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BISHOP GRANT DIES 

Bishop A. Raymond Grant, head of 
The Methodist Church's Portland 
Area since l!l52, died August 15 of 
cancer. He had been ill for some time 
and in the hospital since July 24. 

Memorial services were held August 
18 at both First Methodist Church, 
Portland, and First Church, Sacra­
mento, California where he was pastor 
for 15 years. A service was held Au­
gust 22 at the Methodist Building in 
Washington, D. C. Bishop Grant had 
been president of the church's Gen­
eral Board of Christian Social Con­
cerns since 1 !l64. He had been presi­
dent of the board of trustees of Alaska 
Methodist University since its incep­
tion in l!l54. 

The bishop, who would have been 70 
August 24, was a native of Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin. He was graduated from 
Cornell ('r>Jl,,ge in lfll !) and from Bos­
ton University School of Theology in 
1926, and held honorary doctorates 
from these and se,·eral other schools. 
He served pastorates in Nashua and 
Vinton, Iowa, Minneapolis and Duluth, 
Minnesota, and Sacramento, prior to 
his election to the episcopacy in l !)52. 
Surviving are his wife, in Portland, 
and one daughter, Mrs. Kimball 
Salmon of Sacramento. 

Bishop A. Raymond Grant 
Dies in Portland at 69 

Bishop A. Raymond Grant died in 
Portland, Oreg., on August 15 follow­
ing a long illness. He was 69. 

Memmial services were held at 
First ;\lethodist Church in Portland, 

in First Church 
in Sacramento, 
Calif. (where he 
served 15 yea rs 
as pastor), and 
in Washington, 
D.C. 

Head of the 
Portland A r c a 
since his cledion 
to the cpiscopm·~ 

Ilislwp Grant in 1952, Bishop 
Grant \\\IS prL'si­

<lmt of the :\ldhoclist Boan! of Chris­
ti.in Soci;1I Concerns. Ht• h.1s hce11 
d1.u.1deriLe<l .1s a ,t,11111< h le.Hier '' hn 
~n\ l' .. thoroughgoin~ ~upport to tlu· 
implement.111011 of the Sm·1.1l C:rcl'<L" 

Bishop c;ra11! h.1<l been d1.1in11.11< 
of the hoarJ of trnslct•s of _ \l.1'~.1 
:\IC'thocli't l'11h<>rsity 'ill<<' its irn ,.,,_ 
lion in l!J5.J. II<"' w.1, a member of th" 
:\ll'th()(list Cu-onlinating Cmmdl .11Hl 
.1 <h·l<·g.11<" tu th<> ;";.1tioual Co1111t ii of 
C:lnll"dl<'' G<·twral :\ ~sembl~. 

. \ n:ith e of \\'i~comin, Bbhop 
l.1-.111t is '1ll"\ h C'U h\" his widow and .1 
1l.111ghter, :\Ir,, Kimball Salmon of 
S.n·rain<.•nlo. 

t 

NEWS 
PORTLAND BISHOP: 

A. Raymond Grant Dies 
After an extended illness, Bishop A. 

Raymond Grant, of The Methodist 
Church's Portland Area, died of cancer 

in a Portland, 
Oreg., hospital 
August 15. 

Memorial serv­
ices were held Aug­
ust 18 at both First 
Methodist Church, 
Portland, and First 
Church, Sacra­
mento, Calif., where 
he served for 15 

Bishop Gron# years. On August 
22 the Methodist 

Building, Washington, D.C., also held 
a memorial ceremony. 

The bishop wou Id have been 70 on 
August 24. A native of Oshkosh, Wis., 
he entered the ministry in Iowa in 
1921. He served postorotes in Nashua 
and Vinton, Iowa; in Minneapolis and 
Duluth, Minn., and Sacrarnento, Calif., 
before he became a bishop in 1952. 

Bishop Grant had been president of 
the General Board of Christian Social 
Concerns for three years and of Alaska 
Methodist University since its inception 
in 1954. He served this quadrennium 
on the Methodist Coordinating Council 
and as a delegate to the National 
Council of Churches Assembly. 

Surviving are his widow, in Portland, 
and one daughter, Mrs. Kimball Salmon 
of Sacramento. 
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BISHOP A. RAYMOND GRANT 
DIES AUGUST 15 

Bishop A. naymond Gr:rnl. h!"'rnl of Th" 
:\lcthodist Churdi's Portl.rncl :\rC'a ,ill<"<' 
I ~.52. died in Portland. Or<"gon. on :\11g11,1 

l 0 of canC'er. He had bC'cu ill for \Olll<" 1 inH" 
and in the ho,pilal since fulv 2-l. 

\Ic>moiial SN\'iecs wcr~ l;clcl ,\11g11sl J x 
al both Fir'! \lc'thodist Clnndi. Portl.111.J 
and Fir'! lh111 <'h. S.1<"1 am<'nlo. Calif.. wlwr.: 
he \\,1' Jl·"lo1 for J.3 ~'""'· ll1'hop \,1.1111 
had lwPn pn•,idt•nt of I he churd1's Gt'IH'i .il 
Board ol Clnhl1<111 Sot·1al ConC'<'lll' ,; 11 , ... 
I !J(i I. 11 <" 11: Ill lll'<'Il pn•,i1 I.·n l of 1111' ho.ml ol 
1111'1<'"' of .\l.1,L1 \lcil11Hlb1 \'11i"·"il\ 
,j,I( (' i1 .... 111ct'J)l1on in 1n:1 I. 

lit\\,,..., n11v uf ]~ 1t11'..!i1111' 1, uJ,,, ,.J. .. 
• 1·..: 111·'1 ·' J, lier in !)11 ,,,J, 1it T1il111,1111 ,11 1J 1. 

I I • t 1 11 I J. I' I \ I. • IJ • l I I lil I. ii J ~ L 11 II I 1 I] JI ii I 11 'ii \ 
111:..:1111 \\.ii i11\11!11.1Jll 

I lu· l11,]1op \\l10 \\011Jd 11.1\1 111·11 1 °7ll 1111 

\11~11\( 21. \\,I\ .1 11.111\1' of (),Jiko'h \\·1,l. 
lit' \\.1\ !,!l.11l11.d1·il fnnll ( 01111•11 ('c)llc !!<' i11 

l_lJl'J .t111l f11•Jll H11,fo11 l"1d\1·1'il' "-:, ]1, 111] nl 
'1 lu·olo~\ in JCJ_2('i .11•.l l11·ld l.1111111, 11\ cl 11,. 

1111,dc' '10111 tJu ,c .111d ,c·\1·1.11 oll1c1 ,c f1nnJ, 

lie '' 1\1 cJ p.i,ln1,ll1' 111 '\,1,J111.1.11111\111lnn° 



college, was held Tuesday, September 
HJ at 10 :00 a.m. in Seabrook Gymna­
sium. Dr. B. L. Gore, Dean of the Col­
lege, was the speaker for the convoca-
tion. 

PASTORS' 
CONVOCATIONS 
HELD IN AREA 

Three Pastors' Convocations were 
held within the bounds of the Area 
during the summer. The South Caro­
lina and Tennessee-Kentucky Confer­
ences held jointly sponsored cmwoc.a­
tions with the Holston, Memphis, 
Tennessee and South Carolina Confer­
ences respectively. 

The pastors' convocation held at 
Tennessee-Wesleyan College, Athens. 
Tennessee had an attendance of about 
500 ministers from the Holst?1: Co_n­
ference < SEJ) and the Knoxville Dis­
trict of the Tenne;;see-Kentucky Con­
ference. The convocation at Woff~rd 
College, Spartanburg, South Carolina 
involved about 500 ministers from the 
South Carolina Conference ( SEJ) and 
the South Carolina Conference (CJ). 
At Lambuth College, Jackson, Ten_n~s­
see there were a little o\·er 500 mm1s­
ters from the Memphis and Tennes~ee 
Conferences < SEJ) and the Nashville 

Tdt•vision Valuation booklet clesign<'d 
for every l\lethodist home: . 

If millions of l\lethod1sts register 
their reactions lo TV progranuning 
with a flood of posleards in the next 
month and beyond, it may h:we as 
grl"at an impact on television as any 
single factor since ratings. The great 
advantage of Television \'alual ion 
l\lonth over ratings is that the rating' 
r<>eord onlv what particular program 
a given set was tuned to. Through 
this emphasis \\L' can report who 
watched a partieular progrmn, and 
how it was rereived. This kind of 
tn<ll.\S n11dic~n<'<" r<'s11onse. if it is artic11-
lall" and intelligent, can give the lek­
' i~ion indn~trv a kirnl of important 
d.1la il nc\"<'r 'has ha<I bl'fon'. 

Too ofll'n in our mass cnllml' \\'<' 

k<'l thal illllh id11:1\, ;ll'l' j)<l\\'<'rl<'" to 
n1,1)..l' .111\ cliJicre11vt.'. Thi'\ tll't'd nol 
bl~ true.· 1~t)j.!t.thc1 lhn1n1.! thf" 111•\t 

1nonth \\l' 11ot onl' <..111 t'\..1n1i11P 011I­

"<·l\<'"l :1' .. n11·n1l)t'I'"' of Ilic\ i,.,, int! 1)111>· 

ht' but \\l' ,iJ..,o li.1\e tlil' t)})l)l)ll11111t; 

to l>ring tlu· 1'111tl ol vo1u·<~rtt·d \\il111"-..., 

lo thl' l<'ll'\ hio11 11u]11,tn· th.11 l'Ot1l1l 

1«?1inlt in ":lt.n thn~ 11111110\ 1·111<·111' 

Jn the' montli .1lw.1.I. t..11 'him• 'Jl"· 
dah \\ 11! \H• Ill ,\101 { \llppl~ ,I\ I Ji,. 
1iC"l\\·01hs co11cl'nl1.1t<> 011 1.111nl l1111~ 
1<·J.!11]ar 1110'-1,1.1111.., of th<'JJ llP\\ '''·~"~r· 
Sin<.:<' 1]11.., ,1rt".1 ol c·\e11111).! tvl1·\ 1 ... 1011 

]1.l'i tlH· 1110 ... t 1'00111 lnr llll}1lt)\f'lll<'IJI. 

it i'i a11111011r1.1h· tl1.1l ''" 111.1101 i11 

\iP\\'ing, .111<1 1'1·..,po11<l111~ In tl11 ">l' 011· 

1Tnl111r ,,.1 it·'· <'rho°'lt' ol \011 ,,]10 .al•' 

announced Dr. Howard M. Hom, gen­
eral secretory of the division. 

The Nashville-based unit will be di­
vided into five work areas, each headed 
by an executive director. 

The five areas and their directors ore: 
Experimentation with Educational Inno­
vations-Dr. George E. Koehler; Services 
of Support and Guidance of Designated 
Leaders-Dr. Wayne M. Lindecker, Jr.; 
Age-Related Ministries to Persons-Miss 
Margie McCarty; Resources for Learn­
ing and Processes of Educational Com­
munication-Dr. B. F. Jackson, Jr.; and 
National and Regional Training Enter­
prises-the Rev. M. Earl Cunningham. 

The four staff members assigned to 
the general secretary's office are the 
Rev. Elmer A. Thompson, administrative 
assistant; Dr. Carl L. Stocking, assistant 
for budget management and personnel; 
and the Revs. Robert S. Clemmons and 
Thomas J. Van Loon, assistants for de­
sign and coordination and ecumenical 
relations, respectively. 

'CRISIS IN RELIGION' 

Little Consolation in Prayer 
Today worship and prayer bring in­

creasingly little consolation, and re­
ligion faces a "crisis of the sacred,'' 
says Romon Catholic theologian Father 
Gregory Baum, O.S.A. 

Same Protestant theologians interpret 
this crisis as the "death of God," Father 
Baum told the Inter-Faith Seminar on 
Religion and Contemporory Mon, held 
recently in Traverse City, Mich. This 
does not help those inside and outside 
the church who are in spiritual distress 
though, he added. 

"They remember when they were con­
soled by prayer and worship, but today 
these acts mean less ta them, even 



BISHOP A. RAYMOND GRANT 
DIES AUGUST 15 

Bishop A. Raymond Giant. ll<•ac.l of The• 
:\lclhoc.list Chmeh's Portland Area since 
1952, died in Portland, Oregon. on Angus! 
15 of cancer. He hac.l been ill for some lime 
and in the hospilal since Jnl)' 2-l. 

i\Icmori:il services were hC'ld A11).(11sl 18 
:it both First :\IC'thodist Clnm·h, Portlan<l. 
and First Chureh. SacramC'nto, Calif., whC'r<' 
he w:is paslor for 15 years. Bishop Gnml 
had been prc•sident of the church's GC'nt•ral 
Board of Chrislian Soda] ConcC'rns sin<·c• 
HJG-1. IIC' had hrC'n prC'sidC'nt of thC' hoard of 
lrnslC'es of ,\f,1ska i\lclhodist Uni\'t'rsil\' 
'inn• ils inecplion in H.l5-1. 

Ill' \\ .l'i OHL' of 1:2 rt'ligio1t'\ lt•.ulc•r..; '' 1111 

,i~nccl .1 lcllt•r lo l)rc..,idt·1it Jnl111 ... 1111 .1t 1111 
1 11d nJ J.1..,l \ l".11'. ( 1 ilil i/111!.! l1i111 fu1 11!11·11..,if, 
111!.! Ilic \\.11: iii \'ic111.11n 

l"lu· hi,J1011 ,,·ho '' onld L ,, 1· hi i 11 -;-n '"' 
\1ic?;ml ~I. \\ ·" a n.ili\l' of (hh~o,Ji \\ ;,, . 
I Ir \\ ·" ~r.1cl1J.1ic-1l fio111 ('m ndl Collc·~r i11 
f<J]<J .111cl from flmlon l'11hc·r,il\ 'il'hool of 
Tlwolo~\ in I 'J~(;, .nu] hc·lcl l.onm.JI\' clcw-
101,tlc.., ho111 1111·..,c• .11u1 't"\t·1.d 01111·1 \(·hooli:.. 
I 11• ..,,.,., c·cl J>.1,101.ilc·, in '\.1,J111.1 .incl \"inion 

lowa, :\linneapolis an<l Duluth, i\linn., and 
Sacramento, prior to his election to the 
Ppiseopacy in 1952. 
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Superintendents Pay Tribute to a Leader 
Oregon 

How many are the ways \Ye shall re­
member him! 

Bishop A. Raymond Grant was a truly 
great prophetic spirit of our time. In his 
sensitive concern for a just and fair treat­
ment of the minority groups of the world. 
and in his great and fervent hope that 
there be p1>ace between the nations, he 
was ahead of most of the church. 

We cherish the memory of his great 
courage! 

He was fearless in his support of the 
causes in which he believed. He could 
not be intimidated. He stood by his min­
isters \Vho "got in trouble" for their con­
victions, when he was convinced of their 
sincerity, even though he may not have 
always been in agreement with a pastor's 
particular stand. 

His courage was a great comfort to 
those near to him during his last days. 
He faced death with dignity, believing in 
the primacy of the spirit. 

Many of us, lay and ministers alike, will 
remember his human qualities. He pos­
sessed a rare, quick, and lively wit, stimu­
lating and often perceptive. The tensions 
of long hours of appointment-making and 
tedious sessions of annual conferences 
were many times eased by the contagion 
of a timely remark full of smiles. 

Those who were privileged to share the 
intimacy of his cabinets kno\v best the 
compassion and care \Vith which he re­
vie\\•ed each appointment. None v..•as made 
in haste. Each \Vas made only after con­
sidering the many factors of the needs 
and abilities of pastors and families and 
the needs of local churches and the whole 
church. So often his wisdom transcended 
the limited awareness of the rest of us. 

A timely phone call or a \\•arm personal 
note of encouragement, in spite of his 
busy schedule, often unexpected, ex­
pressed his concern for all of us. 

He knew the slings and arrows of the 
wrath of men aimed at those in high and 
lonely places. Sensitive to misunder­
standings and sometimes hurt \\•hen mis­
interpreted or let down by those he 
trusted and in whom he believed, he 
learned to understand and forgive. He 
hnd a spcrial concern for men \vho needed 
a second an<l even third chance, and 
opened doors of Christian service to many 
of them. 

\Ve , .. ·ill long remember him as a man 
whu luvcU tu pr~d<."h, and \vhose pre.ach­
ing had a forceful and prophetto quality. 

l\Iost of all, n1any among us \VilJ prabse 
God for \\'hat he meant to us as a dear 
friend. a rC'al person, a good n1inistC'r of 
JC'SUS Christ. God grant to him exp;)nding 
horizons uf lifi:- \\·here spirit 1~ ctC'rni'll. 
God g1\'C' the church \\ isdum to save tor 
th(~ \\•·r!d ~1s prophe-t1c concern for the 
l h1:J1 t·n uf men. 

\Vt· ..ii l~ grateful and richer fur h&\ 1ng 
bl'l n ::-er\ cd b'\· this servant u! the ~t·J v­
:.n'..5 ,.f Gvd. · 

c. Gr.XE ALBLRTSO~ 

DA!'-ilEL E. TAYLOR 

GEORGE E.\1ERSON' 

Kl:N SI!l10NDS 

l<laho 
.A.. R~.1.)mun<l Grant made his first -.i~it 

to Idahu in 1950. He c~me <J.S guc::t 

A-4 

preacher for the sixty-seventh session of 
the Idaho Conference which met at Cald­
well. His final trip to Idaho was on June 
12, 1967, when he presided over the meet­
ing of the Conference Coordinating Coun­
cil in Boise. 

In the interve11rng years. Bishop A. 
Raymond Grant has done 1nore to in:spire 
and shape the growth of Methodism in 
Idaho than any otht>r man. Elected to the 
office of bishop m 1952, he was assigned 
to the Portland Arca and in cooperation 
with conference leaders. immediately em­
barked on the Advance for Christ and His 
Church. Then in the late 50s, he led the 
program to provide adequate pensions for 
the ministers of the Idaho Confer~nce. 

Bishop Grant combined in himself to a 
rare degree the great contributions of 
Methodism to a needy world-the warm 
heart, the tender conscience. the rational 
mind. His powerful preaching never 
failed to stir his hearers to the call of 
the gospel as it related to the hie we 
live. No one \vho heard his last messages 
to the Methodists of the Idaho Conference 
in January, 1967, when he spoke at Umon, 
Caldwell, Pocatello, and Twin Falls, could 
fail to catch the note of urgency and com­
passion \vhich characterized all vf his 
ministry. 

Bishup Grant gave hin1self \Vithout res­
ervation 1n these four ser1nons to inaugu­
rate the Idaho Conference Major Needs 
Crusade. We who remain must carry on 
the work he so nobly began and resolve 
to bring this erusade to a glorious and 
triumphant conclusion as a fitting memo­
rial to him. He no\v rests from his labors. 
we must finish tiw task. Yet still, in a 
very real sense, he labors \vith us, shoul­
der to shoulder, spirit with spirit, m all 
of our efforts to make the gospel relevant 
to each ne\v day, to meet human nC'cd, to 
bring peace to a troubled world. 

ORVIllE A. COATS 

It seems to me: Anyone \\•ho knc\v Ray 
Grant would also agree that a giant has 
visi tcd and left an impact upon thC' pro­
gram of Methodism that will be felt for 
generations yet unborn. 

To kno\v Bishop Grant \\•as to kno\V one 
who would chan1pion the underdog, give 
of himself until he felt th<> bitter pain of 
too much giving and yet continue to have 
the compassion and understanding that 
redirected emotions so that the love of the 
l\laste1" would shine through. 

It '\Vas a real privil"ge to be able to 
~pend precious tnoments \Vith hhn. His 
keen humor could both bite and d1saim. 
his deep insights could see through sharn~ 
and r~':.ll'h th(' \'it:il cure nf probll'n1s. hi~ 
quick undl~rstan<lin~ n1a<lc..~ on" ft'."~l thnt 
he knc\\' ;. our prnbh"n":s .:ind tht'."11' ~olu­
t:un \\1t1'H ... ut ?-uU ha\Jng lu ::up1J\ the 
~UJ.1t:-f1ilJdJ lil'l<:td~ 

His 1nt{'re~ts \\ere ))C't•J'l]C' aS P<'1$ofl.<. 
Organ1z.at1uns in:-,tllU\hJn::- and ('~U'l''> 
\\ere p(>rsvns a~u His dc>('1~1un~ \\('l'e 
made- \\1th the \\clfi-ll'C' vf t11e individual 
as his first conc('rn His perception sornC'­
t1mcs n1ade lum im1 •allc·nt \\•lth tho~(' \\'ho 
c·ou1d ni,t comprl·hl·nd a.., quickly "" h<", 
giving the efTect th<1t time \\'RS too prc­
c10~ tu '\\'.'.l~tc. and th..it tun1urro\\' \\ ou!J 
be too late. 

\Ve c:an unly 11U<"!:.S as to hu\V he,> ~uffl•rl·J 
1n rl'ccnt 1nonths for he> fChJ .. m C•Jm­
pla1nc·d abvut hjs h<'i.1.Jth but '' r1rncd us 

that he wanted no sympathy. He knew 
his malady, he knew its outcome, he 
preached preparation for habitation in an 
eternal home and while he was ready to 
entt>r his Father's house, still one oould 
not help but feel that his heartbreaking 
regret was the many unfinished tasks he 
\Vas forced to leave behind. 

A great man has passed this way and I 
\Vas privileged to have touched his hand 
. , . at least that is the way it seems 
to me. 

WENDELL L. CoE 

Ala,ka ~lission 
Our leader, Bishop A. Raymond Grant, 

had a great C'oncern for the work of the 
ohurches m the Alaska Mission and led 
them from vi<'tory to victory. 

First Church was the only Methodist 
church in Anchorage when he came in 
1952. Anchor Park, Turnagain. St. John, 
East Anchorage, and Chugiak in the An­
chorage arc;>a; Fairbanks, Homer. Kenai, 
North Kenai, and Sitka have all been 
developed under his leadership. 

In 1966-67, the churches of Alaska gave 
four times as much for their self-support 
and programs as the combined giving of 
the churches and National Division for 
that work in 1952. 

In 1952 value of churches and parson­
ages m Alaska weic about $400,000. Today 
these are valued at 54.5 million. This is 
in addition to the developments at Alaska 
Methodist Unh·ersity, Jesse Lee Home, 
and our other institutions. He took a per­
sonal interest in recruiting able ministers 
and missionariC's. These men have made 
possible the development of the churches 
and also have helped the church to nave 
an informed and keen interest in social, 
economic, and politieal issues \VhiC'h, I be­
lieve, has had a n1ost \Vholeson1e effect in 
helping build stable communities and 
govcnunent in our nc\v and gro\ving state. 

He dreamed large dreams and gave 
h1n1self 1n a largc- \vc1y to Alaska. The 
fruits of Ins labors are seen in happier 
and better liv<:>s of thousands of God"s 
children in Alask,1. 

It has been 111:, privil<>ge to \Vo?·k closely 
\vi th him du1 ing the past 14 years, six 
years ns distl ict ~upcrintcndent 1n Ore­
gon, five ye:.u·::> as executive secretary of 
the Coordinating Council of the Oregon 
Conference, \\'here.~ \VC' conferred almost 
daily, and thl"l'C' ;:. ear.::. c1s supcr1ntc>ndcnt 
uf the i\l..i.'>k..i :\ll!>.::.ion 

He has bPl•n l'alled Alaska's ··Great 
Fril~nd " Hl' \\ .:1:-. lil' \\as 1ny dear f1· icnd. 
lie \\'as the f11cnJ uf c\'C"ry nunist<>r nn<l 
congrC;:!'1titJl1 ~ind 1nany beyond these. He 
kn('\\' thl~ ll<"l~d.: problC'lll<:, thC' poss1b1li­
ti<'S and clH1l1('n.Ll'S frtl'1ng each n1an and 
~1111nt10n .:'!~ h•\\ c;;n knu\\' lh<'nl H>.~ 
llill'c-1n 1h~1~ l .(, JZ.Yc> hicl·":-: .~l!~C'1..1r~l· 
lu th.,,• L, , .. \ !:i:n .,:1J , -Ll J ... ),,:;,­
C5t c;JJLn~ , i , .. :· Lord 

He\\'...;,::. .::i ! •l, t. p<:t~tu1 cdul::1,,r .. d-
muH~lrctvJ L:... nv:>t ,,f .. uJ •• ;, ll"!ci. 
c><..pc>c1all.'· tv ~ 1 1c ·,eed:i-· ..ind J1~J1l·~~l '~l·J 
On F1id~1.' :\ugtr•t 18 ~I \\l'llC' th<""l' 
'\\urd.::... l h..i\ l' " _qreat lunc~on1c fcc·hng 
a gl'C<tl <n11,•> '! .1Cl~ 1~ ngn1nst thl' ~k:i­
But I ha' l~ J ' ·: tu ha\'c> ~ har<"ii thC"<.l· 
11rh \l'<"ll~ \\ilh i' ·n. I ,1m thri11l~d t1l h·J\•' 
a pait in ~l-<.king . .., con11nul· \\u1k1n~ f .. t 
his <lrc>i.>n1S fur u11 · Ala~kJ, for our Purt­
land AJ't'd i .. i •. 1.r church .... nd fur oU! 

\\ urlJ 

Together/ October 1967 
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For Immediate Release 

PORTLAND, Oreg, ~-Bishop A, Raymond Grant, head of The Methodist Church's 

Portland Area since 1952, died here Aug. 15 of cancer. He had been ill for some 

time and in the hospital since July 24. 

Memorial services were to be held Aug. 18 at both First Methodist Church, 

Portland, and First Church, Sacramento, Calif., where he was pastor for 15 years, 

as well as Aug. 22 at the Methodist Building in Washington, D. C. 

Since 1964, Bishop Grant had been president of the church 1 s General Board 

of Christian Social Concerns, but he was in the hospital and unable to preside when 

it met in Portland last April. He had been president of Alaska Methodist University 

since its inception in 1954. 

The bishop, who would have bean 70 on Aug. 24, was a native of Oshkosh, Wisc, 

He graduated from Cornell College in 1919 and from Boston University School of 

Theology in 1926, and held honorary doctorates from these and several other schools. 

After entering the ministry in Iowa in 1921, he served pastorates in Nashua 

and Vinton, Iowa; Hinneapolis .:md )uluth, }!inn., .:ind .:iacramento, prior to his election 

to the episcopacy in 1952. 

A trustee of both Will.:ir.iette University and '..illamette View Manor, Bishop 

Grant bad served this quadrennium on the l'!ethodist Coordinating Council and as a 

delegate to the National Council of Churches Assembly. He was a Mason, a Shriner, 

and had been an Iowa district governor of Lions Clubs. 

(more) 



Bishop Grant--2 

Executives of the Board of Christian Social Concerns characterized him 

as a "staunch leader" who gave "thoroughgoing support to implementation of the 

Social Creed." 

Surviving are the widow, in Portland, and one daughter, Mrs. Kimball Salmon 

of Sacramento. Private committal services are to be in Sacramento. 

8-16-67 

I 



Photographs from this
file have not been
included but are

available upon request. 
For more information

please contact
research@gcah.org 
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