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Bishop Paul Kern,
Of Nashville |

NASHVILLE, Tenn., Dec. 16
{#.—Former Bishop Paul Kern,
seveniy-one, widely known
Methodist Church leader, died
in a Nashville hospital today.
He retired =2s Bishop of the
Nashville area in June, 1952,
and was succeeded by Bishop
Roy Short.

Bishop Xern was 8 native of
Alexandria, Va., and received
varlous degrees from Vanderbilt
University, Randolph - Macon,
Emory University, Ohio Wesley-
an, Duke University and Victoria
University.

He was licensed in 1902 and
became an ordained elder of the
Methodist Church in 1907, He
taught at Vanderbilt, was pas-
tor of Blakemore Church here,
served pastorates at Bell Buckle
and Murfreesboro, Tenn., and
was a professor on the staff of
Southern Methodist University
from 1920 to 1926. He was pastol
of Travis Park Methodisl
Church, San Antonio, Tex., be-
fore being elected Bishop ir
1930.

He was author of a number of

"[books on church work.

Swrviving are his wife, a son

|
|iDr. John Campbell Kern of

Burnett, Tex., and two daugh-
ters, Mrs. Frank W, Buckne:
and Mrs. Julian M. Aldridge.
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rale, Town Hall, 8:30 p. m.; Co-
lumbia, University Band, McMil-
lin Theater, Broadway and 116th
5t., 8:30 p. m. (free); N. Y. U.
School of Educaiion Chorus,
School of Education Auditorium,
West Fourth and Greene Sts,
8:15 p. m,

Also Brooklyn Conservalory
of Music, excerpis from “Mes-
siah,” 58 Seventh Ave., Brook-
lyn, 8:30 p. m. (freedy; Christ-
mas concert, Music School Set-|
tiement, 55 E. Third St., 8:30
p. m.; Student conceri, School
of Music Education, 57 W. 94th
St., 4 p. m. (n;eez:],-'..i,,,;' :
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Bishofy Pawl Kern

Ddies in Nashville

# Bisuor PavL BiNiLey Kerx or 11E
Southeastern Jurisdiction died on Dec.
16 at Nashville, Tenn. He had retired
in 1952. His age was seventy-onc.

Bishop Kemn was ordained in the
Methodist Episcopal Church, South,
in 1902. e taught at Vanderbilt Um-
versity 1905-07 and at Southern Mcth-
odist University 1915-26 and was dean
of the Perkins School of ‘Theology at
the latter institution 1920-26, Ile
served as pastor of churches in Tennes-
sce and of Travis Park Church, San
Antonio, Texas.

IElected bishop in 1930, his assign-
moents  included  the Orient, 1930;
North and Sonth Carolina, 1954 and
the Tennessee and Holston Confer-
ences. 1938-52. Bishop Kemn was presi-
dent of the Council of Bishops and a
delegate to the World Council of
Churches in 1948, Ie dclivered the
episcopal address at the 1952 General
Conference.

Bishop Kem founded the Summer
Confeience for Christian Workers in

ILBRUAYRY 1954

Avoca in 1912, He had served on near-
lv,all the general boards and agencics
of The Nlethodist Church. Bishop
Kemn, who held degrees from ten col-
leges and universities. had served as
lecturer at several universities and was
the author of a number of books.

He is survived by his widow, the
former Lucy Goodall Campbcll, whom
he married in 1907, a son, two
daughters, a brother, and a sister.
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NEWS ABOUT PEOPLE

Church Loses Bishop Paul B. Kern

The great, but tired, heart of Bishop
Paul B. Kern has given out.

The retired bishop died Dec. 16 in
Nashville, Tenn., after an acute illness
of a few hours. He had been in poor
health with a heart ailment most of
the time since his retirement in 1952.
He was 71,

It was characteristic of Bishop Kern
that his valediction looked to the fu-
ture—not the past. It was delivered
at his last public appearance on Sept.
24 when he welcomed the Council on
World Service and Finance to his
“Episcopal Area” of Lake Junaluska,
where he lived summers.

“I believe, honestly,” he said, “that
more has happenced in Methodism of
significande since the close of the
General Conference [1952] than in
any one similar period in our history.
. . . The soil has been prepared for
a new emphasis upon the values, not
alone of the individual gospel, but of
the social gospel. . . . This is a great
day for the cause of Christ and the
greatest challenge that Methodism
ever had!”

Born in Alexandria, Va.,, Junec 16,
1882, the f{uture hishop grew up on
the campus of Randolph-Macon col-
lege, Ashland, where his father, Rev.
John A. Kern, was president.

He attended Vanderbilt university,
then the educational center of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, South.
In 1905, at 23. he became an instructor
at Vanderbilt. He had been ordained
in 1902, and alter two ycars of teach-
ing, he went info the pastorate.

But if was not long until the class-
room called again—this time at South-
ern Methodist university, where he
hecame a professor in the theologieal
school in 1913, Five years later he
hecame dean. serving until 1926,

From SMU he went back mto the
pastorate. at Travis Park church. San
Antomo., Tex. The Methodist Epis-
copal Church, South. made him a
bishop in 1930 and sent him 1o the
Orient.

Back in the States, he served in
North and South Carolina and then.
1938-32. in the Nashville Aica.

As a bishop he continued his inter-
esl in Christian education. His serv-
ice on the Board of Education was so
valued that the board’s new building
in Nashville contains a Kern room.
He was a trustee of Searritt college for
23 years. and board chairman 1938-
1952, This interest was so close to his
heart that the family requested friends
to contribute to the Scarritt scholar-

DECEMBER 31, 1953

I

Bishop Kern and 1952 Episcopal Address

ship fund instead of sending flowers.

Commanding universal respect,
Bishop Kern was an important per-
sonal factor in welding together the
reunited Methodist Church after 1939.
He was president of the Council of
Bishops, 1947-48 and in 1948 was a
delegate to the World Council of
Churches assembly in Amsterdam.

Perhaps the high point of Bishop
Kern's carecr was his presentation of
the Episcopal Address to the 1952
General Conference. There his rec-
oncling influence was felt in the fac-
ing of such explosive issues as church
reorganization and social action.

Meek in appearance, Bishop Kern
was not ashamed of his small stature;
rather. he was proud that his physical
dimensions were the same as those of
John Wesley,

Tibute has come from near and far,
but none is more apt than that of
Bishop William C. Martin. president
of the Councitl of Bishops (and of the
National Council of Churches). He
expressed o the bereaved family “a
real joy that you were privileged 1o
live with so great a soul”

Funetal services were held Dee, 18
at West End church. Nashville, They
were led by Bishop Costen J. Hanrell,
Bishop Roy H. Shoit and the pastor.
Rev. James W. Henley.

Surviving are Mrs. Kein: a son. Dr.,
John Campbcell Kern, Buwinet. Tex.:
and two daughters. Mrs. Frank W.
Buckner. Asheville, N. C.. Mrs. Julian
M. Aldridge. Rocky Mount. N. C.

A second Mecthodist has been named
Mr. Pennsylvania. He is Floyd Chal-
fant, publisher of the Waynesboro
Record Hevald and official board

member of the Wayneshoro church.

The 1953 Mr. Pennsylvania is a
certified lay speaker, member of the
Wesley foundation development com-
mittee and a reserve Harrishurg dis-
trict steward.

Orchestra Leader Fred Waring was
Mr. Pennsylvania of 1952,

RECENT DEATHS

V. R. Bell, retired Nebraska Conference
pastor and father of Joc Bell, member of
the Board of Edueation’s youth depart-
ment, in Grand Island, Neb., Nov. 26.

S. Lee Whiteman Sr., 75, a Methodist
minister for 351 years and father of
two Ohio ministers, in Painesville, O,
Dec. 11.

Frank J. Batterson, missionary to South
America (1902-1922); member of the De-
fiance (O.) college faculty (1922-31);
member of West Ohio and Ohio Confer-
ences (1925-43); on the Blufiton (O.) col-
lege and Ohio Northern university (Ada,
0.) faculties after 1943; in Bluffton,
Dec. 3.

Wilbur F. Tomlinson, 83, retired mem-
ber of West Wisconsin Conference serving
the Congregational church in Fulton, in
Edgerton, Dec. 15

Mys. Edward J. Fuller, 69, rcligious
work director for the YWCA in Kansas
City, Mo., Denver, Colo, and Battle
Creek, Mich.; member for 30 years in
First church, Seattle, Wash., in Secattle.
Dec. 9.

Kathic Boyd, 4, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Jack Boyd of Jamestown, Pa., on
Dee. 11, two days after falling into a
stairwell in the Jamestown church which
Mr. Boyd serves.

s 1o andis San-Tele 1A

Herschel H. Hedgpeth, pastor. takes a 20-
pound fruit cake out of the oven at St.
Paul's church. San Bernardino. Calif. This
batch was part of 215 pounds e haked this
year. some of which was sent to Turkey.
Denmark. England, Hawaii, Japan  and
Korea. The remainder was served dur-
ing the Hedgpeth family’s traditional
Christmas week-end open house for the
members and friends of St. Paul's church

(1603 19
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by MELEN POST

HE majm ity of Korea's 90.000 orphans are now in institu-

tions. Through privalc and goveinmental agencies. the
churches in Korea and abroad. and the Army and Army
personnel. their mmimum. immediate needs—shelter. a ration
of reo. clothing and a blanket—are being met.  In some
cases supplementaiy sowrees are providing vitamins, milk.
a broader diet. additional clothes and books and toys.

In all this. Mecthodism has played an impoitant part. But
attention is swinging to the question: What of the futuwre of
these children?

First. of course. the mmediate. matemal needs must con-
tinue to be met and augmented. But even when the minimum
provistons are made available. good management must he
oxercised in theit distmbution and use At present many of
the orphanages are being staffed by people with no previous
expertence in children’s work.  Means ol sell suport must
be found for these orphanages.

IN Korea today more than 100,000 war widows must find
ways of supporting thewr famibes. The war widow project
in Seoul 1 one example of what can be done. Mais, Wilham
E. Shaw. who was responsible for starting 1. pointed out
the need. “We eould start one hundred of these 3l we only
had the personnel and {unds te get them gome h

Individual cases of need are at every twrn Twenty -five
per cent ol the population ol Scoul 1s on reliel, Bold steps
must be taken 1o overcame this prablem

THE challenze 1o Methodism today ts 1o provide personned
which ean help the Koreans help themselves o solve these
problems through Chrstan principles  “We are so few, and
there is so much 1o do” said Rev. Willham E. Shaw  “We
need personnel desperately to help plan and carry out the
plans for the use of the money we receive. We need an expent
accountani. we need a mission secretiny, we need o1phanage
workers. teachers and soeal workers and doctors,  We also
need people who will come out for hfe-time service. who
will learn the lunguage and go out 1o preach.”

CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE
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Concern salutes

A friend of youth

The report of the passing of Bishop
Paul B. Kern has just come and it
brings a sense of genuine loss to this
writer. Bishop Kern will long be re-
membered for his niore than a scorve of
vears as a distinguished member of
the Council of Bishops of our church.
Others will pay itribute to the many
rich contributions he has made to the
general life of our church and the
world of Christendom. I want to call
attention of today’s generation of
Methodist youth the debt of gratitude
they owe to this longtime leader of
vouth in the church.

In a sense, Bishop Kern is a parent
of the Methodist Youth Felowship. It
was his leadership in the Commission
on Edueation in the southern branch
of Methodism that brought aboutl the
reorganization of the educational strue-
ture of that church in 1930. Quti of
that reorganization came the type of
yvouth organization which was adopted
by the General Conference of 1940,
following the unification of the three
branches of Methodism in 193¢, Bishop
Kern'’s youthful spirit, his genius for
organization, and his genuine interest
in Methodist vouth find their reflection
in many phases of our current youth
program.

I first met Bishop Kern at the Unit-
ing Conference. Bul it was not until 1
was cleeted dirvector of the Youth De-
partment in Deeember, 1044, that [
came to Lknow him well and to gain
the decp personal affection for him
that has characterized our friendship
since then. It was Bishop Kern who
insizted that the new dircctor of youih
work in 1944 chould be under 30 years
of age. (That was about my sole
qualifieation, as I recalll) In my dfirst
day in the office at 810 DBroadway,
Bishop Kern came across the hall from
his office into mine and welcomed me
10 my new work. He was chairman of
our division in the Board of Educea-
tion at the time. Kaid he, “This is your
job. 1 don’t propese to tell vou how
 do it. but always remember the door
across the hall is open, and I'll be glad
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to help in any way I can”” Well, it's
no secret that 1 availed myself of
this offer many times during the
vears I was there. And always there
was this friendly interest in youth, this
insatiable desire that Methodist youth
should be constantly challenged with
Christ and His way.

Came the Cleveland Conference in
1947 which many of the older readers of
weome {hese words attend-
ed with 11,000 other
Methodist youth and
leaders. Bishop Kern
was an aclive mem-
ber of the directing
4 committee, and few
will ever forget the
| inspiring commun-
M ion service he con-
ducted for the entire
conference on New
Year's Eve. On sev-
eral occasions he
spoke of that being one of the truly
high moments of his miaistry.

The influence of Bishop Paul Kern
will long be felt among Methodist
vouth. He led in setting up the first
Methodist Youth Caravans. He was
instrumental in  bequeathing to the
current generation of vouth their MYF
organization. But, most of all, to
those who knew him, heard him speak,
and read his books. the rich deposit of
his ministry in our lives will provide
dividends of faith for years to come.
I*or he put “Christ Above AlIL”

—1nYy HouwER RUPERT

Bishop Kern

Bishop Paul B. Kern, an ceminent
Jeader of The Methodist Church for
nearly half a century. died Decem-
ber 16 in Nashville at the age of
71. He had been in ill health since
his retirement in June, 19532. This
tribute to a great leader comes from
Hoover Rupert, now pastor of First
Church, Jackson, Mich.,, for {five
vears director of the Youth Depart-
ment of the General Board of Educa-
tion.




Churches plan .

attendance drive | " ",

\ore than 17,000 Methodighchurches
across the countiry are takingapart in
a special church attendance caiypaign
now through Easter. The Lenten pro-
ject is sponsored nationally by the Gen-
eral Board of Evangelism. .

By the end of last month churcheg
of 285 districts in 64 annual confer-
ences had organized their campaigns. ’

In the South Central jurisdiction’*

6,682 churches in ten states are con-
duecting a joint crusade. The Richmond
episcopal area has planned an intensive
campaign with 1,961 churches of Vir-
ginia and eastern North Carolina par-
ticipating. District crusades are organ-
jzed in 13 other annual conferences:
Central Pennsvlvania, Erie, Florida,
Holston, 1daho, Iowa-Des Moines, 1lli-
nois, Northwest Indiana, North Dakota,
Ovegon, Pacific Northwest, West Wis-
consin and Wyoming State.

“Give God a Chance Now!"” is the
campaign slogan. Pastors and laymen
will visit the homes of inactive church
members and call upon families who
belong to no church in a special effort
te inereas¢ altendance at church
schools and worship services.

Trick-or-treat

supports UNICEF

Last Hallowe’en many yvoung prank-
sters changed their usual tactics and
did something constructive. They took
the old trick-or-treat game, and instead
of seeking cats for themselves, colleet-
ed small coins to help the world’s
underprivileged children  through the
United Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICER).

Preliminary reporis indicate that
over a million homes learned about
UNICEF as a result of the couniry-
wide Hallowe'en campaign. By the first
of this month. over 12010 groups in al-
most as many conmmunities in 47 states
had reported to the U. S, Committiee
fer UNICEF,

With approximately 1000 centers still
to be heard from, the total collection
through December amounted lo $87.000.
With this sum. UNICEF can buy
enough powdered milk to give almost

800,000 children a cup of milk a day
for a week, or enough DDT to safe-
guard over 1,100,000 children against
‘malaria, or enocugh vaceine to immun-
jze about 2,000,000 against tuberculosis.

_Because want is the rule rather than
the exception, UNICEF is helping to
fight malnutrition and discase among
the children of 75 countries of Asia,
the Middle East, Africa and Latin
America. Encouraging self-help,
UNICEYF furnishes supplies, while as-
sisted countries match UNICEF funds
with an-equal amount on other ex-
~pensesr’ ¢
L‘:—':Many comfpunity leaders praised the
Hallowe'en éampaign for its educa-
tional! value among U. S, children, as
well as for its value in terms of better
health among the under-privileged
children of the world.

Yes, Hallowe'ens are different this
dayv and time.

Poll answers

! .
go-it-aloners’

A recent national publie opinion poll
on the United Nations has been hailed
by a church leader and expert on in-
ternational affairs as “the answer” to
the “go-it-aloners.”

Dr. Walter W. Van Kirk of the Na-
tional Council of Churches maintains
that the percentage favoring the U. N.
would be still higher in a poll taken
among the people of churches, but the
fact is that a cross seclion of American
people were 73 per cent in support of
the U. N,

Some 35 per cent of those polled by
Elmo Roper want a stronger U, N
21 per cent are satisfied with the pres-
ent international machinery. 11 per
cont believe the U. 8. should work
to transferm the U, N. into a federa-
tion of states with the goal of world
covernment, aml 6 per cent believe
that the U. N. should be supplemented
by partneship arrangements in which
friendly states form democratic unions.

“In spite of the sound and fury of
the opposition. the overwhelming ma-
jority of the American people remain
steadfast in their lovalty to the United
Nations,” Dr. Van Kirk observes. He
heads the National Council of Church-
es' Department of International Justice
and Goodwill.
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Photographs from this
file have not been
included but are
available upon request.
For more information
please contact
research@gcah.org
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