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Bishop U. V. W. Darlington 
Dies in W. Va. at 84 

P l'vlETIIODIST B1s110P URBAN VALEN

tine \Villiams Darlington, 84, died 
October l in Huntington, \V. Va. 

Funeral services were conducted in 
the First Iviethoclist Church, Frankfort, 
Ky., led by me;nbers of the Council of 
Bishops of The IVlethodist Church. 

The bishop is sun-i,·ed by his wife, 
the former Miss Virginia Bourne of 
Stanford, Ky.; a son, Julian T., and 
a daughter, l\1rs. Kitty Darlington 
\Voods of Huntington. 

I u declining health for severnl years, 
Bishop Darlington retired in 1944 after 
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48 years in the ministry. He was the 
senior member of The l\1ethodist 
Church's Southeastern Jurisdictional 
College of Bishops. 

Described often as a "typical old 
Southern bishop," Bishop Darlington 
was known for his executive ability, 
c1·en though he carried his "office" 
in his hat. He presided over annual 
conferences with a bene1·0Jent stern
ness, and his keen wit made him one 
of the most popular platform speakers 
in the church. 

Bishop Darlington was born in 
Shelby County, Ky., on August 3, 1870, 
and was a graduate of Kentucky \Vcs
leyan College. He entered the mini~t1T 

in 1896, serving pastorates in Kentucky 
and \Vest Virginia until 1915, when he 
became president of Jviorris Harvey 
College in \Vest Virginia. 

Elected a bishop of the fonner l\1cth
odist Episcopal Church, South, in 1918, 
Bishop Darlington fir~! presided over 
the North and South Carolina con
ferences, and from 1926 to 1934 he 
headed l\1Iethodist work in Europe. 

From 1934 to lVIctho<list union in 
.1939 Bishop Darlington presided 01·er 
the Louisville, Kentucky, Illinois, 
l\lemphis and Tennessee conferences, 
and for the next four years until his 
retirement he headed the Lo11is1·ille 
Area. 
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Charles l\I. Crowe. New York, Nash,·ille, 
1954: Abingdon Press. 159 pp., $2.50. 

"Could we but put in practice the Ser· 
mon on the l\lount, all the problems of om 
poor tortured universe would he solved, all 
the difficulties, apparently insuperable, which 
confront mankind would melt like the mist 
before the rising sun." 

\Vith this quotation from A. J. Cronin, 
the pastor-author introduces this unique 
treatment of sixteen themes from the Scr
man on the Mount. Rich in illustration and 
graphic narrati,·c, these messages will re
" ard every reader. 

PAUL, by Albert N. Williams. New York, · 
1954: Association Press. 157 pp., $2.00. 

This popular biography of the world's first 
missionary is intended for modern teen-agers. 
It is one of the "Heroes of God" series"' 
edited by the author of this voluwe: Jere: · 
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O\\'n door the hook illustraks ingmions ""l's 
of making use of Rowers as an aid to gmc·1011s 
Ji,·ing. The practical suggestions arc simple 
enough for the beginner yet full of ideas fo1 
the more experienced Rower arranger, an in
dispensable guide to an)·one interested in 
Rower arrangcment.-lllargaret ]. Sprinkle. 

TABLE TALRS AND TIDBITS, rom
piled by Dorothy A. Srcvcn>. Philadelphia, 
1953: The Judson Press. 159 pp., $2.50. 

To break bread with an)one, says l\liss 
Stevens, establishes a bond of fdlowship. 
It is in tins spirit that the author has 
gathered stories and rccipd from five con
tinents, from o,v~~\\t)\\nty countries and 
from many, ·part~~Pthc United States. 

Like. one• 'who collects "conversation 
pieces"· iii chi9a, silver, or linens, and es
·Mblishes a bonp of fellowship through the 

·,experiences' .. ass.Q~ted with these objects, 
···' .. ~. ~ .._) 
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PREACHERS' PROGENY, by Clara Rea
soner Harry. New York, 1954: Vantage 
Press, 144 pp., $2.75. 

MAGGIE AND MONTANA, by Harold 
Tasrher. New York, 1954: Exposition Press, 
134 pp., $3.00. 

THOSE OF THE FOREST, by Wallace 
Byron Grange. Babcock, Wis., 1953: Flam
beau Publishing Co., 314 pp., $4.75. 

LIVES OF DESTINY, by. Donald Culross 
Peattie. New York, 1954: Houghton Mifflin 
Co., 208 pp., paper, $.25. 

NEW HANDBOOK OF THE HEAVENS, by 
Bernhard, Bennett and Rice. New York, 
1954: McGraw-Hill Book Company, 288 
pp., paper, $.50. 

GOD'S WONDERFUL WORLD, by Agnes 
Leckie Mason and Phyllis Brown Ohanian. 
New York, 1954: New American Library, 
192 pp., paper, $.50. 
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A HUNTINGTON BISHOP WITH OFFICE IN HIS HAT 

By J, A, Earl 

Bishop Darlington won fame and favor on 
both sides of the Atlantic while living in 
Huntington, His niche in American Church 
History is unique, Huntington is indebted to 
him for building the largest PI'otestant 
Church in the city - Johnson Memorial, His 
last forty years were spent here. Since he 
belonged to the traveling ministry, someone 
asked him this pertinent question: "Why have 
you lived in Huntington so long?" 

The Bishop replied with his twinkle: "I 
think it may be the convenience of natural 
gas." 

Born on a farm in Shelby County, Ken
tucky, August 3, 1870, he began earning his 
living at eight years of age, The youngest 
of twelve children, he left his "old Kentucky 
home" and came to Huntington at thirty-nine 
years of age. 

When asked why he was named Urban 
Valentine Williams Darlington, he answered: 
"There were so many children by the time I 
arrived that my parents ran out of ordinary 
names and named me for the family doctor," 

The revival meeting in which Bishop 
Darlington was converted at fifteen years of 
age was reported by the preacher with some 
measure of disappointment. He said: "We did 
not have a very good meeting, The attendance 
was good, but nobody was converted except old 
Susie So-and-so (a familiar neighborhood 
character who got converted at every annual 
revival) and little Urb Darlington." UPb was 
the janitor of the church, 

U. V. W, Darlington studied in Kentucky 
Wesleyan College but did not graduate, In 
1896 he joined the Kentucky Conference, His 
first appointment was the Washington-East 
Maysville Circuit. The next year he was 
given a small station in Washington, Three 
years later his assignment was Millersburg 
for one year, Subsequently he went to Scott 
Street Church in Covington (All in Kentucky). 

A son of James Henderson, a farmer, and 
Kitty Pennington Darlington, the Bishop 
married Lyda Clarke at Millersburg, October 
29, 1901, They had two children, Lyda Clarke 



and Urban V, w., Jr, Mrs, Darlington died in 
1911. On February 12, 1913 he married 
Virginia Bourne of Stanford, Ky, She was a 
music teacher in Mal"shall College, Huntington 
and to them wel"e born Kitty Scott and Julian Truehart. 

Transfel"l"ing to the Western Virginia 
Conference in 1905, he served the important 
St, Paul's Chul"ch in Pal"kersburg for the four 
year limit, 1905-09, St, Paul's history 
says: "Under Dal"lington • s leadership the 
church was more prosperous in every way than 
it had ever been," He organized Stephenson 
Memorial, Parkersburg, with twenty-eight members. 

His next appointment was Johnson 
Memol"ial Church, Huntington, Here he built a 
new building and the lal"gest church in the 
confel"ence, It is the largest in membership 
now of any chul"ch in Huntington, a city with 
almost a thousand more Methodists than any 
city in West Virginia. 

After four years at Johnson Memorial he 
spent five years in thl"ee offices: Conference 
Secl"etal"y of Education, Pl"esiding Eldel" of 
the Ashland District and President of Morris 
Hal"vey College, 

At the Atlanta General Conference in 
1918 Dal"lington was elected Bishop, Bishop 
u.v.w. Darlington's areas included North and 
South Cal"olina; Illinois, Kentucky and West 
Virginia; Belguim, Poland and Czechoslovakia 
in Eul"ope; the Memphis Area and the Louis
ville Area until he retired in 1944, During 
his retirement he served the Mississippi 
Area, 194 6-1! 9, due to the death of Bishop 
Dec ell in 191! 0, 

Bishop Darlington was honol"ed with the 
D. D. and LL. D, degrees and attended the 
Ecumenical Conference in Toronto in 1911, and 
1921 in London, England, Among many othel" 
positions he was president of the Board of 
Trustees of Paine (Negro) College, Augusta, 
Geol"gia and trustee of E.mery 1~n.5:1:Ji:.:,i ty, 
Atlanta, Georgia, 0~ 0-~=~ 

West Vil"ginia' s adopted Bishop preached 
salvation by grace thl"ough faith in this 
world and the next, He would say to his 
congl"egation: "If you do not get anything 
else from this service, get what I am reading 
from the Bible," 

Bishop Shol"t' s pen-picture of D~rlii:ig
ton' s preaching is a ~aluable c~ntribution 
to the history of American preaching, 

"Those who know the Bishop best know 
that above all else, he was a Gospel 

'[' preacher. He loved to preach, and when he 
preached, he preached with power, His mes
sages had simple content, but they rang the 

.,A changes on the great fu~damental ~otes of 
· the Christian faith, His preaching had 

about it a st:.•ong emotional appeal, and he 
moved his audience to both tears '!-ncl 
laughter. One invariably f~lt that he him
self was always a part of his message. Jam~s 
(v:l7 marg,) observed that "Eli~ha prayed in 
his prayers," One may l~kew7se say !hat 
Bishop Darlington preached.in his preachi~g. 
His sermons were always Bible - rooted di~
courses for the most part upon passa~es in 
the Gos;els, in Acts, in Psalms, and in the 
historical books of the Old Tes~ament. Among 
the many times I have heard him preach, I 
never heard him tackle a passage. from the 
epistles, His reading of the Scriptures was 
unusually effective, and he al~ays m'!-de 
their sacred pages live. He ~as g'!-fted with 
an unusual voice and he used its rich range 
and inflections, together wit~ the e~press
ion of his face to give dramatic meaning to 
the passage read in a way that few men seem 
to be able to do. Primarily he was an 
evangelistic preacher, The hortatory note 
was forever present in nis sermons and he 
delighted to call sinners to repentance and 
numbered his converts by thousands." 

"Bishop Darlington," says Short regard
ing his episcopacy, "belonged to the old 
South Its blood was in his veins and its 
one d~y pattern of thinking was ~is·p'!-tt~rn 
of thinking. Methodist Information, in its 
releases to the church press a.few weeks 
ago described him as a "typical old
fashioned Southern Bishop~" and so he was• 
Among the Southern Bishops in the C~llege. as 
it was constituted in the days of h'!-s ac!ive 
labors he belonged to the conservativ~ wing. 
He felt a natural kinship to such episcopal 
colleagues as Bishop Candler, Bishop Denny, 
Bishop Ainsworth, and Bishop Dickey, and 
they felt a natural kinship to him, In 1925, 
when the vote upon the first plan of Me!h
odist Union came, he was one of the f7ve 
Bishops of the Church, South who was active 
in opposition to it, In 1939, he accepted 
the idea of union, but it would scarcely ~e 
accurate to affirm that he was enthusi-



astically for it. In the later years of his 
life he was much like the last leaf upon the 
tree in the spring, and with his going a 
long chapter in the life of the church in 
the southern section of the country is 
brought to a close as now the last member of 
a small, like-minded, closely-knit, group of \ 
episcopal leaders which once towered 
mightily in the church of the South has f 
i•assed on to join the others in the Father's I 
House. 

"As an episcopal administrator, the 
Bishop operated according to the.old pattern 
in the Church, South. He maintained his 
home in Huntington, West Virginia, and from 
there he cared for the conferences which the 
cnurch assigned him in the Carolinas, in 
Kentucky, in Southern Illinois, and in 
Europe. When, with the advent of union, the 
Area system came to the southern section of 
the country, he made only partial adjustment 
to it. In the old Church Extension building 
at Louisville there is in the cloak room a 
certain peg on which he regularly hung his 
hat whenever he came to town. He would 
sometimes touch it affectionately and with a 
quiet smile say, "This is my episcopal 
residence. 11 He did not live in his area, he 
did not even live in The Southeastern Juris
diction of which he was the senior Bishop, 
for Huntington is over the line in the 
Northeastern Jurisdiction. But he did 
travel his area faithfully and tirelessly. 

"In his years as Bishop he never had a 
secretary. He answered his correspendence 
promptly, pecking out his letters on an old
fashioned typewriter, and never worrying 
about carbon copies or such endless details 
as meticulous filing. After he had written 
a letter he would then underline in pen and 
ink what he considered most important. Some
times his underlining was so full that 
practically everything in the letter was 
underlined, with the result that nothing in 
the letter was actually emphasized. 

"In the making of appointments he fol
lowed the procedures of an older day, and 
looked largely to his own counsel, though he 
showed every kindness and consideration to 
his cabinets. The element of surprise 
loomed largely in his appointment making and 
no one was ever entirely sure what was going 
to happen until the final reading of the 
appointments was completed. Under this 
system there was, of course, no question in 

the Conferences which 
interest upon the part 
laymen until the final 

he held of sustained 
of both preachers and 
benediction was said. 

"His method of holding a Conference was 
all his own. His morning devotionals were 
spiritual feasts. As he dispatched the 
business of the conference, he salted his 
presiding with just enough wit and humor to 
give flavor to even the most prosaic pro
ceedings. He loved to sing, and often he 
would lead the Conference in song. His rich 
tenor voice, when he let himself go in some 
rapture of emotion, would lift itself out of 
the singing of the group and make those who 
heard it wonder once again at the marvel of 
a faith that sets the soul and lips of man 
singing the praise of redeeming love. What
ever else may be said of his administration, 
it may be said that he ~ade his conferences 
spiritual experiences for those in attend
ance. 

"One of his chief assets as an admini
strator was that he always knew his 
preachers. Reference to this recalls for me 
the first time that, as a boy preacher, I 
was introduced to him on the streets of a 
little town where the Conference was in 
session. He was walking along the street in 
company with my presiding elder, and I was 
walking on the other side of the street in 
the opposite direction. The presiding elder 
called to me to come across the street. He 
said, "I want the Bishop to meet you." The 
Bishop reached out, took my hand, and to my 
utter surprise said with a smile, "Is this 
Roy?" Such was my own introduction to what 
later I saw verified endless times, the fact 
that he had his men identified, even the 
youngest of them, and the most limited of 
them, and was deeply concerned about them." 

Bishop Darlington was on the commission 
that made the hymnal for the new Methodist 
Church formed in 1939. Opposing Union be
fore it came, his "Magnanimous attitude to
ward Union as it affected West Virginia was 
most sportsmanlike," said Bishop E.H. Hughes 
of Moundsville. 

When Darlington was to preside at the 
Uniting Conference, he spent the better part 
of the previous night on his knees. The 
great Conference was so plagued with report
ers in Darlington's opinion that he asked 
permission to sing a solo, When he sang: 



"In Heaven above 
Where all is love 

. There' 11 nc reporters there," he re
ceived prolonged applause, 

·~ Bishop Darlington's unique personality 
made a tremendous impression upon Uniting 
Conference. There was a depth o1""'eiitot ion 
when he bade farewell on behalf of the 
American body to the fraternal delegates of 
British Methodism - Dr. Robert Bond and Sir 
Isaac Foote, All three of these men are 
tall 1 an~ Bishop Darlington called Dr, Bond 
t? his r1ght hand, and Sir Isaac Foote to 
h1s left, He took each of their hands and 
them standing thus, he addressed th~m for 
the Conference: 

"You have won our respect, but far more 
than that, you have won our hearts our 
af~ections, We love you for what you'have 
sa1d, but far beyond that we love you for 
what you are, You are the sons of Wesley. 
We hope we are. You can teach us much.,,.we 
shall be the richer after this is all over," 

A fellow townsman, Colonel George s, 
Wallace in his Cabell County History says· 
"Bishop Darlington is a man 1 s man - a~ 
unusual personality. His sympathies are 
e~sily enlisted and anyone in trouble finds 
him not only a sympathetic friend but one 
who will do all that is humanly possible to 
lighten the burden." 

His humor is seen in his blasting the 
theory that chicken was the food of all 
visiting Methodist clergymen: 

"I've eaten enough potato salad to sink 
a ship." However, he estimated that his 
chicken consumption would be sufficient to 
stock an oversjzed poultry farm, 

Bishop F. J, McConnell and Bishop u.v.w 
Darlington were as different as any two 
Bishops, but they were friends, McConnell ,. 
wrote Darlington on his eightieth birthday: 

"I rejoice in your many years and what 
you h~ve done with them, I think of you ~ 
many.times as the days go by and always with 
gratitude, You have had your own ideas and 
you have heroically held fast to them, There 
is something inspiring in the way you walk, 
and speak and act toward your fellowmen. It 
is a joy to think of you and I wish you the 
very best of the best things. 11 Francis J. 

McConnell. 

Six famous sayings of Darlington: 

"Christ alone can satisfy the soul, 
Europe needs soup, soap and salvation, A 
church without proper institutions misses 
its most wholesome function and cannot con
tinue to exist, Book reviews, nice little 
essays, and lectures may entertain,,,but it 
all will very soon evaporate, Prayer only 
opens Heaven, No nation or man has been 
great or ever will be without suffering, 11 

THE SEVEN DISTINCTIVE DEEDS OF DARLINGTON 

1. He was a college president and 
Bishop without an earned degree, 

2. He was the only Bishop to serve on 
a draft board , 

3, He was the only president of Meth
odist college to live in the college while 
president. His second son was born in the 
Morris Harvey Dorm, the part of the dorm 
that used to be the county jail. 

II. He was president of the 
Jurisdictional Conference; the new 
dictional Conference has elected all 
can Methodist Bishops since 1939. 

first 
Juris
Ameri-

5. He was the only Bishop of this cen
tury to have his office in his hat, 

6, He was the last Bishop who made 
appointments without consulting his cabinet, 

7. He lived in Huntington longer after 
nis election to the episcopacy than any 
other Methodist Bishop ever lived in one 
city, He lived in Huntington forty years. 
Mrs. Darlington resides at 5211 10th Avenue 
in Huntington, 

A man of sorrows, Bishop Darlington ex
pressed his grief in the Christian"Advocate 
July 27, 1939: 

"It was midnight and the first day of 
June was fast approaching, The place was 
Bethesda Hospital, Cincinnati, Ohio. A good 
man, Dr. Frank Nelson of Christ Church in 
that city, had watched the skillful hands of 
a good surgeon as he worked to save a 
daughter 1 s life, Her devoted mother was by 
her side and remained for the next ten days 
of prayerful and watchful waiting, 

"They were painful and anxious days.All 
was done that could be done, but in spite 
of all, the poison did its worK and the 
angels claimed her, She passed· into that 



great beyond, 

"She was thirty-six years of age, beau
tiful in face and form and possessed a voice 
that in song had comforted and helped many 
poor struggling souls, She was my own child, 
We called her Lyda Clarke, and I hope the 
angels will call her by that same beloved 
name. 

"A dear good soul has passed. I feel 
like an old tree standing out in the field 
that has been struck many times by lightning 
and the last bolt has shattered me, but I am 
still standing, My face is toward the sun
rise and with good hope I face the future." 

Bishop Short describes Bishop Darling
ton 1 s sorrows: 

"He knew what it was to wal.k a mile 
with sorrow, During the last war there 
came to him the shock of losing his oldest 
son and namesake in the Far East and then 
later he and his wife received from the in
telligence that their youngest son was also 
missing in action, For long months they 
lived through the agonizing experience of 
not knowing whether the lad was dead or 
alive until at l.ast the welcome news came 
that while his plane had been shot down, he 
himself was safe and a prisoner in Bulgaria, 
Likewise, the familiar burden and responsi
bilities of the episcopal office oftentimes 
brought suffering to Bishop Darlington. They 
were never easy for him, The care of all the 
churches weighed heavily upon his heart and 
frequently he found the making of decisions 
difficult. Amid al.l that life and office 
brought, however, he bore himsel.f with 
strength and patience for he knew experi
mentally where the living fountain of water 
is, of which if a man may drink, he will 
find a strength not his own which is made 
perfect in his weakness." 

.•• 
Another Kentuckian, Bishop Roy H. Short 

was ordained as a boy by Bishop Darlington 
and served twice in his cabinet, Bishop 
Short 1 s personal experiences and associ- " 
ations with Bishop Darlington caused him to 
look upon Darlington as "my Bishop." We 
conclude with a profile by Bishop Short, his 
memoirs on Darlington to the Council of 
Bishops in November 1954, (All quotes from 
Short used by permission although they are 
not copyrighted): 

"A simple little white church sits be
side a heavily traveled highway in Kentucky, 
It is surrounded by a grove of trees with a 
little God's Acre behind where the fore 
fathers of the haml.et sl.eep. There on an 
early June day in l.944 a large company of 
Kentuckians from throughout the state 
gathered for a simple but eloquentl.y moving 
ceremony. There were present prominent 
business men and humble dirt farmers, There 
were preachers serving almost every con
cei vabl.e type of appointment from the 
highest steeple churches to the poorest 
country circuits. There were humble house
wives and gifted women who were recognized 
leaders in church and civic affairs. There 
were members of the supreme bench of the 
state, and even the governor of the state 
himself was there, 

"The service began in the morning, was 
interrupted by an old-fashioned dinner on 
the grounds at noon, and then continued on 
until late afternoon. The purpose of the 
occasion was to give Kentucky Methodists an 
opportunity to pay a warm tribute of respect 
and love to a man who had been born among 
their hills, who had been schooled in their 
institutions, who preached effectivel.y in 
their churches and who for fourteen years 
had been their much loved episcopal leader, 
and who in a few weeks at the coming Juris
dictional Conference was scheduled for re
tirement. 

"The committee planning for the oc
casion had debated at length on plans for 
some appropriate recognition of his long 
service in the church, Numerous ideas had 
been suggested, such as a banquet at some 
large hotel or a recognition service in one 
of the leading churches of the area, but at 
l.ast the conclusion was reachea that nothing 
could be more appropriate than a general 
gathering of Methodists from all over Ken
tucky at the Grafenburg Church that had been 
the Bishop's home church, where as a child 
his steps had been set in the path that 
leads to God, and where his father and 
mother and other members of the Darlington 
family had long rested in the quiet of the 
churchyard, 

"It was in this church where 
Darlington had been converted as 
during a revival, 

Bishop 
a boy 

"All of us who were present in that 



little country church that day could not 
fail to see the essential fitness of the 
occasion as a way to honor the aging Bishop, 
for he was, and always has been a man of the 
people. He came from among the plain people. 
He understood the plain people and loved 
them and they in turn respected and loved 
him. 

(The community placed a marker 
Grafenberg Church with these words on 

"Bishop u. V. w. Darlington 
Able Administrator 
Inspirational Preacher.") 

by the 
it: 

"Bishop Darlington's great loves were 
his church, his family and pleasant home in 
Huntington, toward which from traveling in 
far places he always turned his weary foot
steps with such eagerness of heart, and his 
native state of Kentucky whose traditions 
were so largely a part of him. We Methodists 
of Kentucky loved him, and we shall be for
ever grateful for his spiritual contribution 
to our lives. 

"Bishop Darlington would never say 
goodbye. For some strange reason he would 
not allow that word to escape his lips. 
Rather, on any occasion of parting, he would 
grasp one 1 s hand and say, "I will see you 
again." So those of us 4ho knew him and 
labored with him in the Gospel rejoice that 
at last he has entered the glad haven toward 
which his footsteps moved so faithfully and 
for so long, and in full confidence and 
assurance as we realize that he has now gone 
on, we say his own familiar words, "I will 
see you again." 

He went from Huntington to his Heavenly 
Home October 1, 1954 and his body was laid 
to rest at Frankfort, Kentucky. 



A Minnesota Chippewa Indian, John,/ 
Bobolink, has become a missionary t6 
a North Dakota tribe of Sioux-the 
Chippewas' historic enemies. The 
missionary under the auspices of the 
Christian and Missionary alliance 
meets his flock at out-of-doors serv
ices whenever the weather permits. 
He preaches his sermons "right out 
of the Bible,'' he says. 

Bishop Darlington: 

DEATH COMES AT 84 
Bishop Urban V. W. Darlington, 84, 

died in Huntington, W. Va., Oct. l, 
where he began his ministry 58 years 
ago (see Newsbeat, Oct. 14). 

During the first world war, he was 
president of Morris Harvey college, 

Barboursville, W. 
Va. Following his 
election as a 
bishop of the 
Methodist Episco
pal Church, South, 
Bishop Darlington 
presided over 
Conferences in 
North and South 
Carolina, Ken

The just-announced winner of the 
first prize of $100 given by the Na
tional Conference of Christians and 
Jews for the best sermon in Michigan 
on Brotherhood Sunday is the wife 
of a Methodist minister in Warren, 
Mich. Mrs. Frederick G. Poole 
preached the sermon in the Warren 
church where her husband is pastor. 

The second round of trouble has 
been touched off between James M. 
Lawson, well-known Negro consci
entious objector, and the Selective 
Service system. Sentenced to three 
years in prison in 1951, paroled in 
1952, the former vice-president of the 
National Conference of Methodist 
Youth has been serving as a mission
ary in India. Although he was given 
permission to leave the U. S., his Ohio 
draft board has reclassified him as 
1-A. Action on an appeal is expected 
to be delayed until Mr. Lawson re
turns to this country. 

James B. Hoge, director of the 
transportation bureau of The Method
ist Church, is a new vice-president of 
the Interchurch Transportation com
mittee. The organization serves the 
transportation needs of 25 Protestant 
denominations and the Roman Catho
lic church. 

A missionary to Malaya, Tracey K. 
Jones Jr. of Syracuse, N. Y., has been 

Bishop Darlington tucky @and West 
Virginia. For 

eight years he served as bishop of 
overseas work. 

His interest in education led him 
to serve on the board of trustees of 
Paine college in Augusta, Ga., and 
as president of the board of Emory 
university in Atlanta. 

Since unification Bishop Darlington 
had been a member of the Board of 
Missions and Church Extension and of 
the commission on evangelism. 

Two of his sons were killed in action 
during World War II. He is survived 
by his wife, son and daughter. 

RECENT DEATHS,------
James F. Hoffman, 78, retired member 

of Pittsburgh, Ohio and North-East Ohio 
Conferences, in Lakeside, 0., Sept. 24. 

Mrs. William K. Barrs, wife of the 
chaplain of Fort Miley veterans' hos
pital, San Francisco, Oct. 2. 

Mrs. William H. Heppe, wife of the 
Denver (Colo.) minister, Oct. 3. 

Mrs. George M. Muller, wife of the 
pastor of Christ church, Patterson, N. J., 
in Brooklyn, N. Y., Aug. 14. 

Mrs. Orion L. Griswold, 90, widow 
of a late New England Southern Con
ference pastor, in Fall River, Mass., 
Aug. 5. 

Lock Haven, Pa., Sept. 25. .1 

former husband wa late . Wil-

CHRISTMAS AND 
WATCH NICHTf 

'A Boy 
and His Bible' 

A cynical newspaper editor, having 
trouble writing a Christmas edi
torial, has his whole outlook on life 
changed because of an office boy 
who gives him his Bible and the 
words to a Christmas carol. 1 6 mm. 
Sound. Black and white. Running 
time, thirty minutes. Rental. $9.00 

WRITE FOR NEW FOLDER 
Listing other Christmas and Watch Night 
films and filmstrips ... describing dozens 
of new films to help you build seasoned 
programs. It's free-mail a postcard today. 

THE METHODIST 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 

Please order from House seTYing you 

Baltimore 3 Chicago 11 Cincinnati 2 
Dallas 1 Detroit 1 Kansas City 6 
Nashville 2 New York 11 Pittsburgh 30 
Portland S Richmond 16 San Francisco 2 

When in Atlanta or Boston1 stop in our 
COKESBURY BOOK STORES: 

In Atlanta, 72 Broad St., N. W. 
In Boston, 577 Boylston St. 

1111i1 11 rnm:: : 1 iii! : .: ·1 J rn;:; :: :::: 1111 rn1:1 

PROMPT DELIVERY 
WRITE FOR CATALOG TODAY! 

IDWEST FOLDING PRODUCTS 
DEPT. Cl2, ROSSELLE, ILLINOIS 

Table Prayer NAPKINS and 
PLACEMATS sell on sight. 

Mr. Jones 

ta!. 

elected adminis
trative secretary 
of the Board of 
Missions. He is a 
member of Cali
fornia - Nevada 
Annual Confer
ence. Before be
ing assigned to 
Singapore, he did 
evangelistic work 
in Nanking, a for
mer Chinese capi-

The first American and also the first 
person under 30 to be appointed chair
man of the youth committees of the 
World Council of Churches is Roder
ick S. French, 23, of La Grande, Ore. 
In his first year at Union Theological 
seminary, New York city, he is also 
chairman of both the United Christian 
Youth movement and the World 
Council of Christian Education. 

James H. Bettens, retired member of 
C~<m! P•=yl.-mo Confj. :. e, in 

Mrs. C. T. Geiz,nner, · whose 

liam DeWeese, a pi ~of the 
old Columbia Ri <W'~ce, in 
Ellensburg, Wash.,.pf4~t~ ,.-~ 

Mrs. Minnie Lay~, ~·~~~'Of Bishop 
Charles Wesley jfr~s.s ,¥;~the Chi-

Six matching patterns, beau
tifully colored, each with a 
different best-loved table 
prayer. 

cago Area, in L s~.,"'Oct. 4. 
Mrs. Charles Piirlillt,Swife of the 

retired Rock ~fere'nce pastor, 
on Sept. 24. ..., 

J. Orr Powe ©,xn evangelist, 
in Marion, In .. ;; 

W. Carl Gr · , foriner director of 
the develoP. p'i·ilgram at Kansas 
Wesleyan u · Salina, in Hutch-
inson, Kan. 

OCTOBER 21, 195.J 

For cllurclz and 
'10111e 1tse. 

WRITE FOR DETAILS 

Special limited lime offer of FREE 
napkins for one church dinner. 

(1351) 19 

• 
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GOWNS 
PULPIT • CHOIR 

Satisfaction In Every Stitch since 1912 

THE PERFECT GIFT 
for YOUR MINISTER 
A Bentley & Simon 
pulpit robe will give 
him lasting pleasure 
week after week. 
Your order now will 
be ready for Christ
mas. 

Write for catalog F-2 

BENTLEY & SIMON ~ 

7 WEST 36 ST • NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

MAKE MONEY onsily nnd quickly
cither s))are or full time, selling Bibles, 
·rc~tnn1cnts, bool..s, Scri))ture mottoes. SnH. 
nu1n framed pictures. Scrjpturc cnlcndur~ 
and Bible verse J!rccling cnrds, stntionc1·y 
11nd novelties. High l·o1nmission. Send todn)' 
for free catalog and dealer's prices. 

"THE ANGELUS" ART STUDIO 
Department 110 Box 190, Auburn, Indiana 

THE METHODIST PUBLISHING HOUSE! 
Plea.so order from Houso serving you 

Baltimore 3 Chicago 11 Cincinnati 2 
Dallas I Detroit I Kansas City 6 
Nashville 2 Now York 11 Pittsburgh 30 
Portland 5 Richmond 16 San Frnnclsco 2 
Please enter the following subscription to 
THE CHRISTIAN HOME at $2.00 a year. 
Namo 
Street or RFD-----------
City ( ) Stnto::--,--:---
Glft Card from Payn1ont Enclosed_ 

----NEWS OF THE CHURCH ABROA.D--------------------

The Gospel 'Next Door to Violence' 
"Out here today we live 'next door 

to violence.' " 
In this phrase Rev. John B. Holt, 

pastor of Knox Memorial Methodist 
church in Manila, P. I., sums up 
trends in the Philippine Islands as he 
sees them. 

Against this background of violence 
-violence in primitive animism sur
viving among tribal peoples, violence 
in the struggle with Communism-the 
preaching of the Christian gospel goes 
forward. 

In the Apayao mountains, Mr. Holt 
reports, a 14-year-old boy was be
headed the other day. Why? Because 
a tribesman, very ill, asked a relative 
to kill a strong young man so that 
the invalid might have the victim's 
strength for recovery. The violence 
of superstition! 

Young American airmen from the 
naval choir in Knox Memorial went 
out from Clark field "in the heart of 
our Methodist work here in Luzon," 
to shoot down Russian fighter planes 
which had attacked a British airliner. 
The threat of Communism, too, leads 
to violence. 

Luis Taruc, since 1945 confessed 
head of Filipino Communists who 
have terrorized the land, was sen
tenced to only 12 years in prison. 
Why? "The authorities," Mr. Holt 
explains, "are afraid to make a martyr 
of him for fear of a general uprising 
by landless people who have lived 
under feudalistic oppression since the 
Spanish conquistadores of the six
teenth century.'' 

A medieval church, Mr. Holt con-

tinues, has enjoyed a monopoly of 
land in the Philippines for 400 years 
while 85 per cent of the farmers are 
still landless. "Just today the papers 
carry reports of a new peasant up
rising. 

"Political violence is but a symptom 
of the resentment that boils within. 
Just last week the governor and 19 
mayors and political chiefs of a south
ern province were sentenced to death 
for political terrorism during the elec
tions of 1952. 

"But there is a positive and hopeful 
side. President Magsaysay is giving 
inspiring leadership. There is an 
emerging educated, democratic mid
dle class. It is among these people 
our Christian churches are strongest 
and are developing a high quality of 
Filipino leadership. Missions, par
tially relieved of the old staggering 
humanitarian loads, are concentrating 
more on evangelistic tasks. We are 
in a better position to share the Chris
tian faith by friendly persuasion, love, 
clear thinking and undaunted wit-
11essa" 

Canada: 

ASK 'FOURTH R' 
The General council of the United 

Church of Canada has voted unani
mously to press for religious instruc
tion in the public schools of all 
Canadian provinces. 

The resolution proposed an inter
church committee in each province to 
keep in touch with educational au
thorities. 

The church urged provincial au
thorities to provide teacher-training 
for teachers of religion. 

England: 

QUESTION HEALING 
A difference of opinion over the 

value of services of healing is de
veloping among the British. 

In London 6,000 persons attended 
a spiritual healing service in Albert 
hall. It centered about Harry Ed
wards, 62, a "spiritual healer." 

But in Durban, South Africa, the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
church of that country adopted a res
olution advising the church to "set 
her face against all public services of 
healing.'' 

Ordered by Bishop 
Street or RFD----,--------

Area 
\'isit 

Public services of healing generate 
great stress and emotion, the docu
ment said, so that psychological ef
fects are mistaken for ··cures.'' City ( ) State cluti<.'S in 

l"ll•••1111111111•11111111111u1111111111111•••1111111111111n111111111• 
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Bishop U. V. W. Darlington Passes 

·~~m:; Lnat the Council simply reached 
for a dictionary and read Mr. Web
ster'& definition of "consult", then 
passed it down to us. 

Last rites for Methodist Bishop Urban 
Valentine Williams Darlington, 84, were 
held Monday, October 4, in Frankfort, 
Ky., following his death October 1 in 
Huntington, W. Va. 

Being a member of the General Con
ference delegation to Boston, 1948, 
when this paragraph in our Discipline 
was discussed and changed, I know the 
General Conference understood the 
word "consult" to mean what the dic
tionary says it means. The Committee 
on Mi;1istry discussed it at some length. 
It was passed with an overwhelming 
vote. In fact, I might be termed a 
gort of "insider" on its meaning. I 
worded the paragraph as it now stands. 
About this I wish to make a few simple 
observations: 

... vi u1~t.ance, one of my own 
appointments was changed once because 
another preacher had already been to 
the charge he was about to be appoint
ed to, and had left it at the end of two 
years. The cabinet had overlooked this 
important point. It would have been 
unfair to the preacher, and to the con
gregation, for him to return there. 

2. Again quoting the Council, "Evi
dently the phrase in question in para
graph 432 was designed to encourge a 
more considerate procedure in the ap
pointing of pastors to their charges." 
As one participating in the making of 
this paragraph, I bear witness that this 
is a correct surmise. The very exist
ence of paragrpah 432 is evidence that 
Methodist preachers no longer believe 
that their appointments are made in 
heaven. Neither was this paragraph 
made in heaven. It was born of a 
deep necessity of the Methodist preach
er to feel like a man, and not like a 
cog in a big, heartless machine. We 
have not yet reached the reality of a 
"Brotherhood". And we never will 
reach it so Jong as preachers and their 
families can be moved from place to 
place like checkers on a board. 

Funeral services were conducted in 
the first Methodist Church, led by mem
bers of the Council of Bishops of the 
Methodist Church. 

The bishop is survived by his wife, 
the former Viririnia Bourne of Stan
ford, Ky., a son, Juli::m T., and a daugh
ter, M1·s. Kitty Darlington ·woods of 
Huntington. 

In declining health for several years, 
Bishop Darlington retired in 1944, after 
48 years in the ministry. He was the 
senior member of The Methodist 
Church's Southeastern Jurisdictional 
Colle.;;e of Bishops. 

Described as a "typical old Southern 
bishop," Bishop Darlington was known 
for his executive ability, even though 
he carried his "office" in his hat. He 
presided over annual conferences with 
a benevolent sternness, and his keen wit 
made him one of the most popular plat
form speakers in the chU1·ch. 

HOMECOMlNG 
Leb"non MethodiRt Chnrch, Not wa~· 

charge, will observe "Hom<.>coming" on 
Sunday, October 17. 

Church school will be at 11 a. m. and 
the morning worship will be at 12 a. m. 
Lunch will be served on the church 
grounds. 

All n1ernbers. forn1er inen1Lc1·0, pa~
tors, and friends are invited. 

Lebanon Chu1·ch Commil!et>. 

Put the Advocate in Every Home! 

P:\GE TEN 

1. The paragraph on consulting the 
preachers was never intended as a meth
od for preachers to make their own 
appointments. Quoting the Council: 
"The final authority in appointing the 
preachers to their charges rests upon 
the presiding bishop." There is noth
ing in the paragraph to warrant either 
choosing 01· making demands concerning 
our appointments. 

2. Neither is the practice of super
intendents coming around before con
ference to talk of one to a half dozen 
places, then skipping them all for ~n
otlw1·, to be considered as meeting 
the requirements. Any pre-conference 
"ronsulti:rig-" is of necessity in general
ities, but this s01t of approach docs not 
meet the demands of the Discipline. 1 t 
does not meet the requil·<·ments even 
if the preacher is actually sent to one 
of these places. The "nib" is in what 
happens after the appointment is 
"do\vn". ]f con~ulting· has a11y in11lort
ance, it i:; here. 

:i. Fnrthermo1 '" quoting the Coun
l. ii, .. ~rhc :-;iJnulta1u ... ous telcasing of ap~ 
pointmc•nts to their charges Lefore the 
l'imtl reading t'Ould not he regarded as 
c·onsultation t·equired hy parugraph 

Finally, the law has been observed 
in actual practice throughout the 
church for a number of years, with cer
tain notable exceptions, principally in 
the Southeastern Jurisdiction. Some 
superintendents have practiced it at 
times even here in South Carolina. Once 
I was really consulted-only once! 

Methodism lives by law. I have heard 
that Dis~·ipline called "the Methodist 
Bible". In this little book are the rules 
by which Methodists live and work 
throughout the United States. Some 
things in the Discipline are a bit vague, 
but the law concerning "consulting" is 
not. At any rate, we now have a defi
nition of this law, handed down to us 
from the "Supreme Court" oi' The 
Methodist Church. 

SOUTH CAROLINA METHODIST ADVOCATE 



As the sheep come home, Methodists 
at the Youth Institute at Mixquieala, 
near Pachuca, retreat to the hillside for 
evening devotions. Campers visit local 
people, help them with cleaning and 
drawing water, and tell them Bible 
stories. Study groups at the camp are 
concerned with subjects which are not 
discussed in their homes-friendship, 

love, marriage. There are approximate
ly 5,000 youth of Mexico who a1·e mem
bers of The Methodist Church. The 
Rev. Manuel Flores, secretary of the 
Board of Education, and his wife are 
the directors of the youth camps and 
institutes. Most boys and girls who at
tend make great sacrifices in order to 
come. 

An International Criminal Court 
There has existed since League of Nation days an international court 

of justice sitting at The Hague in the Netherlands. However, this court 
hears only controversies involving nations. No individual is ever tried in 
this court. 

When the Second World War ended a temporary Nuremburg Court for 
the trial of German war criminals was established. In the minds of some 
persons it was unfortunate that such a "cour~ the victors" had to be set 
up. An international criminal court shoul~~e already been in existence. 

The question of an international penal t nal has been discussed in the 
United Nations since 1948. Last Augu~ special committee appointed 
by the General Assembly met in Genev~. r...an~ drew up a proposal for an 
International Criminal Court. The detaiJS ~~·oposal may be found 
in the United States Bulletin for September.~, 19lm 

. - ~ The Court would consist of 15 judg~s el!!~c;!;Jrom fifteen different na-
tions. They would be chosen from •a, list ~ .6-ilihdidates submitted by the 
members of the U. N. A principle' wbich Uie ~ectors would keep in mind 
would be that "The judges as a ~ody shoul.t-.1~s far as possible represent 
the main forms of civilization an<!<the pthic~ legal systems of the world." 
Their term of office would be niil5!' years. ~ 

What kind of crimes would, e.~· trietl/b.~~re this court? That would de
pend upon what crimes a n<itl<Jn ~e~'i:o recognize as international in 
character and subject to the,,.~r~ic}iort,"jif the court. Many nations would 
probably agree to place un~hc C<etl~ersons accused of genocide (killing 
of a race). <§= °" 

No categories of punisl;!i.Dent are spelled out. Article 32 stipulates that 
"the court shall impose Won an accused, upon conviction, such penalty as 
the Court may determine, subject to any limitations prescribed in the instru
ment confening jurisdiction upon the Court." 

The accused would be presumed innocent until proven guilty. He would 
have the right to be present at all stages of the proceedings, the right to 
conduct his own defense or be defended by counsel of his own choice, He 
would have the right to be heard by the Court but not compelled to speak. 
His refusal to speak would not be relevant to the determination of his guilt. 

OCTOBER 14, 1964 

South Carolina Increases Giving 
On Advance Mission Specials 

Word has just been received from 
Bishop Newell Booth of Africa express
ing appreciation to the South Carolina 
Conference for the gift of a truck to 
Rev. Joe Maw: "You have in reality 
doubled our building efficiency at Min
ga-it is almost like adding another 
worker." 

Brother D. L. Betts, South Carolina 
missionary serving in Brazil, writes of 
his appreciation for the $12,383.65 
which has been contributed toward the 
building of the Wesley Church in Porto 
Alegre. He is confident that the Meth
odist people of South Carolina will not 
be satisfied until they have raised the 
amount they set out to raise: $25,000. 

You can see from those words from 
Brother Betts that we are only half way 
toward the goal. It is hoped that by 
Conference time we will be much 
farther along. Churches planning ac
ceptances for Missions Specials for the 
new year are urged to keep in mind 
this project. Other projects which are 
our immediate concern include building 
new churches in the Savannah River 
area, Methodist Student Centers at the 
University of South Carolina and Win
throp College and contributions for agri
culture missions in the Belgian Congo. 

The work among our Negro brethren 
at John's Island near Charleston is one 
to which we can well direct some of 
our specials. Here is a need in our 
conference that has long called to us. 

The best way to assure an adequate 
Mission Specials for each church is to 
have it included in the church budget. 
We hope that each official board will 
consider the needs of our world and sa('
rificially plan to help meet them by 
assuming ndequate Advance Specials. 
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Bishop a;.1arlington Dies 

BISHOP URBAN V W. 
J;l;1RLINGTO~. . . 

Last riks fur Methodist Bishop lJrban 
Valentine Williams Darlington, 84, were 
heltl Monday, October 4, in Fi·nnkfort, 
Ky., foJJowing his death October 1 in 
Huntington W. Va. 

Funenil sel"\0 iccs were conducted in 

ihe Fll"sl Mtehodist Church, led by 
mem bC'rs of the CounL·1! of Bishops of 
the Methodist Church. 

The bishop is >lll 1·1ycd by his wif<', the 
fo1 n1<..'l' 1\li~s V1rginia Bou1 ne of Sta11-
iu1 d, Ky.; a !>on, Juli,1n '1'., antl a 
d•rnght<'r, Mrs. Kitty D.irlrngton Woods 
oJ llunt1nglon. 

In (kdmrng heal!h for ;C'vcr;il Y<':lrs, 
Bishop Darii11glu11 1cti1etl in 1944 <•ltvr 
·J8 ,\\',tJ~ JH !He n11111s11,y. Jie \\'as. 1hc 

' 

!'vnior Jltl'll1ber uf thl.1 ).IL•thud1 .... t ~·, 
l'hu1<.h

0

!) Soul h1..•<•~lt•J n Jut j.;odlt'UonaJ 
t 'ol lt•ge of ]~1:--hops. 

Dt"··e11ht d oJh·n os a "l~p1c:d old 
Soulht•J 11 lJ1 .... hop,' 1 J~i:-.ho1> JJ;tt·J1ngto11 

\\,I!:> hnu\\ll Jot' hi!:i vx<·•·ut1ve ah1l1ty, 
<-\·,_.n though he l'c-ll 1 ied J11s ··ofl ll't"' i11 

his hat. lll~ }H't•sidt•d O\l r ~11111u.tl t·o11-

Jc.·1c..•n<'<>S \\'Ith d b1·1u:\olt•nt :-.tc..·1nnt·:-.:-., and 
l1is k.ec-11 \Vit n1<1dt.-> hii.n one of the 1nost 
popular p]a\IOl'111 t>pL•nkl·1·:.; in tJ1c cl1urcl1. 

1939 Bbhop Darlington JH"esidc·d over 
!he LuusivilJe, KL•11tuck.v, lll!nuis, Mem
phis and 'I'er111(.:s:>ee con l ercnccs, a11<1 Jor 
tJ1c next Jour .Y<..'a1s until his ret.irt.·n1t..•nt 
he headed the Lou1sv1lle Arca. 

Called out of retirement, he 
11eaded the Jackson .4.rea folio\\ ing 
the untimP)y death of the beloved 
Bishop J. Lloyd Der.e II. lie was 
"ucct•eded by Bishop Franklin in 
1948. 

... 
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Bishop &.1arlington Dies 

Cou11fyJ J{.v., on :\ 11,~u ... t 3, 1870, and ,vas 
a gi nduatc of Kcntu<'k,y Wl'~l<'YHll Col
lege. He entl'rc-cl !he minbtry in 1896, 
&cl'ving })<1 ... tu1 a1Cs in }{(.'nt ueky und 
West V1rgm1a until 1915, whC'n he be
came prL·;1dc·nl of )101 ns Jlan"<'Y Col
]c.:-gc ju \VC'bl Virginia. 

Ek<:ted a ubhup of the foi mcr Melh
octbt Epbcopal Chwch, South in 1918, 
Bbhop Dai Jrngton Ji! ~t pn'"idl'd over 
the No1 th and South C«t'olina confer
Ull'Cs, :<nd f1 o.n J!J26 to 1934 he headed 
Mvthodbt work in E111 ope•. 

Frc..m l934 to Methodist union in 

9 
;IJ139 Bbhop D.u-lington p!'c;Jded over 
ltic Lvu:-.iv1Jlc, J{eutu<:k.V, 1llinu1~, .l\llt·1n
bh1s anti 'fennt·s~t·c <:u11t<·rt•nct·s, anc..1 for 
Q}c next lour yL•;us until his 1ell1en1ent 

h~ hc•,;dc•d the Loubville Arca. 
1-.j Called out of retiremPnt, he 
I; J1caded the Jackson Area following 
~;the untiml'ly death of the bt'loved 
r ' 1 ;Bbhop J, Lloyd Deccll. lie was 
Ui.ucccedt'd by Bishop :Franklin iu 
~ 1948. 
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II A LIFT FOR LIVING'' 
• . . 

By Dr. Ralph W. Seckman 

. . 
THE MOST MISUNDERSTOOD VIRTUE 

"Blessed are the meek, for they shall 
inherit the earth." So the Bible tells us. 
But ~o we believe it? An English pe
,..inrl.te.a1 in -:i ~nirit of irony once offered 

A man may say of another, "Yes, he 
knows more than I do, but he hasn't 
as good taste" or "Yes, he kriows more. 
than T tin l-.n+ ,..,,.,. .; ... .-.'"° ..1-!- - - - -A .... t. 

nparison, like cheap stage jewelry. 
~ want to be just, but we see that full 
:tlce is beyond our power. We long 
be kind, but we see that kindness calls 
~ a grace too gerat for us. 

It worldly men remain too blind to 
lieve in the virute of humility, then,. 
llessed are the meek, for they shall 
b.erit the earth" after the proud have 
lled themselves off trying t~ possess 

(Copyright 1954, General Features 

- "' 
LETTERS 

To The Editor 

Goines Centennial 
Dear Editor: 

• I .. 
Enclosed is an article about a cen

tennial celebrat~on which we at Gaines 
Chapel, Corinth, are ~planning :for 
November 1. We hope you will print it 
ill our MISSISSIPPI ADVOCATE as 
soon as is convenient. And we would 
be honored if you could find time to 
be present with us on this occas.ion too. 

-' The ADVDCA'.fE gets b~tter all th, 
lvhile. We are proud of it! 

Sincerely, 
Mrs. W. R. McCormack 

Corinth 
P. S. Hope you can use the enclosed 
picture of Gaines Chapel as she looks 
today. 

Editor's Note: See story and picture 
elsewhere in this. issue. Congratulations 
Gaines Chapel friends. 

. Diversified Church .. 

q 

ll 
I< 

Oct. 10, 1954 
Collins, Miss. 

Dear Editor: 
Lone Star Methodist Church was ?r

ganized fourteen years ago. Eight years 
e.go the Sunday School was organized. 

Our officers consists of superintend
ent, a Presbyterian, adult teacher, Bap-· 
tist and primary teacher, Presbyterian. 
Intermediate and junior teachers, Meth
odists. 

The pupils are a general mlsture. 
_ Let us hear from any similar Sunday 
SchooL 

. Mrs. Virga Rutland, 
'1 

Rt. 1,. Collins, Mississippi 
Lone Star Methodist Church 
Williamsburg Charge 
Hattiesburg District 

District Conference's 
North Miss. Conference 

NOVEMBER 

9-Aberdeen at Plantersville 
10-Colombs at Central 
11-Cleveland at Shaw 
15-New Albany at Ingomar 
16--Greenwood at Lexington 
17-Sardls at Greenleaf 

Heidelberg Revival 
: Is Oct. 31 - Nov. 5 

The Annual Revival at Heidelberi: 
will be held October 31 - November 5, 
Morning services a\ 8:30 and evening 
~urvlces at 7: 00. 

The. Rev. Robert M. Matheny ot 
Jackson ia to be guest preacher. The 
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Gaines Centennial 

By Dr. Ralph W. Sackman 
Dear Editor: 

• I 

Enclosed is an article about a cen
tennial celebration which we at Gaines 
Chapel, Corinth, are • planning for 
November 7. We hope you will print it 
in our MISSISSIPPI ADVOCATE as 
soon as is convenient. And we would 
be honored if you could find· time to 
pe present Vfith us on this occas.ion too. 

- . 
THE MOST MISUNDERSTOOD VIRTUE 

"Blessed are the meek, for they shall 
inherit the earth." So the Bible tells us. 
But do we believe it? An English pe
ri.nr.til-aJ in ., 0..:1.,jrit of irony once offered 

A man may say of another, "Yes, he 
knows more than I do, but he hasn't 
as good taste" or "Yes, he .knows more 
than T rln h11t- hn .;.,..,,,.,. ..:J ... ~ .... - .. - -~--~\.. 

- .. The ADVOCATE gets b~tter all th1t 
~hile. We are proud of it! 

Sincerely, 
Mrs. W.R. McCormack 

Corinth 
P. S. Hope you can use the enclosed 
picture of Gaines Chapel as she looks 
today. 

Editor's Note: See story and picture 
elsewhere in thls issue. Congratulations 
Gaines Chapel friends. 

Diversified Church 

Dear Editor: 

Oct. 10, 1954 
Collins, Miss. 

Lone Star Methodist Church was 11r
ganized fourteen years ago. Eight years 
ago the Sunday School was organized. 

Our officers consists of superintend
ent, a Presbyterian, adult teacher, Bap-· 
tist and primary teacher, Presbyterian. 
Intermediate and junior teachers, Meth-

nparison, like cheap stage jcweiry." od!sts. 
: want to be just, but we see that full The pupils are a general mlsture. 
;tice is beyond our power. We long . Let us hear from any similar Sunday 
be kind, but we see that kindness calls SchooL 
- a grace too gerat for us. ,l;; Heidelberg Revival - :11 

It worldly men remain too blind to f ·: IS Oct 3 l N S 
lieve in the virute of b umility, then 0 !~ , • • OV • 
:lessed are the meek, for they shall l : The Annual Revival at Heidelberg 
ilerit the earth" after the proud have f:'i will ~ held October 31 - November 5, 
lied themselves off trying to, possess \.; Morning services at 8:30 and evening 

(J services at 7:00. 
(Copyright 1954, General Features \\ The. Rev. Robert M. Matheny of 

,J"i!ckson is to be _guest preacher. The 
pastor is the Rev. Floyd 0. Lewis. 
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MEl\IOIR ON BISHOP U. V. W. 
DARLINGTON 

by Bishop Roy H. Short 

There is a simple little white 
church which sits beside a 
heavily:- traveled highway in 
Kentucky, which is largely un
noticed by the hundreds of busy 
travelers who constantly pass by 
so swiftly in their cars. It is 
like thousands of country and 
village churches to be found 
everywhere throughout the land, 
surrounded by a grove of trees 
and with a little God's acre be
hind It where the forefathers of 
the hamlet sleep. There on an 
early June day in 1944 a large 
company of Kentuckians from 
throughout the state gathered 
for a simple but eloquently mov
ing ceremony. There were pres
ent prominent businessmen and 
humble dirt farmers. There 
were preachers serving almost 
every conceivable type of ap
pointment from the high steeple 
churches to the poorest of coun
try circuits. There were humble 
housewives and gifted women 
who were recognized leaders in 
church and in civic affairs. 
There were members of the su
preme bench of the state, and 
even the governor himself was 
there. The service began in the 
morning, was interrupted by an 
old-fashioned dinner of the 
grounds at noon, and then con
tinued on until late afternoon. 
The purpose of the occasion was 
to give Kentucky Methodists an 
opportunity to pay a warm tri
bute of respect and love to a 

every annual revival} and little 
Urb Darlington." 

All of us who were present in 
that little country church that 
day could not fail to sense the 
essential fitness of the occasion 
as a way to honor the aging 
bishop, for he was, and always 
had been, a man of the people. 
He came from among plain peo
ple. He understood plain peo
ple. And he knew and loved 
them, and they in turn respected 
and loved him. 

hortatory note was forever pres
ent in his sermons and he de
lighted to call sinners to re
pentance and numbered his con
verts by the thousands. 

iences for those in attendance. 
One of his chief assets as an 

administrator was that he al
ways knew his preachers. Ref
erence to this recalls for me the 
first time that, as a boy preach
er, I was introduced to him on 
the streets of a little town where 
the Conference was in session. 
He was walking along the street 
in company with my presiding 
elder, anti I was walking on the 
other side of the street Ui the 
opposite direction. The presid
ing elder called to me to come 
across the street. He said, "I 
want the bishop to meet you." 
The bishop reached out, took my 
hand, and to my utter surprise 
said with a smile, "It this Roy?" 
Such was my own introduction 
to what later I saw verified end
less times, the fact that he had 
his men identified, even the 
youngest of them, and the most 
limited of them, and was deeply 
concerned about them. 

-man who ·had been born among 
their hills, who had been 
schooled in thelr institutions, 
who had preached effectively in 
their churches and who for four
teen. years had been their much
loved episcopal leader, and who 
now in a few weeks at the com
ing Jurisdictional Conference 
of the Southeastern Jurisdiction 
was scheduled for retirement. 
The committee planning for the 
occasion had debated at length 
on plans for some appropriate 
recognition of his long years of 
service in the church. Numerous 
ideas had been suggested, such 
as a banquet at some large hotel 
or a recognition service in one 
of the leading churches ·of the 
area, but at last the conclusion 
was reached that nothing could 
be more appropriate than a gen
eral gathering of Methodists 
from all over Kentucky at the 
little Graffenberg Church that 
had been the bishop's home 
church, where as a child his 
steps had been set in the path 
that leads to God, and where 
his mother and father and other 
members of the Darlington 
family had long rested in the 
quiet of the churchyard. 

It was in this church where 
Bishop Darlington had been 
converted as a boy during a re
vival meeting. A long ago 
preacher, with the love of souls 
in his heart and coveting large 
results for his Lord, on occasion 
reported the meeting with some 
measure of disappointment. He 
said, "We did not have a very 
good meeting. The attendance 
was good but nobody was con
verted except old Susie So-and
So <a familiar neighborhood 
character who got converted at 

Bishop Darlington belonged to 
the old south. Its blood was in 
his veins and its one day pat
tern of thinking was his pat
tern of thinking. METHODIST 
INFORMATION, in its releases 
to the church press a few weeks 
ago, described him as "a typical 
old-fashioned southern bishop," 
and so he was. Among the 
Southern bishops in the college 
as it was constituted in the days 
of his active labors he belonged 
to the conservative wing. He 
felt a natural kinship to such 
episcopal colleagues as Bishop 
candler, Bishop Denny, Bishop 
Ainsworth, and Bishop Dickey, 
and they felt a natural kinship 
to him. In 1925, when the vote 
upon the first plan of Methodist 
union came, he was one of the 
five bishops of the Church, 
South, who were active in op
position to it. In 1939 he ac
cepted the idea of union, but it 
would scarcely be accurate to 
affairm he was enthusiastically 
for it. In the later years of his 
life he was much like the last 
leaf upon the tree in the spring, 
and with his going a long chap
ter in the life of the church in 
the southern section of the 
country is brought to a close as 
now the last member of a small, 
like-minded, closely-knit group 
of episcopal leaders which once 
towered mightHy in the church 
in the South has passed on to 
join the others in the Father's 
House. 

Those who know the bishop 
best know aboV,e all else, he was 

As an episcopal administrator, 
the bishop operated according 
to the old pattern in the Church, 
South. He maintained his home 
in Huntington, West Virginia, 
and from there he cared for the 
conferences wl;iich the church 
assigned him in the Carolinas, 
in Kentucky, In southern Illinois, 
and in Europe. When, with the 
advent of union, the Area sys
tem came to the southern sec
tion of the country, he made 
only partial adjustment to it. 
In the old Church Extension 
bulld~ng at Louisville there is 
in the cloak room a certain peg 
on which he regularly hung his 
hat whenever he came to town. 
He would sometimes touch it 
affectionately and with a quiet 
smile say, "This is my episco
pal residence." He not only did 
not live jn his Area, he did not 
even live in the Southeastern 
Jurisdiction of which he was the 
senior bishop, for Huntington is 
over the line in the North
eastern Jurisdiction. But he 
did travel his Area faithfully 

One who knew Bishop Darling
ton well cannot think of him 
without being reminded of how 
deeply he knew what suffering 
is. His knowledge of suffering 
etched Itself in the lines of his 
face, and found echo as an oft
sounded note in his sermons. He 
knew often what it was to walk 
a mile with sorrow. During the 
last war there came to him the 
shock of losing his oldest son 
and namesake in the fighting in 
the Far East and then later he 
and his wife received the intel
ligence that their youngest son 
was also missing in action. For 
long months they lived through 
the agonizing· experience of not 
knowing whether the lad was 
dead or alive until at last the 
welcome news came that while 
his plane had been shot down, 
he himself was safe and a pris
oner of war in Bulgaria. Like
wise, the familiar burdens and 
responsibilities of the episcopal 
office oftentimes brought suffer
ing to Bishop Darlington. They 
were never easy for him. The 
care of all the churches weighed 
heavily upon his heart and fre
quently he found the making of 
decisions difficult. Amid all that 
life and office brought, however, 
he bore himself with strength 
and patience for he knew exper
imentally where the living foun
tain of water is, of which if a 
man drink, he will find a strange 
strength not his own which is 
made perfect in his weakness. 

and tirelessly. r. 

In all his years as a bishop 
he never had a secretary. He 
answered his correspondence 
promptly, pecking out his letters 
on an old-fashioned typewriter, 
and never worrying about car
bon copies or such endless de
tails as meticulous filing. After 
he had written a letter he would 
underline in pen and ink what 
he considered most important. 
Sometimes this underlining was 
so full that practically every
thing in the latter was under
lined, with the result that noth
ing in the letter was actually 
emphasized. 

In the m a k ! n g o f th e 
appointments he followed the 
procedures of an older day, and 
looked largely to his counsel, 
though he showed every kind
ness and consideration to his 
cabinets. The element of sur
prise loomed largely in his ap
pointment-making and no one 
was ever entirely· sure what was 
going to happen until the final 
reading of the appointments was 
completed. Under this system 
there was, of course. no question 
in the Conferences which he 
held of sustained interest upon 
the part of both preachers and 
laymen until the final bene
diction was said. 

a Gospel preacher. He loved to 
preach, and when he preached 
he preached with power. His 
messages had simple content, 
hut they rang the changes on 
the great fundamental notes of 
the Christian faith. His preach
ing had about it a strong emo
tional appeal, and he moved his 
audiences to both laughter and 
tears. One invariably felt that 
he hismelf was always part of 
his message. <James v:17 Marg.) 
observed that "Elisha prayed ffi 
his prayers." One may likewise 
say that Bishop Darlington 
preached in his preaching. His 
sermons were always Bible
rooted discourses, for the most 
part upon passages in the Gos
pels, in Acts, in the Psalms, and 
in the historical books of the 
Old Testament. Among the 
many times that I have heard 
him preach, I never heard him 
tackle a passage from the epis
tles. His reading of Scriptures 
was unusually effective, and he 
always made their sacred pages 
live. He was gifted with an 
unusual voice and he used its 
rich range and infiections, to
gether with the expression of 
his face to give dramatic mean
ing to the passage read in a 
way that few men seem to be 
able to do. Primarily he was 
an evangelistic preacher. The 

His method of holding a Con
ference was all his own. His 
morning devotionals were spirit
ual feasts. As he dispatched the 
business of the conference, he 
salted his presiding with just 
enough wit and humor to give 
flavor to even the most prosaic 
proceedings. He loved to sing, 
and often he would lead the 
Conference in song. His rich 
tenor voice, when he let him
self go in some rapture of emo
tion, would lift itself out of the 
singing of the group and make 
those who heard it wonder once 
again at the marvel of a faith 
that sets the soul and lips of 
man to singing the praise of 
redeeming love. Whatever else 
may be said of his administra
tion, it may be said that he made 
his conferences spiritual exper-

Bishop Darlington's great loves 
were his church, his family and 
pleasant home in Huntington, 
toward which from traveling in 
far places he always turned his 
weary footsteps with such eager
ness of heart, and his native 
state of Kentucky, whose tra
ditions were so larg~ly a part of 
him. We Methodists of Ken
tucky loved him, and· we shall be 
forever grateful for his spiritual 
contribution to our lives. 

Bishop Darlington would never 
say goodbye. For some strange 
reason he would not allow that 
word escape his lips. Rather, on 
any occasion of parting, he 
would grasp one's hand and 
say "I will see you again." So 
those of us who knew him and 
labored with him in the Gospel 
rejoice that at last he has en
tered the glad haven toward 
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which his footsteps moved .so 
faithfully and for so long, and 
in full confidence and assurance 
as we realize that he has now 
gone on, we say in his own 
familiar words, "I will see you 
again." 

RETIRED MINISTERS
THANK YOU 

E. Hampton Barnette 
Our modern cinema In any di

mension can never equal the 
drama which was played on the 
stage of our early American 
scene by those brave Circuit 
:Riders and their wives. 

Those heroes who split the 
.stillness of the brisk mornings 
with the clop, clop, clop, of the 
feet of their favorite steeds, as 
they stitched in and out of the 
woodlands and farms to find the 
little church by the highway 
havt' immortalized the nobility 
of our services in the Christian 
mi~'is~rv. 

Those faithful mothers of the 
parsonage homes kept alive the 
eternal fires of devotion, ambi
tion, and spiritual life among 
the children who have risen up 
to call them ''blessed." 

It was from these little by
way churches that came our 
mighty temples, cathedrals, and 
places of worship in the centers 
of our population. 

These Christian Fathers and 
Mothers gave to this generation 
now faltering in their trails that 
courage and faith that stands 
firm against the temptations of 
our modern ministers. Their vi
carious services and suffering 
have brought our modern min
isters to the citadels of security 
unknown to any generation in 
the_paat. 

Our hearts have often grown 
sore with sadness when our 
Fathers and :Srethren came 
with unsteady tread to our An
nual Conference to receive their 
last appointments-"Gone home, 
servants of God." 

Some of us have silently cried 
our hearts out when we have 
heard them say, "I know where 
I am going this year, time has 
made m y appointment. My 
church has nothing further that 
I can do." By some strange hope 
an d imagination t h e y h av e 
dreamed that they would still 
hear their names read out for 
another appointment. 

We have watched them when 
the last appointment was read, 
and their names remained silent, 
as the:v walked silently out of 
the conference. Their moving 
lips seemed to be saying with 
Ralph Waldo Emerson: 

"Anq when I'm laid qeneath the 
pm es 

Where the evening star so latedy 
shines, 

I'll laugh at the lore and the 
pride of man, 

The Sophist's School, and the 
learned clan, 

For what are they all in their 
self conceit, 

When God in the bush with man 
can meet." 

"Goodby proud world, I'm going 
home." 

They go back, empty the par
sonage, drop their tears of fare
well on the well-worn furniture, 
with sacred and holy memories 

J>nl!'e 6 Th .. KP.ntnckv Methodist 

of their children, now gone. They 
limp off to their abode, and 
within an average of two years 
they have joined heir kindred in 
thP. "City of the dead." 

Browning has expressed their 
feeling which stuck in their 
throats in his Rabi Ben Ezra. 

"Grow old along with me 
The best is yet to be 
The last of life for which 
The first was made." 

They could not say that, for 
they thought their best was in 
the past. 

Words refUse to come with 
which we can fully and ade
quately express our thanksgiv
ing, and deep appreciation of 
our Fathers and Mothers in 
modern Israel. These are they 
who have borne the "burden and 
the heat of the years." 

Not many human beings have 
seen the dazzling crown hanging 
over their heads. But one of our 
greatest of the early Fathers, St. 
Paul, was filled with a vision 
common to all faithful minis
ters. when he saw the stars col
lecting in his heaven for the 
rlindem to c:rown his head. 
"Henceforth there is laid up for 
me a crown." Ministers are not 
seekers of crowns, but they can
not keep them from being placed 
upon their faithful heads. 

We bear our thanks and ap
preciations away to heaven, to 
the brightest spots on earth, 
where these "Faithful ministers" 
found us, and to their humble 
homes, and to their rich hearts, 
we extend our deep thanks, and 
highest love which transcends 
that "Immortal sea." The least 
we can say is, "Thank you, Dear 
retired preachers, we dearly love 
you for letting us see some "bet
ter things" that you have pro
vided for us through the riches 
of your grace and unselfish de
votion to our church during your 
active and vigirous ministry of 
the Gospel of Christ. 

-~-··--
A MODERN TRANSLATION 
OF I CORINTHIANS 13 

by L. R. Buskirk 
The following modern inter

pretation of the 13th Chapter of 
I Corinthians was sent to our of
fice by Rev. L. R. Buskirk, pastor 
of J u n c ti o n C i t y Methodist 
Church. Brother Buskirk ex
plains the writing of this par
ticular chapter as follows: 

"Last year while recuperating 
fr~r1 a broken ankle, I had a lot 
of time to read and meditate and 
while reading I Corinthians 13 it 
suddenly came to me that this 
message of love ought to be tied 
in with the vernacular of the 
Methodist people. This may not 
be "rightly dividing the word of 
truth" but it is not meant to be 
irreverent nor disrespectful, 
but a light way of presenting 
some serious thought in every
day terminology." 

The translation is as follows: 
Though I speak with the 

tongues of District Superintend
ents and Bishops and have not 
love, I am become as an organ 
discord and an off-key choir. 

And though I give all my time 
to Committees and Boards, and 
thcur;h I know the Methodist 
Program from top to bottom, 
nncl though I shall have enough 
faith to make Appointments, 

and have not love, I am as a 
poor Backslider. 
Add-A Modern Translation .. 

And though I give my Tithes 
and Offerings to the Church, 
and though I work night and 
day for it, and have not love, it 
will not gain me Heaven. 

Love gives me patience and 
consideration for others; Love 
keeps me from envy, and vain 
boastings of my trips to General 
Conference. 

Makes me behave at Board 
Meetings, tolerant of the view
point of others; keeps me calm 
and thinking good thoughts 
when my motion is not carried. 

Keeps me from gloating over 
the failure of brother Pastors 
and helps me love God's Truth 
more than "politics." 

Helps me t~ the other cheek, 
believe that our Church can yet 
save the world, and to go the 
"second mile" with the w.s.c.s. 

Love is eternal, but whether 
there be Programs' they shall 
fail; whether there be "cliques" 
they shall be silenced; whether 
there be Doctrines they shall 
wane. 

For we know but little and we 
nreach but little, but the new 
Quadrennium will reveal all. 

When I was young in the 
work I sought the city stations 
hut I finally grew up and came 
to see that our main strength is 
in the rural circuits. 

For now I see only a dim re
"fiection of the fruits of my la
bors, but one day more fully, 
and then I shall understand my 
Bishop's decisions. 

And now abides Ordinances, 
Conferences and Appointments, 
but the greatest of these is Ap
pointments. 
July 27, 1955 -------The sun shines after every 
storm; there is a solution for 
<>very problem; and the soul's 
highest dutv is to be of good 
cheer.-Ralph W. Emerson 

If you lose your temper it is a 
sign that you have wrong on 
your side.-Chinese Proverb 

There is only one way to im
''rnve ones work-love it.-High
ways of Happiness 

All my life I searched for the 
pot of gold at the foot of the 
rainbow; now I've found it at 
t.he foot of the Cross.-Dale 
Evans Rogers, Spiritual Diary 

We never become truly spirit
ual by sitting down and wishing 
to become so. You must under
take something so great that you 
cannot accomplish it unaided. 

-Phillip Brooks 

Everything that God has made 
can become an insrument for 
good or for evil, according to the 
use we put it to.-Vianney. 

Justice discards party, friend
ship and kindred, and is there
fore represented as blind.-Jo
seph Addison 

@ 
No man ·can follow Christ and 

go astray.-Allen L. Faunce 

There is no good· in arguing 
with the inevitable. The only ar
gument available with an east 
wind is to put on your overcoat. 
-James Russell Lowell 

VACATION SCHOOLS HELD 
The Vacation School has be

come an integral part of the 
program of Christian education 
in many churches throughout 
the Conference. It is a valuable 
aid in the work particularly with 
children and more churches 
should take advantage of this 
special opportunity to give the 
children of the church increased 
help in the Christian Way of 
life. 

The testimony of many pastors 
is that the boys and girls in the 
Vacation School receive vastly 
more information during the 
time of the School than they 
get in six months of regular 
Sunday sessions. There are many 
reasons for this. In the Vaca
tion School, the sessions are 
longer, there are fewer interrup
tions, there is less time between 
sessions when the pupils tend to 
forget what was learned from 
week to week and more complete 
concentration is given to the 
task in hand. 

The following churches have 
reported Vacation Schools: 

A s h I a n d District - Ashland 
Centenary, Ashland First, Ash
land Second, Betsy Layne, Bus
seyville. Cannonsburg, Catletts
burg First, Louisa First, Paints
ville First, Raceland, Prestons
burg First, Russell Meade Me
morial, Salyersville, Vogel-Day· 
and Wurtland. 

Barbourville District - Bar -
bourville, Harlan, Hazard, Loy
all, Mary Helen and Wh1tesburg. 

Covington District - Alexan
dria, Asbury Chapel, Covington 
Main Street, Covington Shinkle, 
Falmouth, Florence, Ft. Thomas. 

Danville District - Danville, 
East Bernstadt, "Liberty, London, 
Mackville and Antioch, Mace
donia, McKendree, Mt. Gilead, 
Paint Lick, Science Hill, Twin 
Branch, Wisemantown, Wyatt's 
Chapel, Lamero. 

Frankfort District - Camp
bellsburg. Carrollton, Eminence, 
Frankfort, Lawrenceburg, Shel
byville and Sulphur. 

Lexington DIStrict - Campton, 
Georgetown, Lexington First, 
Lower Curry. 

Maysville District - Flemings
burg, Hillsboro, Maysville Cen
tral, Millersburg, Mt. Olivet, 
South Portsmouth and Washing
ton. 

Blanks for reporting the Va
cation Schools have been sent 
out in two mailings to the pas
tors. It is important that we re
ceive reports from all schools 
held. If you do not have a re
port blank, we will be glad to 
send additional copies to anyone 
requesting one. 

Never try to reason prejudice 
out of a man-it was not reas
oned into him, and cannot be 
reasoned out.-Sydney Smith 

Every saint is just a repentant 
sinner who kept trying.-Nuggets 

The most valued thing in the 
world is the human brain, -and 
the worst enemy of the brain in 
modern society is beverage alco
hol.-Dr. George A. Little 

If a man does not make new 
acquaintances as he passes 
through life, he will soon find 
himself left alone. A man should 
keep his friendships in constant 
repair.--Johnson 
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