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BISHOP GRANT DIES

Bishop A. Raymond Grant, head of
The Methodist Church’s Portland
Area since 1952, died August 15 of
cancer. He had been ill for some time
and in the hospital since July 24.

Memorial services were held August
18 at both First Methodist Church,
Portland, and First Church, Sacra-
mento, California where he was pastor
for 15 years. A service was held Au-
gust 22 at the Methodist Building in
Washington, D. C. Bishop Grant had
been president of the church’s Gen-
eral Board of Christian Social Con-
cerns since 1964. He had been presi-
dent of the board of trustees of Alaska
Methodist University since its incep-
tion in 1954.

The bishop, who would have been 70
August 24, was a native of Oshkosh,
Wisconsin. He was graduated from
Cornell Collage in 1919 and from Bos-
ton University School of Theology in
1926, and held honorary doctorates
from these and several other schools.
He served pastorates in Nashua and
Vinton, Iowa, Minneapolis and Dulutth,
Minnesota, and Sacramento, prior to
his election to the episcopacy in 1952
Surviving are his wife, in Portland,
and one daughter, Mrs. Kimball
Salmon of Sacramento.

Bishop A. Raymond Grant
Dies in Portland at 69

Bishop A. Raymond Grant died in
Portland, Oreg., on August 15 follow-
ing a long illness. He was 69.

Memorial services were held at
First Methodist Church in Portland,
in First Church
in  Sacramento,
Calif. (where he
served 15 vears
as pastor), and
in  Washington,
D.C.

Head of the
Portland Arca
since his election
to the episcopacy

Bishop Grant in 1932, Bishop
Granl was presi-

dent of the Methodist Board of Chris-
tian Social Concemns. He has been
chaacterized as a staameh leader who
amve “thoroughgoing support o the
implementation of the Social Creed.”

Bishop Grant had been chaimian
of the hoard of trustees of Alasha
Methodist University since dts incen-
tion in 1954, Te was a member of the
Methodist Co-ordinating Council and
a4 delegate to the National Comncil of
Churches General Assembh.

A native of Wisconsin, Bishop
Grant is survived Dby his widow and a
daughter, Mrs. Kimball Salmon of
Sacramento.
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PORTLAND BISHOP:
A. Raymond Graunt Dies

After an extended illness, Bishop A.
Raymond Grant, of The Methodist
Church’s Portland Areo, died of cancer
in a Portland,
Oreg., hospital
August 15,

Memorial serv-
ices were held Aug-
ust 18 at both First
Methodist Church,
Portland, and First
Church, Sacra-
mento, Calif., where
he served for 15

Bishop Grant years. On August

22 the Methodist

Building, Washington, D.C., also heid
a memorial ceremony.

The bishop would have been 70 on
August 24, A native of Oshkosh, Wis.,
he entered the ministry in lowa in
1921, He served postorates in Nashuo
and Vinton, lowa: in Minneapolis and
Duluth, Minn., and Sacramenta, Calif,
before he became a bishop in 1952.

Bishop Grant had been president of
the Generol Board of Christian Sacial
Concerns for three years and of Alaska
Methodist University since its inception
in 1954, He served this quadrennium
on the Methodist Coordinating Cauncil
and as a delegate to the Nationol
Council of Churches Assembly.

Surviving are his widow, in Portland,
and one daughter, Mrs. Kimball Salmon
of Sacramento.
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BISHOP A. RAYMOND GRANT
DIES AUGUST 15

Bishop A. Raymond Grani. head of The
Methodist Church’s Portland  Area  since
1952. died in Portland, Oregon. on Angusl
13 of cancer. He had been ill for some time
and in the hospital since July 24.

Memorial services were held Aneust 18
al both First Methodist Churcly. Portland,
and First Clunch, Sacramento, Calif.. where
he was pastor for 13 vears. Behop Gt
had been president of the churel’s General
Bowrd of Chiisttan Social Coneerns  sinee
1961, T1e had been president of the board of
lllush-vs ol Alska Methodist Uniyersily
since s ancephon in 1931,
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college, was held Tuesday, September
19 at 10:00 a.m. in SQeabrook Gymna-
sium. Dr. B. L. Gore, Dean of the Col-
lege, was the speaker for the convoca-

tion.

PASTORS’
CONVOCATIONS
HELD IN AREA

Three Pastors’ Convocations were
held within the bounds of the Area
during the summer. The South Caro-
lina and Tennessee-Kentucky Confer-
ences held jointly sponsored convoca-
tions with the Holston, Memphis,
Tennessee and South Carolina Confer-
ences respectively.

The pastors’ convocation held at
Tennessee-Wesleyan College, Athens,
Tennessee had an attendance of abhout
500 ministers from the IInlstor Con-
ference (SEJ) and the Knoxville Dis-
trict of the Tennessee-Kentucky Con-
ference. The convocation at Wofford
College, Spartanburg, South Carolina
involved about 500 ministers from the
South Carclina Conference (SEJ) and
the South Carolina Conference (CJ).
At Lambuth College, Jackson, Tennes-
see there were a little over 500 minis-
ters from the Memphis and Tennessee
Conferences (SEJ) and the Nashville

Television Valuation booklet designed
for every Methodist home.

If millions of Methodists register
their reaclions to TV programming
with a flood of posteards in the next
month and beyond, it may have as
great an impact on lelevision as any
single factor since ralings. The great
advantage of Television Valuation
Month over ratings is that the ratings
record onlv what particular program
a given set was tuned to. Through
this emphasis we ecan report who
watched a particular program, and
how it was received. This kind of
mass andience vesponse. if it is articu-
late and intelligent, can give the tele-
vision industry a kind of important
data it never has had before,

Too often in our mass cullure we
foel that individuals are powerless to
mahe amy difference. This need  nol
be true. Togcther dimmg the nesi
monil we not onlv G examine om-
wehves as members of the viewing pub-
he but we also have the opporunty
to bring the kmd of concerted witness
to the television mdustv that could
result in startlmg noprovements

I the month ahcadl welevision spe-
cials will he m short sapply as the
networhs  coneenirate  on Lomclnnge
yegalar programs of ther new season
Ginee las area of exenmy televiston
has the most room for mprovement.
it is approprale at we major in
viewing and respondmg o these on-
roiner series, CThose of vou who ae

announced Dr. Howard M, Ham, gen-
eral secretary of the division,

The Nashville-based unit will be di-
vided into five work areas, each headed
by an executive director.

The five areas and their directors are:
Experimentation with Educational Inno-
vatians—Dr. George E. Koehler; Services
of Support and Guidance of Designated
Leaders—Dr. Wayne M. Lindecker, Jr.;
Age-Related Ministries to Persons—Miss
Margie McCarty; Resaurces for lLearn-
ing and Pracesses of Educatianal Com-
munication—Dr. B. F. Jackson, Jr.; and
National and Regianal Training Enter-
prises~the Rev. M. Earl Cunningham.

The four staff members assigned to
the general secretary’s office are the
Re\f. Elmer A. Thampson, administrative
assistant; Dr. Carl L. Stocking, assistant
for budget management and personnel;
and the Revs. Robert S. Clemmons and
T.hamas J. Yan Loon, assistants for de-
sign and coordination and ecumenical
relations, respectively.

‘CRISIS IN RELIGION'

Little Consolation in Prayer

Today worship and prayer bring in-
c.re:asingly littte consolation, and re-
ligion faces a “crisis of the sacred,”
says Roman Catholic theclogian Father
Gregory Baum, O.S.A,

Some Protestant theologians interpret
this crisis as the “death of God,” Father
Baum told the Inter-Faith Seminar on
Religion and Contemporary Man, held
recently in Traverse City, Mich. This
does not help those inside and outside
the church who are in spiritual distress
though, he added.

“They remember when they were con-
soled by prayer and worship, but today
these acts mean less to them, even

w—m = Al maa ! Ho
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BISHOP A. RAYMOND GRANT
DIES AUGUST 15

Bishop A. Raymond Grant. head of The
Methodist Churcl’s Portland Aren  since
1952, died in Portland, Oregon. on Augusl
15 of cancer. He had been ill for some time
and in the hospital since July 24,

AMemorial services were held Angust 18
at both First Methodist Church, Portland,
and First Church, Sacramento, Calif., where
he was pastor for 15 years. Bishop Grani
had been president of the ehurch’s General
Board of Christian Social Coneens since
1964, Tle had been president of the hoard af
trustees of Alaska  Methodist University
since its inceplion in 1934,

He was one of 12 religions leaders wha
sianed a letter 1o President Jolwson at 1l
cnd ol Tast vear. criticizmg him for mitensiia
g the war i Vielnam

The ]Ji\]m]) whovwonld e Beens 7O on
Vst 200 was o native of Oshhasi W,
He was graduated from Comnell College in
1919 and from Boston University: School of
Theology in 1926, and held Lonoray doe-
torates from these and several oilier sehoanls,
He served pastorates in Nashia and Vintan

Iowa, Minneapolis and Duluth, Minn., and
Sacramento, prior to his election to the
episcopacy in 1952,
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BISHOP A. RAYMOND GRANT

The Portland Area
The Methodist Church

\ugust 21, 1897
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I Superintendents Pay Tribute to a Leader -

Oregon

How many are the ways wc shall re-
member him!

Bishop A. Raymond Grant was a_truly
great prophetic spirit of our time, In his
sensitive concern for a just and fair treat-
ment of the minority groups of the world.
and 1n his great and fervent hope ihat
there be peace between the nations, he
was ahead of most of the church.

We cherish the memory of his pgreat
courage!

He was fearless in his support of the
causes in which he_ believed. He could
not be intimidated. He stood by his min-
isters who “got in trouble’ for their con-
victions, when he was convinced of their
sinccrit{; even though he may not have
always been in agrecement with a pastor’s
particular stand.

His courage was a great comfort to
those near to him during his last days.
He faced death with dignity, believing in
the primacy of the spirit.

Many of us, lay and ministers alike, will
remember his human qualifiecs. He pos-
sessed a rare, quick, and livel;Ir‘ wit, stimu-
lating and often perceptive. The tensions
of long hours of appointment-making and
tedious sessions of annual conferences
were many times cased by the contagion
of a timely remark full of smiles.

Those who were privileged to share the
intimacy of his cabinets know best the
compassion and care with which he re-
viewed each appointment. None was made
in haste. Each was made only after con-
sidering the many factors of the needs
and abilities of pastors and families and
the needs of local churches and the whole
church. So often his wisdom transcended
the limited awareness of the rest of us.

A timely phone call or a warm personal
note of encouragement, in spite of his
busy schedule, often unexpccted, ex-
pressed his concern for all of us.

He knew the slings and arrows of the
wrath of men aimed at those in high and
lonely places. Sensitive to misunder-
standings and sometimes hurt when mis-
interpreted or let down by those he
trusted and in whom he believed, he
learned to understand and forgive. He
had a special concern for men who needed
a second and even third chance, and
opencd doors of Christian service to many
of themn.

We will long remcember him as a man

who loved to preach, and whose preach-
ing had a forceful and prophetic gquality.

Most of all, many among us will praise
God for what he meant to us as a dear
friend. a real person, a good minister af
Jesus Christ. God grant to him expanding
horizons of life where spirit 15 eternal.
God give the church wisdem 10 save ior
the world tus prophetic concern for the
chiidien of men.

We are prateful and richer for having
beon served by this zervant of the seiv-

LNLS uf God.
C. GENE ALBLRTSON
Daxm, E. TavLor
GEORGE EMERSON
Kex Simoxps

Tdaho

A Ruaymund Grant made his first woeit
to Idahu n 1950, He came as guest

A-4

preacher for the sixty-seventh session of
the Idaho Conference which met at Cald-
well, His final trip to Idaho was on June
12, 1967, when he presided over the meet-
ing of the Conference Coordinating Coun-
cil in Boise.

In the intervening years, Bishop A.
Raymond Grant has done more lo inspire
and shape the growth of Methodism in
Idaho than any other man. Elected to the
office of bishop in 1952, he was assigned
to the Portland Arca and in cooperation
with conference leaders, immediately em-
barked on the Advance for Christ and His
Church. Then in the late 50s, he led the
program to provide adequate pensions for
the ministers of the Idaho Conference.

Bishop Grant combined in himself to a
rare degrec the great contributions of
Methodism to a needy world—the warm
heart, the tender conscience, the rational
mind. His powerful preaching never
failed to stir his hearers to the call of
the gospel as il related to the lhfe we
live. No one who heard his last messages
to the Methodists of the Idaho Conference
in January, 1967, when he spoke at Union,
Caldwell, Pocatello, and Twin Falls, could
fail to catch the note of urgency and com-
passion which characterized all of his
ministry.

Bishop Grant gave himself without res-
ervation in these four serimons to inaugu-
rate the Idaho Conference Major Needs
Crusade, We who remain must carry on
the work hc so nobly began and resolve
to bring this ¢rusade to a glorious and
triumphant conclusion as a fitting memo-
rial to him, He now rests from his labors,
we must finish the task. Yet still, in a
very real sense, he labors with us, shoul-
der to shoulder, spirit with spirit, in all
of our efforts to make the gospel relevant
to each new day, to meet human nced, to
bring peace to a troubled world.

QORVILLE A, Coats

It secems to me: Anyone who knew Ray
Grant would also agree that a giant has
visited and left an 1mpact upon the pro-
gram of Methodism that will be felt for
generations yet unborn.

To know Bishop Grant was to know one
who would champion the underdog, give
of himself until he felt the bitter pain of
too much giving and yet continue to have
the compassion and understanding that
redirected emotions so that the love of the
Master would shine through.

It was a real privilege 10 be able to
spend precious moments with him. His
Keen humor could both bite and disarm.
his deep insights could sce through shams
and reach the vital core of problems, his
quick understanding made one feel that
he knew rour problems and thenr solu-
tun witheut dou having 10 supLhy ke
superiicial details

His interests were people as persons
Organizations  mshitutions  and  causes
were persuns also His decistons were
made with the welfare of the individual
as his first concern  His perception some-
nmes made him wimpatient wath these who
could not comprehend as guickly as he,
giving the cffect that ume was {oa pre-
clows to waste, and that tumorrew would
be too late.

We can only guess as 10 huw he suffered
in recent menths for he seldom com-
plamed about his health but wamed us

that he wanted no sympathy. He knew
his malady, he knew is oulcome, he
preached preparation for habitation in an
eternal home and while he was ready to
cnter his Father's house, still one could
not help but feel that his heartbreaking
regret was the many unfinished tasks he
was forced to leave behind.

A great man has passed this way and I
was privileged to have touched his hand
. at least that is the way it scems
to me.
WexnpeLe L. CoE

Alaska Mission

Our leader, Bishop A. Raymond Grant,
had a great concern for the work of the
churches in the Alaska Mission and led
them from victory to victory.

First Church was the only Methodist
church in Anchorage when he came in
1952. Anchor Park, Turnagain, St. John,
East Anchorage, and Chugiak in the An-
chorage area; Fairbanks, Homer, Kena,
North™ Kenai, and Sitka have all been
developed under his leadership.

In 1966-67, the churches of Alaska pave
four times as much for their self-support
and programs as the combined giving of
the churches and National Division for
that work in 1952,

In 1952 value of churches and parson-
ages in Alaska were about $400,000. Today
these are valucd at $.5 million. This is
in addition to the developments at Alaska
Methodist University, Jesse Lee Home,
and our other institutions. He took a per-
sonal interest in recruiting able ministers
and missionaries. These men have made
possible the development of the churches
and also have helped the church to nave
an informed and Kkeen interest in social,
economic, and political issues which, I be-
lieve, has had a most wholesome effect in
helping buld stable communities and
government in our new and growing state.

He dreamed large dreams and gave
himself in a large way to Alaska. The
fruits of lus labors are seen in happier
and better lives of thousands of God's
children in Alaska.

1t has been my privilege to work closely
with him dwing the past 14 years, six
years as distiict superintendent in Ore-
gon, five yvears as execulive secretary of
the Coordinaung Council of the Oregon
Conference, where we conferred almost
daily, and three »ears as superintendent
of the Aluska Mission

He has been called Alaska's “Great
Friend " He was He was my dear friend.
He was the friend of every munister and
congregativn and manv beyond these. He
knew the needs problems, the possibilhi-
ties and challences facing each man and
S1uationn as few  ¢an knu\'.' thom H‘S

CNeeIT that o0 guve hugkoat Gllooar.e
o the Losr o him and 5 Ll daghe-
ost calllneg «{ . .7 Loid

He was a j:0, 1, paslor educator .-
minairaiul Lu Nust Uf ail . ;‘l Ll'ld.
cespenially to ihe eedy und dizpeossoesed
On Fridar August 18 as 1 write the ~c
wourds, I huate o great lenesome feching
a preal omps} < ace 1s against the sky
But I have o > to have shared these
ich years wah P I amohrilled 10 v e
a part n sechimyg "o contthue working fos
his dreams for o Alaska., for our Port-
land Arca 1 our church, and for ou:
world

MEREDITH A GRuiis

Together / October 1967
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For Immediate Release

PORTLAND, Oreg,--Bishop 4. Raymond Grant, head of The Methodist Church's
Portland Area since 1952, died here Aug. 15 of cancer. He had been ill for some
time and in the hospital since July 24.

Memorial services were to be held Aug. 18 at both First Methodist Church,
Portland, and First Church, Sacramento, Calif., where he was pastor for 15 years,
as well as Aug. 22 at the Methodist Building in Washington, D. C.

Since 1964, Bishop Grant had been president of the church's General Board
of Christian Social Concerns, but he was in the hospital and unable to preside when
it met in Porftland last April. He had been president of Alaska Methodist University
since its inception in 1954.

The bishop, who would have bean 70 on Aug. 24, was a native of Oshkosh, lisc,
He graduated from Cornell College in 1919 and from Boston University School of
Theology in 1926, and held honorary doctorates from these and several other schools.

After entering the ministry in Iowa in 1921, he served pastorates in Nashua
and Vinton, Iowa; Minneapolis and DJuluth, Minn., and sacramento, prior to his election
to the episcopacy in 1952,

A trustee of both Willamette University and ‘.illamette View Manoxr, Bishop
Grant had served thls quadrennium on the Methodist Coordinating Council and as a
delegate to the National Council of Churches Assembly. He was a Mason, a Shriner,
and had been an Iowa district governor of Lions Clubs,

{more)




Bishop Grant--~2

Executives of the Board of Christian Social Concerns characterized him
as a Ystaunch leader’ who gave "thoroughgoing support to implementation of the

Social Creed."

Surviving are the widow, in Portland, and one daughter, Mrs. Kimball Salmon

of Sacramento. Private committal services are to be in Sacramento.
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Photographs from this
file have not been
included but are
available upon request.
For more information
please contact
research@gcah.org
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