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Bishop Pecle Dics;
Had Led Richmond Area

Bishop  William
Walter  Pecle,  re-
tired, of The Neth-
adist Church  dicd
in his sleep Julv 1
at  his home  in
Laurinburg, N. C.
Fle  was seventy-
seven,

Funcral  services
were held inthe aminburg NMethodist
Chureh with Bishop Paul N. Guarber
of Richmond, Va.. and the Rav. Tlenry
G. Ruank, the pastor. sharing in the
ritual,

Bishop Peele was revered for Tis
aentle and gradious manner, and hich-

BISHOP PEELE

stprraBrEnR 1959

Iy regarded throughout his ministry as
an educator, pastor and administrator,
He is survived by his wife, the former
Elizabeth Lytech of Laurinbure, and
numerous kin in North and South
Carofina.

Llected a bishop of the former Meth-
odist  Episcopal  Church,  South. in
1938, Bishop Pecle presided over the
lichmond \rea for fourteen vears De-
fore retiving in 1952, The Area com-
prises the Virgmia and North Carolina
Conferences.

Bishop Peele served one term, 1942-
13, as president of the Comneil of
Bishops. and nine vears as chairman of
the Methadist Commission an Chapr
liine Tl also <enved as tnastee of Dule
ad American universities.

Bishop Pocle was a native of Gib

son, N, C.. one of ten children born
to parents who farmed siaty acres and
sent ecight of their voungsters through
college. He was a graduate of Trinity
College, now Duke University, and
held  honorary doctorates from Duke
and  Randolph-Macon  Collegc.

IT¢ entered the ministry in 1906
after serving as a professor and three
years as president of Rutherford Col-
lege, now Drevard (N. C.) College.

In 1911 he became headmaster of
Trinity Park School in Durham, N. C..
and in 1915 he was made Professor of
Bible Titerature at Trinity Colleae. Tle
returned 1w the pastorate in 19180 serv-
ing churches in Raleich, Durham and
Charlotte. and two vears as superin-
tendent of the Greensbore District prior
1o his clecion to the episcopacy.
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Life can be so meaningful for older
adults . . . in Christian experience . ..
in new friendships...in new activities
. .. in new interests.

MATURE YEARS helps these older
adults achieve these things . . . helps
them adjust to change . . . to develop
a philosophy of life that makes of life
a real adventure.

Make sure all your friends and loved
ones 60 and over have MATURE
YEARS each quarter. Just fill in the
order blank at the right and mail it
to the House serving your territory.

IHE MEIHODIST PUBLISHING HOUSE

Please order from House serving you

Baitimore 3 Chicago 11 Cincinnati 2
Dallas 1 Detroit 1 Kansas City 6
Nashville 2 New York 11 Pittsburgh 30
Portland 5 Richmond 16  San Francisco 2

Please enter the jollowing subscription fo
Mature Years for only $1.50 a year:

Name
Street or RFD
City Zone___State

Payment Enclosed

Gift card from
Ordered by
Street or RFD
City . Zone___State
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Bishop William Walter Peele, retired, of The Methodist Church
1 ‘:* r"}
died in his sleep July 1 at his home in Laurinburg, Ne C. He was 7Te
Funeral services were held July 3 in the Laurinburg Methodisb

Church with Bishop Paul N, Garber of Richmond, Va,, and the Rev, Henry

G. Ruark, the pastor, sharing in the ritual. '
Bishop Peele was revered for his gentle and gracious manner, and
highly regarded throughout his ministry as an educator, pastor and
administrator, He is survived by his wife, the former Elizabeth Lytch
of laurinburg, and numerous kin in North and South Carolinae
Elected a bishop of the former Methodist Episcopal Church, South,
in 1938, Bishop Peele presided over the Richmond Avrea for 1l years

before retiring in 1952, The Area comprises the Virginia and North

Carolina Conferences.

Bishop Peele served one term, 19h2-143, as president of the
Council of Bishops, and nine years as chairman of the Methodist
Commission on Chaplains, He also served as trustee of Duke and
American universitiese

Bishop Peele was a native of Gibson, Ne Cae, one of 10 children
born to parents who farmed 60 acres and sent eight of their youngsters
through college, He was a graduate of Trinity College, now Duke

University, and held honorary doctorates from Duke and Randolph~-
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before retiring in 1952, The Area comprises the Virginia and North
Carolina Conferences,

Bishop Peele served one term, 1942-L3, as president of the
Council of Bishops, and nine years as chairman of the Methodist
Commission on Chaplains, He also served as trustee of Duke and
American universities,

Bishop Peele was a native of Gibson, N, C,, one of 10 children
born to parents who farmed 60 acres and sent eight of their youngsters
through colleges He was a graduaste of Trinity College, now Duke
University, and held honorary doctorates from Duke and Randolph-~
Macon College.

He entered the ministry in 1906 after serving as a professor
and three years as president of Rutherford College, now Brevard (N.C.)
College.

In 1911 he became headmaster of Trinity Park School in Durham,
N.Ce, and in 1915 he was made Professor of Bible Literature at Trinity
Colleges He returned to the pastorate in 1918, serving churches in
Raleigh, Durham and Charlotte, and two years as superintendent of the

Greensboro district prior to his election to the episcopacye
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Bishop Peele Dies in His Sleep

The funeral service of Bishop William
\Walter Peele of Laurinburg, N. C., was
conducied on Friday morning of last
week, by the Reverends H. G. Ruark of
Laurinburg and Grady Kinley of Gibson,
N. C. Bishop Pecle had died in his sleep
on Wednesday morning, July 1. The
service was conducted at the First
Methodist Church in Laurinburg.

From the time of his election to the
episcopacy until his retirement, Bishop
Peele served the Richmond Area. When
he assumed charge of the (old) Virginia
Confercnce with its 10 distriets, the con-
ference membership was 168,782, The
next year with unification, the confer-
cnce embraced 14 gdistricts with a mem-
bership of approximately 230.000. At the
annual conference in 1931—shortly after
which the bishop was compeiled to re-
linquish active work, the membership
had grown to 289,168 Meamvhile, from
unification until annual conference in
1951, the number of pastoral appoint-
ments increased for this conference ap-
proximately 80,

The bishop was an indefatigable
worker and, especially during the days
of World War I were his responsibilities
heavy and pressing.

Health Improved

Bishop Pecle’s health in recent years
was generally good. He accepled oc-
casional preaching invitations and, the
cvening before his death, he made a
visit fo the home of [mends,

Bishop Pecle, as Dr. Peele hefore his
clevation to the episcopacy, held some
of the larger pastorates in North Caro-
lina Methodism; Edenton Street Church
at Raleigh, ‘I'minity at Lurham and First
Chureht at Charlotte.

Farlier he had served as preswdent of
ratherford  College, a dhureh-related,
qunior college in Burk County, and he
had taveht at his abma mater, Trinity
Colleze, now Duke Univer~hy.

The fourth of 10 chiddien Lean 1o his
parents, Alr. and Mrs, Andrew 15 Pecle
on a jarm near Scolland County town of
Gilson 1he ishop never ceased (o mar-
vel at the abulny of his parents 1o send
cight of thenr Jhldren through collese
on 1the small income from a 60-acre
farm. Four sons becanie ministers, one
a lawaer, one a leacher, and a daughter
became a mssionary o China.
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Bishop W. W. Peele

Dr. Acey Leaves
On World
Evangelism Tour

Dr. A. E. Acey, pastor of Ghent
Church, Norfolk, left New York on July
1 for a missions and evangelism tour
around the world. e first visited Brus-
scls, Paris, the Holy Land and then was
scheduled to go to Singapore, Malaya
and the Philippines, reiurning to Norfolk
the first week in September via Japan,
Hawaii and San Francisco.

Dir. Acev will spend three weeks in
both Maualava and the Philippines, where
he will tour nussion siations and con-
duct evaneehstic services A total of 12
ministers are on the irip which is spon-
sored by the Methodist Doard of Ahse
<jons and the Board of Evangelism. Dr.
Harry Denman is tour director and Dr.
J. Manning Potts, editor of The Upper
Tloom., is also a member of the group.

Winle 1t the Philippines, Dr. Acey will
cce his son. Alired E. Acey, who is with
1he armed forees there,

Dr. I2. B. Proctor wiil preach at Ghent
during Lr. Acey’s absence.

Shirkey Opens Luray
Vesper Season

Dr. Albert P, Shirkey, pastor of Mount
Vernon Place Methodist Church, Wash-
ington, D. C., was guest minister for
the opening, on Sunday evening, June
28, of the famed Sunset Vespers at Luray
(see picture of the Singing Tower on
front cover).

For 19 years the Luray Ministerial
Association has sponsored an annual
sories of 10 vesper scrvices on the lawn
of the Singing Tower. Preceding each
such service, a program of ecarillon
music is given by Charles T, Chapman
of Luray, one of America’s outstanding
carillonneurs. Services begin at 6:45
p.m. {EST).

During the vesper season minisiers of
national reputation are often heard and
there is special music by visiting choirs,
The music, the messages and the rare
beauty of the setting combine to produce
a unique and elevating cflcet upon the
worshippers.

Leadership for the establishment of
these services came largely from the
Luray Methodist Church, it is said Pres-
ent pastor at Luray is the Rev., E. J.
Nottingham, LI,

Pledges Almost Doubled
At Roeky Mount Church

Under the leadership of the Rev. IFor
est 1. Mead, pastor, the Rocky Mount
Church, Danville District, sceured a a2
per cent increase 1 pledges, as a result
of a carefully planned cvery-member
canvass.

During the past conlerence year 12
new chureh members were added, 21 on
profession.  Scventy-cight subscriptiens
1o Ui Vircuua Methodist Advecate weie
cecured, one fur every 6 7 membars, and
a week-day kindergarten was sSiUeces--
fully opcraled,

The church added a creretary (o 11
staff and there were orzanized a Moth-
odist Men's Club and a Youny Aduit
Fellowship.

The Rev. Mr. Merad was retuined al
conference for his sceond )ear.




Making The Church Music Program

By J. EDWARD MOYER,

Professor of Church Music and Speech,

Effective

Wesley Theological Seminary, Washington, D. C.
“For thc conmon things of every day, God gave men speech in the common way;
For the detper things men think and feel, God gave the poet words 1o reveal;
For the heights and depths no words can reach, God gave men music, the Soul's own speech.”

(Editorial note: Professor Moyer gave
the following address at amual confer-
ence and it was received witlx considera-
ble inferest and enthusiasm, At the re-
ques{ of several conference members who
heard the address, the Adwcate is glad
to publish it—through the kindness of the
arofessor in letling us havea copy. The
first portion of the address x given here-
with; the remamder will appear next
week.)

f it is frue, as the poct claims, that

God gave men music to be the

speech of the Soul, is it not impor-
tant that, in the church-—be it city, ca-
thedral or wayside chapel—we should
treat it with sincerity and discernment;
we should treat it with the reverent
stewardship that all of Gad's gits de-
mand? If we are honest, however, I'm
alraid we must admit that m thousands
of Methodist churches musie is regarded
as little more than a plessant artistic
and entertaining performance, with the
choice of the hymn or anthem or ORGAN
SELECTION determined by such crude
standards as favoritism (what we like)
and FAMILIARITY (what we know),
rather than WORTH SHI* (that is,
whether it 15 worthy of being presenied
to God on the altar of our worship),

The worth in music that God deserves
must be present both in the quality of
the hymns and anthems themselves, and
in the carefulness of workmanship with
which they are performed. To use in a
church service, music of noworlh is bad
enough: 1o sing such musicwnthout seri-
ous and conscicntious rchearsal is dou-
bling the offense.

Unworthy Offcrings

I would like to reproduce from the his-
torv of church music two examples of
umwvorthy musical oflermgs. The [irst
has to do with inadequacy of perform-
ance. On the back of a pew in Salem
(Mass.d Chureh is carved this stgnificant
commeoent relative 1o the singing there:

“Could cuad IKing Iinid b {or once 10
Sazlem Church repair

And hear his Psalms thus w arbled out;

Good Lad, how he would swwear,”

Or, in the maller of using hynms or
anthems that musically and/or textually
have no worth, constder ths ditty, said
fo have been <ung in religous services
about a century ago:

4

“The bells of hell go ting-a-ling-a-ling

For you bui noi for mec.

The blessed angels sing-a-ling-a-ling

Through all cternily

0O death, where is thy sting-a-ling-a-ling

O grave, thy viclory

No sting-a-ling-a-ling, no ting-a.ing-a-
ling,

But sing-a-ling-a-ling {or me.”

Poor Selcetions With Us Still

I frust there 18 not a chureh in the
Virginita Conference that would admit
such a dittyv. Nevertheless, vou and I
know that certain gospel songs, still
claim the afTection of many of us, on the
hasis of familiarily and favoritisim, at
the expense of finer hymns., So, in es-
sence, the problem 1s shll with us, It
has always seemed odd 1o me that we
Methodists should accept so completely
the authority of the Bible and the au-
thority of such liturgy as the communion
ritual, but that we refuse to accept the
authority of the hymnal. It is almost as
if we were saying ‘‘when we read the
Bible, when we experience the ritual, we
must use just the right words; but when
we sing—anything goes!”

Now, may I suddenly shift from the
negative and critical to the positive and
constructive? Is it not possible that, in
the past, church music has failed to real-
1ze its potential in the church’s program
because ils values have not been re-
vealed, and ways to achicve them have
not been discovered? In recent years,
many of us— ministers and church mu-
sicians—have been drecamng, praying
working that a means may be found for
spreading abroad the values of an effee-
tive church music program and that
ways may be developed of bringing such
a program to realty i our local
churches.

Two OQutcomes
Out of this dreaming, prasing, work-
g have issued two deselopments: first
—a growing philosophy of chureh music,

indluding udeals. standards, aims and
sugeested  provedures; secondly—
NAFOMAIL, the Natlonul Fellowship of

Methodi~t Musicians and 1he entensive
program of in-service 1raining aclruss
the church wiich it makes possible.

1t is to this matier of ideals and values
of church musie that I would dweet our
attention now., That smame has been
mportant m the story of Methodisni's

200 plus years is scif-evident. Of Charles
Wesley’'s hymns, John Wesley said:
“They conlain all the truths of our re-
lizion.”” And while the power of John's
preaching is clearly stated in the record,
one cleric of the Established Church
complained that for "one person won
over Lo Wesley by the preaching, nine
were won by {he singing.” Yes, the tra-
ditional inlluence and power of music
are clear. Now let us take a kaleido-
scopic view atl several econtributions mu-
sie can and should make to persons.

We will limit this brief consideration
to three selected arcas of uselulness:
first, music as a vehicle through which
we worship: secondly. hvmns as a means
whereby we learn Christian ideas and
ideals; third, character building values
in choir experiences. As we think of
worship on onc hand and Christian educa-
tion on the other, wo must avoid a sharp
distinetion. As we sing a hymn or listen
to an anthem in the formal worship
service, the process of Christian growth
is at work within us. Yet the primary
objectlive in the formal sanctuary serv-
jce is espressing our praise and our
prayer 1o God, with God—not ourselves
—the main object of concern. Just as
Christian education is a by-product of
worship, so worship goes on in those
church school experiences which pri-
marily are intended to scrve Christian
growth. The difference 1s one of empha-
sts—in worship God bemg the object, in
Christian gvowth the atlention being
turned o man.

“Divine Amusement”

When is musie a fit vehuele for wor-
ship expression? While in some Meth-
odist services one senses that the great-
est care has been given to the appropri-
aleness of the music as an expression
of the “worth-ship” of Geod. there are
others in which at is little more than a
“divine amusement”—a {ime when the
congregation sits back and basks pleas-
antly n the refreshing clow of a sweet
vaice, a prefy iune. a Juscious chord!
Responding  favorably 1o music  only
when it produces the effect of “pretiy-
ness" is taniamount to applying values
of the material and ihe worldly 10 what
should be the realm of 1he spiritual!

Our task at this pomnt 1s to become
senisiive lo the eliccts of varamg 1 pes
of words and music, so that we may be
able Lo distinguish between sincere wor.
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