.e, and we know that she goes with the desire to understand and appre
ciate wbat Brazil is trying to do in i'oatering higher education £or women. 



W.• We Reid 
Board of Missiona and Church Extension 

\ of the Methodist Church 
150 Fifth Avenue, New York 11, New York 

released upon receipt 

Bishop Cyrus Bassett Dawsey, a son of South Carolina. and long known as 

"the Asbury o:f Brazil 11 because of his tireless pioneer work, most of it carried on 

from horseback, in that republic, will be the guest-speaker at 

on 

Bishop Dawsey will tell something o:f his work in Brazil, and of the opportunities for 

Christian service there• 

It was at the General Conference of the Methodist Church o~ Brazil, in 

1946, that Dr. Dawsey was elected to the episcopacy. For thirty-two years prior to 

that election he had travelled throug.~out the northwestern part of the State of Sao 

Paulo, "extending the church, 11 keeping in advance of the rapidly expanding frontier, 

gathering peoples from many varied backgrounds into churches, and helping them in the 

erection of scores of new church edifices. The ter1·itory he served was marked, only 

a few years ago, on the maps of Brazil as "Uttknown -- inhabited by Indians." Perhaps 

more than any other man of any race or nation, he help~d make i·t; known to civilization 

and to the Christian gospel. 

One of the ohurohes he organized. that at Biriguy, is perhaps the best 

organized and largest Uethodist church in the state. On the official board there were 

and are Brazilians. North Americans. 3nglish, Spanish, Portuguese. Japanese and Itali-

ans -- an index or the complex makeup or the countryside, 

It is told that on one occasion Dr, Dawsey, returning from a tiring journey 

of several days, found most of the people fleeing the town because of a revolutionary 

army that was reported ready to take it. It was expected that he would hurry his 

family from the town also, Instead he remounted his horse, rode through the town and 

countryside, and called the evangelicals to a prayer meeting in the little church that 



,, - 2 -

evening~ While everyone else was fleeing,_ the Method.is~ g('.tl\ered in theil' sanctuary 

in song and praise and prayer. The next day, when the r~volutionary leaders arrived 

in town, Dr. Dawsey was at the railroad station to meet them. '.rhe town was spared 

any dSlll8.ge. 

Bishop Dawsey was born in Aymor, South Caroline .• and was educated at 

Wofford College. While still in college he was appointed to a pastorate near the 

college, and that same year was admitted into membership in the South Carolina Annual 

Conference of the former Methodist Episcopal Church, South. Thl1ee years later, in 

19141 he was appointed a missionary to Brazil. 

-----~--~- 46 -----------



' 
W. W. Reid 
Boa.rd of Hissions and Churoh Extension 

of the Methodist Churoh 
150 Fifth A.venue, 1ie1·1 York 11, N.Y. 

Four ~ew Methodist Buildings Dedicated in Brazil 

The four new buildings of Colegio Americano, Methodism's notable school in 

Porto Alegre, Brazil, were dedicated on March 20. 

Participating in the service were the three bishops o:? the Methodist Church 

of Brazil - ... B~hop Cesar ~CO.AA::;9f th~ Morth Brazil Conference, Bishop ~rus B.,,: 
-...:... - -

Dawsey of the Central Brazil Conference, and Bishop Isaias Suoasas of the South Brazil r---_ 

Conference. Dr. Derly Chaves, pastor of Central Methodist Church in Porto Alegre and 

president of the Boa.rd of Trustees of the school, presided and spoke on the history of 

the institution. Miss Eliabeth M. Lee, executive secretary of the Homan' s Division of 

Christian Service in Latin Amerioa, represented the Board o:f 1!i.ssions
1 

.and presented 

the buildings to the Methodist Church of Bl"S.Zil. 

The service of dedication, in Portuguese,, follo\"1ed the :Methodist ritual 

for the dedioation of schools. On the platform.were distinguished citizens of the 

city and friends of' the school, and the large auditorium was filled with parents and 

other guestsi while the student body of over 600 filled the galleries and the adjoin-

ing gymnasium. 

This nevr school is· situated on a high hill commanding a superb view of the 

city and harbor. The four buildings are Pfeiffer Hall, containing the administration 

o:ffioes and classrooms and given by the late rnrs. Henry Pfeiffer in memory of her 

husband; the Elizabeth H. Lee a.udi tori um and gymnasium building; the social life build .. 

ing; and the dormitory. In addition a beauti.ful chapel is being built
1 

the gift of 

graduates, students, parents and friends of the school. Upon completion it will be 

dedicated in a special service. 

The construction of this nEllv plant has been made possible by the Pfeiffer 

gift, and by the oontributions to the lfoman's :Oivison for this projeot by many friends 



from all parts of the _united States. The work itself is due to the planning and super

vision of Miss M\ry Sue Brown., arohiteot and builder,who through the di£:f'ioult period 

ot the vra.r has surmounted many obstacles in order to achieve the dream of her lifet;ime 

in these new bu1.ldings £or the school where she has for maey years served as principal. 

Colegio .Am.erioano now rejoices in one of the most beautiful and adequate group or 
buildings owned by the Methodist Church in any part of the vrorld. 



-

.,. "" "t>~.td :sl• ~a. •UJilii: 

BU!.>rd O!' tti.s11iOll8 or 't.ne Mai:J•odifrt Churcll 
160 F'ifth Avonue,• York 11 • .!'1.Y • 

tired b:lah.op of' the Uothodia'I'..; Chw-oh o!: ~'lil. Tho oeremoey wae oonduoized at 

the cloaia..: aervioe of the Method.ii:it Furloulf)led Uiasior.a1•i<ola C:onfert.'fJ.oe on the 

®lllpua o.i' Delauw University. 'l'ha now 1Jli3aior.:r;.ri s v.1"\3 (lo£t -eo :right) .I.fr. rtnd 

141'$ • John llughliJtt, Coooa. l?ln., goinl:; -t.o the llelr,:tan COngo1 the fu:tv• .bl:lwin 

lkiyer. ~letta. Mich. (Mrs. Hcyor, a'!.; hor h.1u1bliu:i<l's rlt~hi:;_. previously bad been 



W.W. Reid 
Boa.rd of Missions a..."ld C.in.;_·cch .wx"'.;er!Sion 

of the Methodist Church 
150 Fifth Avenue, New York 11, N. Y. 

Brazil Re-elects Its Bishops 

MAR 7 1950 

A report from the recent General Conference of the 

Methodist Church in Brazil says that all three present bishops 

(who serve four-year terms) were re-elected: Bishop Cesar Dacorso, 

Bishop Cyrus B. Dawsey, and Bishop Isaias Sucasas, The Rev, Charles 

W. Clay, missionary, was elected executive secretary of the Board of 

EGucation; the Rev. Wilbur K. S:mitb, nissiona.ry, executive secretary 

of the Boa.rd of Social Actiou; and the Rev. Augv.sto Schwab, execu-

tive secretary of the Board of Missions. 

The most drastic action taken by the General Conference 

was a vote to make ti thing mcl.Ilde.toi·y upon all church members. 

---------- 50 ----------
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Vi, W. Reid 
Board of Missions &nd Church Extension 

of tho Methodist Church 
150 Fifth Avenui:i, New York 11. Hew York 

• 

Bro. z i 1 Elc cts Thr<.>e Bi shops 

Two new bishops of the Muthodist Church of Brl,zil wore elected, r:.od Bishop 

Ceee.r Ducorso wi,s re-elected, ut the recent session of t'ie General Conference of 

Brazil 1 s dr,ughter of North Americo.n Mcthodis:n. Each election is for .four years, 

Bishop Dacorso 1 s being for the fourth consccuti ve fo~r-ycs r period, 

The now bishops arc Dr. Cyrus Bass<:tt Duwscy, Et veteran missi')nary; and 
b \...._, ·x~ ~- . ,' ~-r • "., -··- -..1.). r %5' ::· ·: a 

the Rev. Iso.ias Suca.sas, son of Spnnish immigrants to Brazil. 

Tho General Confcrcnce u.lso re-t<lected Dr. Jami:s E. Ellis o.s general secre-

tnry of tho Boord of Christit1n Education• i.nd Dr. Augusto Schwab as general secretary 

of the Board of Missions; r.nd chose thu .h'.0v. Cht.1·l0s v;. Clay, a mission!'try, as general 

secretary of the B0c,rd of Socic.l Action in succcssi0n to the vcter<i.n missionc.ry, Dr. 

Hugh c. Tucker. 

Th0 bishops und the sccretr,rics consti tu to th.;; Gonorfal Cc.bi net of the 

Mothodi st Church of Brr... z i 1. 

Dr. l'i. H. b:oore ·wr,s ro-<Jlcctcd pruc.idcnt of th0 School of Thc.ology in 

Juiz de Fora. l!e is « former prc8ident -;,f Grc.nbcry Collc;gi:;, Br:i.zil. 

Bishop Dowsuy hs.s bc:cn a tircloss pionc<.r in extending Mvthodism in the 

northwestern pi::.rt of the St£,t<; of Sc,o Pt,ulo, 1~nd hc.s b-1Cn ca.llcd "the Asbury of Brazi~ 1 

A nu ti ve of South Curol ino., vtluct- tcd c, t iiofford Col!,_ ge, hr h£:s bt:en in missionary 

service in Br:::.zil since 1914. In s,~o Pculo ho hns kept in C·dv..\ncc of thG rapidly 

expe.nding frontier, has gr.ther0d p;;cpl0 -- frnm m£·n~' v:-.ri'"d baclq;r<iunds -- into 

churches, nnd hns led them in th0 ..:rccticn ::f scores of cl:urch buildinbs. The terri-

tory he S •·r"•'•d ",·1· ... s only .'.• f••'" Y'"'··· r" ",., .. , l' • 1·k<'•1 0'' ~· p~ V V'v 11 , ' • -n \,; ..., • O\,, •~'-.., ¥,.I, •"' li1'" i;,J "Unknown -- inhnbi tod by In-

dians. 11 
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Mrs. Dav1sey is elso o nc\tiv<! of South Ca.rolinu. Th•JY h:.vc throe dnughters, 

o.11 missionaries in Br;.zil: :,;rs. J~lbort 1.. Hc·.:m. of S.:'· .P:.ulnz i:·ii:rn s:~rc.h· D: wsoy of' 

the fc·.culty of Bennett Collee;e, Hio do Jrmciro; r.ud Mrs. Vfillium F. Rogers of Suo 

Fb.ulo. 

Bishop Isa ins Sucr.s11.s is the s0n of Spnnish-born i1nr.li~rnnts to Brc,.zil. For 

twelve ycc.rs ho studied o.t Grnnbery Coll·~ge, Sao Pr:ul0, workirtg his wuy by manual 

labor. In 1925 he wr~s graduutcd f'rom tho School of Theolot;y 1:.nd untercd tht' Methodist 

ministry. For several y,;ars he servod on l~rge circuits in th0 interior of' the Stc.te 

of Minus. Th.::n for f .Jur yeurs he Wt-.s pE.stor of tho Centrul Hothodist Church in Juiz 

de F0ra, wliore he greatly increi::sed tLc membership e.nd estc.blisheri cluvon Sunday 

schools in nearby com.'llunities. At t.hc Contr, .. l Church in BfJl0 .i-l::irizonto, he erected 

one of' the best-&quippcd churchrs in i...11 Brczil. He Wt.s pr.stor of the Catote Church 

iu Rio de Janeiro when elected to thu . .;piscopL~cy. 

Bishop Dacorso ho.s been in t;he Brnzil Episcop ... cy since 1934. His fi.:ther 

was c.n immigrant from Itc.ly; his mother was n Br1;zilii:.n, pc,rtly o:r Indit.n descent. 

Under his guide.nee the church hns m;..d<- rnpid r;r::iwth during thosu twol vo yen rs. 

Gcncrul Secr(;tury Chr.u·lcs i'iusl~y Clc.y succeeds "th0 r;rund old man of Brazil 

evangelic~l church
11 

in h0ading th0 Boi1rd of Soci:o:,1 J.ction. Dr. Tucker nt~s :m1.:de this 

Boo.rd a powc rf'ul instru."!lent for socio.I woli'ure in th~ rcpubl ic 's l ifo. 

1lr. Clay went to Brazil .from the Uni tod Stut"s r:;t th', age of fivu, his 

po.rents being cc.rly Methodist missiGnnrios. Late;r he roturn<Dd to the Uni tcd Stutes 

nnd wus .::duco.ted nt Rutherford Col logo nnd Duke University. F.::-r throe yci:rs he was a 

pust,)r in tho Vioste rn Nnrth Curol inL.. Conference, £-n:l then returned to Brr-z i l as a mis

sionary. M0st of his service hr;;.s b•-'cn in conrwcticin v;i th Gr~·,nb0ry College. 

Dr. Ellis hns been ~t th0 helm of tho R•nrd of Christicn Educnti~n since 

1934. The H.cv. Augusto Schwnb, rc-<~loct0d to ho'.,d th0 Boo.rd vf Missions, wns b.:lrn in 

Czochoslove.kir.,, but omi[;ri.t<:d to Brc.zil C(~rly in life. 

Tho Methodist Church ,)f Bro.zil wr.s csi;1 b) islwd in 1930 from three missL:n

r:;ry oonforoncos ost:\blishcd by th1> f.'r;rmt)r J.:c.th,)diot Episcopr.l Cl1urch, Svuth. It h: .. s 

about 30 1 000 members. 

---------- 46 -----------



SKETCH OF REV. C. B. DAWSEY OF BRAZ.II. ----- - - -

Rev. c. B. Dawsey oomes from South Carolina. His father was 
an exhorter in the Southem .Methodist Church and was especially gifted in soUl
winning. He died as a y0ung man and left his wife with a large family ot 
children, whom she reared in a remarkable manner. 

Mr. Dawsey was educated at Wofford College, ~d was appointed to 
fill the. unexpired tenn of a pastor who had to give up his work for health reasons 
even before he (Mr. Dawsey) had completed the work of his senior year. Ha was 
admitted on trial in the South Carolina Conference in 1911 and into fUll connection 
in 1913. He sailed for Brazil in June, 1914. 

Mr. Dawsey is wideJ.y known :for his love o:f pioneer work. Because 
of his interest in the distant outposts and his great. success in pioneer work, 
Mr. Dawsey has often been called "The Asuury of Briazil." 

About two years after he reached .Brazil, Mr. Dawse~: v.,.-as sent in 
1916 to the vast 1'Jorthwest District in tha Central Brazil Conference which 
seotion at that time had just been opened up -- territory that only a few years 
before had been marked on the map as "unknown territory occupied by Indians." 
As the l'iorthwest Railroad was put through, the seotion was opened to settlers 
and thousands of people from all parts of Brazil and :f'rom foreign countries rushed 
into this new region. The Southern Metllodist Church followed the movement end 
began missionary work among the people of this section even before tb'd Roman 
Catho~ic Church did. 

To this new territory Mr. Dawse~ came in 1916 and here be spent 
thfrteen years, traveling over ~~de circuits, preaching to the people in these 
new and raw towns and helping them in many ways. B.e established a number of' 
churches, the one at Biriguy being probably the largest and best organized. On 
the official church board here he had l:lrazilians, .Americans, Ellglish 1 Spanish. 
J'apanese, and I ta.Li ans. He traveled a oircui t as large as thw whole state of 
~orth Carolina and had to be away from home for days end weeks at a time. 

An interesting story is told o:f Mr. Dawsey 1 who coming home from 
a long itinerary found most of the people fl:eeing from the town to t;et away 
from a revolutionary army which vra.s reported to be drawing nigh. Everybody 
expected that ehe missionary would hurry in and take his :family away, but instead 
he remounted his horse, though weary from many long miles oftfiding and preac!ling 1 

and rode all over the town ·to visit his "creentes" (b0li ;;vets). Ile called 
them together in the little church that night, and while everybody else was 
:f'leeing in :panic, the Methodists gathered in the sanctuary, singing and i•eaeiving 
encouragement from their leader. The next day when the leaders o:f the revolution 
actually arrived, Mr. Dawsey was at the station to meet them. 

After a furlough in .America in 1929-1930, !I/Ir. Dawsy was again sent 
out to a pioneer region -- to the town o:f' Marilia also in tha great State of 
Sao Paulo, the "co:f':fee land" of Brazil. He reac.ned !.iari.Lla, which had been opened 
to civilization onJiy about five years, in November 1930 1 r.:nd since that time his 
·work has been in this section. His circuit extended J.20 miles along tho railroad 
that had been put through the territory, and as ,,1•esiding elder his district inclu
ded the rea just mentioned ai1d additional territory e 1teuding about 300 rniles al.ong 



the Sorocabano Rail.way. Tbe i'ar end of his district was 400 miles from his home 
in Marilia. 

Reports from :Mr. Dawsey of the work in this new fieJ.d carried 
a great challenge to the home Church. He said: 

"The opportunities oi' the Church in this region are the oppor
tuni ties o:t' a new work in a new i'ield of unlimited possibilities. If we had a 
sui'fioient number of workers, this great district could be increased to many 
times its present size, because for hundreds of miles to the south and thousands 
of miles to the west, there stretches a vast territory where no preacher ever goes." 

Mr. Dawsey' s report of his work for the year 1937 made at the 
meeting of the A nual Conference in .Brazil included the following i tans: 

Reoe1 ved into the church ---------over 100; 69 by profession of faith 
Made 600 visits 
Directed 284 services 
Traveled 9,179 kilOilleters 
Builet. two churches 
Organized a number 01' Sunday Schools and missionary soc:i3ties 

Mr. Dawsey was again returned to Marilia, where he was at work until he 
came to the States on furlough in March, 1938. He was elected a delegate to the 
General Conference o:f the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, whiob met in Binningham, 
Alabsma, in April, 1938. 



I was born in nalivunts JPerry township, Ho: r:1 County, South 
Unrolinu. 

fay fa thor, Uyrus Dunsey, wu.s an e.x:hort er in the :3ou the rn i'.rethodi st 
Church. He was espeaially gifted in soul-winning, a1 d had he lived 
it is quite likely that ho Y1ouJ.d have ~one into the aotive minist:i-y 
of the tlhurch which he loved so much. He died a young man, .md 
before my birth, yet the sacred in:fluence of the consearated life 
which he left to his children h..1.S been one of tho p:reat :powers for 
good in my life. 

My mother was Miss t'Largaret Jenrett. At my father's death she was 
le:l:"t a poor woman to rear eight children that had been left to her 
oa1·0. No woman ever possessed grouter will power and zea1. These 
lfi'oupled with her :faith in Christ made her bear heroically tl:!e 
responsibili;!;y that hacl fallen upon her at the timo o:f my :father's 
death. 

In answer tp prayer and tlmoug~the influence of Christian loved 
ones and friends 0 I was led to give my heart to God when about 15 
years of age. I immediately joinod the Rehoboth M.E. Churoh

1 
under 

the pastorate of Rev. I.n. Stone 11 then on the Baybore airauili, 
l'v'l.ation district, 3outh Carolina oon:fe-.cenoe. Soon aft er I was led 
to believe that as a minister of the Gospel I could best oarry 
out God's will concerning my li~e. To that end I bogan to prepare 
myself by borrowing the money and taking a course at '.lof:ford Col
lege Fitting School at Jpartanbu.rg,.3.0. 

In 1906 I entered ·./o:fford College very poorly prepared. Uy first 
year of college li:re wus very hard ancl it looked often as if' l 
would not be able to finis~ the course. However, each year the 
woek became more interesting and I steadily advanced, finishing in h 
the class of 1910. '.'.'hile in·college I oorresponding secretary, 
monthly orator, third critic, rec ordi11e secretary, vice president, 
and 11resident of the Carlisle Literary 6ooiety; S})Oaker on 
Freshman l~bition; Sophomo:i:e speaJ~or; speaker on oratoriaal con
test o:f '08,'09, 1 10; secretary of Y.li:i.C.A.; president o:f Y.M.C.A.; 
ppresident of Student Volunteer band; president o:f alass '09-10. 

~'/hile a Freshman in 1offord College I joinoc1 the ~tudentVolunteer 
band, influence by a Japanese olasnQate of mine, Mr. T. Murata. 
Also during my .}resbman year I was lioonscd to preaah. As a senior 
I was a11pointed to :fill out the unexpired term of i\ev. A. D. Jackson, 
of' Paoolet Mills, who r,uve up r1ork because of health.I served my 
tuadrenniu.m h0:re and while there m~:rriod Liss Ethel Janders, of 
Spartanburg. I was received into the ;Jou th Carolina conference on 
trial at J3ennettvil~e, ;)ocernb9r 19110 Admi ttod into full conneoti on 
at :1.ock Hill in 191ti • .lt this c onre:eence I was tro.nsferred to 
the Brazil con2erenae. 

----------------



AQ~OBIOGRAPHY OF _a_ .. _B .. D.-'tl"SEY. 

I was born in Galiva.nts Ferry township, Horry County, South ca.r
olina,on September 4th, 1885. 

My :father, Cyrus Dawsey9 was an exhorter in the 3outhorn :.rethodist 
Ohu.roh. He was espeoially gifted in soul winning and had ho lived it 
is quite likely that ho v.roul<l hn.vc gone into the aotive ministry o:f' the 
church, whic::: he loved so r:ruoh. He died a youns man and before my birt{h, 
yet. the sa.arad inf'luonce oi.' t:1e consecrated life whic:1 he loft to his " 
children has been one of the ~'!'eat }?Owers for eood in my life. 

1.iy mother was Hiss :.rarearet Jen11ett,, At my father's death she 
v1as left a poor woman to rear the eight children whici1 had been left to 
her ca.re. No woman ever possessed 6.!'eater will power and zeal. These 
coupled toeother with her faith in Christ 9 ma.lle •1cr bear heroioally the 
res_::)onsibility that had fallen upon her at the time of my father's death. 

In answer to prayer and through the influence of Christian loved 
ones and :l:'riend.s I was led to g-ive my heart to God when I was about :f'if.J 
teen years old. I immediately joined the Rehoboth :1. E. Church? under 
the pastorate of Rev. I. N. Stone 9 then on the Ba.ybore C1rcuit, aarion 
District, South Carolina Conference. Soon after I was led to believe 
that as a minister of tho '1ospel I could best carcy out God 1s will con
cerning my life. To that end I began to prepare myself by borrowing 
the money and ta.kine; a. course at 'r"of'ford Collet;e Fittine; School

9 
Spartan-

burg. s. Co In 1906 I entered \~'of:ford. College very poorly iJrepared. 
The first year of my colle8'3 life was very hard anJ it looked often times 
as if I would not be able to finish tho cou:rse. However 9 each year be
came more interesting to me a..'lld I steadily advancerl in my colleGe work. 
I finished. in the class of 1910. \'.'hile in college I received the fol
lowing college honors: Correspon(li11g 3ecretary, : !onthly Orator, Third 
Critio, :;;ecording '}ecretacy, Vice President~ President of' the Carlisle 
Literary Society; Speaker on Freshmru1 Exhibition; Sophomore Spealter; 
Speaker on Oratorical Contost'08,- '09,- '09,-'10; Secretary of Y.:J.C.A., 
President of Y.M.C.A.; ?resident of' Student Volunteer Band; ?resident 
of Class 9 09-10. 

\'1'hile a Freshman in \'..'Offord College I joined the Student Volunteer 
Band, int"luenced. not a little b~l a ,Ja;)anese olassmate of mine, ;.1r. T. 
Murata. It was also d.uring my Freshman year that I was licensed to 
preach at Duncan, J. G. 

While a Senior in \':offord !Jolleg\9 I was a_ pointed in connection with 
my college work to fill out an unexpired term of :~ev. _\. D. Jackson who 
was forced to c;ive up his work at ?aoolet i.lills on account of his failing' 
health. I ser-,,od my quadren..'lium at this church. l'ihilo pastor of this 
ohuroh I marries Lliss Ethel Sanders. of' 3partanburg~ 3. c. 

I was received into tho :3outh Carolina Conference for admission on 
trial at Be1mettsville in i)ocember 1911. ti:as admitted into full oonneo-
t ion ut '~ocl<: !lill in Joco:nbor 1g13 ~ At this Jonf'ercnce I was transferred 
to the 13razil Conference to be su.'.•:iortod b;y the :iunda.y Sohools of the Spar
tanbu.rg '!)istriot. 
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Jl O.i\.l~D OJ<" l\11 S SI<>NS 
llll<:THODIST l~PISCOJ>AL cncncu,so1:Tn 

l.A~IlilJTll JIUJLDING 

N.1\.811,'lI .. J .. J.;, T1'':NNJ.:: S SJ-::E 

Fon IlPOfillATION 

June 6, 192:9. 

iL~t•n wo1'11 tran o • .B. Dawsey, Brad l mis eionary, 

" 

. states that he is sailing from. Santos Jnl.Jt 22nd (Japanese Line) 

and lands at liew Orleans abou.t August 9th. 

Mr. Dawsey a tat es that Rev. C. L. Smith is coming on 

this boat also. 

I • .Benedict• 

Seoretar3 to Dr. Godd l1l'd 



I was born near the little town of Belmont, N. c., June 9, 1889. 
I was the ninth child in a family of ten children - six boys and four 
girls. My father, William ~rwin sanders, was Of English descent. He 
was a man respected and loved by all who knew him. n·s wa.s a generous 
and affectionate nature. He was a member of the Presbyterian Church. 
My mother before her marriage was $a.rah Fewell, the daughter of' Ezekiel 
Fewell of York County, South Carolina. She is of Scotch-Irish descent. 
Her ancestors, as far back o.s can be traced, were Presbyterians, and 
she was brought up according to the strict ma.>mer of the old-fashioned 
Presbyterian home. 

We lived in the countr~r until I was about nine years old. MY 
father's failing health, due to a wound received during the war between 
the States, made it necessary for him to give up active work, and we 
moved to Spartanburg where there wan good school advantages for the 
children. 

I was graduated from the Spartanburg High School in June 1916. I 
received at that time a gold medal for the highest average in English. 

The following summer I stood the competitive examination for a 
scholarship to Winthrop College and was awarded the same. was graduated 
from that institution June, 1910. During my college career I had the 
following honors: Class ,Annual Editor, 1906-07; College Marshal 1908"09; 
Member of Curry Society for three years; Charter member of 'Wade~Ha.mpton 
Society; on Executive Committee of wade-Hampton Society; Debater in .Pub
lic meeting of "Wa.de-Hampton Society, 1909; Y.W.C.A. Journal Editor,1908-09; 
Delegate to Conference at Due West, 1909; Delegate to Asheville Conference, 
1909; and to Student Volunteer Convention, Rochester, N. Y., 1910; Pres
ident of Y.w.c.A., 1909-10. 

After graduation I taught two years. The first year I was Principal 
of a large country school near Holly Hill, s. o. The second year I taught 
a first grade in the city schools of Spartanburg. 

was married to Rev. c. B. Dawsey on Thursday, June 27, 1912. 

In regard to my religious life, I do not know any exact date of con
version. I believe that since I can remember I have loved my Savior and 
tried to do the things that were pleasing to Him. There have been times 
of special enlightenment and times when my s1Jiritual life was decidedly 
deepened. I became a member of the First Presbyterian Church in Spartan
burg July, 5, 1903, and remained a member of that church until soon after 
my marriage, when my membership was transferred to the Methodist Episcipal 
Church, :3outh. 

Ethel Sanders Dawsey. 
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tNF01W.AT'l6N ABOUT Miss±oNrnr:-:;s GOI:m 'PJ TH? FlE!.Il. 

Full name and Elate 
Cyrus ~assett.~awsey, ~apt. 4, 1886. 

of birth. .. , J? o,.,. ~ ~ .. •-o ........ , •• o •• a .. .ci ••••• a, q f ................. ., • 

.Ameriaan. 
2 .. Nationality ••• e ............ ". ~ t-lt OJ) a ...... ".• IJ. •••••••• 0 4- •• A-lt, 4, .... 0 •••••••• c. .... 4, ••• 

3. Date Of formal 2.p:!Jlication ••• +~o~i~ r 0, •••• 0 ••• Cl'.,C. 0 0 •• ~.o. (I a., ...• • 2,f).' ••••••. • ., ••• 

Date of :fir st depa.rture fr0m home to • June ... 1914. 
engage in our work •••••••• ~~·····••••••••• 

5. Date C>f first arrival e>n the mission Jul ·.. 1914. field. o ~ ••• • i. ~·, ............. 'O o ••••••• '°' 

6. D?.te recognized as ,~ missionary if 1914. ap:J0 in ted on the field •••••••• • • ••••• • ••• • o. 
7. . dtaneley Pitman, Miahola, ~·O• Testimonials frorn •••••••• - 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••• e. G ••••••••••••• I ........... . 

::&n:t1,,. Nqah w. Oooper. Nashville. 
~QO•~~~·••a•••••deeo••&••••••••••••~••••••••o••••••••4••••••0••o••••••••••••••••••c 

• • • • f. • • • • • • • • • • • o • • • • • • • • • e Q e • • o o • • o a e • o o • o o • o o e a • • e o • o • • e • • • t • o e a 4' • • • o • • • • • • o • • • • 

80 Co 1 . Elder. 
n:f"erence :re a ti on •• o •••••••••••• ., ••••••••••• " ................................. . 

9. :aedical. Certificate epproved qy Board's Physicic:n on •• •• ~~f~.· ........... •,•••: .. 
:Brazil. (Date) 

Preference 0£ £ield•••••••••••••••••••••••o•••G••••••••••••••o•••o•••~~oao,oa~e 10. 

11. Application pzesented to C0mmittee bY•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

12. Date application 1•a.s accepted by Cor.imi ttee •••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••• •. • • •• • •. 

13. Date appointed by :Bishop.~~¥. !3.• •• ~:.~~~ ••• •••• , .•••• , ............... , •.•..••••• 
14. Jlate of June 27, 1~12. 

lhrria.ge •• 0 ••••• 0 ...................... 0 •• 0 ... 0 • " 0 ••••• 0 •• 0 ••• a 0 0 •••••••• 

15., Wife's Ethel Sanders ~awsey. 
f'ul l name •••• , •••• o ••••••••••••••• ., ... o • r. •••• ~ ........................... . 

160 Wif'e 1 s present address .......... Cl •••• , ••• ,. •o ............... , ••••••••••••••••••••• 

June 9 1889. 
'17. D2te of \V1£e

1
s birth•••••••••••'•••••••••o.,•••••••'>•e••••cie•••••••••••••••••••• 

Furlough ~eturned Lv; July 22, 1922. 



.. ,. .. 

18. Children's full ne.mes and date of birth resPectively (and dete of death, 

1912,t .filthel ~el la :fjawsey. M:arah 24, 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• a.ny have died) ••• 

Sarah Margarett 
• ••••••••••••• 

.Ua'Wse;, Oot. 915. :Agnes Sanders :,Yawsey, 
•4•••••••••••••••••••••••••••t••••••••••••••••••••••••••••e••••••••••••••••• 

Apr.30. 
1"17~. 

•••••••••••••••o•a•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••o•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

.......... 
~ .. . . 

": ... 
·········~,···..,.·~:tl•"•'o····,;.;·,·.:························~···························· ,-"t• :"'l ~ .. J 

•' ... \~" . 

·····································································-············ 
,:1.9., -Names ·e.na. ·addresses of persons --1hc a.re your representi::.tives 

States in fe.mily or business mi::.tters of yourself and wifer 
in the United 

(1) Famil~·······••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
(Self') (Wife) 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
w. Dawsey. . ~~ ~~ .... ~~!1:.~ .~?-~~;~ ...... ••• • ••• ••••••••••••t•••••••t•a•O••••••••••••••••aota• 

220, Oakland Ave. Mo. Clellsnville s·~. 
•••••••••••••••••o•e\•••••••t •••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••• ············~······ 

~partan burg. s.U• 
••t•••••••••t•tttt••••••••••••••••••••••••tott•~t•&•••••ate•••••••••••••t••••••••• 

••A•eattaaa•ttettet•e•t•tOttetGtt+••at•aoettttatttttt•et•tto•aaeataaaoaett•••••••• 

(2) Business••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
( Self) (Wife) 

·················••••••••••••e•••••••••••••••••••eoooo••e•eea•e••o••••e•et••oeea•6 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••n••••••••••••••~•••••••••••••••••••• 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••~••••••••••o• 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••o••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

20. Photograph of self <:nd wife, Nona. 

Interruption. There is interruptiin. but it is not given here. 



IN'.l'J.:R OPFICf~ HOln'JNG 

P. E~·TALD 1534 L. PERSONS 1400 R. HOLSTEIN 1312 

H. A. A URBAKKEN 1546 z. MELLORS 1406 M. Jv'i.ANN 1370 

C. CORBITT 1548 ROSE C. M. PARSELL 1372 

Mrs. Mary Jackson Af.:1''10 649 
A.'IBA SECRETARY L, McCoy 1519 

FIELD 

PLEASE RECORD THE FOLLOWING CHA.i~GES OF WORLD DIVISION RETIRED MISSTONA..~Y 

FROM 
WIDOWER 

Cyrus B. Dawsey Sr. 
1~06 Colurnbia College Drive 
Columbia, S. c. 29203 

s. JOSEPH BOZEK 1423 

TO 

DECEASED 3/31/76 

EFFECTIVE DATE 3/31/76 call Duuc;h"er 

E. Sarah Dawsey 
PER: 1406 Colwnbia Coller;c D:c i vc 

Columbia South Curo li r.2 2~~~!r 3 



Photographs from this
file have not been
included but are

available upon request. 
For more information

please contact
research@gcah.org 

mailto:research@gcah.org
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