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MISS IDA ANDERSON 

Spring is here, flowers are bloon1ing au<l nu rlt. 
are singing, but one of the sure signs of the vernal 

I season will be sadly missed. 
I We won't be see.mg the frail, slender, white
hai>'ed figure of Miss Ida Anderson working in her 
front yard flower garden on North State street. 

Miss Ida has gone to a far-off land where flowers 
are always blooming aud birds are always singing. 

For forty full years Miss Anderson served her 
God in one of the most exalted and self-sacrificing 
for~ns of human labor - a Christian missionary in 
Cluna. Her labors were fruitful and thousands in 
thi land now so sorely troubled knew f and loved 

~·. l 
n 1926 - more than a quarter o{ a century 

ago - ill health forced Miss Anderson to retire. 
Smee then she had made her home with two spin
ster sisters, Misses Irene and Rosa Anderson, who I 
\Velcon1ed her hon1e \Vith loving arn1s. 

In an ante bellum d'i':elling on North State street I 
near the corner of Fortification, these three sisters I 
dwelled happily together. Miss Ida's hobby was the 

1 

old-fashioned flowers her mother and grandmother I 
so dearly loved. On any fair day, bright mornincr 1 

or sunny afternoon, she could be seen in the fron~ · 
yard garden working among flowers that filled the ' 
air with strange and wonderful fragrance and so 
brightened the little garden plot that passersby often 
paused to admire and enjoy. 

' J To the saintly soul of this sweet-faded woman I 
. qower~ carried a voice that told her of 1/ie eternal. 1 

. She \\ell knew that the seed sleeping beneath the I 

I 
drifted leaves of autumn and winter the flower I 

. seeds were sheltered and they would ere many 
I months passed by burst forth in faith and glory and · 
, b:·mg fra~rant flowers to brighten the landscape. : 
I Flowers as pure and tender as her own soul si-' 
'lent!)' sp0lte to her. Each petel was a pulpit and 
each leaf a book. She knew the language of flowers 
as well as she knew her native tongue and the 
voices of the people among whom she so Jovmgly , 
labored !or two score yea1·s. 

There i~ a vacant roon1 and a vacant chair in 
that ante bellum home on North Stale slreet and 
there i:::. an nching void in 111any hearts and n1inds, 
but lho•c old-fa'1oned flowers J\!iss Ida Anderson so 
tenderly rared for are putting forth the blooms of 
springtime. In >ilence they will continue to tell pas
~cr~by "-'hat 1hC'ir n11stre~s so v.·ell kne\V. Thev sav 
\T:llh fragT2nt \\ords that to cu1tivate a graden is 
o walk w!lh God; \hat flowers are the 01:Jy per• 
ectly b:au11lul things on earth - jo;·ous, innocent, 
1:·lkl.u:ilJe messages scattered by the hand of God 

•\Cl' the iace of the earth. (tffl!teby Mar~ 
1 

- MISS IDA ANDERSO~ (~/1<-/.5"3) •I 
Spring is here, flowers are blooming an? birds I 

lire singing, but one of the sure signs of tbe vernal 

season will be sadly missed. 
We won't be seeing the frail, slender, while-· 

haired figure of Miss Ida Anderson working in her 
front yard flower garden on North State street. 

Miss Ida has gone to a far:off land where flowers \ 
are al,\·ays bloo1ning and birds are al\vays singing. 

For forty full years Miss Anderson served her 
God ill oue of the most exalted and self-sacrificing 

\

forms of human labor - a Christian missionary ill 

China. Her labors were fruitful and thousands in 

that laud now so so1 ely troubled knew and loved 

her. ' 
In 1926 - morn than a quarter of a century 

ago - Jll health forced J\'!iSS Anderson to retire. 1 

Smee then she had made her home with two spin-
1 

ster sisters, Misses Ir<.>ne aud Rosa Anderson, who 
\Velcomed 11cr ho1nc ~·ith loving arn1s. 

Ju an ante bellmn dwelling on North State street 
nea1 the corner of Fortification, these three s&ters 
dwelled happily together. Miss Ida's hobby was the 
old-!ashtoncd flowers her mother and grandmother 
so dearly loved. On any falr day, bright 1norning 
or :;unny afternoon, she could be seen in the front 
yard garden \\'orking a1nong !lo\vers that filled the 
air \\"tth strrtnge and \\'Onderful fragrance and so 
brightened the little garden plot that passersby o:ten 

paused to admire and pnjoy. 
To thf '3lllUY soul o{ this sweel-faced worSm1 

llowers '1J'r11cd a v01ce that told her o! !Ile eterOal. 
She well Jmew that the seed sleeping beneath the 

; drifted leaves of autun1n and \\·inter the flo\\'er 

\

seeds were sheltered and they would ere many 
months passed by burst forth in faith and glory and 
bring fragrant flO\VC'l'S to brighten the landscape. 

• Flo\1:erc:; as r•ure and tender a:s her o\\'11 soul si
\ 1ently spoke lo hcr. Each petel was a pulpit and 
each Jenf a book. 'lhe knew the language of flowers 

~ n.cs \\'ell as she kne\\' her native tongue and the 
I • voices of the people among whom she so lovingly 

labored ior t\\'O ::.i..:oi-c yc .. ars. 
The1 <' is n vac::tnt roon1 ,.ud J '.1t '111l chnlr 1n 

th:>l onte bellmn home on North State street and 
thrrt" 1 ..... nn rich.tug void in n1nny henrl::> and n1inds, 
l:nll thoSe olcl-in~ioned flo\\·ers !\li~s Jd:i. Anderson 80 
tPnderl' ca1c:-ct fol' ::ll'E' puttilH~ forth the blonn1~ of 
~pr1ngtilne. 1n sllencc thr\', \\-ill conl1nuc to lC'll p:is .. ; 
~( 1 '-h'" \\hat thPil' 1nt<stre~::; ~o \VeB kne\\'. They EnY \ 
\\l\h frn~rant \\ordf- ~h1i. to rult1\ate a graden ls 
t0 \\·:;lk \\'1th God: that fln'' t~rs are the only per .. : 
fc•r:l,: ber:uufnl thln~c:. on 0::-1tlh - ~o·.ou~. u.1r.0cenr 
h~.U·dt\ 1ne me~~agr:; ~rnt\e1ed by the hs:1d of God 

(l~e fare of the 0a1th. - I 
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Home address of nearest relative ,p'. .,.u ... ,c -1,- -I 
Date of birth __ _,/~'::i-/~h~"'---- Present ,'l.f"e __ __,4"-''---------

,\c;e when ~·ou reached field for first time ~/ !J 
---~~~-------

Date of reachin!! field the first tir.le (J:onth and Year),) / {c./ </ 0 
I 

, f , 
~umber of years in continuous service 1 --

--~~---.--~'"-f--_,_, __ _ 

Have there been any breaks in ~'our service oth :::r t!rnn raf;ular 

l 

' -~-
~ . 0 

furlough periods_~_,..--__ lf so, exyilain-''~;-· ~v'-· ~--·~M'-'---lh~c~·--V=---"" / l 'l, 

J . . . t, i ' -·' ' . -. I r 4 ) 
1- l I J: • ... 

When did you return to the field after your lsst furlough/ l ; 1 :) 

\:hat is :·our desire re~ard inp: service on the field between your 

1 .~,;__, Iv o ~ 

sixty-fifth year and the furlou,.:-h ::ea rest your si xty-se;cn th bi rtb-

doy, if the Peard• the :.:ission, ar.d the .Jishvp Approve? -----
I .tiwi < ·1d,/ ta- ( l ' /\ 

I l ' ,,) I ' ,.{,,....-. l,<1:::L--::""" 

> A-<V 

?urther ex:'.'ressions of 
I , 

- _,{_ ;___,,_,,,. 
' j 

I 
,j ( ':J 11 ,.-..L., ' I~_'.:'.\:__•"'---'.~~~--·-~~-l-'i~-':J..._.•~/-~/~<'~-

I r 
,_,__ 
: l ' .... 
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DEPARTMENT OF VfORK Th! FOREIGN FIELDS 

STAFF MINUTES 

February 17, 1953 

Present: Misses Colony, Evans, Lee, Gibson, l!lacKinnon, Twinem 

Hiss Colony led in prayer. 

For the record: 

In memoriam: Ida Anderson .• China, (retired), February 16, 1953 

Arrived: Catherine Justin, India, February 17, 1953 
Murden Woods, India, February 17, 1953 (Term completed) 

For act.ion: 

RECm·il1':E.NDED that the following medical bill be approved: 

i·!iildred Pierce, India, S448.40 

' , 

73. 

74, 

REco·; EHDED that the following medical bill be paid from Retirement Provisio~, 76. 
Relief: 

Lois 1~·i tham, China, ~206. 32 

VOTED that the following educational grants be approved: 

Pearl H'osnot, China, Col1llllb11a University 
Helen G. Uoore, Japan, Golu'Tlbia University 

~p ?70 
420 

77, 

VOTED that 2.34 7 ,43 be paid fro?:J Educational Grants, Candidates, for the 78. 
Woman's Division shal'e of the expenses of the evening seminar held at Yale 
Institute of Far Eastern Languages for those candidates preparing for ,Japan and 
Korea. 

RECOH .ENDED that the term o!' La urn lieist, InJja, be r:;xtcnde:l to l.iay 1951.:, 79. 
subject to medic3.l ~pr.roval. 

RECO~!MEl"JDE~ that Charlotte Taylor be, and she hereby is, appointed field 80, 
treasurer in Southern C-:ngo of the ' oman 1 s Di vision of Christian Service of 
the Board of Missions and Church Extension of The l>!ethodist Ghurch, and that she 
be given authority to handle funds and to operatP the bank accounts in Southern 
Congo of The Tioman 1 s Division cf Christian Service of the Board of 2.iissions and 
Church :Sxtension of The !:ethodist Cht.:rch. 

l' ECO:·;~.l:SNDED that Joan ;·iarneka be ap;')roved a$ field correspondent of the 81. 
South~rn Congo Conference. 



IDA ANDi.RSON 

Miss Ida Anderson died on February 16, 1953 at her home in Jackson, Mississ
ippi at eighty-five. She had broken her arm three weeks before, but the day previous 
to her death she fol t so well that she stayed up until ten o1 clock. The next morn
ing she just didn't wake up. Dr. Selah, the minister at Galloway Memorial, was as
sisted in the funeral services by Dr. J, R. Countiss, a retired Methodist minister 
and an old friend of Uiss And.arson. He said that her death reminded him of what a 
preacher once said of Enoch. 11 He walked so constantly with God that one day as they 
were walking, they realized that they were nearer God 1 s house than Fnoch 1 s - and God 
took him on home td th Him. 11 

In an editorial in the Jackson newspaper it was said2 11We won 1 t be seeing 
the frail, slender, white-haired figure of Miss Ida Anderson working in her front 
~rard florier garden on North Jtate Street. Mis" Ida has c;;one to a far-off land where 
flowers are always blooming and birds are always singing. In the ante-bellum 

dwelling on North State Street near the corner of Fortification, the three Anderson 
sisters have lived happily together. Jf.d.ss Ida's hobby was the old-fashioned flower 
garden her mother and grandmother so dearly loved. On any fair day, bright morning 
or s;i nny afternoon, she could be seen in the front yard working among flowers that 
filled the air \·rl.th strango and wonderful fragrance, and so brightened the little 
garden plot that passersby often paused to admire and enjoy. 11 

l'riss Anderson \·;as educated in Atlanta, Georgia. At the age of twenty-five 
she 1·:ent to China to be governe.3s for the children of her uncle, Dr. D. L. Anderson, 
the first president of .:ioochow University, In 1902 she was accepted as ~ missionary 
under th.:i \'ioman 1 s Misilionary council. She served for a while in !licTyeire School in 
.Jhanghai, but the greater part of her missionary life was spent in 1.\J.sih, an indus
trial city between Soochow and Nanking. The letters in her file show the constant 
growth of the work in this station from small beginnings to a center thc..t ministered 
to hundreds of children and women. She was espec:i.ally interested in developing 
leadership among the young women and sau to it that one of the choice"'t young women 
in the center, after graduatinr; from Ginling Colle'Se in Nanking, was sent to the 
United States for prepc.ration as a social-evangelistic worker, 

Mis~ Jlnderson worked quietly hu~ v:.ry effectively. HGr nice sense of hmnor 
made her very c;ood company. 

1 hen sh, was about ready to leave China for r<.>tirem&nl; sha Hro·i;e to the Chim 
secre't.ary, 11TruJ.y these are days of rqin-;le d feeling..,. ..:iome times I f,, el Uv1 t 1 have 
stopped thinking--i t 1 s some thin r like coming in and p;oing out i;i th the tide. Very 
precious are th~se last days of forty yea1·s ln China.'' Hiss f;nd2r::on was retired 
J.larch 1931.t and so wa,, privileged to bve with her sisters in Jackson, lii::JissipDi 
for nearly twenty year.:, In 1943 :::he wrote th3 China SGCrJta.:7, "I am sending under 
separate cover five bonds which I have invest.Ad for China, to be cashed whenever 
China needs them, and to b.::: used when the need is greet.::ct," Never once in her long 
life did she forget her beloved Chinese friends. 



Sent to All .bast China Missionaries (Retired) and here in the U.S. 

"\\"O:\L\.:-.i'S DIVISJO:'li OF CHRIS'rIA:"o< SERVICE OF TIU!: 

BOARD OF l\1ISSIO:'llS A~D CIIUH.Cll EXTE:-.i'SIO::"ol 

OF 'l'IIE METIIODIST ClIUI-lCII 

150 l'l FTIJ A Y E:'i U }<; 
:-.> E'W Y 0H1'. 11, :-.>. Y. 

LOUISE ROBINSON 
ExltCTJTIV~ SBCBB'l'ARY 

CBINA 
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1·µril lu, 1953 

:ass lda •.ndcrson <:ied on February 16, 1953 at her hon:e :tn Jackson, 

Ii:ississippi at 85. She i1ad cro:'.r:n lli.'>' arr.- three wcr)kf> before, l. ut the day 

j)rcvious to her dent.h i:,J:e f0lt so wall tl1r..t sLc !:itayed u:) until ten o'clock. 

'.i'hc next !l!ornir:g t.:.e ju...:t. :5..i.dn 1 t ;;.-~.!«~ ~)p. llr. Selrh the minister at' l•llo~rny 

!":it ~0,1ist r.i.inistcr nnd :m olcl frit·nd of ... j ss /.nderson. He s::d -1 tbat ht>r death 

reminder! h:l.11 01' .h'lt - :iY-fH1:::hor oner-. G:i:l.d of Lnoch. "lee WRlkr:d so constAntly 

,,,~ 1 Lr.!j ll" 

'". -·· -. ' t hc:r re:i.lizccl th"t they y;cre nearer 

1·1°.·r front· ',.•,·•.r:1 "·-lo·.·,cr · -~,..~~ c · ~rth ·-+ -+- '·r-~t "" .., ".L - 1,:•:.,,\;4, {J •~'.I U ._.u:....-0:. ._1.. ':!'1;~ 0 

ln ths c,nt'.::l-b--,11.u;L i·,..1-~d.lin: :n~ hi' rth ~ t:itc :.. tre::et nenr tr-"' corn, r <:!~ , 'ortifi-

:::llt'-on. th:; t!,_.,,., •:-'.<lc_r,,ri_!" ::._i::it•.·1·:; ,,._,l/C li"vcrl '~-J·11y to· l"t r ..,. ,,, ... 1.; ~• l .: ... )i • , ~. •• e 

loved. -.·r1 ·1·1 • ""l.0 

i· .... ,.. lr' H 1 .01·:·1i.·i ' ( J - f' , '/. L' ' ) 0 l , ., I, l.o ~ -

r .... ~ 1 " 1')"''"• ·f'te-"l"'Y"""'IQD '}< ~01•]' L, l .. ,\ 6 '«/ ... . .... - ... ..., ' \,• . .. ..... l. l '\ .. 

+' ~ '°'1..,.: l{"(,.,t.:'i' r-.f , n;r ;11..,nl<> 
...,. •• • ..... ~. • J • ''-' '' ...... ""' 

•r1ae.""'On, ~-·l~' ·"'~r" f ., ..... ":Ir.::! ""'n·1i-- rtT' ~ ...... ·r ~\ ·n..! ·r..,,r-.: + -r 1. - ... - .. ..i.. o.Jv ~.J,.. ..... ~"l--.l-..;- v -.. .. """.\~1..,.J• '-'I.¥• ··-l.>·8 

in :~ci'yeirei ::,chool in ~1.11nt.f.:>i, rut. the 1:re11tt-r .•<>l"t oi' :-.er ci.s:oionnry lifo ,,;:;s 

s,.ient in .. usih ~ nn indu::.t.rial city between .Soocho.,, an ..... :<1n~ini,t. The letters in 



lda nidert;on (:. ·ril lv, 19$3) 

-2-

her file snow tf.e constant gi•o1;th of the r.orl~ in this st.ation fron :;ir.all 

be-'inn:in•·s to a cl'nter thnt wJ.r:ider?l<.l lo hundrud:i oi' ct.ili ron and wonEm· bhe 
<'...> l:J. ... 

was especially interested in developin~ l<:>ad;. rship Rnonr: the y::mn[ won'on 11nd 

saw to it that on0 of Uw choicel:lt yoi.:nr wo1:-£n in the center, aJt,er gradu::rLj.ng 

fror.i Ginlinr CollC:lf;Ei in .~;inkin1°' was S<:nt to t.he unit.ad :,,t,Rte:=. for ;)!'c;rnra-

::Jss ~n·.l<.rson "mrkecl :i.uietl;,r lrnt VP.ry ei'fectiv-.ily. .ier nice sense of 

humor me de !dr VLlry • oo.:i compllny, 
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IDA AND.:RSON 

Misa Ida Anderson died on February 16, 1953 at her home in Jackson, Mississ
ippi at eighty-five. She had broken her arm three weeks before, but the day previous 
to her death she felt so well that she stayed up until ten o'clock. The n.:::;;..-:t morn
ing she just didn't wake up. Dr. Selah, the minister at Galloway Memorial, was as
sisted in the funeral services by Dr. J. R. Countiss, a retired rilethodist minister 
and an old friend of Hiss Anderson, He said that her death reminded him of what a 
preacher once said of Enoch. 11 He walked so constantly with God that one day as they 
were walking, they realized that they were nearer God's house than Enoch 1 s - and God 
took him on home with Him. 11 

In an editorial in the Jackson newspaper it was said2 1'We won 1 t be seeing 
the frail, slender, white-haired figure of Miss Ida Anderson working in her front 
yard florrer garden on North ;tate Street. Mis"' Ida has ~one to a far-off land where 
flowers are always blooming and birds are always singing. In the ante-bellum 

-
dwelling on North State Street near the corner of Fortification, the three Anderson 
sisters have lived happily together. Miss Ida 1 s hobby was the old-fashioned flower 
garden her mother and grandmother so dearly loved, On any fair day, bright morning 
or a:i nny afternoon, she could be seen in the front yard working among flowers that 
filled the air with strange and wonderful fragrance, and so brightened the little 
garden plot that passersby often paused to admire and enjoy •11 

Miss Anderson was educated in Atlanta, Georgia. At the age of ti·renty-five 
she wunt to China to be goveme.::;s for the children of her uncle, Dr. D. L. Anderson, 
the first president of ;:ioochow University. In 1902 she was accepted as c. missionary 
under th0 Uoman' s Missionary council. She served for a while in HcTyeire School in 
.:.hanghai, but the greater part of her missionary life was spent in '.usih, an indus
trial city between Soochow and ifanking. The letters in her file show the constant 
growth of ths work in this station from small beginnings to a center thc.t ministered 
to hundreds of children and women. She uas especially interested in developing 
leadership among the young women and sau to it th;"t one of the choice.?t young women 
in the cent.:lr, after r;raduatinrs from Ginling Colle:;e in Nanking, was sent to the 
United States for prepc,r'a ti on as a soci al-evangelistic worker. 

Hiss Pnderson worked quietly hut. vr::ry effec t,i vely, Her nice sense of humor 
made her very '!Ood company. 

'hen sh .. uas about ready to leave China for retirement sh,-: Hrote to the Chin< 
secretary, "Truly these are days of :'lin-;led feeling:>. .:iometimes J f .. el th<· t I have 
stopped thinld.ng--i t 1 s some thin; like coming in anrl :,oi.ne out 1•i th the ti.de. Vr-Jry 
pr·ecious are t.lLse la;;t d2y s or f 0rty y~~a;·s in China, 11 i-iiss And.:;rson uas re tj red 
Harch 1934 and so wa:, pri vileg;;d te> live with her sisters :in Jackson, i·ii SJi ssipDi 
for nearly ti·1enty year~. In 19L3 e:he wrote th.:i Cr.ina secr.:;t.a:"y, "I am s€:nding under 
sepc.rat~ cover fiv.;: bon:ls which I have invest,~d for China, to he cashed whenever 
China needs th~::i, and t.o b:: use :l when tht; ne;;d i.:; gre<:.te:<. t. 11 }!ever once in her long 
life did she forget he:r beloved Chinese friends, 
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