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Bishop Palmer dies

PALM SPRINGS, Calif. (UMI)—
Bishop Everett W, Palmer, resident
leader of the United Mecthodist
Church's Portland (Ore.) Arca, died
while on vacation here January 5 af-
t6cr suffering a heart attack. He was
4,

A native of Wisconsin, he wis 2
hard-rock gold miner and contractor
in the Black Hills of South Dakota
when he was married to Miss Florence
Wales of Dallas, S.D., and through her
encouragement, and a football scholar-
ship, he entered Dakota Wesleyan
College to become an athletic coach.
A month after entering college, he
decided to enter the ministry and was
named student pastor of a church dc-
scribed as 19 years dying and onc
year dead.”

After finishing at Dakota Wesle-
yan, Bishop Palmer received his theo-
logical cducation at Drew Theological
Seminary and served pastorates in
New Jersey from 1933 until appointed
to First Methodist Church in Glen-
dale, Calif., in 1951, He served there
until elected to the episcopacy by the
Western Jurisdictional Conference in
1960,

After cight years in the Scattle
(Wash.) Area, Bishop Palmer was us-
signed to the Portland Area in [968.

At the time of his death, the bishop
was chairman of the Board of LEduca-
tion's Department of Ministerial Edu-
cation, vice-chairman of the Commis
sion on FEcumenical Affairs and the
Commission on the Structure of the
United Methodist Church Qutside the
U.S.A., a member of the Board of
Missions, and president of the board
of trustees of Alaska Methodist Uni-
versity.

During his pastorates, hc was
known for his work in both cvange-
lism and social concerns, and during
his appointment in Glendale a new
$1.300,000 sanctuary was erecled. In
1968, Bishop Palmer received the Li-
berian Star of Africa: Grand Band.
the highest decoration given a non-Li-
berian.
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After ecight years in the Scattle
(Wash.) Area, Bishop Palmer was us-
signed to the Portland Area in 1968.

At the time of his death, the bishop
was chairman of the Board of Educa-
tion’s Department of Ministerial Edu-
cation, vice-chairman of the Commis-
sion on Ecumenical Affairs and the
Commission on the Structurc of the
United Methodist Church Outside the
U.S.A., a member of the Board of
Missions, and president of the board
of trustees of Alaska Methodist Uni-
versity,

During his pastorates, he was
known for his work in both cvange-
lism and social concerns, and during
his appointment in Glendale a ncw
$1,300,000 sanctuary was crected. In
1968, Bishop Palmer received the Li-
berian Star of Africa: Grand Band,
the highest decoration given a non-Li-
berian.

Survivors include his wife and three
daughters—Mrs. Clifford C. Cate, La
Canado, Calif., Mrs. A. Ross Cash,
Long Beach, Calif., and Mrs. John A.
McKean, Honolulu, Hawaii.

A privatc family service was held
January & in Hollywood Hills, Calif,,
and a memorial service was conduc-
tcd on January 10 in Glendale First
Church. A mcmorial service in the
Portland Area will be held in about
ten days.

Bishop Palmer’s predecessor in
Portland, Bishop A. Raymond Grant,
died in office in 1967. Earlier, Bishop
Bruce R. Baxter died in 1947 while
presiding over the annual conference
session.
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Miss Linda Gaines, center, a st
Ky., presented the voice of youtt
gelism in New Orleans. Shown w
Gallaway of Ft. Worth, Tex., pre:
ism, left, and Dr. Emerson Colaw

United Methodist Church, Cincinne

Evangelis
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ing,” Dr. Outler told the Congress
that “without some type of cvangeli-
cul revival the futurc of the church
and of the world is bleak indeed.” In-
dicating how the first and second
‘~areat awakenings” in the American
continent saved the people from dan-
gers of their times, the Congress was
challenged to sec that, cven though
these are different times, there is no
less need for an awakening. He said,
“If there is to be a new awakening,
it must be ecumenical, social-action
oriented, and be an outpouring of the
Holy Spirit.”

In his keynote address to the Con-
aress, Dr. Joseph H. Yecakel, general
secretary of the United Mcthodist
Board of Evangelism, indicated =2
number of currents which indicate that
the Church is recovering a new sensc
of evangelistic concern. Some of these
are: a major concern of all the agen-
cics engaged in planning which “ex-
presses a universal agreement that the
number one priority is for a new un-
derstanding of and participation in
what it means to be committed to
Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord; the
interest shown in the attendance at the
Congress; the refreshing challenges of
the lay ministry movement: the dis-
coverics that the ecological crisis Is
to be solved only in the human di-
mension; and the enthusiasm which
has been generated for “Key ‘73, in-
terdenominational  program  which
promises to involve churches of wide-
ly-differing backgrounds in a united
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Holy Spirit.”

In his keynote address to the Con-
gress, Dr. Joseph H. Yeakel, general
secretary of the United Methodist
Board of Evangelism, indicated a
number of currents which indicate that
the Church is recovering a new sensc
of evangelistic concern. Some of these
are: a major concern of all the agen-
cies engaged in planning which “ex-
presses a universal agreement that the
number one priority is for a new un-
derstanding of and participation in
what it means to be committed to
Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord; the
interest shown in the attendance at the
Congress; the refreshing challengcs of
the lay ministry movement; the dis-
coveries that the ecological crisis is
to be solved only in the human di-
mension; and the enthusiasm which
has been generated for “Key '73,” in-
terdenominational  program  which
promises to involve churches of wide-
ly-differing backgrounds in a united
front for Christian witness.”

Calls from two sides of the world
for the Christian community to be
obedient to and involved in issues now,
rather than apathetic and future-or-
iented only, featured the session on
Tuesday morning when Dr. Samuel
Kamaleson, a minister from Madras,
India, said that “Good intentions are
not enough, and it is impossible to be
a Christian in isolation. Christians are
called into visible community in order
to carry out God's will in the world.”

Sharing the platform with Dr.
Kamelson was John H. Staggers, Jr.,
former sociology professor and com-
munity organizer in Washington, who
said he is not worried about extreme
elements in American life, but by the
“marginal man—the bulk of the popu-
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A Tribute

The death of Bishop Everett W. Palmer comes to
most of his friends as a tremendous shock for he was
a man who constantly ex- = -
pressed the vigor of life 7 v
in words and deeds. His
amazing vitality and en-
durance were so continu-
ous and visible!

He was an incurable
optimist. I can never for-
get the enthusiasm with
which he, as chairman of
the Board of Trustees,
dramatized the financial
needs of Alaska Univer-
sity. This was at the
November meeting of
the Council of Bishops in
Portland, where he ser-
ved as host. What ap-
peared to many as a dif-
ficult undertaking was
to him a challenging op- § R & :
portunity. Because the Bishap Everelt W. Palmer
need was so great and
the cause so worthy, he was convinced that the achi-

evement of the goal was sure.

His disposition toward this particular cause depicted
so clearly his life style and his complete commitment
to the faith. From a gold miner in his native Wisconsin
to the untimely end of his career as a bishop, he never
faltered in the face of difficulties. What some men
would have considered insurmountable barriers, to him
were open doors.

A graduate of Dakota Weslevan College and Drew
School of Theology, he served as a pastor in the
Southern New Jersey Conference for eighteen years.
During those years, he and Mrs. Palmer made many
friends, and his leadership was significantly felt in the
life of the Conference. In 1951 he left the pastorate at
Asbury Park to accept an appointment to First United
Methodist Church in Glendale, California, and served
there nine years. Under his leadership a $1,300,000
chureh was erected. While in a conference and juris-
diction where he was relatively new, he won the econ-
fidence of the Western Jurisdiction and in 1960 was
elected to the episcopacy. For eight years he served
the Seattle Area and in 1968 was assigned to the Port-
land Area where he remained until his death.

He was a man of deep convictions and had the
courage to support them. 1 never knew him to vield a
conviction until he was thoroughly convinced that a
different point or procedure was better.

At the time of his death, he was chairman of ihe
General Board of Education’s Department of Ministeri-
al Education and vice president of both the General
Commission on Ecumenical Affairs and the Commis-
sion on the Structure of Methodism Qutside the U.S.A,

I like to think of Bishop Palmer as a man on the
move with wide concerns. A member of the General
Board of Missions, he was ardently supportive of the
outreach of the Church around the world. President
Tubman of Liberia was so impressed by his enthusi-
asm for the missionarv enterprise that he decorated
him with the order of the Star of Africa during his
visil there in 1968.

Bishop Palmer was a gifted preacher, a man with
evangelistic zeal and deep social concerns. His death
was in keeping with his style of life. He was not wait-
ing for it to come. He was on the move. And I like to
believe that he still is.

PRINCE A. TAYLOR. JR.
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Jishop Everett W. Palmer, res.
wdent episconal leader of (he Port:
land (Oregen) Atea, died Jan. 5
while on a vacauan 3 Palm
Sprongs, Cald

Previras (o appaintment "o 1<
Church, Glendale. Calif | and sub
sequent eleclion 1o Lhe episcopa-
s, he served the follasing paz
terates 1 Southern New Jersev:

S.Iverton Circwil, 193% - 1934,
Triniy. Highland Park, 1934 -
1942, Centenary, Camden, 1942 -
194G First Clhiureh  Asbary Park,
1846 1951,

(Sce elsewhere in Relay Bish-
op Taylar's tribute to B:shap
Palimer }
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VOL. XVI, NO. 3

R.C. Seminarien
Asks For End
To ‘Tensions’

S\ .= Fourth Chorch, il
wilie, recently enjored o visit by
Futher James Francis Belz, 0
s UNYF Father Bels is now a
deacon and piosently servinag an
mternship in St. Mary's parish
before his ordination in AMay of
1971, He is a native of Philadel
phia and o student ot St Mary s
Seminar

“rThe new  Roman  Catholic”
seiil Father Bets, “is o be seen
promarily as an indnbdual whose
sole responsibility is to us own
conscience.” He went en 1o say
that one of the obvions trends
within his Church today 15 found
in an emphasis an the personal
1clationship of the Catholic to
God and the Scriptures “When
~eholarsip began its studs of the
Bible their findings had a great
effeet upon the attitudes ol our
Chureh  leaders  and  layvmen ™
According to Fatner Betz, this
crapitasts has alwax s evssted an
the Church, hut has heen stifled
andd retarded by an over empha
a1s on teadition, “We have been
standmg sull for over thice hun
dred sears - oa Trosen Chureh
afrsifd (o meve, hut the Spiril
has ehanged all thae'

When asked to camment on the
gquestion of church unity and v
moemcismy he said: T No o longe:
can the Reoman Catholic. Churen
say that the Protestant is wrong
Vauw the emphasts should be an
f(indmg our conmmon goals and
learning  from one  another. He
felt very defintely that Protestan
s 13 motving in the very same
dircction from  whicih Catholies
have come. He sees no possibility
i the Tuture of a structural un
flv among the two Charches, hut
he feels (e pressing  pecessity
of spiviiual umon among behiey
s,

In his closing remarks Father
Yotz re emphasized the need To
an end Lo the undercover ten
<ons which exist betwen Calho
lics and DProtestants, Said Father
Belz, “What is necded s a gen
wine  relurn ooan o emphasis on
the Spimt and  His power 1w
transfom
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SNJ — Afiler a minis
Square (hurch of Canule
ary 17. The members of
perly lo the Cannan By
Camden Metropolitan B
the closing message al tl
a member ol the church, pr
ted the special musie and

of fellowship  and  refreshn
followed  the  servece.

The presead churel bad
which w.ts bt in the 1380°
the other property of the ¢
will he turned over (o the
pnant Baplist Church, They
heen mecling  in the  bui
for the past sewven yedls,
money  from e sale af
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