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BISHOP GUANSING DIES

Bishop Benjamin 1. Guansing, episcopal
leader of 61,576 United Methodists in the
\Mnila Area of the Philippines Central Con-
ference, The United Methodist Churely, died
Mondav night, June 3, in Manila of 2 heart
altack. He was GO,

Since his clection 1o the episcopacy in
February, 1967, Bishop Guansing had been
one of two United Methodist bishops in the
Philippines. lis cpiscopal area comprised
the Philippines and Middle Philippines An-
nual Conferences.

Bishop Guansing had a distinguished
carcer as a pastor, journalist, theologian and
ecumenist before his election to the epis-
copacy. He was regarded by his countrymen
as one of the evangelical (Protestant) heroes
ol the Japanese occupation of the Philip-
pines during Woild War I1.

Bishop Guansing had been a Methodist
minister since 1928. 1e was pastor of several
churches before World War 11, and during
the war was pastor of the large Central
AMethodist Student Chureh in Manila, Under
the Japanese occupalion, he continued to
hold services and to work among college
students, often at the risk of his life. He was
also a member of the editorial commitiee of
“The Light,” paper of the Philippine evan-
gelical churches during the Japanese ocenpi-
tion,

Active as o jommalist, Bishop Guansimg
had been correspondent for Manike dailies
and editor ol the Plalippine Christian Ad-
tamee . papes ol The Philippine Federation ol
Chintian Clinches, He had heen president
of the Philippime Assocation of Theoloscal
Schools, president of  the \awodiation of
Theoloacal Schools mr Southeast Asne. chan-
man of the Fist Asian Conlerence on u-
dustrial Exvangelism in 1938 and chairman
of the Philippine Ihble House  Advisony
Counal, At the Uniting Conlerenae in
Dallas he had been elected amember of the
Commission on e Strucdinre of NMethodism
Overseas (COSNIOS ).
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Bishop Benjamin Guansing
Dies in Manila

Bishop Benjamin 1. Guausing, 60,
episcopal leader for the Mumila Arca
of the Philippines Central Conlerence,
died of a heart
attack in Mamla
on June 3. Ile
had recently
been in  the
United States for
the Uniting Con-
ference  of The
United Nethod-
ist Church.

One of two
United  Method-
ist bishops in the
Philippines, Bishop Guansing had «
distingmshed  carcer  as 2 pastor.
journalist, theologian, ceducator, and
cenmenist before his election o the
episcopacy in 1967, Since 1931, he
had been president of Manila's Union
Theolomical Semmary. the first Fili-
pinno 1o hold the post

One of the fint Crusade Schiolos,
Bihop Guansmg was ordwned it
ihe Methodist moostey in 1925 Une-
der  Japanese  occupation m Workl
War I he continned as pastor of the
Loge  Cenhal  Methodist Student
Churel in Manila and came to be 1e-
garded as a hero.

He s survived Iy s wile, Two
Jaughters, one of them o student at
Wasne Stade Unnversity in Detroit
and o son. also of Detroit.

Bishop Guansing
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IRVICE

COKESBURY PEW BIBLES
(RSV)

Cokesbury’s new pew Bibles were
ereated to encourage conm'eg_ratlgnal
participation in the worship services.
Bound in liturgieal purple ot'_llturmcu]
ved, they arve designed in size. color,
and format to complement The M(:ih-
odist Hymnal and The Book of War-
ship.

CO-4R. Red c¢loth-—red page edges.
co.4p. Purple cloth—purple page
cdges. 1-1 copies euch, $2.95
5 or mule cupies eereh, $250

M Payment enclosed
{” Chorge to my account
I~ Opcn a new account

pitage exira Add siete sales tox where
erplicable
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h DAVID O. POINDEXTER

Broadcasting and film Commission
Nanonal Counal of Churches

convention year, and they are go-
ing to be watching the procecdings
closely. For them, the “old time”
polities and the “old time” conven-
tton will not do any longer. They
are not going o sit still for smoke-
filled rooms, slogans, or shady
deals. For them, and for many of
the rest of us, the illumination
needed for color cameras is svin-
holic of the bright-assmiddayv at-
mosphere that needs to pervade
both conventions.

We will want not only to see the
proceedings at the podium but al-
s 1o know what is going on in the
cancuses, TV has the posability io
Jdear the smokhe avway, light the
dak  comers. reveal belund-the-
SOt .u‘linn .Il].]]\ 7c¢ noft ﬂll]\
what iy Lappenmg bt tell win
and what it may mean.

Television's eve will do much 1o
muahe  these comvenlions honest,
Ulimatelv it may do more. 1t is
not just dayvdreaming to speculate
that the time will come when it
will e possible for all of s 1o par-
ticpate. Then when the voll of
states is called. cach of us will slep
1o vnr sct, fhp our voting switch,
aned have our choices recorded in




BOARD OF MISSIONS OF THE UNITED METHODIST CEURCH
OFFICE OF THE GENERAL SECRETARY

June L, 1968
MEMORANDUMH

TO: A1l Personnel

FROM: Mrs. Porter Brown

With the deepest regret, we must inform you of the sudden death
on Monday evening of Bishop Benjamin I. Guansing, bishop of the
Manila ares in the Philippines. Many will remember Bishop Guan-~
sing as one whom we came to know and love while he served on our
staff for a short perlod of time.

The Board of Missions exterds its sincere sympathy to Mrs. Guan-
sing and the children: Dr. Alejandro Guansing of Detroit, Mrs.
Melanio Cabaltica of the Fhilippines, and Emelita Guansing, a
gtudent at Wayne State Universlity, Detroit.

Megsages may be sent to Mrs. Guansing at: 900 United Nations
Avenue, P. 0. Boex 756, Hanils, Philippines.

ant
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NEW YORK -- Bishop BRenjamin I. Guansing, episcopal leader of 61,576 United
Methodists in the Manila Area of the Philippines Central Conference, The United
Methodist Church, died Monday night, June 3, in Manila of a heart attack. He was 60.

dince his election to the episcopacy in February, 1967, Bishop Guansing had

been one of two United Methodist bishops in the Philippines. His episcopal area

comprised the Philippines and Middle Philippines Annual Conferences, which encompass

part of Iuzon, principal island of the Philippines, and certain islands south of
Imzon. Bishop Guansing had been in the United States in April and May for inter-
| national church meetings, including the Uniting Conference in Dallas, Texas, April
21-Mey L4, at which the former Methodist and Evangelical United Brethren Churches

Jjolned to form the 12,000,000-member United Methodist Church. Be had returned to

Manila on Mgy 25.

Bishop Guansing had a distinguished career as a pastor, journalist, theolog-
ian and ecumenist before his election to the episcopacy. He was regarded by his
countrymen as one of the evangelical (Protestant ) heroes of the Jzpanese occupation
of the Philippines during Vorld War II.

Born in the Philippines, Bishop Guansing received his elementary and secondary
education in the public scrools of the Philippines. He received the bachelor of

philosophy degree and the bachelor of divinity degree from Union Theological Seminaxy

in Manila. He received a bachelor of divinity degree from Union Theological Seminary
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in New York in 1941 and a master of arts degree from Teachers' College at Columbia
University, New York, in 1947, where he studied@ as one of thc first Methodist Crusade
Scholars. He completed all the requirements for a doctor of education degree at
Columbia and received an honcrary doctor of divinity degree from Tokyo Union
Theological Seminary in 1958.

Bishop Guansing had been a Methodist minister since 1928. He was pastor of
several churches before World War II, and during the war was pastor of the large
Central Methodist Stuaent Church in Manila. Under the Japanese occupation, he con-
tinued to hold services and to work among college students, often at the risk of his
life. Vhen Manila was bombed, Central Student Church was destroyed, but the young
minister moved his congregetion to the undamaged Knox Methodist Church in another
section of the city and carried on from that center. He was also a member of the
editoriel committee of "The ILight," paper of the Philippine evangelical churches dur-
ing the Japanese occupation.

In 1945 Bishop Guansing was appointed professor of Christien education and
church history at Union Theological Seminary in Manile, the start of a 22-year career
at the school which trains many of the Protestant ministers in the Philippines. 1In
1951-52 he was acting president and in 1954 was named president, the first Filipino
to hold that spot.

Active as a Jjournalist, Bishop Guansing had been correspondent for Manila

dailies and editor of the Philippine Christlan Advance, paper of the Philippine Federa-

tion of Christian Churches. He had been president of the Philippine Association of
Theclogical Schools, president of the Association of Theolcgical Schools in Southeast
Asia, chairmen of the First Asian Conference on Industrial Evangelism in 1952 and
chairman of the Philippine Bible House Advisory Council. At the Uniting Conference in
Dallas, he had been elected a member of the Commission cn the Structure of Methodism

Overseas (COSMCS). He was chairman of the Protestant section of the Boy Scouts of
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the Philippines, a Mason and a Rotarian.

In August, 1967, Bishop Guansing had issued a pastoral letter to the United
Methodists of the Manila Area which caught attention and reportedly brought an enthu-
siastic response. 1In it he called for a "radical change of attitude by church members
in the face of the challenge of rapid social change in the Philippines. All United
Methodists should consider the fundamental question, 'Where are we as a nation?’

Specifically we commend to your attention the meaning, the challenge and the oppor-

tunities brought by the rapid social changes such as industrialization, the rise of

a new middle class, the amazingly accelerating speed of travel and communication, the

increasing mobility of population and the changing values and attitudes of our people.
Vhat can we do as a Christian community, not only to understand these issues and also

such social ills as the alarming rate of crime, the population explosion and poverty,

but also to effect a valid, creative and lasting solution."

The pastoral letter manifested an ecumenical spirit: "We invite all leaders
and members of our church to enter into fruitful discussions, dialogues and conversa-
tions on our relationships to churches with Methodist traditions, to sister evangelical
churches in the Philippines, to our Roman Catholic Brethren, as well as to non-Christian
religious bodies, in the promotion of the ecumenical spirit."”

Surviving are his wife, Mrs. Emilia Ramos Guansing of Manila; two daughters,
Mrs. Melanio Cabaltica of the Philippines and Miss Emilita Guansing, a student at
Vayne State University, Detroit, Mich.; and a son, Dr. Alejandro Guansing, Detroit.

Funeral arrangements are not complete.

e by HKeFk
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Will you please fill in such questions as are applicable and return to

W.W. Reid, Department of News Service, Board of Missions and Church Extension, 150
Fifth Ave,, New York 11, N,Y. The information will be available for newspaper re-
leases where you are speaking, and for other news use, o

Name : Benjamin I, Guansing

Permanent American address: F'astings Hall
600 tlest 12<nd st.
Hew York 27, iWNew York, U.S.A.

Where born: Mialabon, Rizal, Philippines. (A suburb of ianila)

Parents names: Rev, Catalino Guansing and Albiuna I, Guansing

Schools ~ Colleges ~- Degrees (years) University >f the Philippinds
Union Theolozical Seminary, Wanila (1232

Teachers College, Columbia T, Bachelor of Philosophy and B.D.(1:34
MieAs, 1947. Uniflon Theological Seminary of Hew York C.
B.D. 1941

What work (where? when?) between school and missionary service:

Reporter -~ DNHM chain of newsvapers in Manila, 1936-40
Fxecutive Secrstary, Filipino Stddent Christian NMovement, U.S.A.,
vith headquarters at ladison Ave,.,, New Vork City, 1040-41.

When appointed a missionary (or deaconess or pastor): Pastor, The lMethodist Church,

1¢27.
1f ordained, when? where? by? Ordained Deacon, 1932; HKlder, 1934.

When did you first go into mission work? where stationed?

Places of service —- types of work ~~ ingtitutions -- years, etc:

Pastor of several Methodist Churches in the Philippines from 1927-45.
From small church in Calaguiman,Samal,Bataan; Cabanatuan, iueva
Ecijay 1937-41; Central Church, Manila, 1941-45,

Secretary, Philippines Annual Confereunce - 1940-52.

Secretary, thilippines Central Conference, 1946, 1948,

Bditor, Philippine Advance, Phillippine Federation of Evangelical
Churches' ‘lonthly megazine, 1951. (52,

Professor,19456-51, Union Theol,Semn,,'anila; Acting President of sarme,1951-
Foreign languages spoken; other talents: ~(ppnesident elect of same to take full

lish., WVative-Tagalog:;read Spanishadministrative responsibility after
Any books wrg\.ltten? specg‘ll r%’seargﬂgpfeaselédescrg}ne: (after adv};nced stud:i,es for
Idone special research on the History of (a doctorate degree in educa-

Religion in the Philivpines dating from as (tion at UTS of Wew York City
as far back as 1000 3B.8B. (and Teachers College, Columbia

Description of your special work on field (needs of people, opnortunities, numbers

reached, plans for future, etc.) Anything else of interest to church people

or newsraper readers:

v work till I left MNaulls anil for which I was s=nt r=c 11 i
U.8. for advanced studies put me into inter-denacrilretisnal wores in
the Philipoines, Our Union Thedlogical Seminary in lianila reaches
and serves all the major protestant denominations in the Philipnines,
rinisters and women workers under training are sent to us i'or th:e ne-
cessary preparation., Sincz our fHunding in 1907 U:S ol wanila has sent
intv the field a toval of 583 graduntes wno are now engzaed in church
work not only irn the Philippines but also in jiawaii, 3iaa, Japan,
China, Indonesia and Guam.

Our peovple in the Philippines need rmore ministers and trained

women workers, Je are therefore training men and vomemn who will be
N - - ol

ng




Professor,1945-51, Union Theol.Sem.,lanila; Acting President Ol same,.ivdi-
Forelgn languages spoken; other talents: ~ (prggident elect of same to take full

English, Native-Taga sread Spanishadministrative responsibility after
Any{%ooks wr]‘:\.!tteln? speac.%allor%’sear 7 gleaselﬁdescrg}be: (after advznced stud{es for
Done special research on the History of (a doctorate degree in educa-

Religion in the Philippines dating from as (tion at UTS of New York City

as far back as 1000 B.B. (and Teachers College, Columbia

Description of your special work on field (needs of people, oppértunities, numbers
reached, plans for future, etc.) Anything else of interest to church people

OTr newspaper readers:

My work till I left Manila and for which I was sent here in the
U.S. for advanced studies put me into inter-dengominatioual work in
the Philippines. Our Union Thetlogical Seminary in Manlla reaches
and serves all the major protestant denominations in the Philippilnes,
Ministers and women workers under training are sent to us for the ne-
cessary preparation, 8Since our founding in 1807 UTS of ianila has sent
Into the field a total of 583 graduates who are now engaged in church
work not only in the Phlilippines but also in Hawalil, Siam, Japan,
China, Indonesia and Guam.

Qur people in the Philippines need more ministers and trained
women workers. ‘e are therefore training men and women who wlll be
great builders of faith in God, fellowship and love among men, and
effective in the improvement of the economic and social life of our
communities.

OQur school 1s reaching a Protestant constituency of at least
1 million people. The influence oI our school and our graduates to
the Roman Catholic peovle in the Philippines 1s also considerable,

Our program of exwvansion and advance involve more bulldings,
more qualified faculty members, more scholarships. To meet our
needs we are appealing to our ®ilipino church members for i1ore i~
nancial =nid moral bhackingz,

Vie are ~ratefil te the American chur:ch people vwino are generously
suo~ortinz ouar work iu the ™in Theoloecical femisary of lanila through
t:xe various mission boards cooperating in our scha>li.

——— oo
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Cf what importance in an ever-growing nation is a building? It

is, of course, only as impertant as ithe function it serves in helpine -

6‘_‘{‘)\;&. oX NIRRT "’f"))(u"\t)
. b} . . . . . -
tnat nation frow, One such Structuresis Union Theologzical Seminary in
A

)
the Philippine Islunds, This interdenoninaticnal seninary is imnortant
to ble¢ :odisnm because it 1is a ‘'aborotory for Christian living in both the
reliricus and the secular worlds of chis gouth Pacific nation., It is also
important because it is the only seminary for setihoaist ministers in the
Philippines.

18 a hapny coincidence, the Seminary's president, br, Benjamin %Y.

Guansing, is an ordained Methodist mi.ister. Prior to his ordination,

actually while still in ni~h school, #r. Guansing was a supply pastor -

Ui,m -PML'MWZ Hen fecatocf
in his howe town of Malabon. | Y terdd Union ‘eminar

yYi- bManila
sl

/
ar wing T™hilippines that he decidel to devolte his life to its -jork,

L ~ . . .
grew = xeenly aware of how wuch L scminary coul ~ ean to a

The upact of Hr, Guansing upon tniionh .eninary bedan when he
became Professor of Christian Jiucation there, it blos..one ! Lnto
- w20 .cdion 4w Lo:ceme itz rooltewi i 1051,
eyur ie, T o3TUS r. 't A31nt,  'Li: 0 aas L SoulNeltt Rh Ll

Oor «¢.1. @ wirch in weetins Ty Dcdes SO

rur~? ol arin, ar as.”
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Dr. nuansine recosnizes that this cannot be done unless there is
develcoped the kind oc program resevant to the people of the Philipni:ies.,
"Our ~oals in education,' he states, "are the same as those of the “recat
ages of the past: to produce young men and women who, while holdin< to
old verities that are essentially unchancing, at tne sane titie sec new
fori.s, New modes, New applications, New dimensions,., e seek to produce
ministers wio kiiow Fully thut to~ir priwary functions are broadcastine
the Good Mews, healine tae faltering lot of man and naking the fellouship
of the people of 7od visible, and who also know the wagnanimity of the
areeks, tite uprieitness and faith of the ilebrews, the hope and charity
of the Christian Church,

"o seek to produce you. @ winisters who do neot exalt themselves within,
or are as t.ourh a universe unto taemselves, but wiao can be humble and
renounce .ieir own interests. we seex, in snort, the -reat hunan 1tae
of Man--the person that must live in the newly emer~in~ sian socilety
and #ive lsaders.iip. tle st be one who possesses w..at ras Peon called

tn2 Ffrail majesty of a uun of Sed.”

Tn a counulsy .ihere 3% of the people nre o ~n (~trolic, Antine

CLack to tae l6tn century, ;rct S.ait in¥iueince Ok ..l . dWBE O,

Cerve oallv oo v ot o0 il doed, edlo vdered LeleedIs, oad

-
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| Obscorves ir. Guansine: Cur small nuwber has scrved as 2 sort
r !

/ of conscisnce for the waole country., Ihe intesrity of vrotesicnls in
1

; the Philisnincs has c:-ated an atmosphere of contidence and wenendinility,
; Cur involvertent in all aspects of life ©irourh froi:stant churches and
institutions serves to develop a nstion wita a wJorld view,

"Porh ips our osi¢ lapert.nc contrilution has :ecei our policy of
emphasizin_ tn: iaportunce of wowainood. Thic fact is refilected in
jeminary pla ning wnich provides dormitory space fcr 100 yomen as
well as & domaitory fLor 100 nen.”

purin-. the next twenty years tae Failivnires 9ill .eod at l:2ast
1,250 .'r.testant rinistsrs, 1n adiition to tue ietrodist ana Jresbyterian
denominations 1.ich Jounded the _eninury in 1)u7, these new ni:isizrs
w7ill vopresent the Christian Churc :es (Jiscipies of Carisc), tae .van-
aolical 'mrited Brethren, tie wererned churceh in gwrica, anvi the niced
Ciwrch ol vurist in the U, ..N.

PO ie~e Lold Need, wee Jewl ory hao ouodecoahenr onocco.ncion sro o ron
callin~ for a lar~cr faculty, oxoendine teacaias fucirities, np-r  iur
acalde ic St..i.rds, amd Jore efuipient and tuiiunas, .o cils ond,

1

Fhe iiet.odise Toar’ of silncilons apn rewed 15,000,

gLy .aE,’t Or. Cu.nsin roperts, "there ape o drty be ! ofres o on
M A e A KA S B ¢ N ey Loors 9, X Cove LT
IToeeey L. SRR SR TITL oy 3V AR o o - NE
tirive O0ub Lo I e and sunfl, ooc Ltel, acclhhlo L lloa W lovice
Volooil o, e s 52, 4 oavoioawe Libr.ry o in Eem o.occuin wee.ces T
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$till, twenty-six additional buildinss are needed.

the Seminary is not only the spiritual center for Protestants
in tae Philippines, its medical center sServes the entire resion,

tne Church

Jhat does Nr. Juansing consider the Cunction of /BRATKXXANXXY in
the Philippines for future years?

"I believe that the Church must develop a sense of stewardship
so that our vcople not only consider iher mere participation in the
church but the rivine of life and resources to the church in order
to achieve creater sclfreliance, It iust cultivate interfaith activ-
ities and prorraus, Lt must be involved in all phases of auwan life --
social, economic, political -~ as a dynamic livine organism,

rhe Church,™ Dr. Guansing concludes, "must keep itself alive in
meetine all kinds o!f demands of the people in a secular comrmunity: Jork
with them, accept them, love them, That is to say, the church tarou-h

must

the sospels/make a sincere eirort to hold on to the best of the past,

to establish me .ningful values in the present and to prepare for a

future wiose needs will exceed those of any previocus ace.”
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Union Theological Semingry in Manila, founded alwmost slxty years
age in 1907, is the only semirary for vethodist ministers in the Phil-
ippines.

This interdencminational seminary preparing young men and women
for the Gospel ministry and church-related vocations is one of the most
wrgent projecis to which we of the Yestern Pennaylvania Conference are
cormitted in the current World Witness Crusade.

During the next twenty yeazrs this country will need at least 1,250
Protestant ministers. In 1962, this ministerial tyraining institution re-

located its plant, and wve have nenerously comaitted ourselves to glve

$75 o0 of  fhe $150,u00 the Yaetbodlir Teard of “gaionz eormitted ftself
to raise ovoer 2 tenm-yoar jerics -- 1086w ¥ —m fop Lhls "aT-venell ToCON-
struction. .:2lf of the oriqinal tetal awcunt 133 ce2n 1sed. i our

orininal nezl, we 2ve yet to contribute approxisately 525,070,
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Western Pennsylvania Conference Supports Page 2
Manila's Union Theologicsal Seminary

Union In recent years has had approzimately 80 studente preparvring
for fiull-time winiastry. With expanded facilities and a larger faculty
the seminary is now able to train 200 students; when the bullding pro-
gram is completed 250, The completed first 30 units on its new 242.5-
acre canvus are 21 miles from Manila in an area called Cavite. Union
is currently revising its curriculum to meet the growing needs of bLoth
the urban ard rurzl arveas of Asis.

The Methodist Board of Missions has two World Division wissionary
families ond oue siugle missionary assigned to the seminary. Thoy are
Dr. and Mrs. Gerald H, Anderson, the Reverend and ¥rs. Richard L., Deats,
and Miss Marion Kline.

While several other denominations cooperate in thils seminary, the
majority of the students are Methodists and the President, Dr. Lenjamin
L. Guansing, is a Methodist. . Guansing is curxently in the United
States on a sabbatical leave from Union and is a Visiting Scholar at
New York Clty's Union Theclorical Seminary.

In 1956, plans for =2 $330,000~p1us°lﬂ—ycar development program
celling for a larger faculty, expanding teaching facilitles, uprradine
acadenic standards, 2nd more cguipmwent and buildineges was formulated.
The Methodist Board of Missions approved 5150,000 for this program, to
be ralsed over a ten~yvear period. The United Church of Christ in the
Fadldnpine o uncerteol to furcish f..e otacer 5150000, In additien, tue
viniCee Uliereh foord for Jorld Mimistries iz owon
cuilding rrogsram,  Furchase of Zne lond ang initisl Tand lrvelon.ent wvas

made nossitile sy an $50,000 srant frow £ Uoundationteor Theolezical

Lducation in Southeast Aszia.




Wastern Pennsylvania Conference Supports Page 3
Manila's Union Theological Seminary
In oxdexr to cémplete at an early date the library and classyroom
building at the seminary, a loan of $98§,000 was wmade by the Theological
Education Fund (TEF) of the World Council of Churches to the Hanila
Union Theological Seminary Sub—Committee of the Hational Council of the
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. This loan is to be paid off from
monies received by the Methodlst Board of Missiona as part of its appeal
for 3$150,000.
Union Seminary 1z located in the political and educational center
of the nation. Manila and the region nearby is a great laboratory for
the study of contemporary life and problems and of all phases of the Church's
program. The city, in addition to its cultural advantages, affords rich
and varied opportunities te meet and hirar outstanding civic, covernment
and religious leaders,
Newsletters from the sewinary president's off{ice outline the institu-
tion's primary functions:
Qur aims in education are the same as those of the great ages of the
past: to produce young men and vomen who, while holding to old verities
that are essentially unchangine, ot the same tine see new ferws, new modes,
new applications, new dimensilons. We seek to produce wministers who knovw fully
that their primary functions are broadcastine the Good ¥Hews, heallne the
faltering lot of man and makinge the fellowship of the neople of God visible,
and who also lmow the narnaasisdie or? hereisn of e Oregr e, the aorivntness
and faith of the ‘ebrevs., the core ond chardisr of fac
tie segall to produce vouu: ninisters sho Jo net exalt thesselves viting
or as theuzh a universe unte themsclves, but who can he humble and ronounce

thelr own iuterests. Ve seelk, 1n slort, the creat ™uran Inaee of lwn ——
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Manila's Union Theological Sewminary

the person that must live in the newly emerging Asian society and give
leadership. He must be one who possesses what has been called the frail
majesty of 2 man of God. And this can only be accomplished by an adequate,
vell~directed training institution.

Not mere polished platitudes, this, but the sound policy begun a few
vears ago of building a determined religious education community: its
setting —= Cavite, Manila; ino leading roles —— Christian ministers; plet —-
iaterdenominational; motives ~- educational excellence; outcome, a few
vears later — successful.

There are 12 full-time and 2 part-time teachers and 6 missionary
fanilies, 3 of whom are Methodist. Union provides medical facilities for
Cavite. Currently there is a full-time medical doctor and a part-time
purse, ssseisted by volunteer medical doctors, nurses, social vorkers and
rharmacists.,

The training af ministers and cvangelists was a major unlon project
very carly undertaken by the various Protestant denominations in the
Philippines. In 1907 the Methodists and Presbyterians united their two
training schools and from that association has come tmion Theological
Seminary. Other participating United States churecines include the Christian
Churches (Disciples of Christ), the Evangelical United Brethren, the

Reformed Church in America, gne the United Church of Christ in the U.0.A,
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Manila's Union Theological Seminary
expansion propgram and have a larger authentic ministerial training com-
munity united in our aspiration to hurry along a new age of cultural
creativity, wherein Christianity will act as sap in a tree ——- not seen,
but life-giving."
| The Union Seminary necds more eager students, more well-preparad
i professors with vision, more financisl backing. Your contributicns for
the expansion of Union Seminary w11l be a step in providing the Fhilippines
with the thousand men of Cod that sorely w111 be needed in the days ahead.
What makes this seminary? TFor some reason that Cospel story about the

wonan whose joy at having birth swallows up the memories of her labor comes

to mind...
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Mission Headliners: An interview with Dr. Benjamin Guansing, President,
S)GJ;‘\AA{ IR N PTIA

Union Theological Seminary,ﬁfamﬁﬂa, the Philippines.
s

Dr. Guansing was born in Malabqéi, Rizal, the Philippines, and fron
1927 (vhile still in high school) to 1945 was a local minister. Ordained
& Methodist minister in 1934, he was appointed a Professor of Christian
Education at Union Theological Seminary, Manila, and in 1951 was elected
to be president. Dr. Guansing, who holds both a B.A., and a B.D. from
Union Seminary in Manila and an M.A, from Teachers College, Columbia Uni-
versity, is currently a Visiting Scholar at New York City's Union Theolog-
ical Seminary while on sabbatical leave from Union. A D.D. degree was con-
ferred upon Dr. Guansing in 1958 by Tokyo's Union Theological Seminary.,
Question: Recognizing the rising expectations that are sweeping over the

Philippines, could you explain the significant purpose for

Union Seminary's massive 10-year relocation and building program?

Ansver: OQur aim is to make the seminary an arm of the Church in meeting
the needs for Christian leadership in both rural and urban areas.
To do this we must have an adequate plant: buildings, facilities,
well-qualified personnel. Also we have to develop the kind of
progran relevant to bota the needs of rural people and to the

reas of the Fhilippoires.

[0

raoidl;s changing

Question: What do you mean L being relevant.

Aasver: The Church is ithere it is located in terws of the locale. I
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always take the attitude that the church is in the world to serve. It

is a giving institution which mut grow in collaboration with the community.

Question: How is this accomplished?
Answer: To do this we must have the following:
-~ a good faculty;
-~ a good curricula, one which is always changing to meet the
needs of the people;
-~ adequate financial support, with local churches assuming more
of the costs of implementation and a lessening of dependence on
.outside financial sources.
Question: After th®ee years on the new 242 ,5-acre campus at Cavite, 21 miles from
Manila, what is happening at Union Seminary today?
Answer: All in all, the results are most exciting. Among them:
1. An intensification of educating ministerial students to meet the
demands for qualified leaders.
2. Providing medical facilities for the whole community of Cavite.
Currently there is a full-time medical doctor and a part-time

nurse, assisted by volunteer medical doctors, nurses, social

LA e e A A
—

workers and pharmacists, actively involved in a ministry of healing

program,
3. Offering recreational facilities and programs for the community's
young people. The beginnings of this has been the introduction of
sewing classes. Tools and workshops equipment are needed for a

handicrafts department. - . .

4. A Kindergarten school which not only meets %/need but serves as a

special kind of training school for Union's students.

5. A community church, currently staffed and maintained by Union, which
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Question:

Answer:

is attempting to make the Church a living organism in an area

fast becoming Manila's number two resort,

Could you tell me what has been accomplished in the way of constructing

new plant facilities to date?

At present

there are thirty buildings on the campus of Union Seminary, which

are as follows:

a Men's Dormitory which can accommodate 100 men; presently there

are 55,

a Women's Dormitory. With 3/5 of it built it can accommodate
40 now; cutrrently there are 15 residents. When this dormitory
is completed it will house 100.

a Refectory, able to accommodate 240 people in one sitting.

7 duplexes for married students; 10 more needed.

6 faculty cottages; 6 more needed,

2 staff houses; 4 more needed.

Completion of first unit of administration building.

a 35,000-volume~library, housing main reading room, book stacks,

10 faculty offices, and 4 classrooms. Opened in December, 1965,
the library was made possible by Advance Special contributions from
the Western Pennsylvania Conference, with the balance of this Con-
ference's generous giving -- $75,000 -~ being applied to the total
building program,

President's home.

Director of Rural Life Center's home,

Small community chapel.

a multi~purpose house for a student minister and kindergarten.

Service personnel house; 6 more nceded.

Warehouse, and a supply building.
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All buildings are built of reinforced concrete and treated building
blocks.
Question: What are your future top priority building needs?
Answer: An adequate chapel, $50,000; a l2-~classroom building and assembly hall,
$75,000; a gymmasium and auditorium, $100,000.
have
Question; How large a teaching staff does Union Seminary/and what is its current
student enrollment?
Answer: There are 12 full-time and 2 part-time teachers; 6 missionary families,
3 of whom are Methodist, Two more faculty members are needed. At present,
we can accommodate 200 students; when building program is completed 250
students, There are now 80 students enrolled at Union Seminary.
Question: What do you regard as some of the Christian Church's greatest accomplish-
ments in the Philippines?

Answer: ; In a country where 83 per cent of the people are Roman Catholic, dating back

L

to the 16th century, Protestant influence of the highest order, especially

-,

on the part of well-trained, well-educated ministers, has successfully in-

fluenced a liberalization of Roman Catholic Attitudes over non-Roman Catholics.

AV e A ey o

Our small number has served as a sort of conscience for the whole country,
Second, the integrity of Protestants in the country has created an atmosphere
of confidence and dependability. Our involvement in all aspects of life
through Protestant churches and institutions serves to develop a nation with
a "world-view'",.

Third, our policy of emphasizing ithe importance of womanhood has brought more

change -- and it is continuing -- of the role of women in my country as we go

about nation-building in the Philippines.,

Question: What policies for progress would you suggest for the Church's future in the

Philippines?

Answer: One, development of stewardship education so that our people not only con-




Mission Headliner -- page 5

sider mere participation in the church but the giving of life and resources

to the church in order to achieve greater self-relianmcy.

Two, the cultivation of inter-faith activities and programs.

Three, the church must be involved in all phases of human life -- social,
economic, political -~ as a dynamic living organism,

Four, the church must keep itself alive in meeting all kinds of demands of

the people in a secular community: work with them, accept them, love them,
That is to say, the church through the Gospels make a sincere effort to

hold on to the best of the past, to establish meaningful values in the present

and to prepare for a future whose needs will exceed those of any previous age.

Buck Hill Falls, Pennsylvania

January 16, 1966

e
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Say Radical Relevancy Needed
By Philippines Methodists

A call for the church to be radically relevant to the needs of rapidly changing
society in the Philippines -~ relevant in ecumenism, social and economic relations,
family life, autonomy and the institutional life of the church -- is contained in a
message to the ministers and laymen of the Manila Area of The Methodist Church. The
message is signed by newly-elected Bishop Benjamin I. Guansing and 12 other leaders of
the area.

Though the form of the message is similar to many pastoral letters from church
leaders to members, observers of the international Methodist scene believe the content
may represent a new thrust in the life of Philippines Methodism.

The message is addressed to the 61,576 members (full and preparatory) of the
Philippines and Middle Philippines Methodist Conferences, which comprise the Manila
Area, The area is one of two episcopal areas of Methodism in the Philippines, and the
Philippines and Middle Philippines Conferences are two of five annual conferences in
the country. They encompass part of Luzon, the principal island of the Philippines,
and certain islands south of Luzon,

Signing the message were Bishcp Guansing, who was elected to the episcopacy only
last February, 10 Filipino district superintendents and two U.S. missionaries, the Rev.

Dr. Charles Mosebrook (American home: St. Paul, Minn.), working in church development,
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and the Rev. Richard L. Wehrman (American home: Higginsville . ), working in rural
development.

The church leaders summon Manila Area Methocists to focus their attention on
the mission of the church to the nation and cali for 2 “radical changs of attitude" by
church members in the face of the challenge of rapid social change in the Philippines.
All Methodists should consider the fundamental question, ''Where are we as a nation?"
the message says and adds:

"Specifically we commend to your attention the meaning, the challenge and the
opportunities brought to bear upon us by the rapid social changes taking place in our
midst, such as industrialization, the xise of a new middle class, the amazingly accel-
erating speed of travel and communication, the increasing mobility of population and
the changing values and attitudes of our people."

In the face cf thosc ractows, d chonwe of wuiitude by church members is needed,
ihe message says, to ''demonstrate greater zeal and dedication in solving the great
variety of moral and social problems plaguing our pnation: the alarming rate of crime
and juvenile delinquency, population explosion, social unrest in Central Luzom,
poverty and unemployment, disease and superstitution.”

The message also calls for action: "We trust that all members of our Methodist
Church will take these problems as a burden and seek for adequate answers to the ques-
tion, 'What can we do as a Christian community, not only to understand these social

ills, but also to effect a valid, creative and lasting solution?'"

Bishop Guansing and his co-leaders outline sowe specific actions which Method-
ists could take in various areas of church life te carry cut a ministry of "proclama-
tion, Service, teaching and participation which are relevant to the needs of people in
our contermorary society.'  Among their recommendations:

"1t is strongly urged that in our churches a svstematic and continuing study be
made on the structuring of our church in its scu-up, life and program, with special

consideration to the subject of autonomy for Methodism in the Philippines.

"Je call on all our churches and members to relate their ministry to the lite,
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needs and challenges facing the church in industry, business, economics, education,
family life and in the total life of the community.

'"We suggest that positive steps be taken on the clarification of our system of
financing, reshaping it, if necessary, to meet‘the increasing and changing demands of
our church, especially in the areas of ministerial support, building projects and
social action., We challenge the stronger and more financially stable churches to help
the developing churches, so that the latter may be able to stand on their own, We
re-state our stand th;t tithing is the Biblical and Methodist way of giving to the
church of God."

The message calls for ecumenical dialogue: '"We invite all leaders and member of
our church to enter into fruitful discussions, dialogues and conversations on our rela-
tionships to churches with Methodist traditions, to sister evangelical churches in the
Philippines, to our Roman Catholic brethren, as well as to non~Christian religious
bodies, in the promotion of the ecumenical spirit."

The church leaders preface their call for change of attitude and for action by
declaring certain underlying principles:

““Repentance and renewal within the church -- We ask all our churches and members
to relate themselves to God in repentance, to the end that the church may experience
renewal in its life and work, especially in the following areas: (a) from indifference
to God's call to a meaningful participation in the redemptive mission of the church;
(b) from absolute obedience to lesser loyalties, leading some people to use the church
selfishly, to an absolute commitment to God's call for each one of us; (¢) from a dull
insensitivity to the needs and problems oi the world, to involvement in its daily life
and affairs, particularly in terms of support of crime prevention and of working
together with public and private agencies in community development and improvement of
econcomic life.

"Total commitment. We call our church people to a total commitment to our Lord
Jesus Christ and to the sacred task He has entrusted each of us. Commitment to His
task for us is demonstrated only if and when we live and work as faithful stewards of
our bodies, skills, mind, time and material resources.,'

* % % xo% % Kok ok

(September 6, 1967)
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Benjamin Guansing Elected Bishop
By Philippines Central Conference

The Rev. Benjamin Guansing, president of Union Theological Seminary in
Dasmarinas, Cavite, the Philippines, was elected bishop of the Philippines Central
Conference by an overwhelming majority on the third ballot at sessions held in
Manila on February 17-19.

Bishop Guansing has been president of the seminary since 1951, Ordained in
1934, he began preaching in 1927 while still in high school.

The new bishop was one of the evangelical heroes of the days of the Japanese
occupation of the Philippines, Born in the Islands, he was educated in evangelical
schools on Luzon and at the University of the Philippines. He came to the United
States and was graduated at Union Theological Seminary, New York, in 1941. He re-
turnaed home immediately after graduation and was on Luzon at the time the Japanese
attacked Pearl Harbor and captured Manila.

Bishop Guansing was the pastor of the large Central Student Church in Manila
during the war vears, and under Japanese occupancy, he continued to hold services
and work among the students, often at the risk of his life. When Manila was bombed,
Central Student Church was totally destroyed, but Mr. Guansing moved his congrega-

tion to the undamaged Knox Methodist Church in another section of the city
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and carried on from that center.

Following the war, Bishop Guansing came back to the United States as a
Methodist Crusade Scholar and received a master's degree from Teachers College
at Columbia University, New York. He holds a doctor's degree in education from
Union Theological Seminary in New York and Teachers College. An honorary doctor
of divinity degree was conferred on Bishop Guansing in 1958 by Tokyo's Union
Theological Seminary.

The interdenominational seminary he heads in the Philippines, located 21
miles from Manila, was founded sixty years ago when Methodists and Presbyterians
united their two training schools. Other participating United States churches in-
clude the Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ), the Evangelical United Brethren,
the Reformed Church in America and the United Church of Christ in the U.S5.A.

During the next 20 years the country is estimated to need at least 1,250
Protestant ministers,

Looking at the accomplishments of the Protestant churches in the Philippines,
Bishop Guansing has said, '"In a country where 83 per cent of the people are Roman
Catholic, dating back to the sixteenth century, Protestant influence of the highest
order, especially on the part of well-trained, well-educated ministers, has success-
fully influenced a liberalization of Roman Catholic attitudes over non-Roman
Catholics. Our small number has served as a sort of conscience for the whole
country. The integrity of Protestants in the country has created an atmosphere of

confidence and dependability. Our involvement in all aspects of life through

1

Protestant churches and institutions serves to develop a nation with a 'world-view,
"Our policy of emphasizing the importance of womanhood has brought more
change -- and it is continuing -- of the role of women in my country as we go about
nation-building in the Philippines.”
Bishop Guansing, concerning the function of the church in the Philippines
in the future, says: "I believe that the church must develop a sense of stewardship

so that our people not only consider more participation in the church, but the
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giving of life and resources to the church in order to achieve greater Sself-
reliance, It must cultivate inter-faith activities and programs. It must be in-
volved in all phases of human life -- social, economic, political -~ as a dynamic
living organism.

"The church," he concludes, "must keep itself alive in meeting all kinds of
demands of the people in a secular community: work with them, accept them, love
them. That is to say, the church through the Gospels must make a sincere effort to
hold on to the best of the past, to establish meaningful values in the present and

to prepare for a future whose needs will exceed those of any previous age."

(February 23, 1967)




W. W, Reld
Board of Missions and Church Extension
of the Methodist Church
150 Fifth Avenue, New York 11, N.Y. released upon recelpt

The Rev. BenJamin I. Guansing, president-elect of the Union Theologlcal
Seminary, Manila, and one of the evangelical heroes of the deys of Japanese occupa-

tion of the Philippines, will be the guest-speaker at

on Mr. Guansing 1s a candidate for the doc-

tor's degree in education from Union Theologlcel Semlnary, N.Y., and Teachers
College, Columbla University.

Born in the Philippines and educeted in evangelicel schools on Luzon
Island and at the University of the Philippines, Mr, Guansing came to the United
States and was graduated at Unlon Theological Seminsry, New York City, in 1941, Im-
mediately after gradustion he returned to the Islands, and was on Luzon when the
Japanese made thelr attack upon Pearl Harbor and captured Manila.

On his arrival in the Philippines, Mr, Guansing was mede pastor of the
large Central Student Church, in Manils -- the "cathedral of Methodiem" adjacent to
the cempus of the University of the Philippines, During the war years, and under
Japanese occupancy, Mr. Guansing continued to hold services and work among the stu-
dents, often at the risk of his own life. When Manila was bombed, Central Student

Church was totally destroyed; but Mr. Guansing moved his congregation to the Knox

Methodist Church, 1ln another part of the c¢ity and undemaged by bombs, and carried on

from that center.

Following the war, Mr. Guansing returned to the United States as a "Cru-

sade Scholar" of the Methodist Church. In 1947 he received the Master's degree frcm

Teachers College, Columbla Unlversity. Back in the Philippines, he taught at Union
Theologlcal Semlnary, lnterdencminationesl Protestant tralning School., In 1951 he
became acting president and editor of "Philippine Advance", monthly publication of

the Philippine Federation of Evangelical Churches. When he recelves his doctorate,

he will assume full administratlive duties at the Manila seminary. -- 52 -~
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E1CGGRAPHICAL SKETCH
cf
Benjamin |. Guansing

Born on February 24, 1920 in fialabon, Rizal.

Acadenmic Training:

Chtained his elementary and High School education in the public schools of the
Fhilippines.

Took his Bachelor of PnilosoPny degree in the College Dzpartment ¢f Union
Theological Seminary, hilippines, Class '32.
tachelor of Divinity, Union Theological Seminary, Phiiippines, 103l

tachelor of Divinity, Union Theologica! Sominary, few Yorik, 1940-21,
Master of Arts, Teachers' College, Columbia University, 1ob6-L7.

Complatad 11 requirements and passed examination on doctoral thesis for une
doctorate in Education, .54, Teachers' Cotlege, Columtia Uixiversity.

Laae

Coferred, doctor of Divinity, 1955, Tohkyo Union Theological Semiaary, Japan.

Positions hala:

Linister, The Methodist Church, Philippines, since 1028,

Contributing Lditor, Fhitippine Christian Caterprise, 1.32-h1.
Crecutive Secretary, Filipino Ltudent Christian hovement, U, 8. Ao, loeo=4i,

Hember, Tditcrig) Committes of 'The Hicari ! (The Light), (fficial paper of ine
Fhilinpine Evaaigelical Churches during the Japenese occupation of the Failippines,

B

cial correspondent, Hanila daily newsgapers:
I Del ate~Mabuhay-Monday Hail

e

3
Lhitippines Heralu,'naniTa,'Fn.. Lpials.

-

Professor of Christisa Education and Church kistory. batoa Thzlogical Lomiaary,

L'F it rhi { il-i:i-‘l:.
toBT,

 ty
-

Philippine Christian idvance, Litigiar napcr
hrl‘Lial Churches [rom Septamber 1‘{2 - Mugust

Flected Vice-President and svlszquently Acting President  dnion Theologica’
Seminary. Thilippincs, 1u51-52.

Inaugurated Tiret Filipino Presidont, UYnion Theological Seminary, Philippiaes, 1650,
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Biographical Sketch - B. |. Guansing Page 2

. —_— . . . .
Chairman, First ..sian Conference on !adustrial Evangalisi, June 2-13, 175

hairm "hilippi Thecloai £ d: i o ; ot ton ‘ T ; 3
CA:IT;a:, aﬁtluppune fnectogical £ducation Censulatation, Baguio City, March 33 -
Fi iJrl o \7’5_:‘-

Chairman, Philippine Bible House Advisory Council, 155 -G,

President, Fhilippine Association of Theological Schools.

Presideat, Association of Theolegical schools ia Southcast ..sia.
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Photographs from this
file have not been
included but are
available upon request.
For more information
please contact
research@gcah.org
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