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MEXICAN
BISHOP'S DEATH

Bishop Eleazar Guerra, 72, head
of the 33%.000-member autonomous
Methodist Church of Mexico for
20 years, died September 14 at his
home in Mexico City after an ex.
tended illness.

First elected to the episcopacy in
1938, Bishop Guerra was re-clected
in Y042, 1916, 1930 and 1958. He
served as head of the Methodist
Clhndh of Mexiceo longer than am
other bishop in the Mexican church
since it became independent of U.S.
Methodism in 1930, On his retire.
meitt at the church’s General Con-
ference in 1969, Bishop Guerra way
named to the honorary post  of
“Continental Evangelist” and com.
missioned to accept evangelistic en-
gagements  anywhere in Latin
America and imong Spanish-speak-
ing people in the U.S. His son-in-
Law, the Rev. Dr. Alejandro Ruiy,
was clected as his successor and con-
tinues s head of the chuardh.

Born in Reynosa. Mexico, Bishop
Guerta was the son of a Methodist
parsontage Laomily, He was educated
in three Methodist schools, Laurens
Institute in Monterrey, Wesleyan
[nstitute in San Antonio, Texas,
and Southern Methodist Universiny
1 Dallas, 'Fexas. Belore Ias election
to the episcopacy. he had been
pastor hoth ol Methodist chnnches
m NMesieo at Tarrean aed Sal
oy and o NMesion- Ymerican
congiregations i the TS, i IYallas
arel Ssan Antonioy. When lirw
clected, he was o distiicr superin

tendent in northern Mevioo,
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The editor of one of the prindipal
United Alethodist  publications
overseas has been named the first
African director of the Africa Lit
erature Center, a major unit of the
Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation
at Kitwe, Zambia.

Ezekiel Makunike is editor ol
UMBOWO, journal of the Rho-
desin Conference of The United
Methodist Church. A trained jour-
nalist with two degrees, a forme:
Crusade Scholar and an interna-
tionally recognized Christian com-
municator, Mr. Makunike and his
UMBOWO colleagues have taken
hold editorial stands against racial
injustice in Rhodesia and  have
spoken out against the white-domi-
nated government of Ian Smith.
Under his editorship, circulation
rose from 1,000 to 7,000,

The Africa Literature Center
trains Alrican journalists to write
for church and secular publications.
Mr. Makunike succeeds as director
a  United Methodist missionar
journalist from Sweden, Jengt
Simonsson, who will be working
with the new Christian Literature
Development  program of  the
World Council of Churches.

Born in Rhodesia, Mr. Makunike
attended Methodist schools thare
and went to Hislop College in
India to study journalism. He re-
ceived a bachelor’s degree [rom
Hislop, one of a aclatively few
Africans to be graduates in jour-
nalism. During 1968-69, he was
student  at - Svracuse  University,
Svracuse, N.JY., where he stutdied s
a  United  Methodist  Crusade
Scholar. e received the master’s
degree in jomnalism in 14964

Ater o riel teachime career. D
Vakunike was appointed ditcoum
of ])tl])li(.iliulh for the Rhoddesia
Conference in 1961 He continued
1o hold 1hat post as well as the
editorship ol UMBOWO. e u
tended an mternational consulta
Hon on communicitions sponsoned
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NEW YORK (UML) -- Bishop Eleazar Guerra, 72, head of the 33,000-member
autonomous Methodist Church for 20 years, died September 14 at his home in Mexico
City after an extended illness.

First elected to the episcopacy in 1938, Bishop Guerra was re-elected in 1942,
1946, 1950 and 1958. He served as head of the Methodist Church of Mexico longer than
any other bishop in the Mexican church since it became independent of U.S. Methodism
in 1930. On his retirement at the church’s General Conference in 1962, Bishop
Guerra was named to the honorary post of Continental Evangelist" and commissioned
to accept evangelistic engagements anywhere in Latin America and among Spanish-
speaking people in the U.S. His son-in-law, the Rev. Dr. Alejandro Ruiz, was elected
as his successor and continues as head of the church,

Born in Reynosa, Mexico, Bishop Guerra was the son of a Methodist parsonage
family. He was educated in three Methodist schools, Laurens Institute in Monterrey,
Wesleyan Institute in San Antonio, Texas, and Southern Methodist University in Dallas,
Texas. DBefore his electior to the episcopacy, hae had been pastor both of Methodist

chnrches in Mery o oooLanop vTLoT ank caz21llo} and of Mexican-ar2iidan .cngregations in

rhe U.S. (Dallas ard San intcnic). #hen firsc elected, he wvas a district superintend-~

ent in northern Nehicd.
Bishop <Suzrra ¢ scrvived by his vife, ‘ixrs. Lucinda Guerra, tvwo daughters, in-

cluding Mrs. Alejandrc gui-, sna 3 son. The funeral was September 15 in Mexico Cityv.

(September 22, 1970)
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DR. JOHN SCHEEFER
DR, CHARLES GERMANY

ELEAZOR GUERRA D., THE FORMER B1SHOP OF MEX1C0, DIED SEPTEMBER I,
THE FUNERAL SERVICE 15 SEPTEMBER 15,

WE EXPECT MORE INFORMATION FROM MEXiCO BY LETTER.

B1SHOP GUERRA 1S BISHOP ALEJANDRO RUIZe FATHERTIN'LAW,

RosErRT DAVES

MS

C.Co. LEONARD PERRYMAN
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NEW BISHOP

Methodist Church of Mexico
Elects Guerra as Second Bishop

The Rev. Eleazar Guerra wis elected bishop
of the Methodist Church of Mexico at the
third General Conference of that ¢hureh held
in PPuchia the week of September 19. The
new bishop is a graduate of the Southern
\iethodist University of Dallas, Tex., und
was for some lime pastor of Trinity (Spunish-
speaking) Methodist Church of San Antonio.
e has a good command of the Enuli-h lun-
suage, lbas visited several General (anfer-
cnees of the Methodist Episcopal Chureh,
<onth. and has the reputation of being u zood
administrafor,

Pr. Marshall Steele, of Dallas, Tex.. at-
fended the Conferenee as the personal vep-
e et five of Bishop Walkine Dr. William
i tamdhan, ~crintean o the Bourd of Taiu-
«ahion, ol Dr W, W W,-on, of the Roard
o1 \j==1on=, both of ihe A\etholi-i Chaneh,
month, were also pre-ond




New Jerse_;y' Confere!

. 5 Church mem
h . is twice that

Aruantic Crr¥5-The one hundred and sec-
ond session of NewsJersey Annual Conference
convened in..gt. Pau!iﬁs Church, Sepiember 21,
Bishop Charles L. Meu.%, of Kunsas Cily Arca,
presiding. .The afternoan session was devoted
to worship and the sactjyment of the Lord's
Supper, followed by rvoli*call, organization.
E. A. Wells, who joined tilg secrefary’s staff
in 1007 and served as seeretary for twenly-two
consecutive vears, resigncd. antdh H. J. Belting
was (lected in his place. A pursa of fifty dol-
Jars was presenied by the Conferénce to Sce-
retarve=emeritns Wells 1n appreciation of Ins
cepvice. Greetings woere sent to Bishop und
M-, I G. Rn-}:::rd<0n.

J. B. Xulp made the memorial address on
Wednesday evening. Those who died during
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SKETCH OF REV. ELEaZaR GUERRa, GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT, Iy
:/ -

METHODIST CHURCH OF MEXICO g l

/

Rev. Eleazar Guerra, the newly elected General vyperintendent of the lMethodist
“hurch of Mexico, is in his fortieth year. He was born of Methodist varents, trained
in three schools of the church - Laurens Institute in Monterrey, eslegyan Institute in
San Antonio and the School of Theology of Southern “ethodist University in Dallas,
Texas, He was called to preach while attending an evangelistic meeting conducted by the
sainted Rev. F. S. Onderdonk.

He has served as pastor of Mexican churches in Bagle Pass, Texas; Terreon,

Mexico, Qallas and San Antonio. At the time of his election he was serving as pastor
of a church in Saltillo and Presiding flder of the Uriental District of the Border
Conference.

On Sept. 23rd he was elected General Superintendent by the General Conference
in session in Puebla, Mexico, on the first ballot. He was ordained the following
Sunday morning in an impressive ceremony before a large congregation which
filled to capacity the church in Puebla which is one of the largest and most beautiful
Protestant churches in Mexico. The two men who have preceded him in this office, fev, Juan
Pascoe and Rev. Sixto avilam; took part in the consecration ceremony. Unon the special

the ze2neral cuperintendent elect, Dr. &. ¥, Vasson; one of his former teichers.

Ia
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re ues

o

atirzezel the Jenfzarence Just tefere the ceremony.
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Bighop Eleazar Guerra, the dynamic young leader of the Methodist Church of
Mexico, is the son of devou’ Methodist Mexican parents. He 1s an alumaus of the
School of Theology of Southern Methodiet University in Dallas, Texas. While a
student in the U.S.A. ho made many friends who s8till hold him ln high eateam.

de was, a8 a young man, prominent in athletica,

ATter serving with distinction ss pastor of Vexican congregations in the
U.S.Ae and in Mexleco, he was elected Blshop of the hethodist Church of Masxico in
1938 for a four year term. He was ro-alacted in 1942 for another term by an al-

most unanlimous vota.

Under his consscvated ind vigorous leadership the Church in Mexdco hza mede
great galns. He ls an evanrellstic preacher of fervor and power. He recelves
many tpvitetions to preach in Lhe U.S.A. and & fow years ago he wsnl oo & Preach-
ing .‘iralon to Costa Rica vhere ho was wall regalvad.
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ELEAZAR GUERRA, BISHOP CF THE METHODIST
CHURCH COF MEXICO

WHO IS HE? WHAT DOES HE DO?

The Border city of Reynosa, in the State of Tamaulipas, Mexico, is the birthplace of
our distinguished friend and unique fellow-worker, the present bishop of the Methodist
Church of Mexico, Eleazar Guerra. His parents, who belong as does their son to the

#or der region, are Prof, Ponciano Guerra and Senora Rafaela 0. de Guerra. Both of them
are deeply religious particularly his wo rthy mother, who never loses an oppo@tunity te
take the gospel to those who have not known it., His beloved father, Ponciano Guerra,
has for 25 years been a local preacher, and in this period has served as pastor of
several charges, first in the Mexico Annual Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Churck
South, and later in the Border Annual Conference of the Methodist Church of Mexico.

Eleazar took his grammar school work under the tsaching of his father, who with all
solicitude and consecration sought to impart to his son, as also to Elodia,his sainted
daughter, ther instruction included in the Grammar Schiol. He received his secondary
education in Laurens Institute, Monterrey; the Preparatory and Commercial courses
were completed in Wesleyan Institute, San Antonio, Texas; from there he went to the
University. as we shall mention later in this article.

While still quite young, Eleazar went to the United States to complete his studies, and
to look for new horizons for his life. From childhood he felt that his true calling
was to the Christian ministry. Assuredly his pious mother had followed the example

of the Israelite, Anna ~ first of all having prayed to God for the gift of a son; who
should in turn be given back to God for His segvice.

Like most of the Border folk, Eleazar is of energetic character. He does not give up
the vision of carrying out a nob}e purpose; he is of irrevocable determination, and to
this fact he owes his success in the ministry. When he wished to enter Southern
Methodist University, in Dallas, his desire was opposed by those who did not think

this the wisest course., This caused Eleazar, who as I have already said, is of ton-
acious and energetic character, to undertake to open for himself the pathway to the sol-
ution of the financial problem, and to obtain by his own work the means needed to carry
on his studies., He bears the distinction of never having received a scholarship,
either for himself or his children, from the Church which he has served with diligence

and consecrations

This effort to provide the solution for his ¢wn personal problems brought with 1% the
discovery of ability in business matters; which has enabled him not only to meet his
own needs, but also to provide financial help for the Church which he serves. If any-
one doubts this statement, a glance at the books of Dr. Hauser, Treasurer of the Church
will convince him that Bishop Guerra contributes personally not less than four thousand
pesos each year for the several causes represented in the task of the Church. This con-
tribution is made from his own resources. For his fellow-workers he always secks to
provide the best support possible, and in cases of cmergency he seeks special contribus
Bong from diffent sources. A good number of pastors and other fellow-workers of both
Annual Conferences will support this statement.

There are three facts which may be considered as propfs that Eleazar has enterced the
ministry as a calling, and not for personal interest, ihen he was in the University,
where he achieved distinction for many reascns, he was asked by an important business
concern to accept an enviable position, with a salary that would have opened the oppor=
uund bty to large finaneial remuneration, He wvery energetically rejected this oppeortunity
declaring that he had keen called to the ministry., Later on, another Latin American
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Company, convinced that Eleazar Guerra was the person needed for its activities, offer-
ed him a post, with an attractive salary, plus a commission on all business transactions
and travel expense throughout South America., He rejected this offer also, stating that
his calling was to the Christian ministry, The third opportunity which Bishop Guerra
received to work outside the Church, was in political activitiess His numerous re-
latives in his native State of Tamaulipas tried to persuade him to enter the race for

a seat in Congress, with good prospects for success. Again he emphatically refused,
bécause, as he said, he had been called to be a minister of the gospel; of our Lord
Jesus Christ. These are proofs that Bishop Guerra is serving the Church because of a

genuine call of God,

In his work as pastor, he achieved important successes. First as a pastor of the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church, South, in San Antonio, Texas, he did a glorious work. His
principal work was in the field of evangelism and finances, which still are his burning
passion in the episcopal ofrfice which he now holds. The same may be said of his past-
orates in Torreon and Saltillo, in Mexico, and of his temrmn as District Superintendent
in the Border Annual Conference, before his first election to the office of bishop.

And as to the present? God has greatly blessed his episcopal service. New church
buildings have been erected in Sonora, Reynosa, Xoxocotla, Cocotitlan, and Nextlalpam,
Many church buildings and parsonages have been repaired or improved., A very great im-
pulse has been given to our schools in both Annual Conferences. Due to his efforts

the salaries of pastors and other church workers have been increased. Our student body
in the Seminary has been reenforced, and of the seventeen young men enrolled, sixteen
are Methodists., Also, the Methodist Deaconess School has a good enrolment; altogether
there are 31 young men and wmen in Mexico City studying for Christian service. There
are no less than 25 pre-theological students in the preparatory schools, It is the
Bishop!s hope that next year there will be at least 50 students studying for the min-

istry.

As if this were not enough, the Bishop has purchased a printing press tfor our Methodist
publications. Due to a special effort on behalf or "El Evangelista Mexicano', official
organ of the Church, he has not only succeeded in paying all indebtedness, but at pre-
sent has a considerable cashbilance on hand. An episcopal residence is being planned,
in addition to ten new church buildings which are to be erected in Tampico, Veracrus,
Orizaba, bdexico City, Ciudad Victoria, and other places.

The number of souls won is considerable; for the coming year we shall have a total of
20,000 Methodists in Mexico, and the present budget of the Methodist Church of Mexico
represents a 300 percent increase over that in effectat the beginning of Bishop

Guerra's second episcopal terme

The Laymen's Movement, which has been organized in both Conferences, is due to his
initiative.

This is the man whom God has placed 2t the head of His work in the Methodist Church of
Jdexico. His erTorts are witnessad L2 by &l1 we have said, though we have left many
things unnenticned, ctut we must na 2loase without ¢ referencz to his wiife, 3enoras
Lucinda V., de Guerra. In addition to *nz care of two daughters, Lucille and Ruth znd

& son, Jdumderto, she kntws how ic 1ill ideally the place waich falls Lo hir in view

of the responsibility which her hustand bears. Ruth, the younger daughter, is studying
for service 2s deaconess,

Eleazar exeels «s a pulpit orator. 1iis style is predominantly evangelistic, but he
cultivates other types of precching as wcll, And il we have pulpit orators of dis-
tinction, he is inferior to none. &re is logical and forceful in style, and in controver-
Sy no one cean overcomc him, In finca..zzs, he is the Humber One of the llethodist Church

of lexico.

This is Eishop Eleazar Guerra,and this is his work!




We We Reid
Board of Missions and Church Extension
of the Methodist Church
150 Fifth Avenue, New York 11, N.Yeo released upon receipt

The leading evangelical churchman of Mexico ~- Bishop Eleazar Guerra, of
the liethodist Church of Mexico, with residence in Mexico City —- will be the guest-
speaker at

on
Bishop Guerrais the third Episcopal leader to be chosen to head this independent
Mexican member of the Methodist family of churches, since its separation from the
#Mother Churches® in the United States twenty years agos

Bishop Guerra heads a growing church of two annual conferences, 131
parishes, 20,000 members, 156 pastors, 113 women's societies; together with a theo-
logical seminary,; a publishing house, social centers, medical centers, and related to

private schools operated by lethodist laymen. It is the largest evangelical movement

in Nexico.

Born of Xethodist parents in lMexico, Dr. Guerra was educated in church
schools in liexico, at .Jesleyan Institute, San Antonio, Texas, and in Southern liethod-
ist University, Dallas, Texas, Ordained a minister of the former Methodist Episcopal
Church, South, he served as pastor of churches on both sides of the border: Eagle
Pass, Texas; Terreon and Saltillo, llexicoj; and Dallas and San Antcnio, Texas. He
preacnes with fluency in both Spanish and English,

In 1938, while serving as pastor in Saltillo, and as presiding elder of

the Oriental district of the Boarder Annual Conference, Dr. Guerra was elected the

third oishop of his Church,




leonard M. Perryman
Roard of iHissions of the ¥ethodist Church

150 Fifth Avenue, New York 11, NeX.

Dr. Cuerra Re-elected Mexico Bishon

The Gencral Conference of the 1:ethodist Church of lLiexico hes re—-elected

the Tev. Dr. Lleazar Guerra for his [ifth term as bishop of the church.

Rishop Guerra was elected September 25 on the 13th ballot at the quadren-
nmizl Cenecral Conference in onterrey. He succeeds the Rev. Dr. Rolando Zapata,
who had been bichop the last four years,.

The l'ethodist Church of ilexico has a merbership of about 32,000 and a con-
stituency estirated at more than 60,000. The tiro anmal conferences corprise an
estimated 20C churches.

Rishon CGuerra vas firsl elected to the episcopacy of the lethodist Church

ro—elo~ted in 15L2, 15L6 and 195C. Born of lethodist

L

£
[

of Llexico in 1938 and -

parents in lexico, he was educeted in church schools in 1exico and at Southern
h ¥

Lethodist University, Jallas, Texas.
Ordained a minister of the [ormer ietholist Iplscope Church., South,

rishop Muerra served as pasior of i‘etlodist churches in botlh lexico ard the United

Stutes, ircl-ding rastorates in Dallss end San .nionio, Tcras. It vas viiile he was

Frorm 197k
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¥ethodist Church of Mexico
Klects Guerra as Second Bishop

The Rev. Eleazar Guerrs was elected bishop ol the Methodist
Church of Mexico at the third General Conierence of that church held in
Puebls the week of September 19. The new bisnop is a gracuate of the
Souther: Methodist University of Dallas, Tex., and was for some tine
pastor of Trinity (Spanish-speaking) Hethodist Church of San Antonio. He
has a good command of ths English lansusge, nas visited several General
Conferences of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and nas the reputa-
tion of heing a good administrator.

Dr. Marshall Steele, of Ballas, Tex., attended the Conference
as the personal representative of Bishop Watkins. Dr. #illiam ¥,
Cuillian, secretary of the Board of Lducation, anc Ur. =. W. Wasson, of iie

Hoard of Kis=sions, both of the Methodist Church, South, were also present.

(... Oe=. 13, 1y:9)
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Bishop Guerra Re-~elected

Bishop Eleazar Guerra, head of the Methodist Church of

Mexico, and regarded as the leading evangelical churchman of the
Republic, was re-elected bishop for the quadrennium 1950-5L at
the recent General Conference of the denomination. He was first
elected to the episcopal office in 1938, being the third minis-
ter elected bishop of this "offspring" of United States kethodist
missions in Mexico. His residence continues in Mexico City.

The General Conference also re-elected the Rev. Manuel V.
Flores as Secretary of Christian Education; and chose the Rev.
Nelson Velasco, pastor in Monterrey, as Secretary of Evangelism.
Mr. Velasco succeeds in this post the Rev. Dr, Juan N. Pascoe,

who is also a former bishop of the Church.

o
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The leading evangelical churchman of Mexico ~- Bishop Eleazar Guerra, of
the dethodist Church of Mexico, with residence in Mexico City —- will be the guest~
speaker at

on

Bisnop Guerrais the third Episcopal leader to be chosen to head this independent
Mexican member of the Methodlist family of churches, since its separation from the
itMother Churches" in the United States twenty years agoe

Bishop Guerra heads a growing church of two annual conferences, 131

parishes, 20,000 members, 156 pastors, 113 woment's societies; together with a theo-

logical seminary, a publishing house, social centers, medical centers, and related to

private schools operated by lMethodist laymen., It is the largest evengelical movement

in Mexicos

Born of dethodist parents in kexico, Dr. Guerra was educated in church

schools in rexico, at .Jesleyan Institute, San sntonio, Texas, and in Southern Liethod-

ist University, Dallas, Texas, Ordained a minister of the former lethcdist Episcopal

Church, Scuth, he served as pastor of churches on both sides of the border: Eagle
Pass, Texas; Terreon and Saltillo,  exico; and Dallas and San Antonlo, Texas. He

preacnes with fluency in both Spanish and English,

In 1938, vhile serving as pastor in Saltillo; and as presiding elder of
the Oriental district of the Boarder innual Conference, Dr. Guerra was elected the

third »nishop of his Church,




g2 MEXICO

Mexico is one-fourth the size of the Uhnited
States, and has a population of about 21,000,000.
Of these, 30”5 are Indians, 157, are Spanish, and
55¢5 are mixed Indian and Spanish, or mestizo.

The country has great natural wealth, largely
undeveloped. It has the two largest oil refineries
in the world. Mexico has 29 States, one Ter-
ritory, and a Federal District. Seventy percent
of the people arc farmers or farm laborers.

Mexico has been going through a social and
political revolution, to secure democracy, bring
the land into the hands of the people, eliminate
forcign capitalistic control, break the power of
the Roman Catholic Church, and secure gencral
progress. At one time the Catholic Church
owned one-half of all the land. By 1941 over
60,000,000 acres had been distributed to the
people.  The Church cannot own property or
conduct schools. Clerical garb is banned: foreign
priests or ministers cannot officiate; church build-
ings are owned by the srate; the number of priests
and ministers is regulated. The anti-clerical laws
were aimed at the Roman Catholic Church, but
they also affecred Protestantism. Education-
ally, Mexico has been backward, but grear strides
are being made in setting up schools in smaller
places. About half the people are illiterate.
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SHOWING PRINCIPAL CITIES
OF METHODIST WORK...




THE METHODIST
CHURCH OF MEXICO

The Methodist Church of Mexico is an au-
tonomous body affiliated with the Church in the
United States. There are two annual conferences,
131 churches, 19,882 members, 72 preachers, 84
local preachers, 113 women’s societies. Under
the laws, Methodist schools are leased to and
operated by Methodist laymen and women as
private institutions. There are 13 such schools.
These are at Chihuahua, Durango, Torreon,
Monterrey, Piedras Negras, Guanajuato, Mexico
City (2), Pachuca (2), Pucbla (2), and Quere-
taro. There are three hostels for students at
Chihuahua and Monterrey (2). Methodist
social centers are at Chihuahua, Durango, Mon-
terry, and Reynosa; there is a hospital (Sana-
torio Palmore) ar Chihuahua and a dispensary
at Mexico City.  The Union Publishing House
at Mexico City publishes books for all the Protes-
tants of Mexico.  The Union Evangelical Cen-
rer. or theological seminarv, is interdenomina-
tional. The president and four teachers are
Methodists. It trains both ministers and dea-
conesses and has a large rural extension program.

Mexican Methodism has men’s socicties, called
Methodist Men’s Fraternities, and women’s so-
cieties, called the Federation of Methodist Women.
Published by the Editorial Departments of the Board
of Missions and Church Extension of the Methodist
Church, 150 Fifth Avenue, New York 11, New York.

1f you want more information, write for ““Meth-

odism in Mexico,” by Miss Elizabeth M. Lee.
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Dvangelistic Tour Draws Thousends in Cuba

By Clarence K. Vliet
Board of lMissions and Church Bxtension

™

For Bleazar Guerrs, of the kethodist Church of ilexico,

five weeks Bishop

r——

end the writer have been privileged to mazke an evangclistic tour of the Island of Cuda.,

Mevang alieal Christianity conscious™ as never before

—

These weeks have hclped make Gube

in her historya

AW

And for the first time Cuba <nows somcihing of th. mugnitude of the work

of the Mothodist Church on the Islende 45 we have shown five recls -— 2100 feet --

of film across the Islund, over and over
idos that Mothodism weas so large «nd Was
Another unique iHhing has been

of the Island to the othire Arriving by

This has proven inw.lunble, for wo 1w

boon Lold from one onG oi thi

1,

X, "I had no

agoin he ve vie heard the rosor
doinz so much on the Islend.™

the usec we lhove hed of the radio from one end

from liexico City, Bishop Gucrra vAs

met by & redio man as g stepped of I the Plane and rsked to sponk o L£aw words to the
Cuban rodio lictewmers -- which in cubd moans & erce t pur centage of the wepulniion.
&) I3 12 N 2

1alend to the

-~
-

1

oy, "I losd pomoonotanr Aia cut T o3 Lioamurse
st LeToTwoy, T 2l o =iwern Tiftooonm oratat oon 1 JO P P

S e 3 - 2 M3 - - T oo H I : -
cvunp.lictie Mo Song., J1so ot lelzudn, ond oin wt O3 onfa JO0e nT e el T, a.r %
Ietenee s, v Were tiven o full ronre I wes not only ¢ g .o Mockup, but it cas lza
conaceted with the City Leud Sy-.-lior Syotsr in Ao Woric. T oor.czild Tor twentr-iiv.
minutes; » wunntiful nuber wes sung hy ghrir L Chl wnicee Tror tho Collog
«nd Church; thon the Bishoo pre- che 1 I8 teenty=five . inuues; oo the re e wnother
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nwhber 1y the choire Yhen 1 gave al invitation to nll listeners to joiu us immcdiste-
ly in the Central Chureh for anoth.r s«rmon by Bishop Guerra, and also an inviiation
to the meetin- tonight.

After the broadeest, the owncr-director of the radio station of'fcred to our
isthodist Church the use of the radio for the full hour -- seven to cipht every Sund:.y
night, and with the hookup to the City Loud Speaker Systems Of course the offer was
accepted, and I am now planning with Cerl Stewart conccerning these broandcasts and om
going to attempt to sccure some good transcription records. A full hour is ret.lly
morc then he slonc con occupy, but we want to k.cp cnd use that periods

The meetings have been vicll publicized scross the Island and lorpge crowds
heve greeted us in each and every city. Broth.r Soto, at Cienfucgos, did an especicl-
ly fine piccc of advertising. e found the store windows vwith large posters; we found
boys handing out Yflyers" in rel ruace to the meetingsy and in cddition to this he
hud an attractive cord printed snd sent o§ persontl invitations through the mail.

Tn most of the citiecs we were able to have four nights. Dre S. A. Neblett,
who hed cocompanicd us on the trip, hed gonc cherd one duy and shown the motisn pic-
tures one night before our arrivels This hns giwv.n & further opportunity to enncunce
our meetings as the movies hove inveriabl drevn fine crowdse. By scnding him a dey

in advance, it has given us three nights for cur cvengelistic scrvices in erch clity,

or

in eddition to the Radic nessages in the citics mentioned, nnd the messies brought
t5 the schosls in the verious citiuse
Other dcnorpinatiosns neve Joeined moot Fenrelly vith ube msncelially did we

e ve fine coono rotion b Cordne 5 tnd ot Gameguey¥e st C: rderm.s o the lust nicht, v

Fod sl Zontist rdedoiir, .. LYICC wolocdnisvos ot o R orien vindicotir o TN
BTV IR LA s N N SEE SR LAY JNCEAY SUSE SRR IXiop oo ool Ua
Trul®w @ proobt Scrvice «nd «owew )y INr LY n-_lienl Cneisdiionivy in oToic imoorient
ficld - el:c: o ur »n borderd

Fick-~n Sucrrs hiz bro oot & o0 s.ul=ctirein: ~.rs~ e 11T TR L TST S

£ilce o les b o;m ovory thetful, corioahat wAidur, cdueon Jircetiv in his nlter

¢i.llse Usu.lly tlr. 2iffcr.nt ¢ lis huaw buin mcdes First, £ overy dircet mnd ot




211 for penitents and thosc aceepting definitcly the Christ for the first time.

There have been no less thon 125 of these. Second, & call for o complete surrender,
and there hzve been 220 of such; and third, those desiring to re-consccrite themselwes

t: the Christ and his work, Thore have boen sbout 600 of those =-- a totel to dte »F

830 by actual count,

There have been some grect experivnces in thesu meetings. For instince,
one man in Comuguey just threce duys cut of jeil, had a wonderful and & clenr expericne
Another woas & young lady who had & year wge come a&nd joined our Churciy bocause »f
this her mcther refused t» send her t: the States to complote her cduenticn, her
fricnds hed snubbed her, nnd she had left car Churche. It wes our first nsceting on
Sunday morning in Cienfucgos where I preached on "thet to Belicve". 8he had soen the
odvertiserent of the meeting nnd cime to church. hon the cltar cill was made, she
literally flung herself at the aliar, brokon-he rted ond veeping; she fully and com-
pletecly come beck; and a2t the evening service she hed her MOTIRR with her ot the serw
vice,

The Moyor of Cienficgus wnd the City Council «- all Cutholics -- were pre-
sent for this services ihen we called at the invitction f the linyer on Monduy to

the City Chembers, we found him rnd the CoHuncil gathered together discussing the ser-

vics tnd the messige of Sunday morninges
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Reports Fersecution of Protestants in Mexico

As recently as April 15, the Methodist Church in the towm of Coatilinchan,
near Mexico City, was attached and burned by Roman Cetholics, says Bishop Eleazer
Guerra, of Mexico, now in the United States for a few vieokse They also attacked
church members, and burned the parsonege and several other buildings in the same tovwmne.

Gur members are congregated in liexico City for protection,” says the Bishop.
"The Federal Govermment has sent troops to the place to protect the Protestants.

Uphig is a continuation of the persecution campaign which began in liexico
three or four years ago, inspired by pastoral Letters sent by the arcibishops of liex-
160 o all “he Catholic perishes in the counbrye. Up to this time <Ghere have been
several people killed, some churches burned, end in some cases, lilwe Tinilpan, one -
hundred or more yeople have not been able to return to their city.

Un spite of this tremendous persecution, the evengelicel churches are grov-
ing in lie:cico more than ever beflore, and our veople, in the midst of sorrov and in the
face of death, are happy vith the religion that has been avle to changje Their livese
Ve do ara thabt as soon es this persecutbion goes over, e can continue in vweace doing

our “orl.!
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Foreign lissions Gonfercnce
156 Fifth Avenue
New York 10, i.Y,

Winfred P, Elson
Chelsca 2-3230

IELEASE Upon l.cceipt
New York -~ "Situated between 130 millionc of English swncaking peonle to the

north and 130 million Spanish speaking pcople to the south," declared 3ishop Elecazar

Wm
e e
Guerrgfgf liexico City before the Corziittee on Ccoperation in Latin fnerica in special
< ""’f

session here todey (April 23rd), "iexico rust realize its strategic responsibility
as the place of fusion of these tvo great cultural dcvelopnents, that the foundations
for the future may be well laic,"

The Bishop creditecd President Trwien on his receat visit to iiexico with
having “done nore in anc ninute thon 21l other statesrmen in a century' to coment
friendshin between the two countrics vhien he laicd o wreath before thc statue commen-
orating the bravery of ilexico's troops in the var with the United Stotec in 1847.

Bishop Guerra, now scrving his third terw as clective General Superintendent
of the iictholist Clurch of iiexico, pnid tribute to the vprosress which the Protestant
churches in lLatia Anericz heve nade in tiic pest 7% years, He said, "Through cduca-
tion and broad cultural dovelopnent the Dvanrelicals are toény carning positions of
lcadership in nony lincs, cad arc highly resmnected for wact ther hrwve contributed to

prescit day eivilization," He ~dded that presciat Frotestent strongth in leiico is

about onc million :.wchibers.
Hinself a praduate of Laureas Institute in lontercy, Tesleyen Institute in

San Antonio, Tcxas, and the School of Theol-gy ot Southern ['othwlist University,

..exieo to
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U D ey 3 . Mar e v gy -
Corgadm, CLT v oSunie goud in thio Ui Uhtes 2wl cSloermanrae

Dallas, he cmpnosized Lhae aced of rront schools and ricot so innrid
1-
- -. 2

reisc tue lovel of
to ring t.oo bost thou;ht of the wine 1z vorll t- Tl Yoodirs ol Lol

plcaded alee for ¢ vetter rrid micigter i oar locrone, Lozl oc o orrzduacuion of
suitable veligious litcraturce, crcotion of arropri-~te —d " itr-ctive chmrch build-
ings, ~nd the dovelonactt of n sciice of writy mnong Frotest-at comions,
sishop Gucerra, freoch fron. o svwzslistie exmyp-ipnn 30 Tuorto Tiee, will,
PR,

aftcr niceting with the rrovicion~l Corittie of th: “"orld Cow:cil of Chwurches ~t
Buck Hill F-1ts, Fa,, returs to hiic worl: in flexico cnrl: ncrt nonth,
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Rufina‘'s Stewardship

By Bishop Eleazar Guerra
Methodist Church of Mexico

In the little tovm of Sonora, whioch lies deep in the mountains of Arizona,
lives irs. Rufina Viera de Uriarte. I visited her there because of the great interest
she has shovn in the Mexican peoplécsiess

Born in San Lorenzo, a hamlet near Culiacan, in the State of Sinaloa, July
10, 1885, Rufina was twenty years old when the family moved to the mining tovrm of
Cananea, in the State of Sonora. Here she heard the gospel presented by Brother Enri-
gque Marra, one of the first Mexican wreachers to begin Protestont work in that part of
the country. Because of the Revolution, she and her mother emigrated +to the State of
Arizopa in 1913, making their home in this mountain village of SONOrc.eeses

Then I asked Mirs. Viera about her conversion she related how her mother, a
devout Catholic, at one time became dangerously ill, Although the daughier did not
lmow hovr to pray directly to God, the crisis of seeing her mother at the point of
death sent her into the next room to pray. Crying to God +to spare her dear one, she
promised that if he did, she would get in touch with the Protestant group. When she
finished her vrayer and returned to the sick room, she was surdrised ©o find her
motvher sitting u» and quite w7ells The daughter thoanked God for his mercy == but
promptly Torgot her promise to look up the Protesvants.

A second similar experience, ‘'hen the mother beocame ill and vas restored
once more by the daughter!s vroyer, reminded the latter of the unkept promise. Waere-
upon, The t7o attended a service ‘then Brother ifarro as preaching, and received the
light ol the Gospel. From that time Rufine began to long to build a church for her

om neople,
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Viith the passing of the vears the mother died, and Rufins was left alone;
but the promise to build a church was so deeply imbedded in her heart that it caused
her sleepless nightse By doing fine needlewrork she supported herself, carefully
saving »art of her earnings, Nine years had gone by, during which she had worked
steadlily toward her church project, but one dey as she itravelled from the City of San
Francisco to the village of Sonora, she seemed to hear a voice which saids "What about
your »romise to build a church for your veople? Go and talk to Dr. liewtborn, and he
will tell wvou what to do." Obedient to the voice, she vrote to Dr. Mewborn of her
desire.

We pause in our stvory to note inm what mysterious ways God vorkse.....While
travelling about the State of Texas to raise money for new ilethodlst churches in the
Republic ol Mexico, I had the privilege of preaching one night in the beautiful Fort
Worth church of which the Rev. Vlarren Johnston is pastor, and there I »oured out the
intense burden of my heart regarding the need for church buildings in liexico. 4
valiant retired lethodist preacher, Dr. Dorsey Mewborn, attended that service, and the
seed fell in fertile soil.

Writing at once to Mrs. Viera, he formed the needed link in the chain of
providential ciroumstances, which resulted in a gift of two tliousand dollars for the
erecclon of a church in the City of liagdalena, Sonora, the state in vhich lirs, Viera
first heard +the Gospel preached. She sent the savings of nine years o Dr. Mewborn
in twrenty money orders of one hundred dollars eachs

When I had an opportunity to meet Mrs. Viera and question her about this
project vhich had motivated her life for years, . her eyes sparkled, and aer face ex-
pressed deep satisfaction as she said, "How I can die hapoy for I have :ept the nromise
I maCe vo God that I vould build a church.”

Already e have purchased the site and draym up the :lans for this new
church in liardalena, which in the providence of God will be built as a wwitness to this
womant!s faith and love for Charists Ve trust thet this example of sacrifice may be
multiplied Jor the sake of the extension of the Gospels, VWherever lhesrts are tihus

touched by the Swirit, the work is sure to go forvard. =l 7 -
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¥etnodist Church of Faxico
Llects Guarra zs Second Bishop
The Hav., Rlsazar Duerrs was clecled bishop of the xethodist
Charch of dexics ab bLhe sidrd Genernl Conieprence of that church held in
oushls the week of Septusber 19. The nev hishop is & mraduate of the

Southar . Rethodisi bniversity of Balles; TeZ., anc wa tor sume bLire

P
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nastor of Trinity (bpanish-speaking) detpodial Churen of San Antonie.

7

nws a8 good cemavand of thu inglish lxnpusse, usas visiled several Generel

[}

Conferences of the Hethedist ¥plseopsl Churen, bouth, 2nd has thn rroulae

tion of bteing a rood admindsirstor.

23

Dy, Asrshall Steels, oi Bzllwy, Tex., atlended the Conferoune

¢ the psraoual representntive of Bisros watiias, OpF. »illias ¥,

.aillfen, scoretary of the Board of CduCsbivn, A wre 4. G, hassol, of o

Bocpd of kisoions, bobth ol the ¥ethodisl Church, fouth, wure zlsc jresentl,




In length of cepiscopal service, Bish-
op FEleazar Guerra of Mexico stands
next to Bishop Balloch. First elected
in 1938 for a term of four years by
{he General Conference of the.lMeth-
odist Church of Mexico, he was re-
elected in 1942 for another term of
four years. Bishop Guerra, like Bishep
Balloch, is a tireless traveler. Dur-
ing the gquadrennium, he traveled
more than 128,000 miles, viditing every
church and parsonage and institution
of Methodism in Mexico This ener
getic General Superintendent has had
the joy of seeing a net increase in
membership during the last four
years of 2287, bringing the irial num-
ber of members and probationers 1o
16,965. During the same period, there
has been en inerease of 617 in con-
tribulions.
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will be broken if there is a legal twist
in it. These human characteristics are
symptoms of a decadent civilization
and are sure forerunners of mnational
disaster,.unless we begin to build upon
pirmer and more enduring foundations.
Christ is our only hope. “¥or other
foundation can no man lay than that
is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”

BUT THE OLD OAKEN BUCKET
IS SYMBOLIC OF GODLINESS.

Following a luncheon with the
President of the Argentine Republie,
Roger Babson was sitting on the ve-
randa of the President’s Residence
while they were discussing the differ-
ence between North and South Amer-
fca. The President of Argentina said
to Mr. Babson, “We have here in South
America limitless material resources
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Photographs from this
file have not been
included but are
available upon request.
For more information
please contact
research@gcah.org
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