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LAMBUTH, BISHOP WALTER R.




Bishop Walter R. Lambuth

Like his parents, Bishop Walter R. Lambuth, onc of
the first missionaries of the Southern Methodist Church
to enter Japan, came by way of China. Unlike them,
his course led on to South America, Africa, and a place
of leadership in Methodist missions, carried on with the
same zeal whether as medical or evangelistic missionary,
Secretary of the Board of Missions or Bishop.

The written language, some forms of poetry and art,
and Buddhism, all entered Japan from China: it is fit-
tinge that some of our missionarics also fellow this typical
stream of cultural influence in the Far Fast. Born to
missionaries m China, Walter R. Lambuth early learned
the ways of the Lord, going with his father to preach-
ing places as a boy. The impression was so deep that
he returned to China as a missionary himself as soon
as he finished his medical and seminary traming. Throw.
ing himsell into such activities as helping to establish
medical work in Soochow and Peking, a university in
Spochow, and chureh and Y work wherever he went,
he could sull feel the growing need of setting up work
n Japan,

The Macedunian call brought him 10 Kobe in 1886.
a few month after his parents. Though he did some
medical work. such as traming a S0yvear old Count,
thus helping smouth the wuy for evangelistic work in
the area, his primary work was evangelistic,

Serving as mission superintendent he went from mis.
sion station to mission station until he came to Oita in
southern Japan. where the famous Qita Revival occurred.
In this area where Christian work was extremely diffi-
cult because of the hostile spirit of the townspeople,
causing voung Christians to he vinually ostracized, the
new chureh was approaching a erisie. With another

missionary and two Japanese leaders, Lambuth went
apart to pray. They prayed so fervenily that they re
ceived a distinet vision of Christ and a liberating sense
of God's joy. The Spirit poured out on the meeting of
the evening like another Pentecost, resuling in many
conversions and dispelling the church's despair.

When Dr. Lambuth [irst saw the ornginal site of
Fwanser Gakuin it was far out in the fields overlooking
Osaka Bay. Between it and the sea were only a few
scattered houses of farmers who tifled the rice fields,
But he had the vision to see that here could be estal-
Lshed a schoo! for training young Christinns. both as
ministers and as lay leaders. Even with no money to
purchase the land, his conviction was so great that the
Hongkong and Shanghai Bank lent hin the money
without requring collateral,  As the first president in
18389, he opened the school which this vear celebrates
with over 10,000 students. Recognized as one of the
great private schools in Japan, Kwansei Gakum trains
students from junior high school on to the doclorate.
in fields as varied as thealogy, arts. economics. and now
looks forward to opening a college of science. No
longer under the Southern Methodist Board bt
under the United Church of Christ in Japan. Kwansel
Gakuin «ili1s under the leadership of devoted Christians.

In his statemanlike service as Secretary 10 the Board
of Mlissions. Bishop Lambuth travelled from Siberia
through Manchuria. China, Korea and Japan. then down
10 Mexico and South America, and across the Atlantic
mio the Belgian Congo. A friend wrote of him. “1
never knew a man who had such viions of faraway
{ields of need. ™




Died

. David Lambuth, 69, son of the late Bisho
Walter R. Lambuth and professor of English
st Dartmouth college, on Aug. 21 at Han-
over, N. H. He continued his father's well-
known missionary intcrests as editor of the
Missionary Review and assistant editor of
Fur East Magazine. .
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Wishop Walter Rusaell Lambuth

Nop. 10, 1854—Sept. 25, 1321
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b BISHOP WALTER RUSSELL LAMBUTH
- (A paper Ly W. Il Towson read at the Memorial Service of the
yr Japan Mission of the M. 1. Church Soutb, Aug. 27, 192
; By every definition of the term Bishop Lambuth is worthy
L. to be called i ** modern apostle.” e touched the hves of more
. men of different races and tongues than anyone of his day and
- he will go down into lustory as oune of the great apostolic
characters of this age. When the cleventh chapter of llebrews
! shall have been completed it should contain in its list of heroes
. Walter Russell Lambuth.  Bishop Coke was justly called ™ the
- foreign mmister of Methodism ;™" but the subject of this skeich
, has a stronger claim to 1he title, siee he was jnurncyiugs. in
L perils of water, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the wilder-

ness more often than he. It would scan that God * ordained
him to be a prophet unto the nations.” His Jeet trod the soil
of each of the continents save Australia, and in his more than
: forty years of service, e, probably, traveled a million miles in
. {he work of his Lord. The honor of a Fellowship in the Royal
Geographical Society of London was a deserved recognition of
his extensive and incessant travels.

Bishop Lambuth was o providential man in his birth, train-

” ing and preparation, as well as in the unusual heritage of a
- ) long missionary aneestry. The record of his life strikingly
h suggests that his commisston was of a high and unusual
o chinacter. A man of God and a man of vision, he had no other o
H— oy thouglht than the extension of the Kingdom of his Lord. e
e seems to have been raised up to lead out his own and other
e : branches of the Church into grealer Nelds of missionary endea- ’ -
. v- vor. 1e had characteristics that set him apart as a chosen -
leader of the militaut hosis of God and in his passing, the chureh e
- ke Cand the world lost a zreat friend. The records of the entire
E“ Chureh will ever he emtiched by the Stary ol hisTabars, {for his

pre-eminent asnd outstanding serviees were the colmon praperty
of all Protestant Christianity,  His thrilling Alrican journey
with the American negro, J. W. Gilbert, through the wilds of e
£ cannibal iribes, blazing a pathway of a thousand miles on 1oot, -

: to open mission among the Pateteln, folloned by a Iater S5 8
el S AN b journey of seven hundeed miles, is a record that merits a place
Bishop Walier 11, Lambuth. s in the pioneer history of the Church.  Bishop Lambuth belong-
P ed not the south alone, though Southern Methodism claimed
. him, and he was her loval son, hut o the north as well; not Lo
China and the orieat only  Iut Lo Africa and South America -
b alzo. for each of these lands hiad been the objeet of this devoted
service, his love, his pravers and his sacrifices. iz ardor for .
i couls knew no limit of race, color or ceography.  The world
{ was his parish. The most diflicult undertakings scemed Lo at-
i
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tract and fascinate him and he braved the heat of the tropics
and the frozen plains of China and Siberia with equal in-
difference.

As \issionary Secretary he was a providential man.
Bishop Atkins wrote of him, “1 dare say he was unsurpassed
by any of the great men whom Protestant Christinnity has
called to that place of Church statesmanship.”  Eatering the
office 1n the day of small ihings, when the Board was heavily
burdened with debt, le showed himself broad of vision, practical
and constructive, ** llis idealism for the kingdom and his far-
reaching plans ™ are to-day bearing lruit in the greatl advances
our Zion has made in the last twenty-five years. While Superin-
tendeni of the Japan Mission—which he with inspired vision
located around the Inland Sca—he recognized the great need of
arousing the Church in the homeJand and all our periodicals
were filled with burning appeals from a pen dipped in his own
heart’s blood. Some of us who are here as a result of these
appeals will never forget how their words, and those of his wife,
when she asked the startling question of an indifferent Church,
“Are vou all dead ; is that the reason you do not come to our
help ?” burnt their way into our souls and stirred us up to
action. This emphasis in the use of the church press recaived
lis most earnest thought during his secretaryship. He insisted
on each missionary doing his part towards keeping thie home-
fires burning by constant use of the church papers, setting the
example himself by incessant writing and by founding and edit-
ing the * World for Christ” and the " Review of Missions,”
A mere list of the products of his pen—translations, articles,
papers, communications and books of splendid value—would fil
several eolunms.  1is activity in this direction showed that he
helieved that the leaves that are for the healing of the nations
are the printed leaves that issue from the press.

Dr. Lambuth's work, both as Secretary and Bishop, was of
 a singularly hizh and construetive ™" character. While ever led
on by visions of need and opportunity, lie was never visionary.
What he did was never transient, or temporary, for he built for
eternity, 1le constantly sought to work out the multitude of
thines Jie hegan and the resuhis of his efforts were as great as
his cournze and his yvision. Ia the sarpricing list of his con-
atructive work. either in establishing or in uphuilding, are ilie
Bullinaton Institute, Soochow University. Soochow Hospital,
opening of the Tapan, African and Siberian Missions, foumding
K wansed Gakain, the Hiroshima Girls’ School. Palmore Institute
and the Monterev lospital: the re-opening of the Cuban
Alission, founding the Methodist Training Sehool, Naslville, and
the Methodist Taepital and the ¥. ML C. A, at Peking. He had
a lavue part in the union of Methodism in Japan, in drafting a
Basis for Wark on the Gull Coast of the United States, in
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organizing the New Orleans Conference and was the chief instru-
ment in starting the Galloway Hospital, Nashville. Il the
Church at home and abroad were canvassed it would be a
revelation to find how far his consecrated wisdom had entered
into the establishment and the furnishing of our plants and
plans.

Space will not suffice to recount Bishap Lambuth’s recent
labors as chairman of the War Work Commission. in Belgium
and France, or his work for the Chinese Famme Sufferers, after
a visit in eart and on mule back to the famine district, where he
saw things for himsell and was able, acting under appointment
from President Wilson, to give forth a story wltich resulted in
the rasing of a larger sum than was eathered by any other
individual for the cause.  Wiile possessed of & passion for what
has been called ** missions ™ he was not onesided, for he hearuly
accepted the dictum that education, literature, ~acial service and
medical work were all efhicient hand-maids of rehigion and he
was ever found to have a deep and practical interest in all lines
of church endeavor. 1lis apostolic ministry was like unto his

Lord’s, in that it went out towards the mmds and the souls of

men. Iis Christ-like sympathies, in their worldwide sweep,
took in all classes and conditions, and he felt he was equally
serving his Lord whether answering the call of a caunibal hox
to see his sick mother. in the heart of Africa, or presiding over a
General Conference ; whether teaching Enghsh to a Japanese
vouth, who afterwards heeame the bishop of the Japan Metho
dist Chureh, or making appointments at an annual conference.
One wha knew him well has said, ** his life of sevviee was -
excelled by any of this aee” and another wrote, ™ He is the
man who has been enabled thus far to give the most distinguish-
ed service of any of God’s servanis who are now hvine.” XNo
schiool, or hospital in any ol our missions hears his name i
that is not neeessary to perpetuate his memory, for it has heen
hurnt into the very life and strneture of the Chuarch. We hope,
hawever, that saon a permanent memotial, on the nission held,
perhaps 2 hospital, typicat of the man and his wark, wall e
ecinhlished a1 Viadivesiok where the need 15 <o tenible and
wlneh hie hineell wis honing 1o ~ce openad,

At the honr of the Bishop's faneral, at Shangehai the ¢liareh
hells threanchont Sonthern \Methodi-m, in the Unnted Siates,
were tolled nnd Surdav, Novemler 1210 was oleerved In hun-
dreds of our churches in his memory  Encneh material alont
Tim was <ent to Nr. Ivevr ** to fill ceveral icsnes of the Cluistian
Advoeate.” Resolutions were adopted in places ac widely
separated as New York Cilv. Phitadedphin a1 d the heart of
Africa. also by the Bi~hops of the Methodist Dpiccopal Chureh
and hy national Clhurch organizations in w hich Jie held official
position. Of his services in the Iatter. the Contment smd:
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“ Bishop Lambuth’s unexpected death affects the whole fellow-
ship of evangelical churches; all will be poorer for losing his
powerful and progressive leadership from these organizations.”
In a praver meeting of an inter-denominational committee, in
New York City, one of the leaders used these words: " We are
inex pressively shocked by the going away of our great friend
and brotlier and are sull groping and camnot quite find our
way, for the chasm made by his going is so vist.”

A just appreciation of a great character. by one who
esteemed him as a brother, is a most difficult undertaking.  One
is liable to be fulsome or extravagant, therefore let others speak
his worth:  One who knew him intimately wrote, ** e was the
most Christ-like man I ever knew, a striking example of Christ
incarmate.”  Another said of him: I have never known any-
one who would hear closer inspeetion, or who showed such
continual surprises of greatness.”” The facunlty of lis Alma
Miater adopted this statement: ** An adequate expression of
the many merits of this mau is almost bevond human compre-
hension.” In an appreciation of his colleague, Bishop Atkins
wrote: ** Bishop Lambuth was a genuine apostle of his Lord,
deserving Lo be classed with first founders of the Church., . . .
The best of all was the unfailing goodness of the man, Lam-
buth. e was good to the core.  He lived constantly as in the
eve of his T.ord. lle was master of the single exe. lle could
truly say of lis ministry, ** This one thing 1 do.” Ilis whole
life was in ihe best sense an immolation, 1ie kept himself ever
on the aliar of sucrifice and service. To him may be rightly
applied 8t. Luke’s monumential sentence concerning Barnabas:
“For he was a good man and full of the Holy Ghost and of
faith.”  Dr. Rawlings wrote thus: * Bishop Lambuth was the
simplest hearted ereat man I ever kaew, The lowliest could
approach him and feel at home in his fiiendly presence.”” It was
this approachableness that won the doughboys in France. A
War Worker wrote:  * lle was ahsolutely the most companion-
ahle mon I ever met,  1le was the inearnation of comradeship.
ITe was the greatest expert m fellowship 1 have cever seen.’
One of the soldier hovs summed it np thus = He mmst le a
great man ~ure enongl 1o he a coldier witlt us like he 3« T tell
Late nne night, after a hard day’s rip.
the Dishon and a War-Worker
mess kits having frozen to the

vou he iv a prince.”
vetting in toa late for supper,
were eating some cold sonn their
cart on which they were ~itting.  The War-Waorker wrate of the
meal. T mever aile a poorer supper, but never enjoved finer
comrade<hin.”  The children in the homes were the objects of
hi< special attention and <o charming was he that thev ™ ne~tled
in his Dosom : " while to the servants, the hack drivers, Pull-
man porters and Chinese laundryman he alwavs gave a word
in season. *Tam learning more and more,” said he, ™ in the
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extension and establishment of the Kingdom of God to lay
emphasis upon the work with cluldren ”  While in the hospital,
at Yokohame, he reveiled his purpose to write a hook on " The
Famiy,” after his proposed retivement at the next General
Conlerence,

One of most mpressive points of this great man’s character
was lus thoughtful interest in others. A stniking allustration of
this was his numerous personal letters The sick, those in
wrouble, or in joy and the alment were always certain to hear
from him and this in the midst of an unusually heavy corres-
pondence.  Two unights Lefore he left for the hospital, he used
two typists.  One of the letters witten was 1o the wile of a
member of the Mission telling lier how much he regretted her
abenee from the annual meeting.  While in the hospital, during
eight daxs of the severest suflering, preceding his operation,
over siaty letters were written for him, several of a friendly
character to those sick and in trouble.  The evening before his
pperation, he wrote a personal note. with lis own hand, to a
sick member of the Mission.  Dr. Pinson in s " Appreciation ™
of the Bishop, in the January Quarterly Review, mentions at ihe
forefront of his “ ontstanding characteristics '™ a ' genuine Jove
for men.” A love that amounted to a * passion” and that
o earried him aeross race lines and furnished a compelling mo-
tive to his activities.” [t was this * genuine love for men”
that sousht not its own case, that swas 1the motive power that
drove the chariot wheels of Ins loving serviee.

When a1 great hmer starts on her accan journey a sirange
phenomenon s trequently witnessed,  While her own engines
are still she heems to move and her prow is soon pointed ocean-
wards.  The evplanation is readilv apparent. At her side 1s a1
compirativeh !l tue which has pnshed her around and has
started the <hip on her lony journey to far-away lands. One
has waidl, referrine to Bishop Lambuth * While we erown the
hero, we must nat forget the heroine, the nable wile, frail of
body, hit indomuable of spiit ™ \When the Dishop hesttated
about leavine s invahd wile for his thitd episcapal trip o
(he arient. it was she wha <aid  “Go this one time more
ard oe if von camot hetp those pecple ™ The daughier of an
ex-micsionnry. ~he well knew what the life of o nusaenary
meant which «ke delilerately consented 10 <hare, over fortv-lve
vears nga with the then venny appointed to the distant field of
China. 1ler father. Dr. D C. Keliv a Colomel of eavaley, vnder
General Tedford, was pronmmced, by an Endlish military ob-
server. as the lwavest man he ever saw nuder fire, hut it can be
doubted if he were more <o than his daucheer. Entering active-
v and heartilv into the work in China and Japan, where her
Sunday Schaal pupils called her * Mrs. * Come to Jesus,” '—he-
cause of her frequent use of that song, sending thrilling appeals
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to the home-church, she was ever the active and sympathetic
associate of her great husband. When he was called to places
of respousibility, demanding protracted absences from home,
though, at times in very serious ill-health, she would not permit
Jier condition to detain him, but with heroic self-sacrifice, insisted
that he should go. On a page of what was evidently intended
to De a journal, found among the Bishop's papers, is the follow-
ing :—" Thank God for the inspiration of faith in God during
these long separations and for the love of those who are dearer
than life itself. The heroic spirit of my wife has strengthened
me immensely during these vears of fong and trying absence.
She will never know what she has been to me.”  When his
precious life was fast ebhing away. the question was put to him
by the writer, ** [lave you anything to say to Daisy 27" and he
replied, ** Tell her I am watching all the time.””  Through the
many long dayvs and nights of their frequent separations, she
listened for his returning footfalls at the home-door; but now
he has preceded her to the llome akave and there *“at the
beautiful gate,” le is watching and ** waiting all the time" for
her coming.

During receni vears, the entire responsibility of the home
and the farm, as well as companionship with the invalid mother,
has largely fallen upon their danghter Mary. She showed her-
self possessed of the exceutive abilities of her father, and thus
relieved his mind of all solicitude as to the conduct of aflairs.
Thus she has had a verv large part in making possible her
father's long absences.  In the journal mentioned is this touch-
ing entrv: ** Then there ix the sweetest and dearest daughter
who ever drew breath.” Concerning lier he remarked to some
friends, just a vear ago, ** She is such cood Christian.”

There is another—\iss Kate arlan—a former member of
the Japan Mission, who deserves a high place in this record.
After a briel service of remarkable success in the field, she was
called home on account of family reasons,  She then deliberately
chose as her sphere of labor (o serve the cause of Christ as a
co-worker with the Lamhuths.  For thirty years she has stood
by them in sickness and in health, miristering by her gracions
presence in many ways and making Dishop Lambuth's life of
creat service possible. This statement is none too strong. In
the journal already quoted from are these words: " Then there
is the friend who has stuck 1o us throuch thick and thin with-
out whom I could not have made these visits to Japan, China,
Korea, Africa and South America.” It has been justly said
“ When the tntal of the Lambuth influence <hall he finally
reckoned up, Miss Kate Harlan will needs Le in it.”

In a peculiar sense, Bishop Lambuth belonged to the Japan
Aission. He was our Founder and Superintendenti. llere he
lived, and labored, and established our chief institutions.

-
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Here his parents wrought mightily and from our midst his father
went Home to be with God and his sepulchre is with us.
Here he did his last official work, made our appointments and
gave lus last message, and here he laid down his hurdens and
from our midst went to Ieaven. It s not easy for us to picture
what he meant to us individualiv.  He did not deal with us en
masse, for he was our brother, our personal friend. e under-
stood our problems, and entered into our jovs and sorrows.
We were drawn s0 close 1o him by his winsome personality that
we lacked the perspective to judge of his mmagnificent propor-
tions. Was it this, or was it the " dullness of our sight,” the
““ coarseness of our clay.” that kept us from fully valuing this
“rare and radiant man to whom the children clung, whose
charm the poor and aged sung ?” Ilc never would have per-
mitted us to call him a ** bero,”” but such he was, and such he is
to us and to the Japanese who loved him so well, and such he
will ever remain in the annals of the Churceh.

“MTis well, if late, with tear washed eyes,
We see the radiance where it lies
About the finished sacrifice.”

Of his last visit with us as a Mission, he said 1 have
never experienced such joy in the ministry of the saints, the
missionaries and the native Christians.”  And now he speaks to
us from oui of the silences of the world immortal and invisible
and his message, I trow, is the same as the closing words of s
final letter to the Korean Conference, dictated from his sick bed,
* Little children love one another ' For thus he spoke (o us a
vear ago wlhen he gave that great message from the text: ™A
new commeandment [ give unto vou that ye love one another:
even ax I have loved vou, that ae alvo love one another. By
this shadl all men know that ve are my diseiples if e love one
another.”

What were the sources of the strength of this great man ?
Physically. he lacked,  He was never able (o secmie an insnance
poliev.  His great sonl was housed m a frail body and yet his
achievements  were sufbicient for greawness lor several men.
Never weizhing as mneh as one himdred and twenty-five pounds,
when he entered the Yakolama General Hospital, the <urveon
remarked, 1 think he weighs less than one hundred ™ 7 1 keep
going,” said le, * by cavelully gmarding myselfl”  The amonnt
he accomplished was amazing and peaple wondered atit, Tt it
was onlv done by eaercising the greatest physical eare of him-
sell.  When hie pioneered the work in Mrica and lighied the
tarch of the Gospel in that darkened region, hie. probally, over-
taxed his strenuth and. perhaps, thus shortened his days. e
has an athlete’™s heart " remarked the surgeon and when told of
the Bishop's utter exhaustion at the close of some of his day’s
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marches, he replied “ That may have caused it.” But this hero
of a thousand dangers ever refuscd to count * his hie dear unto
himself, so that he mght finish his course with joy and the
ministry which he had reccived of the Lord Jesus, to testify the
gospel of the grace of God.”

Bishop Lambuth had a saving sense of humor that helped
him over many rough places, Livenin the confusion and danger
of war, he saw the Iudicrous side of things. His hunmor was
always of the kindliest and purest character, ever avoiding the
least suggestion of the umelean, or the sacriligious. These could
not De mentioned in lis presence.  Even in his youth his protest
against such was strong, certain and indignant as the story of
his school days shows. One of his chief relaxations, from the
‘strain of toil, the fret of care,” was telling a good story, or
listening to onc. If lie had any other relief from work, we do
not know what it wax, for he never took a vacation, though he
most heartily approved of them. Iis humor never amounted
to levity, neither was it ever carried to excess, hut it was fre-
quently a saving parenthesis in the midst of many trving scenes
and experiences.

Bishop Lambuth’s source ot sirength was in God. Those
who knew him recognised that God was with him of a truth.
Two vears ago, while hetween Nagasaki and Shanghai, he re-
counted to Dr. Dickenson, his travelling compamon, how God
had met him some Hfty years hefore, when as a youth of four-
teen, e was on his way to America and he added s " It was
just about here on the vcean and He is with me now even as lle
was then.” Some twenilv vears afterwards, at Oita, with Dr.
Wainrisht and a few others, he had such a haptism of the Holy
Gheost that his * verv life secmed (o hang by a Irittle Lthread,
so overpowered was he by the my steries of the Trinne God, as
trulv objective to him as they were divine " The sceret of his
power was horn of these two ureatl experiences and ever after-
wards he seemed Lo realize the Presence of the invisible Uhrist.
Out of them came his wonderful life af praver, of {nmuth, of
service and walking with God.  11is daily life was a conspicunns
example of the things of the Spirit of Gad and * all who heard
his messages and saw his life knew of a truth that the Taly
Spirit was with hin in ereat ]mwf:r." A member of one of our
anmmal conferences said ** the <ight of Walter Lambuth alwayvs
convicts me of «in.” When the end came. the writer said to
im, ** Jesus is with vou, Bishop, e is right here ™ and back
camie 1he answer, with marked emphasis, ** Yes. 1T am certain of
(hat ™ Tt was thic abiding certainty that throngh the years
was the * hiding of his power.”

“ Walter Lambuth is dend.” so the record savs: bt it is
not trire.  1le was never more truly alive than he is to-day.
The Church at home and abroad will not let this Master Builder
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die. In all these ficlds they will cherish his memory and though
lie has laid aside s worn and wasted body, they will carry on
his work. No! heis not dead and the Church will not let him
die. If to hve in the hearts of those we leave behind us and in
work done for our Lord is not to die then Walter Lambuth
has built for imsell a monument more durable than brass and
loftier than the regal heights of the pyramids. In these days of
dire confusion, the Churcl will keenly miss his leadership, but
lie will abide amongst us  Spirttual energy and work, buill on
the ** fonudation already laid which is Jesus Christ,”” cannot be
blotted out. s was said at the funeral of Dr. Leonard Bacon
“ For such a life to be blown out is next to saying God is blown
out.” Walter Lambuth was so one with God that from the
moment of his traunsiation he was at home in the company of
just men made perfect before the throne of God.  For him—

“ 1t was nol death to die,
To leave his weary load,
And with the bhrotherhood on high,
To e at home with God."”

“Ile climbed the steep ascent to Ileaven,
Through peril, toil and pain;
Oh: God may grace Lo us be given
To follow in his train.”




Bishop Walter R. Lambuth

Like his parents, Bishop Walter R.  Lambuth, one of
the first missionaries of the Southern Methodist Church
to enter Japan, came by way of China. Unlke them,
his course led on to Soutl America, Africa, and a place
of leadership in Methodist missions, carried on with the
same zeal whether as medical or evangelistic missionary.
Secrctary of the Board of Missions or Bishop.

The writter language, some forms of poetry and art,
and Buddhism, all entered Japan (rom China. it is fit-
tingz that some of our missionaries also follow this typical
stream of cultural influence in the Far East. Born to
missionaries in Chua, Walter R. Lambuth casly learned
the ways of the Lord, going with lus father te preach-
ing places as a boy. The impression was so deep that
he returned to China as a missionary himsell as soon
as he finished his medical and seminary lraining. Throw-
mg himself into such activities as helping to establish
medical work in Svochow amd Peking, a universty in
Seochow, and church and Y work wherever he went.
he could still feel the growmg need of settmg up work
m Japan.

The Macedonian tall brought him to Kobe in 1886
a few month after his parems. Though he did some
medical work., such as treating a Y0-year old Count.
thus helping smooth the way for evangelistic work in
the area. his primary work was evangelistic.

Serving as mission supcrintendent he went [rom mus.
sion station 1o mission station wntil he came o Oila in
southern Japan, where the famous Oita Revival occurred.
In this area where Chrisnan work was extremely diffi-
cult because of the hostile spirit of the townspeople.
causing yvoung Christians 1o be virtually ostracized, the
new church was approaching a crisis. With another

missionary and two Japanese leaders, Lambuth went
apa.ct to pray. They prayed so fervently that they re-
cerved a distinet vision of Christ and a liberating sense
of God's joy. The Spirit poured out on the meeting of
the evening like another Pentccost, resulting in many
conversions and dispelling the church’s despair.

When Dr. Lambuth first saw the original site of
Kwansel Gakum it was far out in the fields overlooking
Osaka Bay  Between it and the sea were only a few
scattered houses of farmers who tilled the rice fields.
But he had the vision to sec that here could be estab-
Lished a school for training young Christians, both as
ministers and as lay leaders. Even with no money to
purchase the land, his conviction was so great that the
Hongkong and Sianghar Bank lent him the money
without requring collateral.  As the first president in
1889, he opencd the school which this year celebrates
with over 10000 students.  Recognized as one of the
greal private schools e Japan, Kwanser Gakun trains
students from jumor high school on to the doctorate.
in fields as vaned as theology, arts, economics, and now
looks forward 10 openimg a college  of science. No
longer under the Southern Methodist Board  but
under the United Church of Christ in Jlapan. Kwansei
Gakuin stullis under the leadership of devoted Christians.

In his statemanlike service as Seeretary to the Board
of Mjssions. Bishop Lambuth travelled from Siberia
through Manchuria. China, Korea and Japan, then down
to Moexico and South America, and across the Atlantic
into the Belgian Congo. A friend wrote of him: “1
never knew a man who had such visions of far-away
ficlds of need.™
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E. CLAYTON CALHQUN, PRESIDENY

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDERY

October 18, 1963

Miss Dorothy Woodruff

Board of Missions of The Methodist Church
Library

475 Riverside Drive

New York 27, New York.

Dear Miss Woodruff:

| have your letter of September 26, on the back of Bishop
Costen Harrell's letter, regarding materials on Bishop Lambuth.
| deeply regret to say that | was unable to unearth asingle
thing of value. You can imagine how deeply this distressed
me in attempting to write and how much it distresses me about
the way in which we have kept the valuable materials regard-
ing eminent people in our Church.

| am pleased to hear from you again and hope [ shall see you
one of these days.

Very sincerely,

<

- {:,—:‘., (.4'\.._ vt /.”

E. Clayton Calhoun
ECC:B
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A Birthright Missionary and World

Citizen

By Ellene Ransom

A Birthright

All through Southern China the bells of many churches werc
tolling for the funeral of a noble man, Represented at that
funeral were the governments of three oricntal countries.  In
America, seven thousand miles away, a host of Christians were
sharing with a widow and a fatherless daughter not only a sensc
of irreparable loss but an overwhelming thankfulness for the
life now scemingly ended.

Those and other Christians were to realize that the person
whose ashes were being laid to rest in Shanghai beside the
grave ol his mother had been truly a pioncer, beginning labors
upon which it should be the business ol the church to build for
vears to come. ‘We shall be a long time," wrote one ol his
friends, ‘filing in the bold outlines of the program sketched for
Dr. Lambuth.” ‘Fhus, Walter Russell Lambuth, [or all the toll-
ing of the bells, was not dead. His adventurous spirit had meve-
ly passcd on to new enterprise on those

‘. .. . shining mblelands
To which our God himsell is moon and sun.

Walter Russell Lambuth had been a birthright missionary.
His mother, by whose grave he had wanted his ashes o rest, had
written [rom China to her friends in America when the boy was
born, ‘May God make us able to care for and uain him lor
Jesus.”  But long before 1851, the year ol his bitth, what his
biographer calls “the sanctified curiosity of the pionea,” coupled
with a personal religion of high ovder. had stirred his ancestors
10 serve the Kingdom ol Chiist in undaimed ficlds.

1t was his great-grandfather, William Lambuth, whom Bishop
Francis Asbury had sent in 1800 “to preach o the Indians “in
the wilds of Tennessee.”’  In Louisiana William’s son, John
Russell, had taken the gospel to the Cieoles and Indians.  John
Russell had dedicated his awn son, James William, as a foreign
missionary and had added ‘a bale of cotton to send him_with.’
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'This James William had begun his missionary career by preach-
dng to the Negroes of Mississippi; but he had fulfilled further
th.c dedicatory promise of his father by sailing with his young
wife, Mary McClellan, for mission work in China, on May 6,
185‘4. Four months later was born the haby who was to be
trained _‘for Jesus.” That baby's birth was to begin a new
ch_ap-ter in Lambuth biography and in the history of Christian
missions.

Well might Mary McClellan Lambuth have added to her
prayer on that November day in Shanghai, ‘And God be thanked
that he has come into the Kingdom for such a time as this!’

~What a time it was—the period in which Bishop Lambuth
‘In'ed—for claiming such a birthright and such a heritage of
zest for the Kingdom!” Frank Mason North has described thus
the period and the man: ‘He moved amid the agitations of the
world." His life ‘passed through a zone of national and racial
wonders: a modernized Japan, the tragedy of patriotism in Korea
I\flanchuria flung open, China in revolution political and educa-,
tional, a national renaissance in India, tribal Africa under the
hand of EU}'ol)can government, Latin America grouped for
new enterprise in government and trade, Europe distressed
broken, restless, reorganizing. He moved amid the agitation;
of the world. We remember the quictness of his courage, the
far reaches of his faith, the prompt acceptance of new and, per-
ilous tasks. He was a sturdy spirit in a shaken world.”t His
chief achievement? He ‘helped to domesticate the idea of for-
ecign missions.’

Christian Adventurer and World Citizen

A fouryear-old boy on a househoat bound for Seochow
learned his first object lessons in foreign mission work from his
preacher father. His fifth birthday found him sailing with his
mother for America, on a journey which took 109 days 'I‘wd
years of life on the farm of his maternal grandfather i1'1 Cam-
bridge, New York, were followed by 1wo more years among his
father’s people in Mississippi. In 1868, the nine-year-old boA'
started with his family ihe return trip 10 China, "Lhrnugh lhza
mud and slush of winter, in an ox wagon, in war time’; and
after five months on the sea, he was back in the place of his birth.

In 1869 trouble with his eyes was a forceful factor in the dcri:

1 From the Introduction to Walter Russell Lanth
om uet 1 ’ uth, b . W, P T
;-iggn(tl which follows is indebted for its facts chicfly 1:: th"'i's ‘l'ioukval{:lma? “.I The O
shed journal of Bishop Lambuth. the npub-
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sion that Walter should come back to the States for his educa-
tion, which he carried through in Lebanon, Tennessee, and in
Emory and Henry College, Virginia. Further study in theology
and in medicine at Vanderbilt University was completed in 1877
by his graduation at the head of his class. Two months later the
young doctor-preacher sailed for China, with his new wife,
Daisy Keclley, the daughter of Dr. D. C. Kclley, whose home had
been his student residence in Nashville.

Dr. Lambuth began his medical work in Nanziang, ncar
Shanghai, practicing, preaching and traveling much as any cir-
cuit rider. He wrote, ‘For a week out of onc month I am on a
circuit of 104 miles, dispensing medicine and preaching at six
towns and citics; the next month I am gone two weeks on a -
circuit of over 200 miles, visiting some twelve towns and cities.’
Here was no danger of contentment with any life of narrow
limits!

Mrs. Lambuth, an invalid for most of her remaining ycars, rc-
turncd to America in 1880; and Dr. Lambuth himself had to
return on official duty in 1881. While in America, he spent
some months in New York at Bellevue Hospital, from which he
reccived a medical degree. Before he and Mis. Lambuth again
reached China in 1882, six weeks special medical study in Edin-
burgh and seven in London had trained him further as a prac
titioner, surgeon amd specialist in cye troubles,

In Soochow Dr. Lambuth and his brother-in-law, Dr. W. H.
Park, began work first in a dispensary and then in a hospital
opened to the public.  From Soochow in 1884 he went to Peking,
there to pioncer for the Methodist Episcopal Church the hos-
pital that was the forerunner of the present great Rocheleller
Hospital there.

In 1887, under appointment again by his own Southern
Methodist Board of Missions, Dr. Lambuth and his lather opened
the Mission in Japan, in Kobe first but with rapidlv spreading
work throughout that region. 1t was greatly Dr. Lambuth’s in-
fluence which moved the Board 10 open work in Kovea.

Family health caused his return to the States in 1891. The
Board of Missions kept him there in organizational and secre-
1arial work, an imporiant part of which consisted in proclaim-
ing to many ccinmunities the needs and progress of the foreign
mission czuse. In the vear when he was clected Corresponding
Secretary of the Board (1894), he made his first trip to Brazl,
which country he was to visit twice again before his labors ceased.

It was his purpose, plan and program that the New Orleans
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Missionary Conference of 1901 be cairied out. He secured the
appointment of Conference Secretarics; he successfully labored
for efhciency in the actual official activities of the mission work
of his church. He was a member of the Commission on ‘The
Church in the Mission Ficld,” from which resulted a survey of
380 pages, for the Edinburgh Conference of all Protestant Mis-
sion bodies of Europe and Amecrica: and served on the Continua-
tion Committce. )

A rcturn to Japan in 1907 gave him opportunity to sce some
of the fruitage of his pionecring in the union of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, the Methadist Church of Canada and the
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, into the Methodist Church
of Japan; and to be present at the clection of one of his former
pupils as the first native Protestant bishop of all Asia. By his
own election to the hishopric in 1910, he was placed in charge
of the conferences of the far West, Brazil and the proposed new
mission in Africa. The world traveler stirred to the thrill of
new regions to conquer for Christ.  He set out for Africa with
John Waesley Gilbert, there to open the work which was to
constitute perhaps the most dramatic Christian adventure of his
life. Said he, writing fromt that region, ‘China was my first
love, but Africa is my last responsibility.’

To Alrica again he went in 1913, returning in time to repre-
sent his church at Edinburglt, in the mecting of all the Protes-
tant mission bodics of Europe and America. In 1914 he began
also his outstanding service in helping to redistribute the mis-
sionary territory of the various mission boards in Mexico. He
was chairman of the commisston charged with this work.

Europe was the next destination ot this world adventurer,
who now went under the Y.M.C.AL 1o work smong the men in
the trenches. Four years Jater, alter the war, he was meeting
with Bishop Atkins of his own church and the representative
ol the Methadist Episcopal Church in Paiis, to plan work in the
war-rmaged countries of Ewope. Meanwhile a personal contact
made i Eurape hidd so interested him in Poland ihat he in-
fluenced his church a vear later o open work in Warsaw.

In 1919 he was appointed to the Orient, where as Bishop he
entered fost upon a strenuous program of preaching to ihe
Chinese and the Japanese in their own tongues.  He had al-
ready secured the promise of the Board and the co-operation of
Korca for opening work in Siberia.  In his church and then in
his nation—the latter through appointment by President Wil-
son—he helped raise funds {or the famine suflerers of China in
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1920. Huwrying home himsclf to raisc money for that cause,
he sent Dr. J. S. Rvang and Dr. W. G. Cram to open the field
in Siberia. So soon as he had accomplished his own crrand in
the States, he followed them into this new area.

This long journey of over four thousand miles to Siberia and
back to Korea was his last ‘exploration.” Says his biographer,
‘He had opened or been instrumental in opening Japan, Korea,
Cuba and Africa, and he had added the Texas Mexican and the
Pacific Mexican Conferences in the United States and now adds
to the list Siberia—“a Christian empire in the making.”" So
strong still was the pionecr enthusiasm of the explorer that h'e
called this last field, ‘the greatest missionary opportunity of this
generation.”  Here was truly a ‘sest for the Kingdom." In Sibt':ria,
on his wile's birthday, he recalled that most of those anniver-
saries had been spent far from home and from that person
whom he loved best in all the world.

His own pain-racked frame was not long to bear the burdens
his triumphant spirit was constantly imposing on it. The doc-
tors had already told him that an operation was imminent, but
they ‘thought he might be able to complete the Siberian jour-
ney.” He wrote on his arrival in Yokohama, ‘I am feeling bhetter.
The wonderful work in Korca and in Siberia-Manchuria has
been a tonic.’ Almost immediately, however—on September 12,
1921—he went to the operating table, troubled chiefly that he
might not be able to hold the China Mission Conlerence sch_cd-
aled for October 19, During the days following his operation
his constant concern was for the work of the various misions
which were so dear to his heart. Exactly two wecks from the day
ol his operation, September 26, 1921, the world traveler crossed
his last river into yet another land seen only with the eves of

faith.
Personal Characteristics

Statesmanship. The tributes which poured into the oflices of
the Board of Missions after Bishop Lambuth's death were united
in their recognition of his world citizenship and the lact 1-11:11
he ‘helonged 10 the South and (o the North. 10 the United
Siates and to Brazil, to China, 1o Alrica and to Japan'—truly,
to the whole world., But it was not alone as a common citizen
that he served the world, - He did more.  In the words of
Fletcher Brockman. ‘He was “a Siatesman in the Kingdom of
Gad.” He appronchml every question so completely }vil‘hnul
PRCPOSSESTONS, prcjudicus. oF partisan interests that his judg-
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ment was unusually sound.” The Methodist Episcopal Church
through its Board of Missions paid tribute to his work as physi-
cian, preacher, author, editor, war-work commissioner, founder
and superintendent of hospitals and schools, organizer of mis-
sions, and bishop.

Dr. Lambuth had what Dr. J. C. C. Newlton rightly called an
‘uncommon ability’ for organization and a marked ‘capacity for
continuous, systematic work.” His organizing power finds count-
less testimonics during his four years as Superintendent of the
Mission in Japan, sixteen as Secretary to the Board of Missions
and cleven as Bishop. His practical efficiency rendered memora-
ble service in Soochow University and Soochow Hospital; in
Kwansei Gakuin, the boys’ school, and in Hireshima Girls’
School in Japan; in the Anglo-Korean School in Korea; and in
Granbery College in Brazil.

He rendered valuable service as a charter member of the For-
eign Missions Conference of North America.

Belief in the Unity of All Chyistian Work and Workers. Much
of his success as Christian statesman grew out of the conviction
of the essential unity of all Christian work and workers. The
Kingdom in which he claimed citizenship included or was to
include all the world. Dr. Lambuth co-operated with and won
co-operation from all available Christian agencies. Long before
the union of the great branches of Methodism, he thought in
terms of that union. While he was pioneering the hospital work
in Peking, he served under the Methodist Episcopal Board as
wholeheartedly as he had served under the Southern Methodist
Board. Throughout the vears he maintained a close co-opera-
tion with the Methodist Episcopal Church, patronizing their
book house in Tokyo, and finally helping accomplish an actual
union in the Methodist Church of Japan. He joined with the
Southern Presbyterians, who had gone twenty years before to
Alrica, in mission work in the Congo, gladly accepting the aid
thev offercd. The Southern Presbyterian Exccutive Cominittee
thus recalled that work: ‘This event stands out as perhaps the
most remarkable instance of co-operation in the history of Mis-
sions, and one that would only have been possible under the
leadership of two such men as Bishop Lambuth and Dr. Wil-
liam M. Morrison, who was then in charge of our work ai
Luebo.’

Complete Dedication. Unity in Dr. Lambuth’s own life was
as definitely achieved as it was consciously labored for in his
church and service. From the time when he was a fifteen-year-
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old boy, kneeling in his stateroom on the wide seas, he was con-
vinced that his life must belong to Christ completely, there was
no divergence from his purpose. Wherever he was, he was per-
forming Christ’s work. In his school days he organized the
Y.M.C.A. in Emory and Henry College. In those days, too, he
established five Sunday schools in the country, one of them for
Negroes. He helped to organize the first great Young People’s
Conference at Silver Bay, New York; and followed it with an-
other for his own region on Lookout Mountain, Chattanooga,
Tennessee. Science was his favorite field, medicine his specialty;
and he made himself the best doctor he knew how to be. But
he did not draw back when his church sent him to Japan to
superintend the work there, although he knew that it meant
giving up his chosen profession. Whenever there was a call or
a need, his response was immediate; for his dedication had been
complete. .

Said Dr. Lambuth in his last illness, far from home and family:
‘I do not regret coming, save for the absence of my wife and
daughter at this juncture, and 1 long for their presence and
ministry. But Mrs. Lambuth and 1 commitied oursches to God
years ago, when we first entered the Mission ficld in 1877, and
we and all of our interest have been absolutely in his hands
from that tme to the present.’

In his preface to Winning the World for Glhaist, he wrote:
“As great as is the demand for widening the area of effort abroad,
the greater need of the hour is that ol deepened conviction at
home.  We must have a new semse of God, realize the imma
nence of the Kingdom, the place and importance of intercessory
prayer, the personality and power of the Holy Spirit, the neces
sity lor heroic service amd sacrifice, the mission of the Church,
and the pre-eminence of Christ, who is head over all’

None could doubt that he spoke from experience when he
wrote to Bishop Morrison in June, 1921, “Spiritual results do not
come hrom philosophv.  They come from spiritual power, and
this in turn from praver and {eeding on the very word ol God.
to have power with God that he may have power with men and
upen his ministry. . . .. The impossible must be attempted if
we take the world for Christ.” Such a man was willing ever to
attempt the ‘impossible,” for he olten declared with regard o
some precious and difficult enterprise, ‘It ought to Le done, and
what ought to be done can be done.”’

Dependability. Nor was the attempt ever relinquished be
cause of obstacles not foreseen. All who knew him knew, {or
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example, his complete reliability.  On his first visit to the Bate-
tela tribe in Africa, hie promised the friendly chicf that he would
come again when the notches which the chicf would cut in a
stick for cach pasing moon should number sixteen.  As the
sixteen months drew to an end, however, the Bishop was de-
tained in America. He arranged (o have a message sent from
Lucbo, explaining the delay and extending the time to twenty-
four moons. When the African chicf received the message,
brought by four men who had walked a thousand mtles to carry
it, he said, ‘It is well. The white man keeps his word.

Love jor ANl Aen. Something more than dependability and
the tremendous faith and courage of the pioncer inspired Bishop
Lambuth’s life. Dr. J. C. C. Newton said of him after his death,
“The one secret of the Bishop’s character as a leader and of his
wonderful work in the earth is found in his burning love for men.
Withont distinction of race, nationality, or religion, he loved all
men.  Ile was a citizen of the whole world. e had the world
mind because he had the Christ’s mind.’

And s0 it was that he loved men and men loved him—yellow
men, black men and white men.  The African chiel Wembo
Nyama loved him with a childlike confidence that the white
chiel would wish to do all in his power to make his black friend
happy. And so Wembo Nyama wrote to the Bishop not only
of his love but also of the material things he nceded. The peti-
tions in one letter are no less touching than they are amusing: for
‘a water pitcher and dishes and pans and cups, all very good
ones,’ also, ‘a coat, good 1o dress up in, and shocs and pants and
a bed.

Bishop Lambuth, pioncer ol laige regions though he was,
never lost sight of the man in the mass.  From the beginning of
his medical service, the people learned o come to the white
doctor Tor heart medicine as readily as for bodily cures.  Xach
persont was to him an individual, a new opportunity for personal
friendship, a man with his special needs and heartaches and ca-
pacity for noble living. The Bishop's journal for December 27,
1911. records this experience among the black men of Alrica:
“After the entire crowd had bade us goodbye, a leper came for-
ward and siretched out his hand. 1 did not have the heart to
refuse him the touch of sympathy, for it was all that I could give.
O that 1 might have had the power 1o heal! But ] offered him
what was better—Jesus, the Bread of Life.” So did he go through
the mission fields offering 10 every individual ‘the touch of sym-
pathy’ and ‘Jesus, the Bread of Life!

14

Humility and Consecyation.  One said ol Bishop Lambutl,
‘He was the simplest-hearted great man 1 ever knew. The low-
liest could approach him and feel at home in is presence.” He
was indeed a profoundly humble man.

‘The examination ol his journals is particularly conmvincing
with regard to two things, his complete dedication and constant
rededication of himsclf, and his absolute humility. Sighting
land after the long journcy to Africa, he says, ‘Gilbert and T re-
tired to our room and prayed that God would accept a rededi
cation of our lives upon this the threshold of the great African
continent and of our new life work.” Several weeks later he
records, ‘I pray for a deeper, keencer sense ol His Presence. My
religious life is too shallow. O my God, give it deeper root—
fecd it—may its fruitage be to thy glory.” The enury of his hity-
seventh birthday reads: ‘My birthday!=57! The time is short
and very precious. God help e to improve it, I thank him
for the privilege of being in Africa. .. .. I solemnly and de-
liberately, yea, and joylully, rededicate my life to my Master and
Lord for service here or anvwhere. My hand, my heart, iy all
are His. Mayv He guide and help in founding a Mission which
shall save miltions yet unborn.” “I'wo years later, [or December
11, he writes: “The time is short for anything 1 may undertake,
for I am in my sixticth vear and cvery minute must be utilized
to the glory of God. [ pray and plan daily to this endl.’

Juy in Service. There was never a trace of the conscious mar-
tyr about Bishop Lambuth. His whole lile was that ol the
Christian hero; but he was conscious onlv of the gloriows privi-
lege of service.

In his last illness, for his comfort Dr. W, E. "Fowson read 1o
him 1 Peter 4: 12, 13, 10, But it was not these passages which his
friend heard the diing wan later repeating. In his last hows
Walter Russell Lambuih spoke his jovous consecration rather in

Psalm 103.

‘Languor was not in his heart,
Weakness was not in his word.
Weafiness not on his brow.’

He was a birthright missionary, a Christian adventurer and
world citizen, a statesman in the Kingdom of God. ‘Better,’
waid onc of his friends, ‘he was the most Clhristlike man T ¢ever

knew.’




FOUNDING THE AFRICA MISSION

“T'his Drief skit should be given by members of the Society
without any costuming and, more important, without any make-
up—certainly no one should ‘black up.” Labels, bearing the
words ‘Bishop Lambuth,” ‘Chief Wembo Nyama,” ‘Story-Teller)
cte., and pinncd upon those persons taking part would distin-
guish them from one another.

Story-TELLER: What a striking and impressive scence it must
bave been—that founding of the Mission in the hecart of the
Belgian Congo twenty-five ycars ago! With a scrmon on the
healing of the leper preached by the Rev. R. D. Bedinger of the
Presbyterian Mission on the verandah of Chief Wembo Nyama's
louse, the scrvice was held in three languages—English, Baluba
and Batetela. The native preacher, Mudimbi, who had been
trained by the Presbyterians, translated from the Baluba to the
Batetela for the Chicel and his people. Bishop Lambuth’s jour-
nal states: ‘More than 100 people were present. I could not
sce the wives of the Chief, for they were behind the windows,
and the doors were carclully screened. The Chiel himsell paid
good attention and exhorted at the close. He was remarkably
frank, speaking with much emphasis’ (The STORY-TELLER
keeps to one side.)

(Enter Chier WEMBO Nyadia, scveral of his followers, and
Bisnor LAMBUTIL)

Ciier WemBo Nvasa: The Word of God is good. It is we
ourselves who have been bad. [ have been bad and my people
have been bad. ! will be a better man, and they must ttnn
from their evil deeds and be cleansed like the leper.  (he
Cruer (urns foward his headmen and followers) Do you hear
mer  Are my words idle words, or do I mean what 1 sayz

SEVIRAL AFRICANS (in a chorus, catehing up the last words w
iy sentences and responding inoa smt of antiphonyy: Bad -
must be ddeansed=we mean what we say.

S1ory-I'Liiir: Bishop Lambuth stated in his journal that he
discussed with the Chiel the building of a church and school in
his village and desired to know what he and headmen felr
about it.

Ciier \WEMBO NyaMma: Yes.  (The CHIEF speaks with a pecul-
iar click in his thyoat as he takes Bisnop LamMBUTH'S frand and
looks squarely into his eyes.) Yes, I said when you . . .. were
lere many moons ago that I and my people would build a
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church in the village, and Wembo Nyama keeps his word. (He
turns to his followers and waves his long right aym.} When
Wembo Nyama says ‘Come,’ his people come; and when he
says ‘Go’ his people go. Is not that truc? (He turns to lis fol-
lowets.)

SEVERAL AFRICANS (in chorus): It is truc.

CuisF WEMBO Nyana (furning to his people once more and
waving both arms and exclaiming) Then let us build a house
for Nzambi [God] as soon as our men return from the caravan
journey to Lusambo. The white chief, Kabengele, says that
Nzambi's house should be first, and he is right. With us 1t
shall be first. Where shall it be? T will give the best lot in my
village; the lot that fronts the main strect on the east where the
sun rises. It shall be set apart for a church and a school. There
we will build the house. Shall it not be so?

SEVERAL AFRICANS (in chorus): It shall be so. (The Crier
pauses a moment, then points lo a very tall man in a khaki sutt
and a slouch gray hat with a broad brim.) Stand forth, O thou
head builder. 1 appoint you to secure the timber from the for-
est. (The head builder stands forth) And thou, headman of
the poles and thatch, stand forth! You shall gather materials
{or the roof from both forest and plain. (The headman of the
thaich stands forth) And thou, head plasterer and mason,
stand by the side of the other two. Are you there? .

HEeap PLASTERER AND Mason: 1 am here.  (He takes his place
beside the other lwo.)

Cuier WEaBo Nyama: And you, you shall summon one hun-
dred wonien of our village and they shall make mortar from
the clay of the streams, for they are skilled in the use of their
hands, and the work shall be done. (The thhee stalwari men,
cach over six feet tall, stand 1 a row, bowing their acquiescence.
The CHier looks about him at his people, who may crowd about
him on every side.)

Ciicr WeMmBo Nvanma: Kabengele, the White Chief, says he
must go home. Be it so. He has many things to do. He can
Jeave his people [the missionaries] with me. They sl}al! be my
people, for I trust him (literally, ‘have accepted him’). He
need not fear for them. When I have finished the church, my
workmen shall go to your concession and help in the bui]d.ing
of your houses there, and when all is done, we \\_'1]! build a high,
strong fence of cane and palm ar.ound the mission to protec
vour people from leopards.  (Exit all Africans excepl CHIFF
WEMBO NYAMA.)
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Ristior LamsuTi: 1 thank you for your words, Wembo Ny-
ama, You arc a great chief, and your words arc sirong. You
have never yet deceived me, and I can trust you to carc for my
children whom I leave behind.  The heart of a truly great chief
should be a good heart, and a good heart can only be the gift
of Nzambi. Give your heart to Jesus, and he will make it good
and strong. It is my supreme desire and prayer that you should
have a clean heart and be filled with the spirit of Nzambi.

CHIFF WEMBO NyAMa: Your words are good words, very good,
I was bad in the old days and my people were bad. We must he
good. We must be good. (Bisnor LAMBUTH 7ises lo go and 1s
about {0 say ‘Muoyo’ [good-bye] when WEMBO NyaMa proposes
to go a part of the way with him. He takes BisHop LAMBUTHL'S
hand as they walk out of the CHIEF'S house together) 1 will
take carc of your people. Do not let them go about alone,
neither into the forest nor down to the spring on account of the
lcopards. I will send a guard armed with 2 gun and a knife to
go with them when they walk, that no harm shall come nigh
then.  And as [or water, what you have is bad. I will come my-
self tomorrow and take you to the good springs where there is
purc water.  (Exeunt.)

Story-TFLLER: Said Bishop Lambuth, ‘All this is the more re-
markable when one comes to know the history of this chief.
The following facts I did not know at the time of this conversa-
tion; they developed afterwards. Wembo Nyama was ouly a lew
years ago a terrible scourge in all the country between the Lube-
{u and Lomami Rivers. He was hated and feared by the denizens
of the forest and the people of the open veldts. He raided num-
herless villages which were sleeping in the security of their isola-
tion and dragged the wretched people ofl into slavery or as vic-
tims for his cannibal feasts. The onslaught always began just
hefore the break of day. He has been instrumental divectly or
indircctly in the killing of twenty-seven white men and had
caten white flesh, boasting that he preferred it to black. Some
of these things he told us himself, but added: “Thev belong to
the past.” Other facts were given me by Belgian officers and
our native helpers. May the grace of God be vouchsaled this
man and his people!’

Chiel Wembo Nyama has never become a Christian, but he
has always been {riendly toward the workers and the work.
Possibly his failure to accept Christianity is due to his un-
willingness to give up his wives; one of the requirements of
church membership in the Congo is monogamy.
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On September 27, 1939, at the cclebration of the twenty-fifth
anniversary of the cstablishment of our Mission in the Congo
Belge, a medal was presented to Chief Wembo Nyama. This
token was given in appreciation of the Chicl’s friendship and
co-operation duting the past quarter century. On onc side was

engraved:
MEC.NL
19111939
25 ME

ANNIVERSAIRE

And on the other side, in Otetela, ‘In behalf of the love of Chicl
Wembo Nvama toward Bishop Lambuth’

siishap Artiaa ] Moare and Chief Wemba
Nyama m the luiter’s nllage m the Belgian
Cungo
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Death of Bishop Lambuth

A dispatel from Yokohamn, dated Septem-
ber 26, states that Bishop Walter R. Lam-
buth, of the Methodist ISpiscopal  Chureh,
South, died in a hospital in that eity after
undergoing an operation.  This will be dis-
tressing news (o multitede  of  people
thronghout  American Methodism  and  wher-
ever the missionary interests of Trotestantisin
are known,

VMshop Lombuth was primarily 2 mission-
ary and it wits his glory to serve as an apostie
of Jesus Chrst jn distant Jands,  Mission-
ary serviee wax one of his glorvious inheit-
anees. A century and a quarter age  his
great-grandfather was a missionary in the

BISHOI LAMBLTII

wilds of what is now Tennessee; his grand-
f:lﬂl(’l‘ was a missionary to the Indians in
T8 and  his father was a1 missionary in
China in TSR3 when the yan  whe wallied por
sistently in the way of his fathers, was horn.

[Te received his oducation m various eol-
leges in the South and was graduated fron
the Medieal Department of Vanderbiit Uni-
versity in 1877. He also continuwed his medi-
cal studies in New York, Hdinburgh and in
London.  Immediately after his graduation
from Vanderbilt University e went to China
as ¢ medienl misstonary and remained §n that
serviee until 1856 then for five years follow-
ing Le was superintendent of the Japan Mis-
sion of the Methadist  piseapal  Chureh.
South.  After that he returned to Ameriea
and Dbeeame Freld Sceretny and  later Gen-
eral Reeretary of the Board of Missions of
the Moethodist Dpescopul Churche South. 1o
1910 he was elected a Rishop,

Dishop  Lambuth's activities were  distrib-
nted over varvious fields and were always of
a eapital charaeter.  1Te was the founder, anel
for some yeirs was o charge of the hospital
ar Soochow, China, e was also connected
with the hospital of the Methodist Fpiseapal
Churel at Peking for two dears, He founded
the Kwansei Gakum College of Japan, e
wias one of the group of six commissioners
yopresenting the Methodist Fipiscopal Chuareh,
the  Methadist Fpiscopnl  Charel, Soutly,
and  the  Methadist  Churel of  Canada,
though whose constroetive efforts the Japan
Mothodist Chipell, composed of  these theee
constitaent bodiss, came nto esistenee  For
fon vears hie was editor of the Heview of Ais-
woli~, Aficr e was elected Bishop e wont
1o Africn, eaplored the Belgian  Congo and
axtablished a mission at Wemho-Nyami.

Rishop Lambuth was in this eountry at the
beginning of this year and participated in the
Foreign Missions Ciinference at Garden City.
Long Island. where he presented 2 review of
the prevailing Chinese famine and stirred the
hearts of the Comference with s irresistible
appeal for immediate suceor for the sulfering
peaple i that area from wiieh the Bishon
had come only a few weeks before,  Tle was
grodatly heloved as a compinion - serviee by
Bishops Bashford and Lewis, and his goiug
deprives China of the thind of this group of
great souls snd efficient workmen in the bar-
vert fields of the Master.
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AMONG OUR FAl

Wyoming State Conference

THE YOUDNGERT ANAMUAL CONPERENCE—DPIAN
FOR HOSPITAI coNSITHR UNION WIM
NORTHWEST NPBRASK A CONTERENCE

The sesenth annunl session of the Wyoming
State Confereonce was convened in Casper, the
Oil City, September 7. with Bishop Chavles 1.,
Memd presiding, greatly 1o the delight of the
men,

reanization was eflected with the eleetion
aof J. A, MeClellan as secretary, 11, 1. Shop-
Lend as statistician: L, ¢ Drvden as registear
The trensurer. E. F. Bowling, and auditer.
Hubert Webster, were elected at the preceding
Conforence,

Wiaming Sate is the youngest of the An-
nual Confereness: has been tormed a “voune
wmon's" Conference, amd is probably the small-
est of them all However, there is no reason
io be ashamed of the reeard of the men whe
have wronght o faithfully and persevetingls
i this tapical frentier Behl.

Wiaming i~ making tremendons stiides in
agricultural und industrial dovelopment. and it
i taxing our church 1o the ulmosy to Lerp
pace with thix procession of progress,

Added (o this plitse of the work s the probh-
lem of the sparsels xetiled, remote stock mis
ing sections, o much in need of the ministr
of the Church,

Owing to the deperdence of o preat a
portion of our people on stoek raising and
agriculture, the finanein! problem has been a
serious one, both m current expenses  and
Ceutenary, but hoth pastors and people have
shown an heroie spirit, and made the best of
a teying situation.,

Bisxhop Mead, in caliing for reports, stressed
three items. accessions to the Clreh, Centen-
ary money raised and number of stricth
church papers twhen, cunadng Al Lo
tests of an all around ministry. .

Ivangelismy has had a prominent place in
the program of most of the churches, and many
reported substanuill gns inomembership, buy
owing to the «hifting population, lnrger this
rear than ever before, there was a loss of
twelve i the membership of the Conference.
Non-residents showed a deerded inerease,

The Conferepce is moving forward aleng
many lines,  "The honrd of s{ewards reportisd
a substantial increase In the pereentage of
annuity padd Lo the Conferenee elaimanis s
also inaugnrated, with the help of Dr. Charles
Oaten, of the Board of Conference Claimants,
a mavement laoking {o {he establishment of an
endowment fund.

A commitiee was appointed 1o investigate
the feasibility  of anion with the Northwes
Nelasha Confervenee,

The vote on the amwendinenis sent dewn by
the General Conference was decisive mnoech
case. The vote on the amended mmendment,
witx 21 1o 1 in fmver of s adoption, O
changing the basis of representation jn CGen-
cral Conferenee, was 20 for (a3 against O
the maiter of changing the name of the Qnar.
terhv Conferencee, the vote was 2 for, 0
agmnst The vote in the Lay Conference was
similar,

I*hi~ ].:I‘\' Conferenee s weni on recoand s
Lovoring the furnishing of all pavsonages with
Feavy furpitere, Of voarse the preachers sal
TAmen” 1o s Mest of the passonases in
the Conferonee as already <o eguipged

Mnong the carvianding feamtares of 1he Cone
foromes were pthe addresao o of Dip Iliebep o
e zoncral thegee, “The 0Hd Tihae Relizion
i the New Tames™ and the talks by Profa s
ror Beptlea, of Th, on Religions Vdacation.

A, DB Stveei of the Woman's [ome
Miscdonary Society mave her Alaskan leeturs
Pooan apprevative audienee, and Dishop Mead
cptivated a crowded howse with bis * Typicat
Awetiean.”™

Our hishep 3« diowing himsel a capuble
miministiatoy as woll as a kindiv Lreadber and
splendid Jeacder,

There were a pamber of hanges i the Jur-
somel of the Copferene e Bishop amuoe.
mg the fullowing transfers s T 1L Banmds from
Upper bowa, U0 2 Crowder fram Daltimore,
G T Thant froan Naoth Montana, av 18
Kenki]l and G, ') Klein frem Colorado, 13 A,
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