I wish to speak this evening on the subject "What
is Sin%?, and I would have you think with me concerning
the 23rd verse of the 3rd chapter of Romans, "All men
have_sinned andfallen short of the glory of God,"

Sitting here, in these vespers services, Sunday
after Sunday, I have often wondered just what we mean
when we so constantly repeat these words, --gin, trans
gression, inquity, and wickedness. .

We hear them read to us or we ourselves repeat

them. " When the wicked man turneth away from his

wickness."

"I acknolegge my transgressions and my sin 1§ ever

before me."

"Hide thy face from my sins and blot out all my

iniguities.,"

"If we say that we have no sin, .we decelve ourselve

"in sundry place to acknowledge and confess our

manifeold sins and wickedness.

" there 1s no health in fs.

and we seek absolution and remission of sins,

These words for sin, in modern 1ife, have come to
have the connotation for so many people, of violent,
physical owtbreaks against established soclal codes,
such as murder, robbery, incest.

Obviously, however, we meeting here week after
week, are not guilty of these more base and sordid
sins., What then, do we mean by constant repitition
of ‘the word sin?

Sin has been defined as "anything that separates !
us from God and man." Someone else has made sin
synonomous with the one word "selfishness'". A very
concise picture of sin in action is this;--1) to know
the right and not to do it; 2) to know the wrong and
to do 1t; and 3) not to try to find the difference
between right and wrong.

I do not intend to go into a~discussion of the
philosophy and psychology of sin,.interesting as that
might prove to be.. I intend rather to point out the
original meaning in the Hebrew and Greek words- used

regularly in the Bible,.so as to discover the thought
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patterms in the minds of those as they used the terms
we today translate as sin, transgression,.iniquity,
and wickedness, .

Now it is very interesting to find that in the He-
brew language of the 0.T.,.there are 3 words used
most frequently to denote these various forms of sin-
and oddly enoughyf we also find in the Greek of the NT
three words of practically the same meaning.

1.. The first of these is the word which 1s transla-
ted into English as "transgression". What is the
picture behind the Hebrew and Greek word? It simply
means "crossing a forbidden line." The meaning of
the word would be clear in Korea today where there

is a dividing line between north and south Korea..Any
one attempting to cross into the Russian zone, with--
out proper papers,. pays with his life for his trans--
gression. :

The word comes to take on later the meaning of
breaking away from law, and violating kaw.. It also
comesto mean in the OT "those who revolt', those who
act ing such defiance of God that they become moral

anarchists..

In the NT, we find the same thinking. When the
Pharisees came to Jesus,.they asked him why his dis-
ciples had transgreesed, %hat 1s, broken over the
line, in the matter of observing the traditions of
the elders,. Again in Timothy, speaking of the fall
of Eve,.the word used is thls we translate as trans-
gression, that is, she crossed the forbidden line. ;

2. The second word used for sin llterally means
"twisting out of shpe", a distorting. In fact, we
have carried over into English exactly the same thot
in our word "wrong". The word wrong in 1ts earlier
spelling was not w-r-e-n-g but wrung, that is, some-
thing twisted or wrung out of its normal, natural
shape,

The OT has a fine 1llustration of this word for
sin in Proverbs, "Righetusness exalteth a nation,.
but sin is a reprpach to any people." Sin here
simply means that 1f a nation distorts its natural
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powers and gifts from God to such an extent that it
fails to fulfill Godds will for it, it has sinned,

Again in the NT the Greek word has the same
meaning. In Acts we read of Christ being crucified
and killed by the hands of wicked men, - literally
by the hands of wmen whose life and &stiny had been
twisted out of shape, - men who were intended for
somethling finer, men who knew better, whose lives
were cut out for amire noble use of their talenst..

3. A third and far more interesting word for sin,
if we may so speak of sin, 1s the one which means
literally, "to miss the mark", the miss the aim.

In Genesis, the butler and the baker offended
their Lord, the Kingd of Egypt,.and it is the word
"offended" which later comes to be used regularly
for the thought of sin. ;

These men had sinned not because they had trans-
gressed, nor because they hadg distorted conduct,.
but because they had missed the goal, the objective
of fulfilling the-desires of the king.. They may not
have done anything openly against the king,. - they
had merely failed to attain to the goal of the ser--
vice he expected from them.,.

What a vivid picture, - this 1s missing the mark.
The many attempts at learning to bse the bow and
arrow, the difficulty of striking the target, shots
falling wild, shots falling short.

The brothers of Jospeh as they spoke of their
8in toward their brother significantly enough used
this very word, - that was their great sin,.that °
they had missed the mark of brotherhood.

We find the same picture of the word sin in the
NT when we read of Christ sitting with the taxgath--
erers and sinners. These men were public servants
with wide opportunities for loyal patriotic service,
but men who had missed the mark, who had used their
office and its sacred trust, not for the good of so--

ciezy but merely for their own personal aggrandise-
ment.
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, The meaning isplainer still when we see Judas taki
ing back his 30 pieces of silver,.trying to wash his
hands of his sin, crylng out; "I have sinned in be-
traying innocent blood." What man in history has so
completedy, so wildly, missed hls mark.. He had been.
ofie of the privileged 12, had lived with Christ,.but
in spite of such high privilege, had missed his mark.

Let us, then take these tkxer basic pictures of i
sin, transgression,.iniquity, and wickedness, and
apply them to our own every day life. How do we fit

into the picture?

Out text says "All men have sinned and fallen
short of the glory of God." Probably we all are
guilty of all three types of sin, - transgressing |
the known moral laws and standards of conduct, twist-
ing our personalities and oub capaclilties out of their
intended shape into something distorted, and of miss-
ing the goal of the high calling of Christ Jesus, in
out own lives, of falling short of what we ourselves
know to be the right and the good. ‘

1., Take first the idea of transgression,. In this
modern:age, there is a very strong school of thot
which would challenge the basic assumptlionof this
concept of transgression.. Arguments from the stud--
ies of psychologists have been used to break down
the necessity of confommity to moral standards,

on the theory that too much repression thwarts the
development of personality. Their objective is to
escape and to disregard the "thou-shalt-nots" of 1ife

Actually wexkaxexzerirEMk today we are falling
over backward in our training and devlopment of poutt
whom we have sent out to face the new world with the
slogan of freedom, as their catchword of an expand-
ing 1ife, whereas actually many of them have learned
and understand only license rather than freedom.

They fail to realize that all of 1life has its
"thou-shalt-nots", 1ts standardg, its laws. Ve see
it on all sides of us; the maX"ddhtinuously flaunts

the bagic laws of health soon finds himself in a hos-
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pital in the care of a dobbr. Lé‘one would have
health, .one must live and move within the structure
and fremework of the laws of health.

So too in this age of science. No field of human
endeavor is more firmly built upon law, regulation,
and control, than is science. 2 plus 2 is just as
true in the Foochow dialect as in the English lan-
gaage; gravitation i1s as true Xm a law 1in Asia as
in Europe.

But when we come to the realm of morality, for
many it seems so eagy to brush aside the concept of
law and standrads. To students/ of history, however
nothing is clearer that that at some time or other,
all men comeup against the great eternal verities,
the priceless treasurer in the human heart, the basi
knoledge of right and wrong. Shades of meaning =nx
may vary from age to age but the fundémental truths
are deeply ingrained in the structure and moral fib-
re of the race,.-- and woe be to him who lightly
transgresses them, ‘ _

Sin, then, i& its crudest, baldest form, is just
this, - transgressing, violating, flaunting,.to ones
own downfall, the eternal "thou-shalt-nots'" of life.

11,. Come now to the second picture of sin, - that
of twisting out of shape.

Many have pointed out that ®od may well prornews
nounce judgement upon the nations of the west for
their distortion of destiny. These nations with
their vast wealth, their resources, their adminis-
trative and technical skills, living selfishly for
themselves, thinking of other nations, if and when
they do think of them, chiefly in terms of bullding
security for ones own future,

I am thinking chiefly of my own nation today.
It is sharing food and supplies with other natlons,
but at a price, and the motivation, in the minds of
the great majority I fear, is merely that of saving
America from the impact of Communism.

Paraphrasing the keen inslight of Abraham Lin-
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coln that no nation can long live_half free and half
slave, Stanley Jones once gave txis graphic picture
of sworld hunger, with this arresting phrase, "the
world can not long live, half starved, and half
stuffed."

But thinking more especially in terms of the indi
vidual, one of the cruelest forms of sin today in »m

our midst is just this twisting, - twisting of anoth
er's thoughts, of another's motive, misinterpreting

the intention of a friend.

Rousseau, in his story of Emile, opens his first
sentence by saying "All things come pure from the
hands of God." Whether there is no much goodness
in the world or not, may be debated, but all agree
these miginterpretations of life only crush out the
good,

In Japan you may have seen the trees that have
been intentionally drawyfed and twisted, and thus
contained in pots, rather than left free to grow to
their natural shape and height in the freedom of the
out-of-doors. The bnteresting observation you may
have made is this, - that all of the twists and
dwarfing carry on throughout the 1life of the tree, .-
dhere does not come a later adjustment of straighten
ing out and return to normal. -

So it is with this form of sin - the twist tends
to carry on. I remember readingthe story of an act
of kindness,.of deep understanding and sympathy on
the part of the governor of one of our American
states, He was a man who loved hls dogs, who had
found in them a deep companionship; they had done
something vital to him and had made him a better man
So he shared one of his pets, sending it to the Stat
Peniteniery, thus hoping that friendship for this
intelligent animal might re-kindled in the hearts of
those hardened criminals some of the finer things
pfvlife ,

But someone, no one knows who,.started the fanci-
ful story that the dog had killed a child, and that
justice must be satidfied, and that the governor
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had condemned the dog to confinement for life. The
governor'sofice was swamped with letters of reproact
Scarcely a nation around the world failed to bring
its protest. The governor tried to answer and to
explain but to no avdil; finally in despair he gave
up all attempts to correct this viclous story.

That is the tragedy in our own lives, - that the
twisting andperverting of our sins carry on, rather
than diminish. The jealous thought or act in it-
self does not seem large, but it does not cease, -
it carries on and enlarges.

Suspicion grows without much nursing. The old
adage " nip it in the bud " is a wise cautlion here,-
correct the twist, the distortion, immediately at
1t8 source.

111. Missing the goal. I like this concept of sin
for 1t has in it the idea of growth.. The youth as
he isinstructed by the elders of the tribe, natural-
ly starts with mery poor aim,.hlis shots are wild, |
he may even completely miss the target. But there
comes a day when , after arduous practice and dili-
gence, he no longer misses the mark,.and thereby
becomes one of the inner circle of the tribe.

The sin for nations and for individuals lies
just here, - that instead of growing better and moee
skilled in the good, - we contlnue to miss the tar-
get with our wild shots to left or right,

There is nothing more heart-breaking in this
land and even in our own lands, than to see and to
realize how often society has falled to develope
the best and finest in its youth..

Haitang is one of the large, barren, islands off
the coast of Fuklien, whene the Methodlst Church has
a strong work. Many of the real leaders of our
church have come from there, among them the present
President of Fuklen Christian University. I never
visit Haitang without belng conscious of the many
other college presidents andteachers, leftin the

isolationand filth of their villages, ignorant,. and
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useless to an on-going society.. Mapy may be as bril.
liant as theae in pleaces of leadership today. But
neither society nor the Church has put the hand of
love and sympathy upon them and they have missed the
opportunity ‘of a fuller 1life,

When we come to think of our own lives in terms
of missing the goal, we are trulg concscious offour
sins. Much of our missing the target 1s not just
wild shots to right or to the left, but rather in
falling short, in too low aim., Browning 1t was, who
said, "Low aim is a crime,"

Some one has pointed out that thisisprobably the
greatest sin of professing Christians, that thelir
aim i1s too low, - not that they are necessarily
guilty of wrong acts, but that in the presence of
the highest, noblest, aims, th&# are content to set
as their own aims those which & epower.

I believe and know that in my own life, thigls
profoundly true. It igso easy to rationdlize 1
the presence of the highest which holds hardships
for us, that we are still belng good, that we are
not sinning, as we choose and follow a lower aim
( and often.incidentally an easier one ) good in
itself but not the best.

When we think of those rare moments, experiences
of 1ife, when we have catght a vision of high servic
and devotion, and compare our dally living with thos
goals, we become conscious of the meaning of sin for
Us individually in terms df missiMg-the goal.

To sum up then, Sin istransgression of the moral
law, Sin is twisting out of shape our capacities
for goodness. Sin 1s falling short of the Known
high aims of a noble life.

To the woman caught in sin, Ghrist gave his for--
giveness, and added, "Go andsin no more." 1In the
consolation that we sin only as we are separated
from God, let uﬂface the days ahead in new and high
resolve,
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i The Christian and His Worries.

1 texttonite is found in Mt.63;3l, "Be ye not therefore an-
xious about the morrow.'

I confess that if we were in America, someone would immediate-
1y utter a sigh and say that we were to have a Pollyanna messag
Polljanna is a fictional character representing the 1life that i
all sugar and cream, a2ll joy, all happiness, everything is bounc
to turn out right, the nothing ultimately can go wrong phllmso—
phy of life. It is such an overdooe of sweetness that to many
it is very distasteful.

In spite of the fact that there are such visionary, flighty,
people who never seem to face realities, who ostrich~like with
their heads in the sand, refuse to face the facts of life, sgil]
there is much to be said for them.

Little Pippa with her "God's in his heaven" strikes a respon-
sive chord in all of us. And Paul had something to say about i
"A1l things work together for good to them that love God, "

Actually this type of thinking may be the most realistic after
all; the man or woman who has seen the facts and their implica-
tions and their meanings for his or her life, is the individual
who can understand and appropriate the words of our text.

Iy message tonite concerns the worries, the fré&iings, and
the cares that so often grip us, ‘and the redation of these burds
dens we carry,to our faith and trust in the God whom we profess
to love and féllow.

I confess that I started to think on this subject recently, as
& result of various conversations and observations made among
ourselves. The reactions to what we have regarded as bad news
and wnahhpy circmmstances have been in most instances not the
opportunity for a strengthening of our Christian faith and cour-
age, but rather a 49L411+af"* ard enervat 1nr experience., T
believe - Jowell to top and ~xanmine cursclves and our reactions

So mueh,of 1ife is autmmatic, habitual; we could save our-
1

selves so mueh heartache, and emotional strees and weakness, if

we decided in advance our main positions and attitufdes toward
gvents we may anticipate,

We waste endless energy bJ our worry and surprise over every
single event, pouring ou fresh our nerveous strength with each
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new recital. It is too much & a strain on our nervous makeup
to plow through each separate happening emotionally.

In the fine things of life, the enjoyable ones, it is natur-
al that we should draw them out, tske them to pieces, so as to
enjoy them as long as possible, to have the joy and satisfactic
of tasting and drinking in the sweetness of every such event,
but why use the same pattern and technigue oR.the nhappipesses
of life, only making each bitterness a separate worry?  Itgest
costs too much to fight each situation as a single, separate
event, '

It is possible to reach our emntional conclusions before the
event, setting up the pattern of reaction for a whole classifi-
cation of events and happenings. Then, if and when they do
come, we can check them off, having been prepared for them, an
expecting thez}l_) Sa:rﬁ_ng to (’)U_I"SGJ_VE’-S, and also it might be wise
to our friends too, "Well, it has not happened until now, thanl
God for th@se 6 months."

Actually of course we must all admit that nothing has happen
ed to us or our work that we did not expect many months ago,
predicated upon evengts elsewhere, I do not believe a single
new event or type of event has taken place in our midst. We are
not experiencing anything for which we have not been prepared.

T adnmit that events afar off do not grip one emotionally as
those before ones eyes; it is hard not to go to pieces emotions
ally when it hits and strikes closer at home, and touches our
friends, But what a cost some of us are paying for it in the
stress and strain of our inward lives, in our surprise and
resentments.

If we go back to our decisions made some time ago, we then
faced today, and its impact wupon us personally, and we decided
that we would stay and take it, come what will, Those decis-
ions were made on the basis of our best judgements and with
the cohviction that the presence of the living God witth us
would make victory for us perscnally possible,

Actually if we are wése, we will accept it all in our stride,
having set our course and charted our path through conflicting
events, attacking in our mental and emotional 1life the total
picture rather than the isolated event., Let us make th&~TIght
and the decisions once for all, and rot each time the same
typical event take§ place,



I am reminded of the sights we see on the streets everywhere f
these days - the number of persons trying to learn to ride a f
bicycle., The pattern 15 always the same, someone on each side: |
helps the beglnner as ge falls to one side and then to the othery
and finally those who have progressed in their courage, trying
it alone, zigzagging back and forth dovm the street.

Soon, however, it all becomes automatic, there is no questions
ing as to whether I should turn this way or that; one jusk goes |
ahead. FHow like most of us today in our reactions to surround-
ings, twisting thas way and u“mt, with no straight path, Pust
as if we were beglnneru; our reactions not habitual but exper-
imental in each separate event.

- e the problem

Immediately we ask ourselves, "why are we uaﬂ171nv/nach single
time it arises, rather than holding to our one steady purpose in
the overall picture?"

Can it be that we do not have enough faith in the God into
whose hands we have pnt our lives these days? And that brings
us immediately to the whole problem of worry and its effect
upon our lives. There is time to point out only a few observa-
tions on this matter of worry as it relates to wus in our pres-
ent day life in this land,

Why do we worry? The easiest answer, and by far the common-
cqg\ is simply thal we are built that way and can not help it.
There are gsome of course who really enJOJ'worr but fortunately
not many suche. Is worry too much of ES relliﬁnce upon self and
and £oo little faith and trust in God?

In our high@sg¢}incst moments we are willing and anxious to
commit our whole case and all our problems to God,but too often
we want to take them back again later and handle “them in our
ovn wWay.

Someone has called the worry of our western civilization "a
najor scourge of our tire, the disease of our age,"

Even in his day, X well knew what was happening to his friends
their worried, harassed, anxious, fretting, bothered livesy
He well knew how terribly men get caught up by the pressures of
present necessities and daily 1ife crowding in on them.

oL L
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X constantly tried to get people to see life steadily, and to
see (it &hole, to see the background, the total picture, rather
than the individnal unhappy scere. "Consider the birds," he
said, they live out the deep laws of their nature, and so they
are cared for in a friendly universe.

In the very nature of things the present is vitally important
but wisdom demends the look toward fomorrow. It is tomorrow
that today gets its meaning. J carefully planned for the fu-
tured He deliberately ordered the course of his ministry, even
to the cross,- his return to Jersu., the seldction of the 12,
and the sending out of the 72. He organized the details of the
Last Supper, zs he had done for the triumphant entry into Jerus

"'-.'Q‘ £ oo .

If J were living invﬁﬁé flesh in our midst today, we would
pProbably hear hhnsay/to each one of us, "Be ye not therefore
anxious about the morrow."

There is a vast difference between legitimate planning and
senseless worry. We so often worry about episodes in the past

that can not now be altered., and about happenings in the fubure
that may ngeroccur.

Reinhold Neibubkr had posted over his desk this simple but
profound prayer, " God grant me serenity,to accept the things
I cannot change} the courage tochange the things 1 can; and the
wisdom to sce the difference," Wese words these.

Two things concerning which we should never worry. Thé#first
is the things we can change. It is stupid to fret over things 1
we can change; let's get busy and change what we can. The
Second thing concerning which we should not worry is what we c&
got change, We must learn %o accept such, to admit their real~
1ty, but we need not permit them tb crush us. God always
Stands ready to give us strength and courage to deal with the
unavoidable,  "Thou shalt keep him in perfect peace whose mind

1s stayed on thee.n™ -
J ee ’4“82%[

It has been suggested for those who worry mpch that a good
iractice is systematfically to examine ones 7EriOUS worries of
szihpiSt veek, In view of the usual outcome of our worri?;ht
i Practice often brings worry out into xkE its true L1g L
remarkably enough, many have worried less after such a Wee

T

J €Xamination,
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A modern commentator has summed it up in these words, "The wor
ry gate is the most used entrance to the cemetery." "It is the
diurnal dose of despair that kills."

Jesus was the greatest enemy of worry. On the night of his
betrayal he gave us the cure for useless worry. He sgid,"Take
no thought" for food, raiment, and the like, In the Greek,this
phrase "take no thought" is used to describe the sea in the
grip of a tempest. X urges us not to let our minds become so
stirred up by troubles;' that God will make them serve a good
purpose Af we but trust him.

Bascially I think we all must admit that our worries indicate
2 lack of complete faith and trust in God. Somehow our grip on
Him must have Slipped. What we all need %s the frequent break

through in the clouds to see God.

Tt is so hard to see beyond our surroundings, they seem so
important. T"hat we are dbing seems right and correct, the pro
per thing and we consider it the L rd's work, but often when we
see it all ageainst the longer range view, it Decomes our own

small selfishness.

I read Lhe other day in one of our lMethodist Church papers
what theoretically should be a matter for congratulations and

Joy; yet with the longer and wider range vision, it seems from
this distance almost criminal.,
Methodist

The report said that the/Church in the States in the year
1949 had spent on repairs, but ché:fly on new buildings, the
smm of US$67,000,000, TIn the face of such world hunger and the
multitudes of children unable to achieve any worthy destiny, i
the glory of such a record of sacrificéql giving fades, especial
1y when we realize how hard we here have to b§9<gﬂr a few thous:
and dollars., Ve nced frequently to check and t8 pecheck our
Perspectives, lest our lives be attuned to low levels.

Ih~the number of times that I have passed through Japan to
and fronm America, I have always eagrerly looked forwahé to the
EPIV1lege of drinking in the beauty of snow-capped Fukiyama.
Sut clouds, fog, rain have thwarted me so that only once did I
°atch a glimpse’ of Fufi through the porthole of the shipe.

But two e ; States, ™W
two vears ac . z n the St S

dream was » 'S ago, Eivlnﬁ back to China from fter leaving
"eam was realized.” For morew than a full hour, after

n & 7 - 4 e
5S§JQ K?wsalled dhove the clouds along the snow-capped rldbe,t
FUXlyama excelled any picture at the hands of Japan's mOS

dmous artigta
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The story is todld of a visitor to the Alps, after weeks of
bad weather,packing up to leave without a glimpse of the majes-—
tic peaks. A native senséng his trouble said to him, "If you
want to see the beauty of our mts,m take the trail that leads
up yonder mt, and by and by you will come to a wooden cross at ‘
a2 bend in the road. At this point you will be above the clouds

Fog is our enemy today. It holds us too close to the earth,
our visions are cramped, our horizons lack perspective and

How then can we see God, how can we break through the clouds,
£ hatever~rsurrounds us and keeps out the heaver isi
the fog, wh “\:%‘uﬁ‘ a\# P enly visia

Our trouble may be that we are looking for a Fukiyama every
day whenwe know that such is not possible. Life can not always
be on such & high level. It may be that w are called upon to
male the commonplace in our lives the opening into the heavens,
the vista that leads us out to God and his glory.

After all the commonplace of our every day living may be the
rnost important thing we are called upon }o do these days,;i-
just living, on a high lével, and with a warm contagious spirit
of freidnship, |

The story is told of a Salvation Army lass who was imnlored
to goto the aid of a drunken woman who was threatening i e
ner own life and to kill anyone who interferred,

The girl in her un%fonn clinmbed the rlcke?y'stairs, approach-
ing the room from which the shouts and shreiks were coming. She
stood a moment in prayer, then knocked, "Tho's there?!" "The Sa
vation Army.", and victory was hers. -

Later she commented, '"Wasn't it wonderful that I could sa-
the Salvation Army." And that was emactly correct for at that
poment she was all there was of the Army at that partiicular
g;pot ) "

There are times every daz w@en all there is of Xty there bt
on the spot is you or I, It 8.5 stgggerlng fact, and g Soberp..
ing one; to realize that the attractiveness of Xty or the e
i ) , i & i h .
Sulson arainst Xty, is so often wrapped up, at least for the

~- "
moment, in you Or IS
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A doctor in one of our church hospitals in Fukien wrote in

his rather hesttating Fnglish, but in a language that speaks to

our hearts;-" All missionaries today are in the display window

of Xty; every action of ns would create lasting impression on

the outsiders."=—We shall see our God, then, in the common task

of every day service for him,

™. .1
4

’1?:X;ust also constantly remind omrselves that results in life
are in God's hands, yes, we must do allwe mam humanly can, but
final results are with him. These days we can not pray for
easier tasks, or else we are not worthy to be here, but rather
for greator strength to meet the tasks.

Modern psychology can help us a lot lmx right here. You have
seen the experience in others, possibly in yourself, of how the
psychological law holds true, "what captures your imagination,
captures jou,"

A man s has become the victim of sin, or a vicious habit
which holds him in its grip. He screws up his courage and de-
termination .and vows that he will never again succumb to that
temptation, that this time Wwe will conquer. He keeps it con-
stantly before his mind, ever trying to be on the a}ggp gainst
the first semblance of its appearance.

But one day before he realizes whalt has happened, he finds
that in spite of his good resunlitions, something like a tidal
wave has engulfed him without warning, and carried himaway.He
wonders how it could have happened, he thought he was ‘so secure,

...

The constant thinking about the sin had captured his imagina-
tion and without his knowing/ it,kkk® the sin had captured him
o0, So with you and me today, if we constantly dwell in our
minds npon our difficulties, our hardships, our heartbreaks, th
jinequalities, the injustices round about us, before we know’it |
the situation controls us and we have succumbed, : 3

Tmat hope is there then? The psychologists tell us, and Chri
tian teaching strongly substantiates it, that the way of victo
31ways lies along the path of a surredder to something highep
ard finer, which of course in your life and mine, means J.g

) : ns J.C,

T,

This is just another way of saying that we are called mon

£iabt the donditions that perplex us and
these days not to 1lg& s 1d1.b P X and weak
alusbfsqmnm ervous energy and calm, but in a deeper

Spipit of consecretion, to surrender all of life more completel-
to our Father. 3



Q NIt sums up the message I want to leave with you. 7 |
(U= - o |

Yo haye probably heard-the story of thp shepherd out &n the
hills, in the States, who wymke sent a strange request to the bx
broadcadting station./ IHe wrote;" I nLJoy Jour programs every
week and I want to aslk a favor of you., It is rather lonely up
here in the hills and I have not much to amuse me except my ; |
radio. I used to play my old violin but now it is badlv out’ of
tune. I wonder if you would be kind enough to pause on your._.
next program to otrlke "A” so that I might tune my violin and ~
enjoy its must& again,. 25 g,

And the next week a whole nation listened s a xaxkimmax formal
program stopped to give a lonely ranger out on the hills his
pitch. This is truly a graphic picture of the human soul
and its application to us in Cpina today is very real.

Daily may we listen for the message that comes just as truly
over the ether waves as the message from the wireless, for the
true pitth that will attune our lives to God. "3e e rdltherp-
fore anxious about the morrow."






. The Contemporary Christ.
“ggsus Christ is the same yesterday, today

ver, "

| The sWbjeet for our thought together this evening
18 the Comtemporary Christ. In the backwoods and un-
developed sections of several of the southern states

' of the U.S., there are meny inhabltants who today are
living exactly the same life as their forbears of ien~
turies ago. A recent wrlter in describin% them call-
' ed these men "our contemporary ancestor?.d A Ziiin

iapt phrase to picture before our minde a dee€p A
Pho dead, yet are they among us.

The Comtemporary Chrigt. The Christ that was cru-
' elfied, dead, and buried, 1s the same Christ who
- lives within the human hegrt today. "The same yes-
. terday, today and forever, the very foundation proum-
 ise of all our Christian life,

Whether we like 1t or not, we are deep in the spir-

it and power of this sclentific age, which has brot
about an ever increaslng mastery over nature. With
it has come an enlarged idea of man's own lmportance
in the scheme of things, with a consequent lessening
of the sense of the reality of God, and of his essern
tial place in life.

Beneath this thin veneer of satisfied self-assuranc
however, man appears as a strangely bewildered, frus-
trated, profoundly unhappy, wortal. The world war,
the depression, the Jazz age, and our present bewil-
derment as to the way out of 1t all, plcture a gener-
ation shorn of its pkE self-coafidence and disslllus-
loned as to the significance of its own achievuent.

Religion has become too subservient to the mood of
the scientlfic age; 1t has been too anxious to bring
Christianity into confromity with the latest dogmas
of secular thought. In 8o doing, 1t has lost its
own deep spiritual insight and ethical sensitivness

that has made the Church such a powerful force for
personal and soclal reeonstruction throughout the age

It is an easy assumption of science that 1t is the
sole gulde to truth and the only way by which reallity
can be known, overlooking the fact that sclence deals
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. primarily with abstractions of reality, specializing
on fragments, but not with Reality in its wholeness,
as does religion.,

T%ﬁ%&arclvglcﬁecl%rgée’coaclusions of modern science have

probably hepped very materially to re-é&nforce grouads
for belief in God., The hablt of mind, however, en-
genered by sciengce has in many cases unfitted man
for the personal apprehension of God.

S0 we come to our present day, with its moral let-
down, or as some might say, breakdown. Just as fla-
. grant defiance of the laws of health brings sickness
| and death, so the violation of the eternal moral
principles means the disintegration of c%x%%%zatlons.
The ultimate explanation of our present chaos
is that it is an inexorable judgement on selfishness
and sin.,
/The way out comes to us in the call to return to the
| spiritugl 1life, Here we find that science 1s not our
|enemy but from many points of view our ally. In fact
'the more we delve into science, the ExXd more evident

|1t becomes that the 0ld hard and fast cleavage bes

| tween energy and matter, between spiritugl and mater-.
'1gl is a problem of the past, - that 1s to sgy, at
lleast in our western world. Matter doday seems to

'be dissolving itself into non-material, while the
'spiritual becomes the most real.

A return to the spiritual can mean for the Christis

j n to Christ, the attempt to recapture
l 2gtys:gzergguznetpresence of the victoripus Christ,

' the demand for life, and for llfe wore abundant, the
full, rien, Joy -briaging life, life that conquers
and controls all of personallty.

!

ie Christians make much of the Cros, ang rigntly

: B3
too. We should remember, however, that #i €3§3
there gould be no explantion of the phenominal érowdg

1~ TS

and power of the first cenetury Church, The:¥ faith|
went beyond the Cross, to its final victory.

Ma2<
The story is told of a sngggiggmgs%gggyﬁ§/:‘Mahom-‘
etan at his master's grave, (to a Christian, to the
effect that Chrisianity was\EEEfined to oblivion,

because 1t could not even point to “hrit's grave.
&ad how profoundly true was the answer that 1t is
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the glory of the Christian religion that 1t has no
grave.

It was the empty grave that gave the early Church
its power. As they stared at the empty tomb, they
heard a volce "He i1s not here, he is rigen." Then,
they began to understand the meaning of so muech he
had taught them, and they lived daily in the hope of
his early return. |

They walted and walited, some of the faithful died,
and thelr sons waited in thelr place, but in vain..

"Why does he not come?" they said, 'he promised he
would come."

Then it was jthat that old saint, John, who had
been mucgh witg‘lesus; gensing the weakenlng of their
faith and the cooling of their hopes, pointed out
to them tneir error in waiting for him. And a glor-,
ious revlation burst upon them. "He ls here, he is
with us now, he is not in heaven, why walt, he is in
our midst."

Study the gespel of John with this thought in mind
and see how QChrist is plctured not so much as the
miracle worker, but as apresence, as life, permeat-|
ing the life of his followers. Listen to Him, "I am
the Way, the Truth, and the Life. I am the Vine, I
am the Good Shepherd.

Those who have seen in Chrlst merely a great mor al
—~1is8t have falled to catch the power of this Divine
. Presence in Life. In spite of Voltaire's cry, "Ere
the beglaning of the l3th century, Christianity will
have disappeared from the earth.", in splte of his
ery,.'the Presence remains with us, the victorious
Lord, the contemporary Christ, the life that is in
men.

How vitally Christ lived. A life throbbing with
power that was transmitted to all with whom he came
into contatc.

The whole world pays homage to Carist as its great
est teacher, and yet how long it has takehus to |
claim hls knowledge. uodern psychology is now makin
mugch of the wreckage of personallty at the hands of
frastrated and suppressed self. Release is the
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key word.

And yet Christ was ever pointing out that one nev-
er wins by continually battling, one never wins by
constant repression. Victory comes only thruough
guceumbing, only through surrender to something high
er and better,

thought. Frequently he put volumes of meaning into
a short pithy phrase, a maxim of a few words. Some-
one has fligured that all the reco@ded words of Jesus
could be printed on 3 common newspaper pages.

But.gé was not content to leave it there, 1ln these
conelse kreasure geme of spikltual insight. He al-
ways added a story, a parable, to bring out its xmzan
deeper meaning, in case the hearers mlight have mlsse:
Aitie

But even then he was not content. The wmaxlm, the
parable, these were not enough for Bhrist. To Xzawve
live it out so that men might see 1ts practlcabllity

\ 1 -
wz; e e S As hg taught of love, we se
Heb % azi’d.t'% umadl)&is lto%ee a5 le?n’em %% .]‘;L.fea° lofty

moral precept, understood and grasped by few. The
story of the Good Samaritan who helped his neighbor,
from an enemy nation, brought 1t home to all. Still
not content, Christ lived the message revealing its '
deepest meaning on the Cross as he breathed on his
enemies those newer-to-be-forgotten words, "Forgive
them, Pather, for they know not what they do."

This presence, this life, of which we are speaking
18 not mere theory; it 1s the reallst of reality.
Now there are 3 easlly reecognizable and discernible
stages or degrees 1n the realizatlion of this Pres-
ence of the Contemporary Christ.

There are

Times when in spilte of our lack of knowledge of
the why and wherefore, there comes to us a volce
from beyond, which we kKnow 1s not of ourselves,
calling us to a higher life. Some call 1t conscienc
ggmghéh&g gfcigo%geg?rg% Eetgihg§22£ ggﬁgggagge.
Nature. Gall it what you will, but to the Chris-
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| tlan, 1t 18 the volce of the person of Christ.
SR A
1, Temptations to the lowest of life, challenges
put to the very foundatlions of personality itself,
have come to practically every stalwart, red-blooded
man sometime during life, - and with what results?
of these dgily temptations
History recorgs/ang ygur egper ence and mine con-
firms, that without Jesus Christ, defeat with its con-
sequent chagrin and shame is inevitable.
wellnigh
Paul, the very type of strong and ruggeé_man, who
might be expected to collapse under the burden of the
lower allurements of 1life, %%g¥xq§ a vietor, conquer
or, through Christ. )

It was he who gaggfggsgﬁis glorious promise, as
the outgrowth of his experience of Christ, fouad in

1 Cor.10:13%,"No temptation has overtaken you that 1g
not common to man. God is falthful, and he will not
let you be tempted beyond your strength, but with
the temptation will also provide the way of escape,
that you may be able to ermdure it."

11,But to a larger number of us, possibly to all of
ug, there has come the time in life that we have
arrived at a crossroads, a turning point,/ faced with
the alternative of the up or down, a time of memn-
tous decision.

Every man or woman who calls upon the name of
Christ and who recognizes him as Lord, bears witnesg
that hie power alone has brought us through these
erlses, unsdathed, and a better man or woman because
of the battle.

a But to think of the presence of Christ merely in
| these 2 categories of temptation and ecrisis is to
' miss the deepest and richest meaning of the Contemp -
orary Christ.

80 we m m s
i1LEet e here 1 sh ?c.%%agms we e%ryng VATt naerxiw o % al %%%B 3
religious warmth, a fervor, that is slowly Changin
life and society, in high and low plages alike, I%
is a new emphasis, and yet asg 0ld as the religion
Jesus Christ himself., For 1its constaatly reiteratgg
message 1s siuply thlis, that Jesus Christ ig our
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eontemporary, 1s allve today, 1s here, is walting
for the invitation to rule supreme in the human heand

The clarion call of the world today is for 1life,-
life, lived at its fullest and best. The trouble
with most of us is not that we are bad, but that we
do not live at our best.

It was Robert Browning who once polnted out for us
that a low alm is failure in itself. &M one of the
common Hebrew words used in the 0.T. for sin, and
ite corresponding Greek work in the N.T., has as its
root meaning this very thought, - the plcture of the
choice of a lesger good in the presence of a higher
good, which is thus judged as sin.

Bishop Bashford, that salnt of North China, repeat-
edly said," China's greatest need 1s a sheer demon-
stration of personal goodness.," Not only China; thet
is the ery of the nations today, for men who can llwe
up to the highest and best they know.

We who come from the weetern races come of a stock
that prides itself on its darlng and courage. Were
the criscsuddenly to confront us and the challenege
to be presented, not a man of us but would be willin
to die for Christ. But the far more difficult thing
for you and me, is to live for Christ, day by day,
in all avenues of &onducte.

_ and I often repeat,it
Emerson was fong of say ng."%hat you are, speaks

so loudly that I can not hea hat you are saying."
Not sermons, not books, not essays, but life, the
abundant, vietorious life.

Christiis waltling and anxlous to take possession
of the whole of life, just as eager to re-make men

today ae he was centurlies ago, and Jjust as able. ;
]

Remember Peter, that shallow, vacclllating, enthu-
giast, always pushing to the fore, always eager to
protest his loyalty and devotion, and yet, what a
man of fallures. But after Christ had filled his
1ife, this man as unstable as the sands of the sea,

wag re-christened by Christ, as Peter, the rock.
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Ox &qh&, of the fiery temper, whose very naue, X
commdnky @sed throughout his community, was son of
thunder.d. He 1t was who plead with Christ to call
down the fires of heaven upon the city that would

- not’heed Christ's word.

| It 1s scareely jsmposgible to recognize in this

- new John the same mang; * he has become the apostle of
love, the very incernation of the story of Christ's
~all pervading love which he tells so beautifully.

Wizge are tempted to say to ourselves, that is is all
a,pretty plcture, but impractical in this hard world
of today; that it simply will not work dnder condi-
tiong of the 20th century. And yet as a Church we
dare not give it up, we believe it must be so today;
we have seen it proved in individual lives, but too
few., /1t seems to so many as some one has sald-as the
"tormenting lure of the unattainable."

No, we all have within us that divine susceptiblli
ty for the unseen., Listen again to Paul. In a pris-
on cell, chained to guards, in utter defeat as the"

. world reckons defeat, writing to Timothy, he sa.}l's.
But the Lord stood beside me and gave me power,
Paul knew this contemporary Christ, and keew him in 4

all his power.

dartin Luther once said,"If you-should knock at
the door of my heart and-ask,'"Ls m?rtin_Lutner at
home?, thée answer would come bacK.'No. Marﬁin‘Lutner
does not live here, this is Christ & houme.

Listen to Scheditzer, that distinqulshed doctor,
musiclan, philosopher, glving his life in the heart
" gf Africa, "He reveals himself to us in our tolls, dy
our conflicts, our gsufferings, through which we pass

in his fellowship."

1 £
The answer to the preaiq} world' s despalr and chac
and to every troubled so ismply a daily and hourly
gurrender to this Divine Presence, the Contemporary

Christ, who 1s the same yesterday, today, and tomorr.

o "¢ ie not I that live, but Christ who liveth

in me."
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-1- : The Early Church

Each of us, I am sure, in these recent months, has
been asking, "What is going to hapven in China? Is
thls Just more of the same kind of uvheavel through
which the Church has gone in years wvpast? O ENSA
somethling more fundamental in its challenge to the
very continuity of the Church, gnd its exlstence?

Can the Church survive? If 1+ does, will it have
been compelled in the struggle for survival to surren
der so much that what is left may be colorless and
imvotent. What are the fundementals on which it can
not yield? What can it give up as non-essentials?

There 18 today in certain circles, a glibness I con
fess I do not like, a refusal to see reality. More
than once I have heard it expressed, "The Church is
divine, it is bound to win. Why should we be too much
concerned about its fate here in China?"

I too believe the Church is divine, and that it
will ultimately win, but let us never forget those
many defeats during these 1900 years, - some of these
defegts in China.

Such thinking throws us back to the early Church,
the first few centuries, and I have been thinking
much in these months as to the ovposition and perse-
cution that cgme to the Church then, and its reasons
for ultimate victory.

Most of you have at least dipred into that monumen-
tal series of 7 volumeg of the History of the mXpan-
slon of Xty, by Latourette. I hav%h1ust recently,
agailn, gone through his reasons fo sictory of the
Church, up to the time of Constantine.

It has been most illuminating, as we put the plc-
ture side by side with conditions in China today.
Much is in agreement, many present day factors, how=
ever, are naturaglly absent.

Let us look, then, at that early church.

a.) It was predominatnly an urban church, and one in
whichwomen far outnumbered men
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b) What that small group proposed was a fouhdation- |
shaking revolution in the structure of the world of

that day. The Christians refused to partake in the |
practices connected with the pagan gods which sSeemed
to engulf most of l1life, business, volitics, and nlea
sure; the Christian became a peparate group, living

in many ways apart from those about them.

c) Xyt, however, was not the only religious group
facing opprosition and versecution; all were being
forced into subservience to the State worBhip. Xty
faced the most subborn, unrelentl and long con- |
tinued resistance of any groun, andUyet it emerged
victor.

d) Had this persecution continued longer, it might
have wiped out the young church. Many Christians
deried the faith and gave un, but on the Whole the
Church emerged stronger and more vigoraus because of
the ordeal. ] |

The fear of persecution made admission into the
falth possible only for those of high determination.
Desire to be 1dentified with X in hls suffering be-
came gll vowering - the,driving force which magde it
possible to persist and*%pread ln the face of bitter
and bdoody ovrosition.

e) Very significant for us today is the fact that
Xty has never been widely adopted in those lands
where the pre-En religion and culture have remained
intgct. In areas of high civilization. such as Per-
sia. India, China. and Javan. Xty has never done mor
than win small minorities.

f) Altho Xty gained wide-sveard victory and accept-
ance in some areas. it later often vproved unable to
hold its gains. For example, in that great once-con-
quered area of N, Africa, where the Church had glor-

jously flourished, ¢t later almost completely dissap-
peared.fﬁi@ompare N. Africa with Egyp¥.

In Egypt, the Church early identified itself with
older Egyptian stock, the Coptlcs, both in life and
literature, with the result that when the criges
came, the Church was able to carry on.
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In N. Africa, however. the Church cgme in on the wave
of Roman culture, and neglected the natlve peoples
and functiloned glmost entirely through the Latln
languagef‘“ﬁhen the crisis came, the lssue was drawn
on the basis of the non-Roman Berber and Punic masses
%Zagainst the Roman possessor classes, and the Church
well nigh dissappeared.

Let us ask ourselves then, How and Why Did the Churck
Win Through? Why, among so manygil older faiths and
cultures, receiving far less persecution, Xty, an ob-
scure Jewish sect,_wi%ﬁ o influential backing, devel
oved an organizatibrl éﬁ%ﬁa only to the great empire
itself, and finally in only 3 centuries becamge su-
preme to that empire?

1) One answer given is Constgntine, and the Church
will never fomget the debt it owes to his suovort.
But we have to go back of Constantine and wky ask
why a Roman Emperor becgme a Christlan.

2) Disintegration of society was one of the great
reasons for the expansion of the Church; the known
world of that day was in a state of flux. With the
breakdown of everything roundabout one, the great
search was for security, as over agailnst chaos. and
thisg the Church promised to give, if not in this 1ife
at least in the next. Fellowship in such a group as
the Church brought a high level of life to all Who
entered 1 t.

Dl BRI 1é7;is% %br us in this day when church organi-

zation is sd frequently denounced to realize that one
of the gre4t contributing factors in the growth of th
the Church was its organizationf It was close-knit,
very coherent, No other group could give to its ad-
heretns such a sense of 'belonging'.

4. The inclugiveness of this fellowship also proved
a large factor. All races and all classes were at-
tracted and welcomed. 01d religions and vhilosoph-
ies never reached the wide avpveal of Xtye.

One of the charges against the church was that 1t
drew the lowly and unlettered multitude. The essence
of its teachings wesg so simple that all could under-
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atand. Mot only did it attract the masses, 1t also
had a philiosovhy that appealed to the ® arned. It
was for both sexes; it welcomed both rich and poor.
No other cult took in so many groups and such widely
divergent strata of soclety.

5) Another xwxxat strength of the Church was its in-
tolerance and yet at the same time, its adaptibility
It was both intransigent and flexible.

In its refusal to compromise With paganism on
social customs and moral practices, i1t developed a
coherence Wwhich set it over against soclety. A very
decided break with society was esseutial to join the
fellowship, which again in its turn gave a strong
conviction to its adherents.

Yet at the same time Xty always proved $tsedf
able to adjust itself to many current intellectual
beliefs while holding firmly to what it considered
the essential and central doctrines.

6. Another powerful cause of the Chfurch's growth
was that it ars wered tr;,??,need of hearts crying ogﬁ:(
for smmething of faithi,”a way of salvatlony Treed fo
the soul from the thralldom and sin of matter, andﬁg
immortality through union with God. )

7. Although many Xns falled to live on the highest
ethical level, it was the 1living of such a large
proportiongf of the Xns aixxhEksxhkghxkEwaX on this
morsl standard so far above society, that attracted
the pagan world.

The care given by the Xns to the poor and silck,
the widowed and orphans, was not lost on that sceeti
cal world, which had shown so little regard for the

underorivileged.

The almost total lack of revenge against thelr
persecutors, in the writings of those days 1s qulte
remarkable. After periods of girs% ution, when the
Church was in the ascendancy, 1t HEV&r fell to the
level of retalitation.

i x e . Lpbpely g VUL e

8. What then was the source of all these regggng
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for vietory? Dt all goes back to the vast release
of energy, unequalled in the hisdéry of the ragce,

that came at the beginning of Chrsitianity.

The early Xns ascribed this energy to the found-
er of the faith. Some thing happened to men who cameé
into contact with Jesus. That experience and assur-
ance was miraculously handed down from generation to
gere ration.

The significant fact is that the spread of the
church came gbout not thorugh the efforts of phofes-
sional missionariea ( althoughy there Were many such)
but by men and women who earned their livelihood in
some purkly secutrar way, and yet at the same time,
gpoke of their faith to those wh they met in this
natural fashion. It was the con;?agion of X and Hls
living presence in hils followers' that accounts for 3

the Victorious Churche.

—m cm S D o e e O oD e oD

With this background, this picture of victorious
1iving, on the march to triumph, let us catch a
glimpse of those heroic men and women of the first

century at worke.

Naturally the place to look is the Book of Acts,
that boolk of restless activity, thef book of 1iving-E
out-the-Christ-like-l1ife. We shall be surprised to
recognize in how many si tuations we may place our-
ssplves. Amd may it give us courage for today and

tomorrowe.

17.6 "These that have turned the world upside down
have come hither also."

Would that we deserved thatl jeer and taunt. Some-
one has sald that most of us Xns today would not
even upset a teacup, much less our community, ok the
world. Too often our motto has been, "Do not disturb’

the status quo"

This taunt at the earl Xns remains to this day a E
very accurate appralsal of the true Xn. If you and |
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I are not upsetting evil life round about us, 1f we
are nét bursting out beyond the narrow visions which
surround life, if we are not 1lifting men above their
sordid horizons, if we are not instilling new 1ife
into thwarted growth, than we may well ask ourselves
how Christian we are.

Have we in our complacency detoured too far awayv
from the challenges of the Christ 1ife? "Those that
have turned the world upside down have come to Foo=
chow also."

2312 "ang they were all amazed." Astounded and be- |
wildered. Surpiised and perplexed. Amazed and Aston
i ghed. Such an array of ¥ivid, 1iving words these |
tranglators hagve given us.

The crowd, the people Who gee US, are often amazed
at us, at our peculiar clothes, our hair, our eyes; 1
their frequent remgrks are indicative of our queers
ness. But have any been amazed at our humility,
our sympathy and understanding, our love?

The World csn and will be challenged for &hrist, |
only as i1t stands in awe and amazement at the Nel- |
mbllers, the Schweitzers, and may we dare add, - our:
selves.?

2;17"Your young men shall see visions and your old
men shall dream dreams.'

01d men must first dream dreams, or else the sptl|
“poverty of their generation 1s handed on to the next
generation and youth sees 1o visgion.

The Xn movement of that day was youth-filled. All/
world movements are fanned by youtHs enthuslasm 8
and daring. We often have been impatient with the
narrowness of youth's exuberance, but today around
the world, youth ig on the march. How often their
enthusiasms have been dulled and smothered by the
Church .

When X called youth to follow, he must have known
how dangerous it was, how costly it might vorove if

they ran off at a tangent but what a glorious adven-
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ture it oroved. God grant that no vision of youth
in quy midst today shgll ever lose any thing of truth
Justice and high l1living because of us.

11;26 "The discivles were called Christians first in
Antioch," .

What a city to have such a distinction! Antioch
Was about the most umpgromising place in the world
for any thing constructive ¥o happen to the Church.

It was one of the really black spots of the Roman
Empire. :
; who today

Many of our friends/are saying in the Foochow 1an-
guage, "mo-noh-co" ( there ig nothing to do about i)
Would have felt at home in Antiooh. But that's the
glorysofs thedXn religion, - the miracle so_ often
comes out of the impossible situation.

In moments of discouragement, - remember Antioch.

13;52 "And the dsicivles were filled with 103&"

But read first the rest of the chapter; what g
strange prescription for joy, - a fight with the mob,!
expuldon fram the city, wrecking of weli-laid plans.
heaping of denuncigtion and scorn upon them,

Our trouble has been that too often we have con-
founded joy with comfortebleness. whereas the source
of Joy must be faith and struggle. There must have
been the very minimum of comfort in Antioch, but
plenty of joy.

The New Testgment seems full of what has been call-
ed unreasongble logic. Let us pray God to baptize us
in Foochow with an outvouring of such unreasonable
logic that we too can be filled with this unquench-

able joy. ;

1;8 "e shgll receive power." Here we come to the
heart of 1t all, - the power of Jesus Christ in the
human heart.

Let us remind ourselves that this nower came only
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when the task was large enough. There is always Pen-
tecostal power for a Pentecostal task. As thelr con
sciousness of thelr task grew, amazingly their power :
grew to meet 1t.

Zo€=
This 48 always true in the divine economy. Power
alwaysAwith a commission. We do not receive power as
the result of going out to seek 1t. We receive power
in fulfilling a great and challenging task. And such
a task ig before us today in Foochow,

9317 "Ang Anmnias, laying his hands upon him, said,
Brother Saul." In many ways, one of the greatest
miracles of the whole Bible.

Picture Ananigs with fear and trembling, going to
meet this man5®Known throughout the Christian world
as its most violent opponent, ruthless in his at-
tempts to wipe it out. But stretching out his hand
in foregiveness and welcome, he says, 'Brother Saul."

This miracle preached the X story far more effec-
tively than any words Ananias ever uttered.

Saul was dazed between two worlds, but here came a
demonstration of the love of X, and it opened a whole
new world to Sgul. I+ was his first experience of
that love about which he later wrote, 'such love nev=
er falleth.,"

May we dare to hope that as you and I learn in
thought and act to say Brother to whose Who seem bent
on destruction of our highest hopes, we shagll set on
fire new Pguls, and Peters, and Johns for this new

day?

- o = -
m ™ e e o = = T

In the midst of those crushing onslaughts from the
pagan world, in a determination to end once for all ;
this rssing challenge of the Christien religlon, Chry
ostom sald to his fellow Christians, "There would be
no heathen if we would be true Christians."

I put a ? mark opposite that sentence the first
time I read lit. But it has lived with me and has



done sometliing %o me, ard now I have -erased the.?
mark. © My faith in the ultimate victory of X is >
strong enough to believe the challenge of Chrysostom.

T.C.Chao reports a similar remark by a recent
Cist leader. "We are materiglists but We are yilling
to tolerate other philaésovhies of 1life. Let them do
best and we wWill compete in gervice of the peovle.

Their inadequancy Bill be shown by the results."

Immediatelv we see that such a statement 1is only
a half truth, for it overlooks the fact that the new
regime by use of force can do much which the Church
might 1ike to do in changing soclety, but that of
course raises the question of the final efficacy and
validity of force, Again, the statement begs the
question of the spiritual growth of the individual,
putting all the change in the world upon a renewed
society,

But there is enough truth in the challenge of that
Cist leader to cause you and me humbly to bow our
heads, and with the sincerkty of a trusting heart,
pray that &m& we may be able to say, "It is no longer
I who live but Christ who lives in me."



E. PEARCE HAYES
DISTRICT MISSIONARY

o

Fore Feroh “Freohm -

S e V) £ 7
THE METHODIST OI.C.—WOI
"FUTSING. FUKIEN, CHINA

THE FOUR COAST DISTRICTS
EDUCATIONAL AND
DISTRICT WORK



Cist complete ctrol, land & thot

Rus, not China, aim—domination

High morale, destiny, etc.new
world

common people, no freedom, peasg-
ant oppression worse.

Why We Have Faliled in China

Asia,world searching for securi-
ty, freedom from hunger, LIFE

Rugs seld ctention US 1s new wori
1mperialism. How such propagar
da 9:8.;;1 VS %

opium wars unequal treatiles
econ. imp. haughty white man
cane tap coolle, dogs & Chinese

graft,in relief & war, Kor.drunk
eness, lack pys understanding

relief, uvnderstanding, & Xn mis
only hope.

Aldersgate Cl, lst Ch Pas. 10/7



fun - bandit, Chung-cui, pedals piano. trip to mt top, firecrackers shot, bandit feared

US traveler stopped to look at woman, hideous sight, womaim:E:?red at Amer, commented. askedk |
what she said, translated, "She says she never saw such a awful sight.

1st trip, going to bed at night. nicknames for missys tiger, long nose.

not like Af. prayer, "kick us out softly. sa-sing walks, "who's #1?%

Kushan, monks not kill anything, but put bed mats in pool ch spli}{, cing, and cing-cing chuct

no parade, but if, handshake with self. names, backward, up & down hill, - milegge

come back in 1,000 yrs crossing to Haitang - no wind, sit on front & whistle. landing,carried

ashore piggy-back - swish of mud, fear tossed over carrier's head.

RIfoleda 44 .Au{! s

= i
=D Ha 4
names - Significance Ing-hiong, Ceng-ek, sa-muoi, bo-muoi, - /
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US greatness, Xn heritage, culture, cama from God
centered life, gptl interpretation of life.

Heppy, if this debacle in China could bring our
churchf to its knees, in a new consecration,
new dedication tof the supremmcy of the sptl.

knows AmAr. here 4 times

My closest Chinese colleaguef as I left, called
ma in, "Pearce, tell the Church it mmst not 1let
us down, continue to send its mmney to the B4.,
but above all else, pray, and never cease pray-
ing.

Aren't you discouraged? Your 30 years wasteds
can never forget such friendship, - 18 offici-
als to take care of us.

Church organ. probably go on rocks, congrega-
tional meetings stop. probably wisest. Peking
Apr. mhg. - each church a sgpy hunt.

Heard of only 1 desertion, HS principal; others
geeing handwriting on wall, have stuck, new men
bers Jjoining, - 18 mum last Sunday in TAD.

gtarving sewing wommn, "have no words to tell

mm pastor"
JLD, yleld until 1 line, then firm Now gone.

gu.zg 2096?3(72(9

i~ NS | - /)’YW %ML
= Cﬁwnuﬂﬁ/:%‘— bus 1495




not expect ever again to stand here, reconciled to
brBbably jail. Only grace of G & possibly friend
/T "sine" against mg}>

Pinch self. bayonets, machine guns, inspection,
not leave city,. sleep at homm only

Permit detalls, 20 times to police, autobiography,

10 days, house guests, altho permit, had to leave
things behind, curtains, rugs,.etc.. 1927, 1944

request, - can talk only if all agree. Emdanger
friends. Lon. Daily Worker, - 48 hrs to China..
1 execution because of US let. IMNmil stopped now
30 closge personal friends, executed or in jail

heart 1s full, feel mmst tell, US must know, but
fearful of their lives.

homex2xwreks¥ bBuk mmryxquestiomsx ket xmmxtryxt®m
angwErxaxfaw,
left Fchw 1/29, LM pleurisy, left HK 3/16, NY,5/14
/by Europe. World Ser not worry,.report cost sam
/[ ags by Pacifie.
a. gee extent of Clst penetration, local reactio
b, gtudy ath. Ch. On Gen Conf Commission
list stops, saw friends every place, who know
\\these lands, who shared views

home 2 wks, many questions. Try to answer somm

l. Ts this real Cism or a Ch. brand? 100% ans, -
1s Rus. Marx-Leninism, part of world pattern.
Now, absolutely no indication of Mmo being Tito

2. Objective? Land reform? guccesg & failures, No

aimy world sov. under Rus. Ch has glorious
tagk of liberating Asia
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what miss does.
1, peacemaker experiences best sermon
2. not just prchr

5. day of miss, as active evangelist is lessening; some lands impossible,
nationals are free to carry on. miss., is welcomed and permitted in training
of national evangelistic workers,

Je. not mimimize Xn message- only hope. 2 things in Xty, not found in any other

#xxmnixxnﬁxxxgx. relig, forgivenegs and power over sin, - and concern-for other

man, Fuk lepers, ect B 2 o LD

: oSy NF Bl b G

4, ed., med. agr. ~ place of sc¢i in our col,, we led, now falling behind in

equipment, Lucknow. Cist prop. vs sci. we emphasize sci, & rel,

med, - Nehru - med. col, agr. Tom Harris :
L4a, cf Xty & other rele many diff, 2 outstanding;- a) power over sin, Gempta/ B) con-

D. stress Xn concern, compassion. are we concerned? can we see? zorSatn

6, list few projects

can we see? 300,000 Bombay? Cist see as source of massive discontent. Xty see as
brothers. ultimete ens. to world struggle is here. not milit, but for minds &
hearts of men. v & :

gy 4 6’;2(7/411%'1 /&oc/( ¥ e P Zeen '/wafﬂr/*-e«“(’ %‘{"i

74(7/@ haf,gj’ é{%\ AL ~tancm 74&&71.\ ot S \gcze

the most worn out bock of Asia. No, not the Bible, it remsins world' s best seller
but cats, like Monky Ward in US Inf. Of. Cant keep edequate stock. Why? Here is
picture of new world, not just prop. goods on display, but available,with price &
directions for ordering. Means what? world is hungry for the good things of life,
Why don't we have them? Cists blame it all on colism and imperlsm,
How cen we get them? How catch up for our 500 yr leg? (ist promises fastest
catchup, say, "look at Rus and Che" '
danger of again becoming isolationist, read figures on export market
see picture soon enuf'? BpeR=Af. Gen M in Jap

Cism last yr 129M prope films, US Cong. debate 89 M for USTA, translations

£ P Mg
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portant in the winning of people to Christ. Pray for us that we may not fail in
this most important of all our services.

Now I must tell you about our first mobile boat clinic trip. Harold,
Fannie, Igai, our chaplain and I, with two boatmen rode for eight hours up rapids
to Penghulu Sibat's longhouse, Those of you who have seen the picture UPRIVER IN
SARAWAK will recognize Sibat as the Christian Iban laoking off into the future.
Much of the movie was taken at his longhouse with members of his "family having
prominent parts in it. As we road along I felt like the shrunken Alice in Wonder-
land with giant trees reaching ‘fingers out over the water in shapes of octopus,
dragons and scorpions. Many logs along the shore looked like the crocodiles which
we knew were there but which we never did ‘see as the noise of the motor would cause
them to disappear before we arrived. The rapids seemed as though they would surely
engulf us as we went up each successive ‘one == the last being the most difficult of
all, About two hours before we reached our destination, we stopped at a longhouse
and hired two more men to help. Many times all five men jumped into the water
thigh deep to pull and to push the boat as it just would not go up any other way;
many times they poled with the motor going full strength when the water was too deep
to wade; and ‘only once did a swirling bubbling rapid wash into the boat.

»

Then a1l of a sudden there we were with our school children, who were home
on holiday, running down the notched log to greet us and the men hurrying down to
help carry up the baggage and medical equipment. We found ourselves in a longhouse
of 32 apartments with the usual side-by-side arrangement and the wide common veran-
dah going the full length in front, Fannie, Harold and I were housed in a clean
little guest house which had been built especially for the governor's visit a few
months previously -- all one room to which we added a sheet for a partition for
sleeping at night. We set up the two-burner kerosene stove, arranged our dishes and
clothing, then even though it was late afternoon, the clinic had to be set up to
see a few patients,

It was held in front of Sibat's apartment on the covered verandah and in
the evenings we held religious services there, We saw 173 patients altogether and
brought two back with us for hospital treatment. OQur chaplain acted as interpreter;
our Malay boatman was registrar; Harold the doctor and Fannie the nurse, of course;
and I helped pass out pills, clean up a few skin cases; and did the cooking., On
the fourth .day a piece of -land -was pointed out to us where the men in the longhouse
will themselves build a building for the clinic and sleeping quarters for fubure
use, and for which a gift -from the United States of $80 will pay for the ‘skilled
labor necessary -for the roof, etec. It took us a Iittle over four hours to return
home rushing down the rapids that had been so difficult to come up, and how we en-
joyed every minute of itl

We plan to establish clinic statiors at about five central longhouses up T
several rivers., And soon, some day, we hope to offer our services at longhouses _ {V'"ﬂ
that are not Christian, hoping that our witness will bring them the Good Life. J? / 2 ¢

Soon we will begin to sign contracts for building the new hospital and itd 7,
necessary adjacent buildings. We must plan it all very carefylly on paper as the [ 4
land is all hills and much excavation must be done; so the original building plans 4
may need to be changed considerably., And we find that in this country we camnot
enforce our American standards of hospitalization. No child is ever left without
one parent staying by the side of the bed constantly; no Iban will stay in the hos-
pital, be he grown up or child, without a member of the family nearby. We may find
it best to build a simple hostel nearby where the families may stay to camp out.
Some are terrified at our foreign ideas of cleanliness and treatment; but if they
can see what is being done and be nearby we can teach them of our love as well as
teach them what sanitation can do for their health.
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never expeet be in US, grace of 2
God, ete.

pinch self, bayonets,.machineguns,
inspection,.leave city, sleep

| requests - not publish, or quote
London, 48 hrs. liquidated
friends, US letter, etc.

| not sermon, Just pers., experiences
& Chureh in the midst.

permit detalls, 20 ks to police,
authobiography. 10 days house
guests, left behind, 1927-44-51

4 weeks., swamped with %8, give ans

{AJ Real Cism,or Ch,brand. Rus.lMarx
Leninisgm, world revolution. No
indication of Tito

Be. Ohjective? Land reform?"No,.
control of world under Sov.Ch
libe rate ASia
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introd self, 30yre, 18mo 10 de
full life, ideag of miss.

reg work. 3 HS, 3 Hosp. 5
digt. 100 churches, on foof
Treas.

in addition;-

v leper, schigtosmiaslis,
“health prog.hookworm, but
¥2 of birth control.

-
sanimal husbandry, seed sel
ectlon, *waterways

/pibates, bandits, help US
men
tragedy today - Cist attitude
imp. tentacle, denounce
( 1 full day on us )

report on Cism. world, our
house group. :

feed world, but tegl Xn mot-
L %/x 7N z_/{ 2



prchrs kid,mts.W,Md, no sifnicance
' except affected Cux gnl,
order visit, xplain fasls pasport
in my ownhom,Fchw, went to see hir
explain why no Hazen

I stayed on, serve common people
thru & Xn hosptital

~ another out reach of Xn influence
- Ft.Howard -shel shook - wajled out
always see fun - 1 man wanted

give his death reason. read
amburlatory®

- bldg. YMCA senters,

story of former bandit, my visit
results. wife too. baptism.
not afarai, ne faith.

continue contact potential lrds.
for new world daye.



1 puy  Missy-preach & pray,no fur
“Ladies have fits upstairs®
“specialist - women & other diseas

(travel - 10 68 11 nmiles
sa-Sing
ar Fchw- band at funeral

| "if a strike"

~ bandit - soft pedal piano

. tennis  basket ball
hunting - ducks, geese, deer
tirer reared up

\

\

OUR WORK
husband-wife team
L teabh children,worried- Ph D
taught music, sch, choir, enter
tained. Fchw-charge deacones
FUTSING 20 yrs, wall 30,000
ch,schyhosp. $900 approp.
peace-maker - cross dike
churches + mud floor, 2 organs
FOOHOW 10 yrs. 3 cap sec-tr of
mission



PERSONAL WORD

Friends knew of streke in 19

Dr. "Hope you can pullthru'.

As# progressed, talked firmly.
stop wide travel, speaking.
- ever again, possible te preach???

if careful fer &m, pessibly

most difficult fer preacher, - not
again back in the pulpit?? Seemed
impessible te accept.

Clearly

Glawedky felt Ged's word;-

%] am giving yeur life back te you
te use wisely."

then
I have since XX accepted life en
that basise.

That makes tenight, my standing
here, truly the gift ef Ged, gler-
ious experience.



: Equality; mouse got into stable with a |
mile; said,"Don't step on my toes and |
I'11 not step on yours," ‘

) p;.

DDE and Eden, lMr.Pres, why do you say
skedule and I say shedule?" "I suppose
we went to different mkmmix shools,"

F3 cell mates in Rus prison; 13 I was
accused of absenteeism Bor being late;
2) I came to work early & accused of be=
ing a spy;3) I came to work on time and

' they accused me of buying an “American
watch, ‘
‘1iss. in Af, meant "when was your churck
founded?" said,"when was your church's
funeral?  again, meant "the church is
a hospital for sinners) said "the Churek
is a beauty parlor for sinners",

~ } Translating hymnal for Zulus, line
"Lord,dismiss us with Thy blessing" im- |
possible, Nearest was "Kick us out softly

Seh exam, to student,Who burned Rome? Not I
w&ed tehr, if John said he @idn't,I believ
him, he is reliable, Prin, lMiss S. is most

reliable tchr, not go over, Bapt.Bd. leave

such matters to prin,

2 cows-side of hiway,truck MILK, under

neath - homoginized, fmrtifiedévétamins add-
ed. ™on't you feel inadequate



if a vegetarian is one who eats v

egetab-
les, is a cannibal a humanitarian 5

Chinese bandit, broken leg in battle
with troops, Bealed at Meth, Hosp. Iz
gratitude promised never to hold up a
Methe word got around, everyone he met
was Methe back to hospe asked how tell
a Methe learned Lord's Prayer & 10 C4
victims,. recite, OK, if not, "heaven
_help your ancestors," ‘ :

oo » draw 4 str,lines to cross out
/' each dot, without crossing
o o o any dot more than once. Not
o retace ang line, or 1ift pen,

Peace Corp wrote, "We here hope to be
able to plant the seeds of Peace and har
mongy here". soon, shipload arrived with
peas and hominy grits.

Raines-Afr. proverb, "When you point
finger at others,$ at yourself,."

E/?Z;:xw 71/5?—%



