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MISS IDA ANDERSON

Spring is here, flowers are blooming and ords
are singing, but one of the sure signs of the vernal
season will be sadly missed.

_We won't be seeing the irail, slender, white-
haired figure of Miss Ida Anderson working in her
front yard flower garden onh North State streetl.

Miss Ida has gone to a far-off land where flowers
are always blooming and birds arve always singing.

For forty full years Miss Anderson served her
God in one of the most exalled and self-sacrificing
forms of human labor — a Christian missionary in
China. Her labors were fruitful and thousands in
:h:E land now so sorely troubled knew fand loved
hel.

n 1926 — more than a guarter of a century
ago — ill health forced Miss Anderson to retire.
Since ihen she had made her home with two spin-
ster sisters, Misses Irene and Rosa Anderson, who
welcomed lier home with loving arms.

In an ante bellum dwelling on North State street
near the corner of Fortificaiion, these three sisters
dwelled happily together. Miss Ida’s hobby was the
old-fashioned flowers her mother and grandmother
so dearly loved, On any fair day, bright morning !
or sunny afterncon, she could be seen in the front.l
yard garden working among flowers that filled thel
air with strange and wonderful fragrance and so
brightened the little garden plot that passersby oiten
paused to admire and enjoy.

¢
To the saintly soul of this sweet-fa.Jed woman

MISS IDA ANDERSON

owers carried 2 voice that told her of life eternal.
-She well knew that the seed sleeping beneath the |
drifted leaves of autumn and winter ihe {lower
seeds were sheltered and they would ere manyi
imonths passed by burst forth in faith and glory and -
"bring fragrani flowers lo brighten the landseape..
Ylowers as pure and tender as her own soul si-
‘lently spoke to her. Each netel was a pulpit and
each leaf & book. She knew the language of flowers
as well as she kuew her nalive tongue and the
volces of the people among whom she so lovingly .
labored for iweo score years.

There is a vacant roomm and a vacant chair in
that ante bellum home on North Stale slreet and
{here is an aching void in many hearts and minds,
but these old-fasioned [lowers MMiss Ida Anderson so
tenderly cared for are putting forth the blooms of
springtime. In silence they will continue to tell pas-
sershy what 1heir nusiress =0 well knew. They say
with Iragrant words that to cullivale a graden is
o walk wih God:; (hat flowers are the onlv per+
ectly beautiful things on carth — joyous, mnnocent,
wliixige messages scattered by the hand of God

wer the iace of the earth, (ﬁﬁﬁ%eby Mary C, |

e ief53) ¢
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Andexrson,lda see

Joman's l'issionary Advocate,Feb. 1906, front cover port.
World Outlook,0ct. 1937,p.20
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DEPARTMENT OF WORK IN FOREIGN FIELDS L
STAFF MINUTES

February 17, 1953

Present: Misses Colony, Evans, Lee, Gibson, lMacKinnon, Twinem

Iliss Colony led in prayer.

For the record:

In memoriam: Ida Anderson, China, (retired), February 16, 1953 73,

Arrived: Catherine Justin, India, February 17, 1953 Th.
ifurden Woods, India, February 17, 1953 (Term completed)

For action:

RECO:MENDED that the following medical bill be approved: 75.
wildred Pierce, India, £L4L8.LO

RECO'. FNDED that the following medical bill be paid from Retirement Provision, 76.
Relief:

Lois Witham, China, #206.32

VOTED that the following educational grants be approved: e
Pearl Wosnot, China, Columbua University % 270
Helen (. licore, Japan, “olumbia University 420

VOTED that £3L7.Lh3 be paid from Educational Grants, Candidates, for the 78.

Woman's Division share of the expenses of the evcning seminar held at Yale
Institute of Far Eastern Languages for those candidates preparing for Japan and
Korea.

RECOM. .ENDED that the term of Laura lHeist, India, be extended to liay 195k, 79.
subject to medical gprroval.

RECOLIMENDED that Charlotte Taylor be, and she hereby is, appointed field 80,
treasurer in Southern Congo of the " oman's Division of Christian Service of

the Board of Missions and Church Extension of The iethodist Church, and that she
be given authority to handle funds and to operate the bank accounts in Southern
Congo of The Yoman's Division of Christian Service of the Bozrd of ifissions and
Church Extension of The iethodist Church.

FECO:MENDED that Joan Viarneka be apnroved as field correspondent of the 81.
Southern Congo Conference.




] IDA AND:RSON

Miss Ida Anderson died on February 16, 1953 at her home in Jackson, Mississ-
ippi at eighty-five. She had broken her arm three weeks before, but the day previous
to her death she felt so well that she stayed up until ten o'cleck. The next morn-
ing she just didn't wake up., Dr. Selsh, the minister at Galloway Memorial, was as-
sisted in the funeral services by DUr. J. R. Countiss, a retired Methodist minister
and an old friend of Miss Andarson. He said that her death reminded him of what a
preacher once said of Znoch. "He walked so constantly with God that one day as they
were walking, they realized that they were nearer God!'s house than Enoch's - and God

took him on home with Him,"

In an editorial in the Jackson newspaper it was said:i "We won't be seeing
the frail, slender, white~haired figure of Miss Ida Anderson working in her front
yard flower garden on North ,tate Street. Miss Ida has gone to a far-off land where
flowers are always blooming and birds are always singing. In the ante-bellum

dwelling on North State Street near the corner of Fortification, the three Anderson
sisters have lived happily together. Miss Ida's hobby was the old-fashioned flower
garden her mother and grandmother so dearly loved. On any fair day, bright morning
or @mnny afternoon, she could be seen in the front yard working among flowers that
filled the air with strangc and wonderful fragrance, and so brightened the little
garden plot that passersby often paused to admire and enjoy."

Miss Anderson was educated in Atlanta, Georgia. At the age of twenty-five
she went to China to be governess for the children of her uncle, Dr, D. L. Anderson,
the first president of soochow University., In 1902 she was accepted as ¢ missionary
under the Woman's Missionary Council., She served for a while in ¥McTyeire School in
shanghai, but the greater part of her missionary life was spent in ‘usih, an indus-
trizl city between Soochow and Manking., The letters in her file show the constant
growth of the work in this station from small beginnings to a center that ministered
to hundreds of children and women. 3he was especially interested in developing
leadership among the young women ang savw to it that one of the choicest young vomen
in the center, after graduating from Ginling Colleve in Nanking, was sent o the
United States for preperation as a social-evangelistic worker.

Miss snderson worked quietly but vary effectively. Her nice sense of humor
made her very cood company.

"hen sh. was about ready to leave China for retirement sha wrote to the Chine
secretary, "Truly these are days of mincled feeling.. “ometimes I f.el that T have
stopped thinking--it's somethin: like coming in and going out with the tide, Very
pracious are thise last days of forty y2ars in China." liiss Andzreson was retired
Harch 193L and so was privilegsd tc live with her sisters in Jackson, iiiszissipni
for nearly twenty yearc., In 1943 che wrote the China scerztary, "I am sending under
separate cover five bonds which I havs invested for China, to be cashed whenesver
China necds tham, and to be used whan the need is grestect," MNever once in her long
lifc did she forget her beloved Chinese friends.




Sent to All East China Missionaries (Retired) and here in the U.S.

WOMAN'S DIVISION OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE OF THE
BOARD OF MISSIONS AND CIIURCII ISNTENSION
OF T METUIODIST CHURCH

150 FIFTII AVENUE NEW YORK 11, N. Y.

LovUISE ROBINS8ON

EX®CUTIVE SECEETARY
CHINA Jer daat s oo .O_, 3.9_.#3

Hoar rrionds:
fouisg Coodnsoy Lo oub of tu-e.'r- :zu Ta. 'l.ri‘:'.in - to dell you ol Uhe
une- e i) B i - da anersol un Pelruary Ll athilde ALllin rsuvortd

agnt the {ollowin telogra: to !uh.g} -

"Tdu Anderso diod this morning. Thoug: she had Lroken
Lor am Bhreo weeks azo she was feelin: well yestordsy
and gtayed v unbil Len last ru_;,nto D06 mornin, shie

Just didn'™s wake upe Phe funeral will boe fucodsy corndng

AS you cwrebably mow, she Livod with her fwo sloters; Twse .ol Trend,

oo kY

At G2 lNorth State Direeb, Jaciuong eL.,S.E..'Jb.LP i,

s omevy thot o3V of ug who kneu i loved ey in hing an. rLe. ..

L W

Lo bor love on. Lor o oerabiding in lucnces

Touige abingon s sone to Crarilio Lor tho peolin ol Lo outh
Cantrel weisdickion.  oa leay i noxt weel Jor Lhw Tvutheoolorm unrlio-
fiotlon in Juckson. u enj ';f livin togethor, Lio ., Liwe Lllmpoes e
have or owr Srivnas. ob.y is (wad alwal sl nows Wit e Lo ko

fopl Dot SOAUA YOu mesed es iTo. e To baou Jrou GG

(LW

L8 ot tenbatly SNy o Gl AR IR s A ACR ST OadTLy aul)
g oi. noorLs mrLoanass b e 2 Poab ooerlences Loleve Lo ounldy

. ; L bl e, . - . gt R LIV R S, L », ain .
b ing porcong wnodareica we janay nad Lite bBorebs Lo oLld mboll.
-t , - . s Ly . B - gL . " . - g ’ -
“ioogopt aThes thine reroemg in s cer connbelen nodoricd. 0 hive asen
P B L T 1, % 3 ? H .
cullin ibeio thilino an Aorical,
N ’ ' - . - . AP . - - . -
"llt-\ TR v T (Wl l' ‘l.q.:lig‘-h 2" t?L S SRR B LS ?a'--' AN AL ars ...‘
- - ELEPSY Ry - .  wwa fgm - i
R TN T A A P X SN L Tone e
3 ot LR TRRE L] s, .y - . -
1 - ‘1-;.‘.'m..-?1 ‘_".;11 L:".\_wu- ) da‘. -—1-' \39 '-"
ienntll o

A B S,
doadld L1 LR VAN § 151 1 08




spril 10, 1953

ID; AN 00N of LURIAL
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sation, thz tires «(nderson sisters hove lived hasdily borther, +188 daats
holt: ~os o olé=failiencd flower »ardam her mether =nd prananothor so dearly

loved, wn aty Teiv dsy, bridi rornin or teany wlternoon, ¢ covld bt seen

in Lhe frent vord Lerkins anons Jlowers thal £11lct 4he air with strenge nnd

pomder Pl Frecroret, Cha LO LrDoRtemst W G DL arden lot Rb et neeneTSHY
cien nresed o addre and c:n‘jr.; 7o'
- - NPT v s e l\ e o o 3 t 1 [ITES W+ { RIS I iron T
LLBE s IICYU WY v HL JL ooy [ bty GOl A L oo 0 0L TwEDL e

Mys: & ¢ woit Lo Chinn tc 1e joverness Pap e nhilgren of sor unzle, -Te Lolo

‘noerson, wiac Cirsi president of Comenah, ST versit,  In 1902 oie wns angoyted
as a rissiorary under tle Vongn's Pivoienary Courcil, <he servea {or & whlle
in lelyeire Scheool in Changhai, tut the preater oacv of ner misvionary lifc was

spent in wusih, an industrial city between Soochow anu Janging. Thc letters 3in




Ida raderzon (.- -ril 19, 1953)

her file snow iLe constant growth of the work in this svation fron small
basinnings to a center that miniclerad io hundreds or chiliren and wonsn, she
was especlally interested in developin; leadzrship armong the youny woren and
am? Lo it that one of Llhe choicest young wowen in the conter, alter graduating
from (inling College in Nankinr, was sunt to the United Liates For orepara=
*ion as a sozialegvenrelictic worker,

viss fmderson worked guietly butl very effectively. der nice ssnse of
humor mede 2 Vvery , ool CORpany.,

ohen she was atout se2d Lo leave Jnin: for retwrenail Sue wrole Lo
the Chins senrciere, "ieouly U oLs cos de e o7 Ll led volilnce, lunellaes I
feel that . nave. ston-ed thvinkdng - it's somsthin, like coadn. 12 and oding oub
with toe wide, very oretiovs ore thew. Lnto Y ooe o7 Lorly jeirs in Chinae™

- A Y (] ~ o .5 L a4 e g 1 ! PRI ' ' . 3 - S L al 52 . I
hige snoorson oa6 retirsa da oooron, 1930 and oo s Lrivileged (o iive uitn

o

. &gt oy 4 . . 2 . . . . .- . . N i B .
ner sisters in vaskoon, Lisuiesinsnnl vor nLarl; tudnly Jarte 4 13 sha

prote Lo Ohina scorit.rs, i An sEluliy W8 addeliie Lover JeVe Londs
which 1 hava iavester vor Shdia, Lo Le 2rthad wicmever Giica aseds Lnem, asd

to ba usad wreil 1he e ed So prenteste®  sover wiee 1o iwr long Lufe aia she

forpet. ber holevea uhinesc trieis,
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IDA AND:RSON

Miss Ida Anderson died on February 16, 1953 at her heme in Jackson, Mississ-
ippi at eighty~five. She had broken her arm three weeks before, but the day previous
to her death she fclt so well that she stayed up until ten otclock. The next morn-
ing she just didn't wake up. Dr. Selah, the minister at Galloway lMemorial, was as-
sisted in the funeral services by Dr, J. R. Countiss, a retired Methodist minister
and an old friend of Miss Anderson. He said that her death reminded him of what a
preacher once said of Bnoch. "He walked so constantly with God that one day as they
were walking, they realized that they were nearer God's house than Enoch's - and God

took him on home with Him."

In an editorial in the Jackson newspaper it was sald: '"We won't be seeing
the frail, slender, white-haired figure of Miss Ida Anderson working in her front
yard flower garden on North ,tate Street. Miss Ida has gone to a far-off land where
flowers are always blooming and birds are always singing. In the ante-bellum

e ]

t
dwelling on North State Street near the corner of Fortification, the three Anderson 1 l
sisters have lived happily together. Miss Ida's hobby was the old-fashioned flower
garden her mother and grandmother so dearly loved. On any fair day, bright morning
or minny afternoon, she could be seen in the front yard working among flowers that
filled the air with strangc and wonderful fragrance, and so brightened the little
garden plot that passersby often paused to admire and enjoy."

Miss Anderson was educated in Atlanta, Georgia. At the age of twenty-five
she went to China to be governess for the children of her uncle, Dr. D. L, Anderson,
the first president of soochow University. In 1902 cshe was accepted as & missionary
under the Woman's Missionary Council, She served for a while in lMcTyeire School in
»hanghai, but the greater part of her missionary life was spent in 'usih, an indus-
trial city betuween Soochow and Wanking. The letters in her file show the constant
growth of the work in this station from small beginnings to a center that ministered
to hundreds of children and women. 3he uas especially interested in developing
leadership among the young women and sauv to it that one of the choicest young women
in the centar, after graduating from Ginling Colleze in Nanking, was sent %o the
United States for preparation as a soclal-evangelistic worker.

iiss Anderson worked quietly bub vary effectively. Her nice sense of humor
made her very sood company.

‘hen sh. was about ready to lcave China for retiremsnt she wrote to the Chin:
secretary, "Truly these are days of mingled feelings. “ometimes T fvel that I have
stopped thinking--it's somethin: like coming in and 4oing out uvith the tide. Very
pracious are those last deys of forty years in Chinz." GHiss hndorson was retired
March 1934 and so was privilegzd to live with her sisters in Jackson, iississipni
for nearly twenty year.. In 19L3 che wrote the Crina secratary, "I am sending under
ceparate cover five bonds wnich I have invest=d for China, to be cashed whensver
China nesds thim, and to bz used whan the nezd is greatect.® Never once in her long
life did she forget her beloved Chinzse friends,
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