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 A Proposal to Have Religious Leaders 

 Speak Truth to Power 

 Favoring Abolition of All Nuclear Weapons 

 

 

 Offered by Howard W. Hallman, Chair 

 Methodists United for Peace with Justice 

 

 

 

Article VI of the 1968 Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 

Weapons (NPT), signed by some 178 states including the United States, 

calls for  

 

negotiations in good faith on effective measures relating to cessation 

of the nuclear arms race at an early date and to nuclear 

disarmament, and on a treaty on general and complete 

disarmament under strict and effective international control. 

 

At the conference to review and extend Non-Proliferation Treaty held 

in New York in April and May 1995, representatives of the NPT signatories 

adopted a Statement of Principles and Objectives in which the 

nuclear-weapon states reaffirmed their commitment to Article VI.  

Agreed-upon program of action included (a) completion of a Comprehensive 

Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty no later than 1996, (b) negotiation of a 

convention banning the production of fissile material for nuclear weapons or 

other nuclear explosive devices, and 

 

(c) The determined pursuit by the nuclear-weapon States of 

systematic and progress efforts to reduce nuclear weapons globally, 
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with the ultimate goal of eliminating those weapons, and by all 

States of general and complete disarmament under strict and 

effective international control. 

 

Because many religious denominations in the United States have 

policies favoring the ultimate goal of eliminating all nuclear weapons in the 

world, it is proposed that top leaders of these denominations call upon the 

military and political leaders of the United States and advocate steps to 

move expeditiously to the achievement of this goal.  It is suggested that 

such meetings be held in January 1996.  Preparations could include the 

following steps. 

 

Nuclear Abolition Pledge 

 

The Nuclear Age Peace Foundation of Santa Barbara, California has 

developed a "Citizen's Pledge" in which signers support the goal of nuclear 

disarmament and pledge to take actions seeking the abolition of all nuclear 

weapons in the world (copy attached).  Initial signers include 28 Nobel 

laureates. 

 

It is proposed that heads of communion and other denominational 

leaders with responsibility and recognition for work on international issues 

be invited to sign the Pledge.  Next area bishops and equivalent regional 

leaders can be invited to sign, with circulation accomplished by most 

appropriate method for each denomination.  Pledge signing could take 

place during November and December 1995. 

 

Setting Date for Meetings 

 

As soon as possible an effort should be made to gain a commitment 
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from both governmental and religious leaders for meeting dates.  Some 

time during the first two weeks in January 1966 is suggested as a possible 

time.  This would precede President Clinton's annual State of the Union 

Address in which he could reaffirm the U.S. commitment to the goal of 

eliminating all nuclear weapons.  It would also occur before members of 

Congress are deeply involved in the new session. 

 

Religious leaders could seek the following sets of meetings: 

 

Secretary of Defense and Joint Chiefs of Staff 

Secretary of State, Director of Arms Control and Disarmament 

Agency,  

National Security Advisor to the President 

President and Vice President 

Republican and Democratic leaders of the House of Representatives 

(together) 

Republican and Democratic leaders of the Senate (together) 

Possibly the Russian Ambassador 

 

An effort would be made through White House staff to get a 

commitment for meetings with the civilian and military leaders on a 

specific date in January.  Separate contact would be made with 

congressional leaders. 

 

Setting a date six to eight weeks in advance would also give religious 

leaders an opportunity to clear their calendars. 

 

Briefing Material 

 

In their meetings with military and civilian leaders the religious leaders 
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would emphasize moral and spiritual reasons for moving toward nuclear 

abolition.  However, they could offer recommendations developed by arms 

reduction experts.  For example, there is an emerging consensus that next 

steps should include: 

 

(a) Completion of Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty as soon as 

possible. 

(b) Rapid reduction in U.S. and Russian nuclear stockpiles 

substantially below START II levels. 

(c) Global zero alert achieved by removal of nuclear warheads or 

other vital components from delivery vehicles with safe storage 

under international inspection. 

(d) Commencement of negotiations for an international treaty on 

comprehensive nuclear disarmament. 

 

Religious leaders would be provided concise briefing papers on these 

issues, written by arms reduction experts.  

 

The Meetings 

 

It is suggested that two consecutive days plus the preceding evening 

would be necessary to cover the proposed meetings.  Or, two days could be 

scheduled separately, one day with Executive Branch officials and a later 

day with congressional leaders. 

 

The evening before the meetings a briefing session could be set up 

between religious leaders and arms reduction experts.  The religious leaders 

could also work out their pattern for presentation. 

 

At the meetings with public officials religious leaders would make their 
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case and present the list of bishops and other area leaders who have signed 

the abolition pledge. 

 

Publicity 

 

These meetings and pledge signers should be publicized in order to help 

shape public opinion toward favoring nuclear abolition.  After their 

meetings with public officials the religious leaders could hold a news 

conference.  Also, an effort could be made to get them on TV news shows.  

Staff units of Washington-based religious organizations could help facilitate 

publicity. 

 

Follow Through 

 

Each denomination would be encouraged to initiate follow-through 

activities that seem most appropriate. 

 

Because U.S. officials might say "we would consider steps toward 

nuclear abolition if the Russians and other nuclear-weapon states would", it 

might be desirable to meet with representatives of these other states.  This 

could occur at embassies in Washington.  Also, a delegation of U.S. religious 

leaders might journey to Moscow for a round of meetings with Russian 

civilian and military leaders. 

 

 

 

Comments on this proposal may be addressed to Howard Hallman at: 

 

Methodists United for Peace with Justice 

1500 16th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 
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Voice/fax: 301 620-0232 

 

 

 

October 24, 1995 



 SUGGESTIONS FOR NUCLEAR ABOLITION CAMPAIGN COMPONENTS 

 

 

In addition to proposed components focused on grassroots mobilizaion and 

affecting public opinion, the following activities are suggested, many of them 

aimed particularly at influencing governmental decision makers. 

 

 

Citizen's Pledge 

# Blocs of signers: bishops and other religious leaders; scientists; other 

professionals 

# Grassroots circulation 

# News releases 

 

U.S. Elections (presidential, congressional) 

# Questionnaires to candidates 

# Bird-dogging candidates 

# Endorse candidates 

# Campaign support: financial and volunteers 

 

Executive Officials 

# Sign-on letters to president, other top officials 

# Petitions to president 

# Delegations of top citizen leaders meet with top governmental officials 

(president, vice president, cabinet secretaries, chair of Joint Chiefs) 

# Educational forums for top and middle level officials 

# Rallies, vigils 

 

Congress 

# Support treaty ratification 

# Support funding measures, such as Nunn-Lugar 



# Encourage sense of Congress resolutions, sign-on letters to president 

# Seek public hearings, studies by Congressional Research Service 

# Forums for members and staff 

# Track voting records 

 

Outreach and Linkage 

# Establish ties with organizations and individuals working for nuclear 

arms reduction short of abolition 

 

International 

# Track treaty conferences and arms reduction negotiations 

# Mobilize support at crucial moments 

# Support United Nations initiatives 

# Support World Court Project 

# Mobilization against nuclear testing anywhere it occurs 

# Work with international citizen organizations 

 

 

 

 

 

November 15, 1995 

 

Suggested by Howard W. Hallman, Methodists United for Peace with Justice 
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 HOW RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS CAN WORK TOGETHER FOR NUCLEAR 

ABOLITION 

 

 Some Ideas Offered 

 by  

 Howard W. Hallman, Chair 

 Methodists United for Peace with Justice 

 

 

 COMMITMENT TO NUCLEAR ABOLITION  

 

Many religious organizations in the United States are committed to 

seeking the global elimination of nuclear weapons.  The United States 

government, in signing the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 

Weapons (NPT) of 1968, has made a verbal commitment to this goal.  In 

practice, though, the United States has continued to rely upon nuclear 

deterrence as a cornerstone of foreign and military policy.  The challenge 

to religions organizations is get the government to live up to its treaty 

obligation by vigorously pursuing the goal of global nuclear abolition. 

 

Pledge of U.S. Government 

 

The United States and 177 other states have signed the 

Non-Proliferation Treaty, which in Article VI calls for  

 

negotiations in good faith on effective measures relating to cessation 

of the nuclear arms race at an early date and to nuclear 

disarmament, and on a treaty on general and complete 

disarmament under strict and effective international control. 
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The U.S. Senate ratified this treaty on March 13, 1969 by a vote of 83 to 

15.  The treaty went into effect on March 5, 1970. 

 

At the conference to review and extend the Non-Proliferation Treaty 

held in New York in April and May 1995, representatives of the NPT 

signatories, including the United States, adopted a Statement of Principles 

and Objectives in which the nuclear-weapon states reaffirmed their 

commitment to Article VI.  They agreed to a program of action that 

included: 

 

(a) Completion of a Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty no later 

than 1996,  

 

(b) Negotiation of a convention banning the production of fissile 

material for nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices, 

and 

 

(c) "The determined pursuit by the nuclear-weapon States of 

systematic and progress efforts to reduce nuclear weapons globally, 

with the ultimate goal of eliminating those weapons, and by all 

States of general and complete disarmament under strict and 

effective international control." 

 

Therefore, in signing the Treaty and the Statement of Principles and 

Objectives, the United States made a commitment to nuclear abolition.  

This goal is official U.S. policy. 

 

Policies of Religious Organizations 
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A number of religious denominations support the goal of nuclear 

abolition, stated in various ways.  Several examples can serve as 

illustrations. 

In June 1979 the Twelfth General Synod of the United Church of 

Christ adopted a "Pronouncement on Reversing the Arms Race" that "calls 

upon our government and all governments of the world to work together to 

reduce the danger of nuclear holocaust by limiting and eliminating such 

forms of warfare". 

 

In December 1985 the General Board of the American Baptist 

Churches  

adopted a "Policy Statement on Peace" with nine principles, including one 

that stated: "We call upon all nations to abolish their nuclear weapons and 

to dispose of such weapons in a manner that is not harmful to either the 

physical or political environment." 

 

In May 1992 the United Methodist General Conference adopted a 

resolution on "Nuclear Disarmament: The Zero Option" that called for global 

dismantlement of all nuclear weapons and destruction of all warheads "in 

an agreed and verified sequence that is balanced so that at no stage could 

any nation gain an advantage." 

 

In November 1993 the National Conference of Catholic Bishops on the 

tenth anniversary of their pastoral letter, The Challenge of Peace: God's 
Promise and Our Response, adopted a new statement entitled The Harvest 
of Justice Is Sown in Peace.  In discussing "Unfinished Business: Nuclear 

Disarmament and Proliferation" the statement declared: "The eventual 

elimination of nuclear weapons is more than a moral ideal; it should be a 

policy goal." 
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In 1994 the 71st General Convention of the Episcopal Church, with 

the House of Bishops concurring, adopted a resolution calling for liturgical 

commemorations of the nuclear bombing of Hiroshima and the end of 

World War II and further resolved that "the Episcopal Church recommits 

itself to work actively for the complete abolition of nuclear war". 

 

In August 1995 the 4th Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America adopted a social statement "For Peace in God's 

World" that contained a call to give high priority to arms control and 

reduction, including "efforts that move toward the elimination of nuclear 

weapons". 

 

 NUCLEAR ABOLITION CAMPAIGN 

 

In the early months of 1995 the Nuclear Age Peace Foundation 

circulated a Citizen's Pledge in which signers made a commitment "to seek 

the abolition of all nuclear weapons in the world, and to take actions 

toward realizing this goal."  Initial signers included Nobel peace laureates 

and other Nobel laureates (copy attached). 

 

In May and April 1995 during the NPT review and extension 

conference in New York, a number of nongovernmental organizations 

formed an NGO Nuclear Abolition Caucus to lobby conference delegates.  As 

they met together caucus participants developed a Statement of Principles 

containing eleven policy goals related to nuclear nonproliferation and 

abolition (copy attached).  Subsequently more than 250 organizations from 

around the world have signed this Statement and made a commitment to 

work for achievement of its objectives.   

 

In November at a follow-up meeting in The Hague an international 
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steering committee formed to help coordinate a worldwide nuclear abolition 

campaign.   

 

At a September meeting in New York and a November meeting in 

Philadelphia representatives of a number of U.S. citizen organizations met 

to organize a U.S. nuclear abolition campaign.  Participants agreed to 

endorse the Statement of Principles developed by the NGO Abolition Caucus. 

 They also agreed to develop their own statement to provide a focus for 

working together in the United States.  This U.S. statement will be 

reviewed at the next meeting in February 1996. 

 

An informal coordinating group is now functioning to facilitate the 

U.S. nuclear abolition campaign.  Participating organizations intend to 

work together cooperatively as an informal network rather than 

establishing a formal organization. 

 

 SUGGESTED ACTIONS FOR RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS 

 

It would be desirable for religious organizations to be part of the 

nuclear abolition campaign and participate in network activities.  Within 

that framework there are a number of activities that religious organizations 

can do together to play a distinct role in the quest for nuclear abolition.  

This can be done through a cooperative network without any elaborate 

structure. 

 

The following are some initial actions that religious organizations and 

religious leaders could undertake. 

 

Make Commitment to Abolition 
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Policy Resolutions.  As nuclear abolition comes into sharper focus 

because of citizen campaign activities, religious denominations, peace 

fellowships, and other religious organizations could review their policy 

statements and resolutions.  Many have policies favoring nuclear arms 

reduction, a Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty, and the Non-Proliferation 

Treaty plus a general statement favoring eventual elimination of nuclear 

weapons.  This might be made more sharply focused by calling for global 

nuclear abolition with proper safeguards.  (For example, Methodists United 

for Peace with Justice has proposed a resolution specifically entitled 

"Nuclear Abolition" for consideration by the next United Methodist General 

Conference, which meets in April 1996.) 

 

Citizen's Pledge.  An effort could be made to obtain signers for the 

Citizen's Pledge to work for nuclear abolition (attached).  This could be a 

joint effort with several steps: 

 

(1) Heads of communion and leading denominational officials on peace 

issues could be initial signers prior to widespread circulation within 

the religious community.  They would join the Nobel peace 

laureates who have already signed. 

 

(2) The Pledge with the initial interdenominational and Nobel laureate 

signers could be circulated to area bishops and equivalent regional 

leaders, inviting them to sign.  This would be accomplished by 

most appropriate method for each denomination, such as by a 

denominational office or an unofficial peace fellowship. 

 

(3) At an appropriate time, the names of these signers from the 

religious community could be released to news media.  This would 

show both denominational and geographic diversity in support of 
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nuclear abolition. 

 

(4) The Pledge could also be circulated to special categories of religious 

leaders, such as seminarians, writers, and well known preachers, 

and then widely circulated to conference, district, and local church 

leaders, both clerical and laity. 

 

(5) Further news releases could be issued with these additional signers 

listed. 

 

Join Nuclear Abolition Campaign.  Denominational offices, peace 

fellowships, and other religious organizations could join the U.S. and 

international nuclear abolition campaigns.  This could happen through 

several levels of commitment, such as: 

 

# Receive communications from Campaign and choose which activities 

to participate in. 

 

# Participate with other religious organizations in specific activities, 

such as pledge signing (above) and speaking truth to power (see 

below). 

 

# Devise and implement outreach activities to churches and members 

within denomination for purposes of education and action. 

 

# Send a representative to meetings of U.S. campaign (next one will 

be on Saturday, February 3, 1996 at headquarters of American 

Friends Service Committee, 1501 Cherry Street in Philadelphia 

from 10:00 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.) 
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# Sign Statement of Principles (attached) developed for the global 

campaign. 

 

# Sign statement that is being developed for the U.S. campaign after 

it is completed. 

 

Speak Truth to Power 

 

Leaders of religious denominations favoring nuclear abolition could 

form delegations to call upon the top military and political leaders of the 

United States and urge them to move expeditiously toward achieving the 

goal of eliminating all nuclear weapons, as specified in the Non-Proliferation 

Treaty, which the United States is committed to (see above). 

 

Setting up meetings.  Preparations could include the following steps. 

 

(1) Obtain a commitment from denominational leaders to participate 

in such meetings.  Pick dates one to three months in advance when they 

might be available. 

 

(2) Work through White House staff to get a commitment from top 

governmental leaders to meet with these denominational leaders.  Persons 

from government might include: 

 

Secretary of Defense and Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff 

Secretary of State, Director of Arms Control and Disarmament 

Agency,  

National Security Advisor to the President 

President and Vice President 

Republican and Democratic leaders of the House of Representatives 
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(together) 

Republican and Democratic leaders of the Senate (together) 

 

(3) Set dates for meetings. 

 

(4) Have a preliminary meeting between denominational staff 

representatives and, say, assistant secretary level governmental officials and 

top congressional aides to plan for "summit" meetings. 

 

Briefing material. In their meetings with military and civilian leaders 

the religious leaders would emphasize moral and spiritual reasons for 

moving toward nuclear abolition.  However, they could also offer 

recommendations for particular steps toward abolition, as developed by 

arms reduction experts.  For example, there is an emerging consensus that 

next steps should include: 

 

(a) Ratification of START II (if not accomplished in 1995).  

(b) Completion of Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty as soon as 

possible. 

(c) Rapid reduction in U.S. and Russian nuclear stockpiles 

substantially below START II levels. 

(d) Global zero alert achieved by removal of nuclear warheads or 

other vital components from delivery vehicles with safe storage 

under international inspection. 

(e) Commencement of negotiations for an international treaty on 

comprehensive nuclear disarmament. 

 

Religious leaders would be provided concise briefing papers on these 

issues, written by arms reduction experts.  
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The meetings.  It is suggested that two consecutive days plus the 

preceding evening would be necessary to cover the proposed meetings.  Or, 

two days could be scheduled separately, one day with Executive Branch 

officials and a later day with congressional leaders. 

 

The evening before the meetings a briefing session could be set up 

between religious leaders and arms reduction experts.  The religious leaders 

could also work out their pattern for presentation. 

 

At the meetings with public officials religious leaders would make their 

case and present the list of bishops and other area leaders who have signed 

the abolition pledge. 

 

Publicity.  These meetings and pledge signers should be publicized in 

order to help shape public opinion toward favoring nuclear abolition.  After 

their meetings with public officials the religious leaders could hold a news 

conference.  Also, an effort could be made to get them on TV news shows.  

Staff units of Washington-based religious organizations could help facilitate 

publicity. 

 

Follow through.  Each denomination would be encouraged to initiate 

follow-through activities that seem most appropriate. 

 

Because U.S. officials might say "we would consider steps toward 

nuclear abolition if the Russians and other nuclear-weapon states would", it 

might be desirable to meet with representatives of these other states.  This 

could occur at embassies in Washington.  Also, a delegation of U.S. religious 

leaders might journey to Moscow for a round of meetings with Russian 

civilian and military leaders. 

 



 
 11 

Education and Action 

 

Beyond these initial activities denominational offices and peace 

fellowships could carry out a variety of educational activities and action 

initiatives.  Some of this work could be done in conjunction with the 

broader U.S. and international abolition campaigns.  Some could be 

accomplished through cooperative activities with the religious community. 

 

Possible activities will be the subject of a subsequent memo. 

 

 

 

November 30, 1995  

 

 

For comments or response please contact: 

 

Howard W. Hallman, Chair 

Methodists United for Peace with Justice 

1500 16th Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20016 

 

Voice/fax: 301 620-0232 



RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS CONTACTED FOR NUCLEAR ABOLITION CAMPAIGN 

 

Denomination Staff Contacted Head of Communion 

 

Rev. Robert Tiller The Rev. Dr. Daniel E. Weiss, General 

Secretary 

American Baptist Churches American Baptist Churches in the U.S.A. 

110 Maryland Avenue, NE P.O. Box 851 

Washington, DC 20002 Valley Forge, PA 19482 

610 768-2000    

Mr. Daniel L. Buttry 

American Baptist Churches 

P.O. Box 851 

Valley Forge, PA 19482 

 

The Rev. Brian J. Grieves The Most Rev. Edmund L. Browning  

Episcopal Church Center Presiding Bishop 

815 Second Avenue Episcopal Church U.S.A. 

New York, NY 10017 815 Second Avenue 

New York, NY 10017 

212 867-8400 

 

Mr. Mark Brown The Rev. J. George Anderson, Bishop 

Lutheran Office for Governmental Affairs Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 8765 W. Higgins Road 

122 C Street, NW Chicago, IL 60631 

Washington, DC 20001 312 380-2700 

 

Ms. Barbara Green The Rev. James E. Andrews, Stated Clerk 

Presbyterian Church (USA) Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

110 Maryland Avenue, NE 100 Witherspoon Street 



Washington, DC 20002 Louisville, KY 40202 

502 569-5000 

Mr. Rich Kilmer 

Presbyterian Church (USA) 

c/o National Council of Churches 

110 Maryland Avenue, NE 

Washington, DC 20002 

 

Ms. Meg Riley The Rev. Dr. John A. Buehrens, President 

Unitarian Universalist Association Unitarian Universalist Association 

100 Maryland Avenue, NE 25 Beacon Street 

Washington, DC 20002 Boston, MA 02108 

617 742-2100 

 

Mr. George Crossman The Rev. Paul E. Sherry, President 

United Church of Christ United Church of Christ 

110 Maryland Avenue, NE 700 Prospect Avenue 

Washington, DC 20002 Cleveland, OH 44115 

216 736-2100 
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 CONTACTS IN RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY ON NUCLEAR ABOLITION 

 

 Made by Howard W. Hallman, Chair 

 Methodists United for Peace with Justice 

 

American Baptist Churches 

Daniel L. Buttry, Director, Peace Program, Valley Forge, PA 

Rev. Robert Tiller, Director, Washington Office 

Southern Baptist Church 

Dr. Glen Stassen, Southern Baptist Seminary, Louisville, KY 

Baptist Peace Fellowship 

Glenda Fontenot, President, Belair, TX 

Ken Sehested, Executive Director, Memphis, TN 

 

Church of the Brethren 

Timothy A. McElwee, Director, Washington Office 

 

Catholic Church 

The Most Reverend Thomas J. Gumbleton, Bishop, Detroit, MI 

The Most Reverend Walter F. Sullivan, Bishop, Richmond, VA 

Gerald F. Powers, Foreign Policy Advisor, U.S. Catholic Conference 

Washington, DC 

Pax Christi USA 

David Robinson, Disarmament Coordinator, Erie, PA 

 

Episcopal Church  

The Rev. Brian J. Grieves, Peace and Justice Officer, New York, NY 

Episcopal Peace Fellowship 

Mary Miller, Executive Director, Washington, DC] 
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Evangelical Churches 

Dr. Ronald J. Sider, President, Evangelicals for Social Action,  

Wynnewood, PA 

John Stoner, New Call to Peacemaking, Akron, PA 

Duane Shank, Sojourners, Washington, DC 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Mark Brown, Lutheran Office for Governmental Affairs, Washington, 

DC 

 

Friends 

David Gracie, American Friends Service Committee, Philadelphia, PA 

 

Mennonite 

Daryl Byler, Washington Office, Mennonite Central Committee 

 

Presbyterian Church (USA) 

Rich Kilmer, Peacemaker Program, Louisville, KY 

Barbara Green, Washington Office 

Presbyterian Peace Fellowship 

Meta Ukena, Vice President, Mt. Vernon, NY 

 

Unitarian Universalist Association 

Meg Riley, Washington Office 

United Church of Christ 

George Crossman, Washington Office 

 

United Methodist Church 



 
 3 

Bishop C. Dale White, Newport, RI 

Robin Ringler, Peace with Justice Program, General Board of Church 

and Society, Washington, DC 

Mia Adjali, Women's Division, General Board of Global Ministries, 

New York, NY 

Methodist Peace Fellowship 

Rev. Schuyler Rhodes, President, New York, NY 

Methodists United for Peace with Justice 

Board of Directors 

 

Fellowship of Reconciliation 

Clayton Ramey, Disarmament Coordinator, Nyack, NY 

 

 

CONTACTS TO BE MADE 

 

Baptist 

National Baptist Convention, USA 

National Baptist Convention in America 

Progressive National Baptist Convention 

Buddhist  

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

Evangelical 

Further outreach 

Jewish 

Rabbi David Saperstein, Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dr. Arthur Waskow. The Shalom Center, Wyncote, PA 

Jewish Peace Fellowship 
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Methodist 

African Methodist Episcopal Church 

African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church 

Christian Methodist Episcopal Church 

Free Methodist Church 

Wesleyan Church 

Moravian Church in American 

Muslim 

National Council of Churches 

Orthodox Churches 

Reformed Church in America 

 

 

December 14, 1995  
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 Attachment 12 

 

 

 WORKING WITHIN RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY ON NUCLEAR ABOLITION 

 

 Budget for First Year 

 

 

 

Personnel 

Facilitator (Hallman)  120 days @ $200 $24,000 

Fringe benefits   (25% of salary)   6,000 

 30,000 

 

Office expenses   1,200 

 

Equipment   3,000 

 

Communications   4,800 

 

Printing   3,800 

 

Travel*   5,000 

 

Overhead (10% of personnel)   3,000 

 

TOTAL $50,000 
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* Travel would include expenses of religious leaders going to meetings with 

public officials. 

 

 

 

December 14, 1995 



 CITIZEN'S PLEDGE FOR NUCLEAR ABOLITION 

 

To: Methodists United for Peace with Justice 

    1500 16th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 

    Fax: 301 620-0232 

 

____ Yes, I will join Nobel laureates and religious leaders in signing the 

Citizen's Pledge to seek the abolition of all nuclear weapons in the 

world.  My name may be listed among the signers in further 

circulation and publicity for the Citizen's Pledge. 

 

 

Signature ________________________________________ Date __________________ 

 

Name (with preferred title)  ______________________________________________ 

 

Address __________________________________________________________________ 

 

        __________________________________________________________________  

 

Telephone _______________________________  Fax ___________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 CITIZEN'S PLEDGE FOR NUCLEAR ABOLITION 

 

To: Methodists United for Peace with Justice 

    1500 16th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 

    Fax: 301 620-0232 

 

____ Yes, I will join Nobel laureates and religious leaders in signing the 

Citizen's Pledge to seek the abolition of all nuclear weapons in the 

world.  My name may be listed among the signers in further 

circulation and publicity for the Citizen's Pledge. 

 

 

Signature ________________________________________ Date __________________ 

 

Name (with preferred title)  ______________________________________________ 

 

Address __________________________________________________________________ 

 

        __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Telephone _______________________________  Fax ___________________________ 
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NUCLEAR ABOLITION CAMPAIGN 
 
David Cortright 
Fourth Freedom Forum 
803 N. Main Street 
Goshen, IN 46526 
 
Michael Crist 
IPPNW 
126 Rogers Street 
Cambridge, MA 02142 
 
Daryl Kimball 
Physicians for Social Responsibility 
1101 14th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
 
David Krieger 
Nuclear Age Peace Foundation 
1187 Coast Village Road 
Santa Barbara, CA 93108 
 
Clayton Raimey 
Fellowship of Reconciliation 
Box 271 
Nyack, NY 10960 
 
Jonathan Schell 
Institute for the Humanities 
25 Washington Place 
New York, NY 10003 
 
Susan Shaer 
WAND 
691 Massachusetts Avenue 
Arlington, MA 02174 
 
Duane Shank 
Sojourners 
2401 15th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20009 
 
Alice Slater 
ECAAR 
25 West 45th Street 

New York, NY 10036 
 
Ray Somerville 
Lo Poco 
313 West Fourth Street 
Bethlehem, PA 18015 
 
 
 
Fran Teplitz 
Peace Action Education Fund 
1819 H Street, NW., #425 
Washington, DC 20006 
 
Deborah Walden 
WAND 
110 Maryland Avenue, NE, #205 
Washington, DC 20002 
 



 

 

December 2, 1995 

 

Rev. Robert Tiller 

American Baptist Churches 

110 Maryland Avenue, NE 

Washington, DC 20002 

 

Dear Bob: 

 

During the last several months I have been talking with various 

people in the religious community in the United States to 

explore ways in which we can work together in seeking the 

global elimination of nuclear weapons.  This is a goal that a 

number of denominations have espoused in policy resolutions 

and episcopal statements.  My suggestions are contained in the 

enclosed paper, which I offer for your consideration. 

 

A Nuclear Abolition Campaign is forming in the United States 

that will be part of a global campaign.  I believe that religious 

organizations should associate with these efforts but also play a 

distinctive role as a faith community.  Among my action 

suggestions for religious organizations are these: 

 

# Update denominational policy resolutions to make explicit 

a commitment to nuclear abolition. 

# Get denominational leaders and others to sign a Citizen's 

Pledge (attached), promising to take action to work for 



nuclear abolition. 

# Join the Nuclear Abolition Campaign (several levels of 

commitment are suggested). 

# Have prominent denominational leaders join together in 

"speaking truth power" by calling on top political and 

military leaders to make the case for nuclear abolition. 

# Join together in educational activities and other kinds of 

action. 

 

I would be interested in what you think of these ideas.  And I 

make the following specific inquiries: 

 

Citizen's Pledge.  Would the Rev. Dr. Daniel Weiss be willing 

to be an initial signer among U.S. religious leaders?  

Currently Pax Christi USA is obtaining signatures from 

Catholic bishops.  Bishop C. Dale White, who chaired the 

United Methodist Council of Bishops' work on this issue, has 

agreed to sign.  Our organization will ask other United 

Methodist bishops to sign.  What would be the best way to 

obtain signatures from prominent Baptist leaders? 



Rev. Robert Tiller 

December 2, 1995 

Page two. 

 

Nuclear Abolition Campaign.  Would a unit of the American Baptist 

Churches be willing to join the Nuclear Abolition Campaign?  Would 

that unit sign the Statement of Principles (attached) developed for the 

global campaign?  Could an American Baptist representative attend to 

the next meeting of the U.S. campaign on February 3, 1996 in 

Philadelphia (details attached)? 

 

Speak Truth to Power.  Would Dr. Weiss be willing to join with other 

denominational leaders to meet with top governmental officials to make 

the case for nuclear abolition?  Would you or some other staff person be 

willing to participate in a preparatory meeting? 

 

Education and Action.  Would you be willing to work with other 

religious organizations on joint efforts of education and action on nuclear 

abolition?  Or would some other person or office from your 

denomination do so? 

 

I would welcome an opportunity to discuss these ideas with you in greater 

detail.  You can call me at 301 620-0232, or I'll get in touch with you. 

 

With best regards, 

 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors 

 



 

P.S. I am writing a similar letter to Dan Buttrey. 



 

 

December 2, 1995 

 

Mr. Daniel L. Buttry 

American Baptist Churches 

P.O. Box 851 

Valley Forge, PA 19482 

 

Dear Dan: 

 

During the last several months I have been talking with various 

people in the religious community in the United States to 

explore ways in which we can work together in seeking the 

global elimination of nuclear weapons.  This is a goal that a 

number of denominations have espoused in policy resolutions 

and episcopal statements.  My suggestions are contained in the 

enclosed paper, which I offer for your consideration. 

 

A Nuclear Abolition Campaign is forming in the United States 

that will be part of a global campaign.  I believe that religious 

organizations should associate with these efforts but also play a 

distinctive role as a faith community.  Among my action 

suggestions for religious organizations are these: 

 

# Update denominational policy resolutions to make explicit 

a commitment to nuclear abolition. 

# Get denominational leaders and others to sign a Citizen's 

Pledge (attached), promising to take action to work for 



nuclear abolition. 

# Join the Nuclear Abolition Campaign (several levels of 

commitment are suggested). 

# Have prominent denominational leaders join together in 

"speaking truth power" by calling on top political and 

military leaders to make the case for nuclear abolition. 

# Join together in educational activities and other kinds of 

action. 

 

I would be interested in what you think of these ideas.  And I 

make the following specific inquiries: 

 

Citizen's Pledge.  Would the Rev. Dr. Daniel Weiss be willing 

to be an initial signer among U.S. religious leaders?  

Currently Pax Christi USA is obtaining signatures from 

Catholic bishops.  Bishop C. Dale White, who chaired the 

United Methodist Council of Bishops' work on this issue, has 

agreed to sign.  Our organization will ask other United 

Methodist bishops to sign.  What would be the best way to 

obtain signatures from prominent Baptist leaders? 
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Nuclear Abolition Campaign.  Would a unit of the American Baptist 

Churches be willing to join the Nuclear Abolition Campaign?  Would 

that unit sign the Statement of Principles (attached) developed for the 

global campaign?  Could an American Baptist representative attend the 

next meeting of the U.S. campaign on February 3, 1996 in Philadelphia 

(details attached)? 

 

Speak Truth to Power.  Would Dr. Weiss be willing to join with other 

denominational leaders to meet with top governmental officials to make 

the case for nuclear abolition?  Would you or some other staff person be 

willing to participate in a preparatory meeting? 

 

Education and Action.  Would you be willing to work with other 

religious organizations on joint efforts of education and action on nuclear 

abolition?  Or would some other person or office from your 

denomination do so? 

 

I would welcome an opportunity to discuss these ideas with you in greater 

detail.  You can call me at 301 620-0232, or I'll get in touch with you. 

 

With best regards, 

 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors 

 



 

P.S. I have written a similar letter to Bob Tiller. 



 

 

December 2, 1995 

 

The Rev. Brian J. Grieves 

The Episcopal Church Center 

815 Second Avenue 

New York, NY 10017 

 

Dear Brian: 

 

During the last several months I have been talking with various 

people in the religious community in the United States to 

explore ways in which we can work together in seeking the 

global elimination of nuclear weapons.  This is a goal that a 

number of denominations have espoused in policy resolutions 

and episcopal statements.  My suggestions are contained in the 

enclosed paper, which I offer for your consideration. 

 

A Nuclear Abolition Campaign is forming in the United States 

that will be part of a global campaign.  I believe that religious 

organizations should associate with these efforts but also play a 

distinctive role as a faith community.  Among my action 

suggestions for religious organizations are these: 

 

# Update denominational policy resolutions to make explicit 

a commitment to nuclear abolition. 

# Get denominational leaders and others to sign a Citizen's 

Pledge (attached), promising to take action to work for 



nuclear abolition. 

# Join the Nuclear Abolition Campaign (several levels of 

commitment are suggested). 

# Have prominent denominational leaders join together in 

"speaking truth power" by calling on top political and 

military leaders to make the case for nuclear abolition. 

# Join together in educational activities and other kinds of 

action. 

 

I would be interested in what you think of these ideas.  And I 

make the following specific inquiries: 

 

Citizen's Pledge.  Would the Most Rev. Edmund L. Browning 

be willing to be an initial signer among U.S. religious 

leaders?  Currently Pax Christi USA is obtaining signatures 

from Catholic bishops.  Bishop C. Dale White, who chaired 

the United Methodist Council of Bishops' work on this issue, 

has agreed to sign.  Our organization will ask other United 

Methodist bishops to sign.  What would be the best way to 

obtain signatures from prominent Episcopal leaders?  
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Nuclear Abolition Campaign.  Would a unit of the Episcopal Church be 

willing to join the Nuclear Abolition Campaign?  Would that unit sign 

the Statement of Principles (attached) developed for the global 

campaign?  Could an Episcopal representative attend the next meeting 

of the U.S. campaign on February 3, 1996 in Philadelphia (details 

attached)? 

 

Speak Truth to Power.  Would Bishop Browning be willing to join with 

other denominational leaders to meet with top governmental officials to 

make the case for nuclear abolition?  Would you or some other staff 

person be willing to participate in a preparatory meeting? 

 

Education and Action.  Would you be willing to work with other 

religious organizations on joint efforts of education and action on nuclear 

abolition?  Or would some other person or office from your 

denomination do so? 

 

I would welcome an opportunity to discuss these ideas with you in greater 

detail.  You can call me at 301 620-0232, or I'll get in touch with you. 

 

With best regards, 

 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors 



 

 

December 2, 1995 

 

Mr. Mark Brown 

Lutheran Office for Governmental Affairs 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

122 C Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20001 

 

Dear Mark: 

 

During the last several months I have been talking with various 

people in the religious community in the United States to 

explore ways in which we can work together in seeking the 

global elimination of nuclear weapons.  This is a goal that a 

number of denominations have espoused in policy resolutions 

and episcopal statements.  My suggestions are contained in the 

enclosed paper, which I offer for your consideration. 

 

A Nuclear Abolition Campaign is forming in the United States 

that will be part of a global campaign.  I believe that religious 

organizations should associate with these efforts but also play a 

distinctive role as a faith community.  Among my action 

suggestions for religious organizations are these: 

 

# Update denominational policy resolutions to make explicit 

a commitment to nuclear abolition. 

# Get denominational leaders and others to sign a Citizen's 



Pledge (attached), promising to take action to work for 

nuclear abolition. 

# Join the Nuclear Abolition Campaign (several levels of 

commitment are suggested). 

# Have prominent denominational leaders join together in 

"speaking truth power" by calling on top political and 

military leaders to make the case for nuclear abolition. 

# Join together in educational activities and other kinds of 

action. 

 

I would be interested in what you think of these ideas.  And I 

make the following specific inquiries: 

 

Citizen's Pledge.  Would the Rev. J. George Anderson be 

willing to be an initial signer among U.S. religious leaders?  

Currently Pax Christi USA is obtaining signatures from 

Catholic bishops.  Bishop C. Dale White, who chaired the 

United Methodist Council of Bishops' work on this issue, has 

agreed to sign.  Our organization will ask other United 

Methodist bishops to sign.  What would be the best way to 

obtain signatures from prominent Lutheran leaders? 
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Nuclear Abolition Campaign.  Would a unit of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America be willing to join the Nuclear Abolition Campaign?  

Would that unit  sign the Statement of Principles (attached) developed 

for the global campaign?  Could a Lutheran representative attend the 

next meeting of the U.S. campaign on February 3, 1996 in Philadelphia 

(details attached)? 

 

Speak Truth to Power.  Would Bishop Anderson be willing to join with 

other denominational leaders to meet with top governmental officials to 

make the case for nuclear abolition?  Would you or some other staff 

person be willing to participate in a preparatory meeting? 

 

Education and Action.  Would you be willing to work with other 

religious organizations on joint efforts of education and action on nuclear 

abolition?  Or would some other person or office from your 

denomination do so? 

 

I would welcome an opportunity to discuss these ideas with you in greater 

detail.  You can call me at 301 620-0232, or I'll get in touch with you. 

 

With best regards, 

 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors 



 

 

December 2, 1995 

 

Ms. Barbara Green 

Presbyterian Church (USA) 

110 Maryland Avenue, NE 

Washington, DC 20002 

 

Dear Barbara: 

 

During the last several months I have been talking with various 

people in the religious community in the United States to 

explore ways in which we can work together in seeking the 

global elimination of nuclear weapons.  This is a goal that a 

number of denominations have espoused in policy resolutions 

and episcopal statements.  My suggestions are contained in the 

enclosed paper, which I offer for your consideration. 

 

A Nuclear Abolition Campaign is forming in the United States 

that will be part of a global campaign.  I believe that religious 

organizations should associate with these efforts but also play a 

distinctive role as a faith community.  Among my action 

suggestions for religious organizations are these: 

 

# Update denominational policy resolutions to make explicit 

a commitment to nuclear abolition. 

# Get denominational leaders and others to sign a Citizen's 

Pledge (attached), promising to take action to work for 



nuclear abolition. 

# Join the Nuclear Abolition Campaign (several levels of 

commitment are suggested). 

# Have prominent denominational leaders join together in 

"speaking truth power" by calling on top political and 

military leaders to make the case for nuclear abolition. 

# Join together in educational activities and other kinds of 

action. 

 

I would be interested in what you think of these ideas.  And I 

make the following specific inquiries: 

 

Citizen's Pledge.  Would the Rev. James Andrews be willing 

to be an initial signer among U.S. religious leaders?  

Currently Pax Christi USA is obtaining signatures from 

Catholic bishops.  Bishop C. Dale White, who chaired the 

United Methodist Council of Bishops' work on this issue, has 

agreed to sign.  Our organization will ask other United 

Methodist bishops to sign.  What would be the best way to 

obtain signatures from prominent Presbyterian leaders? 
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Nuclear Abolition Campaign.  Would a unit of the Presbyterian Church 

(USA) be willing to join the Nuclear Abolition Campaign?  Would that 

unit sign the Statement of Principles (attached) developed for the global 

campaign?  Could a Presbyterian representative attend the next 

meeting of the U.S. campaign on February 3, 1996 in Philadelphia 

(details attached)? 

 

Speak Truth to Power.  Would Rev. Andrews be willing to join with 

other denominational leaders to meet with top governmental officials to 

make the case for nuclear abolition?  Would you or some other staff 

person be willing to participate in a preparatory meeting? 

 

Education and Action.  Would you be willing to work with other 

religious organizations on joint efforts of education and action on nuclear 

abolition?  Or would some other person or office from your 

denomination do so? 

 

I would welcome an opportunity to discuss these ideas with you in greater 

detail.  You can call me at 301 620-0232, or I'll get in touch with you. 

 

With best regards, 

 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors 

 



 

P.S. I am writing a similar letter to Rich Kilmer. 



 

 

December 2, 1995 

 

Mr. Rich Kilmer 

c/o National Council of Churches 

110 Maryland Avenue, NE 

Washington, DC 20002 

 

Dear Rich: 

 

During the last several months I have been talking with various 

people in the religious community in the United States to 

explore ways in which we can work together in seeking the 

global elimination of nuclear weapons.  This is a goal that a 

number of denominations have espoused in policy resolutions 

and episcopal statements.  My suggestions are contained in the 

enclosed paper, which I offer for your consideration. 

 

A Nuclear Abolition Campaign is forming in the United States 

that will be part of a global campaign.  I believe that religious 

organizations should associate with these efforts but also play a 

distinctive role as a faith community.  Among my action 

suggestions for religious organizations are these: 

 

# Update denominational policy resolutions to make explicit 

a commitment to nuclear abolition. 

# Get denominational leaders and others to sign a Citizen's 

Pledge (attached), promising to take action to work for 



nuclear abolition. 

# Join the Nuclear Abolition Campaign (several levels of 

commitment are suggested). 

# Have prominent denominational leaders join together in 

"speaking truth power" by calling on top political and 

military leaders to make the case for nuclear abolition. 

# Join together in educational activities and other kinds of 

action. 

 

I would be interested in what you think of these ideas.  And I 

make the following specific inquiries: 

 

Citizen's Pledge.  Would the Rev. James Andrews be willing 

to be an initial signer among U.S. religious leaders?  

Currently Pax Christi USA is obtaining signatures from 

Catholic bishops.  Bishop C. Dale White, who chaired the 

United Methodist Council of Bishops' work on this issue, has 

agreed to sign.  Our organization will ask other United 

Methodist bishops to sign.  What would be the best way to 

obtain signatures from prominent Presbyterian leaders? 
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Nuclear Abolition Campaign.  Would a unit of the Presbyterian Church 

(USA) be willing to join the Nuclear Abolition Campaign?  Would that 

unit sign the Statement of Principles (attached) developed for the global 

campaign?  Could a Presbyterian representative attend the next 

meeting of the U.S. campaign on February 3, 1996 in Philadelphia 

(details attached)? 

 

Speak Truth to Power.  Would Rev. Andrews be willing to join with 

other denominational leaders to meet with top governmental officials to 

make the case for nuclear abolition?  Would you or some other staff 

person be willing to participate in a preparatory meeting? 

 

Education and Action.  Would you be willing to work with other 

religious organizations on joint efforts of education and action on nuclear 

abolition?  Or would some other person or office from your 

denomination do so? 

 

I would welcome an opportunity to discuss these ideas with you in greater 

detail.  You can call me at 301 620-0232, or I'll get in touch with you. 

 

With best regards, 

 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors 

 



 

P.S. I am writing a similar letter to Barbara Green. 



 

 

December 2, 1995 

 

Ms. Meg Riley 

Unitarian Universalist Association 

100 Maryland Avenue, NE 

Washington, DC 20002 

 

Dear Meg: 

 

During the last several months I have been talking with various 

people in the religious community in the United States to 

explore ways in which we can work together in seeking the 

global elimination of nuclear weapons.  This is a goal that a 

number of denominations have espoused in policy resolutions 

and episcopal statements.  My suggestions are contained in the 

enclosed paper, which I offer for your consideration. 

 

A Nuclear Abolition Campaign is forming in the United States 

that will be part of a global campaign.  I believe that religious 

organizations should associate with these efforts but also play a 

distinctive role as a faith community.  Among my action 

suggestions for religious organizations are these: 

 

# Update denominational policy resolutions to make explicit 

a commitment to nuclear abolition. 

# Get denominational leaders and others to sign a Citizen's 

Pledge (attached), promising to take action to work for 



nuclear abolition. 

# Join the Nuclear Abolition Campaign (several levels of 

commitment are suggested). 

# Have prominent denominational leaders join together in 

"speaking truth power" by calling on top political and 

military leaders to make the case for nuclear abolition. 

# Join together in educational activities and other kinds of 

action. 

 

I would be interested in what you think of these ideas.  And I 

make the following specific inquiries: 

 

Citizen's Pledge.  Would the Rev. Dr. John A. Buehrens be 

willing to be an initial signer among U.S. religious leaders?  

Currently Pax Christi USA is obtaining signatures from 

Catholic bishops.  Bishop C. Dale White, who chaired the 

United Methodist Council of Bishops' work on this issue, has 

agreed to sign.  Our organization will ask other United 

Methodist bishops to sign.  What would be the best way to 

obtain signatures from prominent leaders in your 

denomination? 
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Nuclear Abolition Campaign.  Would a unit of the Unitarian Universalist 

Association be willing to join the Nuclear Abolition Campaign?  Would 

that unit sign the Statement of Principles (attached) developed for the 

global campaign?  Could a Unitarian Universalist representative attend 

the next meeting of the U.S. campaign on February 3, 1996 in 

Philadelphia (details attached)? 

 

Speak Truth to Power.  Would Dr. Buehrens be willing to join with other 

denominational leaders to meet with top governmental officials to make 

the case for nuclear abolition?  Would you or some other staff person be 

willing to participate in a preparatory meeting? 

 

Education and Action.  Would you be willing to work with other 

religious organizations on joint efforts of education and action on nuclear 

abolition?  Or would some other person or office from your 

denomination do so? 

 

I would welcome an opportunity to discuss these ideas with you in greater 

detail.  You can call me at 301 620-0232, or I'll get in touch with you. 

 

With best regards, 

 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors 



 

 

December 2, 1995 

 

Mr. George Crossman 

United Church of Christ 

110 Maryland Avenue, NE 

Washington, DC 20002 

 

Dear George: 

 

During the last several months I have been talking with various 

people in the religious community in the United States to 

explore ways in which we can work together in seeking the 

global elimination of nuclear weapons.  This is a goal that a 

number of denominations have espoused in policy resolutions 

and episcopal statements.  My suggestions are contained in the 

enclosed paper, which I offer for your consideration. 

 

A Nuclear Abolition Campaign is forming in the United States 

that will be part of a global campaign.  I believe that religious 

organizations should associate with these efforts but also play a 

distinctive role as a faith community.  Among my action 

suggestions for religious organizations are these: 

 

# Update denominational policy resolutions to make explicit 

a commitment to nuclear abolition. 

# Get denominational leaders and others to sign a Citizen's 

Pledge (attached), promising to take action to work for 



nuclear abolition. 

# Join the Nuclear Abolition Campaign (several levels of 

commitment are suggested). 

# Have prominent denominational leaders join together in 

"speaking truth power" by calling on top political and 

military leaders to make the case for nuclear abolition. 

# Join together in educational activities and other kinds of 

action. 

 

I would be interested in what you think of these ideas.  And I 

make the following specific inquiries: 

 

Citizen's Pledge.  Would the Rev. Paul H. Sherry be willing 

to be an initial signer among U.S. religious leaders?  

Currently Pax Christi USA is obtaining signatures from 

Catholic bishops.  Bishop C. Dale White, who chaired the 

United Methodist Council of Bishops' work on this issue, has 

agreed to sign.  Our organization will ask other United 

Methodist bishops to sign.  What would be the best way to 

obtain signatures from prominent leaders in your 

denomination? 
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Nuclear Abolition Campaign.  Would a unit of the United Church of 

Christ be willing to join the Nuclear Abolition Campaign?  Would that 

unit sign the Statement of Principles (attached) developed for the global 

campaign?  Could a UCC representative attend the next meeting of the 

U.S. campaign on February 3, 1996 in Philadelphia (details attached)? 

 

Speak Truth to Power.  Would Rev. Sherry be willing to join with other 

denominational leaders to meet with top governmental officials to make 

the case for nuclear abolition?  Would you or some other staff person be 

willing to participate in a preparatory meeting? 

 

Education and Action.  Would you be willing to work with other 

religious organizations on joint efforts of education and action on nuclear 

abolition?  Or would some other person or office from your 

denomination do so? 

 

I would welcome an opportunity to discuss these ideas with you in greater 

detail.  You can call me at 301 620-0232, or I'll get in touch with you. 

 

With best regards, 

 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors 



 

The Honorable Boris Yeltsin October 17, 1995 

c/o Embassy of the Russian Federation 

1125 16th Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20036 

 

Dear Mr. President: 

 

We are pleased to note that participants in the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 

Treaty Conference adopted a set of principles and objectives that included a 

commitment to complete a Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty no 

later than 1996.  Such a treaty will be an important step in "the 

determined pursuit by the nuclear-weapon States of systematic and 

progressive efforts to reduce nuclear weapons globally, with the ultimate 

goal of eliminating those weapons", as promised in Article VI of the 

Non-Proliferation Treaty. 

 

An important issue before the Conference on Disarmament in drafting a 

Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty is whether testing of low-yield nuclear 

explosions should be allowed.  We firmly believe that they should not be 

permitted and instead that the treaty should establish a zero threshold for 

testing.  This would be consistent with the goal of progressive reduction 

and ultimate elimination of all nuclear weapons. 

 

Therefore, we urge you to have Russia join the other nuclear-weapon states 

in supporting a Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty with a zero threshold that 

totally prohibits all nuclear test explosions.  We suggest that you consider 

making this commitment when you address the United Nations General 

Assembly later this month. 

 

Respectfully yours,   

 

The Rev. Dr. Daniel Weiss  General Secretary 



American Baptist Churches in the U.S.A. 

 

Rear Admiral Eugene J. Carroll, Jr.  

(U.S. Navy, Ret.), Deputy Director  

Center for Defense Information 

 

Timothy A. McElwee, Director, 

Washington Office, Church of the 

Brethren 

 

John Parachini, Director 

Committee for National Security 

 

John Isaacs, President 

Council for A Livable World 

 

The Most Rev. Edmund L. Browning 

Presiding Bishop, Episcopal Church USA 

 

The Rev. Herbert W. Chilstrom, Bishop 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 

Dr. Ronald J. Sider, President 

Evangelicals for Social Action 

Dr. Jeremy J. Stone, President 

Federation of American Scientists 

Joe Volk, Executive Secretary 

Friends Committee on National 

Legislation 

John A. Lapp, Executive Secretary 

Mennonite Central Committee 

The Rev. James Andrews, Stated Clerk 

Presbyterian Church (USA) 

Aaron Tovish, Deputy Secretary General 

Parliamentarians for Global Action 

 

Peter Wilk, M.D., President 

Physicians for Social Responsibility 

 

The Rev. Dr. John A. Buehrens, 

President 

Unitarian Universalist Association 

 

Bishop C. Dale White 

United Methodist Church 

 

The Most Rev. Daniel P. Reilly, Chairman 

International Policy Committee 

U.S. Catholic Conference 

 

___________ 

 

Reply may be addressed to Comprehensive Test Ban Supporters, Attn. Howard W. 

Hallman, Methodists United for Peace with Justice 1500 16th Street, NW, 

Washington, DC 20036      Voice/fax: 301 620-0232 



 

 

October 17, 1995 

 

His Excellency Yuli Vorontsov 

Ambassador of the Russian Federation 

1125 16th Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20036 

 

Dear Mr. Ambassador: 

 

On behalf of 16 leaders of religious, scientific, and professional 

organizations, I am submitting to you the attached letter 

addressed to President Boris Yeltsin.  We kindly request you to 

 transmit this letter to President Yeltsin. 

 

In this letter the signers present the case for a zero threshold 

for testing in the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty, which is now 

being drafted by the Conference on Disarmament in Geneva.  

They urge Russia to support the zero threshold and suggest 

that President Yeltsin consider making this commitment when 

he addresses the United Nations General Assembly later this 

month. 

 

If you or any of your associates at the Embassy would like to 

meet with representatives of the signers to discuss this matter 

further, please let me know.   

 

With best regards, 



 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors 



 

 FAX MESSAGE 

 

October 17, 1995 

 

His Excellency Yuli Vorontsov 

Ambassador of the Russian Federation 

1125 16th Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20036 

 

Fax: 202 298-5735 

 

Dear Mr. Ambassador: 

 

This afternoon I delivered to the Embassy of the Russian 

Federation a letter addressed to President Boris Yeltsin from 

16 leaders of religious, scientific, and professional organizations 

offering their views on the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty and 

their desire for a zero testing threshold.  There was a cover 

letter addressed to you, requesting you to transmit their letter 

to President Yeltsin. 

 

Subsequently the Most Rev. Edmund L. Browning, Presiding 

Bishop, Episcopal Church USA notified me that he wanted to 

add his names to the signers.  Therefore, I have revised the 

letter to President Yeltsin, as attached.  Would you please 

substitute this version for the one previously provided?  Or if 

it has already been transmitted to Moscow, please pass on the 

information that Bishop Browning is an additional signer. 



 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

With best regards, 

 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors 



 METHODISTS UNITED FOR PEACE WITH JUSTICE 

 1500 16th Street, NW 

 Washington, DC 20036 

 

 

 

 FAX TRANSMITTAL MEMO 

 

 

Date: October 18, 1995 

 

To:  Jerry Powers 

U.S. Catholic Conference 

 

 

Fax:  202 541-3339 No. of pages: 2 

 

From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 

      Board of Directors 

 

Voice/Fax: 301 620-0232 

 

 

 

 

Here is the final copy and signatories of the letter to President Boris Yeltsin 

regarding a zero testing threshold for the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty.  

Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

After you return to the country, I want to talk with you about further 

steps in the quest for nuclear abolition. 





 METHODISTS UNITED FOR PEACE WITH JUSTICE 

 1500 16th Street, NW 

 Washington, DC 20036 

 

 

 

 FAX TRANSMITTAL MEMO 

 

 

Date: October 18, 1995 

 

To:  Daryl Byler 

Mennonite Central Committee 

 

 

Fax:  202 544-2820 No. of pages: 2 

 

From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 

      Board of Directors 

 

Voice/Fax: 301 620-0232 

 

 

 

 

Here is the final copy and signatories of the letter to President Boris Yeltsin 

regarding a zero testing threshold for the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation. 





 METHODISTS UNITED FOR PEACE WITH JUSTICE 

 1500 16th Street, NW 

 Washington, DC 20036 

 

 

 

 FAX TRANSMITTAL MEMO 

 

 

Date: October 18, 1995 

 

To:  Barbara G. Green 

Presbyterian Church (USA) 

 

 

Fax:  202 543-7755 No. of pages: 2 

 

From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 

      Board of Directors 

 

Voice/Fax: 301 620-0232 

 

 

 

 

Here is the final copy and signatories of the letter to President Boris Yeltsin 

regarding a zero testing threshold for the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation. 



 METHODISTS UNITED FOR PEACE WITH JUSTICE 

 1500 16th Street, NW 

 Washington, DC 20036 

 

 

 

 FAX TRANSMITTAL MEMO 

 

 

Date: October 18, 1995 

 

To:  Sam Rosenthal 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

 

 

Fax:  202 667-9070 No. of pages: 2 

 

From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 

      Board of Directors 

 

Voice/Fax: 301 620-0232 

 

 

 

 

Here is the final copy and signatories of the letter to President Boris Yeltsin 

regarding a zero testing threshold for the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. 

 

Sorry we didn't make connections with you on this one.  Maybe next time. 



 METHODISTS UNITED FOR PEACE WITH JUSTICE 

 1500 16th Street, NW 

 Washington, DC 20036 

 

 

 

 FAX TRANSMITTAL MEMO 

 

 

Date: October 18, 1995 

 

To:  Meg Riley 

Unitarian Universalist Association 

 

 

Fax:  202 544-2854 No. of pages: 2 

 

From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 

      Board of Directors 

 

Voice/Fax: 301 620-0232 

 

 

 

 

Here is the final copy and signatories of the letter to President Boris Yeltsin 

regarding a zero testing threshold for the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation. 





 METHODISTS UNITED FOR PEACE WITH JUSTICE 

 1500 16th Street, NW 

 Washington, DC 20036 

 

 

 

 FAX TRANSMITTAL MEMO 

 

 

Date: October 18, 1995 

 

To:  George Crossman 

United Church of Christ 

 

 

Fax:  202 543-5994 No. of pages: 2 

 

From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 

      Board of Directors 

 

Voice/Fax: 301 620-0232 

 

 

 

 

Here is the final copy and signatories of the letter to President Boris Yeltsin 

regarding a zero testing threshold for the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. 

 

Sorry we didn't make connections with UCC on this one.  Maybe next time. 





 METHODISTS UNITED FOR PEACE WITH JUSTICE 

 1500 16th Street, NW 

 Washington, DC 20036 

 

 

 

 FAX TRANSMITTAL MEMO 

 

 

Date: October 18, 1995 

 

To:  Dr. Jeremy Stone 

Federation of American Scientists 

 

 

Fax:  202 675-1010 No. of pages: 2 

 

From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 

      Board of Directors 

 

Voice/Fax: 301 620-0232 

 

 

 

 

Here is the final copy and signatories of the letter to President Boris Yeltsin 

regarding a zero testing threshold for the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty.  

Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

In the near future I would like to have a conversation with you about 

nuclear abolition. 





 METHODISTS UNITED FOR PEACE WITH JUSTICE 

 1500 16th Street, NW 

 Washington, DC 20036 

 

 

 

 FAX TRANSMITTAL MEMO 

 

 

Date: October 18, 1995 

 

To:  Michael Crist 

International Physicians for Prevention of Nuclear War 

 

 

Fax:  617 868-2560 No. of pages: 2 

 

From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 

      Board of Directors 

 

Voice/Fax: 301 620-0232 

 

 

 

 

Here is the final copy and signatories of the letter to President Boris Yeltsin 

regarding a zero testing threshold for the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. 

 

Sorry we didn't make connections with IPPNW on this one.  Maybe next 

time. 





 METHODISTS UNITED FOR PEACE WITH JUSTICE 

 1500 16th Street, NW 

 Washington, DC 20036 

 

 

 

 FAX TRANSMITTAL MEMO 

 

 

Date: October 18, 1995 

 

To:  Aaron Tovish 

Parliamentarians for Global Action 

 

 

Fax:  212 687-8409 No. of pages: 2 

 

From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 

      Board of Directors 

 

Voice/Fax: 301 620-0232 

 

 

 

 

Here is the final copy and signatories of the letter to President Boris Yeltsin 

regarding a zero testing threshold for the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation. 





 METHODISTS UNITED FOR PEACE WITH JUSTICE 

 1500 16th Street, NW 

 Washington, DC 20036 

 

 

 

 FAX TRANSMITTAL MEMO 

 

 

Date: October 18, 1995 

 

To:  Cynthia Hennessey 

Unitarian Universalist Association 

 

 

Fax:  617 367-3237 No. of pages: 2 

 

From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 

      Board of Directors 

 

Voice/Fax: 301 620-0232 

 

 

 

 

Here is the final copy and signatories of the letter to President Boris Yeltsin 

regarding a zero testing threshold for the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation. 





 METHODISTS UNITED FOR PEACE WITH JUSTICE 

 1500 16th Street, NW 

 Washington, DC 20036 

 

 

 

 FAX TRANSMITTAL MEMO 

 

 

Date: October 18, 1995 

 

To:  Marie Gleason 

American Baptist Churches USA 

 

 

Fax:  610 768-2275 No. of pages: 2 

 

From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 

      Board of Directors 

 

Voice/Fax: 301 620-0232 

 

 

 

 

Here is the final copy and signatories of the letter to President Boris Yeltsin 

regarding a zero testing threshold for the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation. 





 METHODISTS UNITED FOR PEACE WITH JUSTICE 

 1500 16th Street, NW 

 Washington, DC 20036 

 

 

 

 FAX TRANSMITTAL MEMO 

 

 

Date: October 18, 1995 

 

To:  Mark Brown 

Lutheran Office for Governmental Affairs 

 

 

Fax:  202 783-7502 No. of pages: 2 

 

From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 

      Board of Directors 

 

Voice/Fax: 301 620-0232 

 

 

 

 

Here is the final copy and signatories of the letter to President Boris Yeltsin 

regarding a zero testing threshold for the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation. 





 METHODISTS UNITED FOR PEACE WITH JUSTICE 

 1500 16th Street, NW 

 Washington, DC 20036 

 

 

 

 FAX TRANSMITTAL MEMO 

 

 

Date: October 18, 1995 

 

To:  Rev. Brian Grieves 

Episcopal Church 

 

 

Fax:  212 490-6684 No. of pages: 2 

 

From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 

      Board of Directors 

 

Voice/Fax: 301 620-0232 

 

 

 

 

Here is the final copy and signatories of the letter to President Boris Yeltsin 

regarding a zero testing threshold for the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation. 



 METHODISTS UNITED FOR PEACE WITH JUSTICE 

 1500 16th Street, NW 

 Washington, DC 20036 

 

 

 

 FAX TRANSMITTAL MEMO 

 

 

Date: October 18, 1995 

 

To:  Dr. Ronald Sider 

Evangelicals for Social Action 

 

 

Fax:  610 649-3834 No. of pages: 2 

 

From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 

      Board of Directors 

 

Voice/Fax: 301 620-0232 

 

 

 

 

Here is the final copy and signatories of the letter to President Boris Yeltsin 

regarding a zero testing threshold for the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty.  

Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

In the near future I intend to write to you about some ideas I have related 

to nuclear abolition and how the religious community might mobilize for 



this cause. 

 



October 19, 1995 

 

Bishop C. Dale White 

117 Eustis Avenue 

Newport, RI 02840 

 

Dear Dale: 

 

Here is the letter to President Yeltsin on zero testing threshold 

with the names of 17 signers, including yours.  I greatly 

appreciate your signing it.  I'll let you know if we hearing 

anything from the Russians. 

 

This exercise helped me strengthen contacts with several 

denominations and establish a couple of new contacts.  This 

experience  strengthens my belief that we can develop strong 

support for nuclear abolition among denominational leadership. 

 Next week I will offer some further ideas on possible next 

steps. 

 

With best regards, 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors  



September 21, 1995 

 

Ms. Elinor Bedell 

RR Box 9502 

Spirit Lake, IA 51360 

 

Dear Elinor: 

 

In my work on building coalition activities in the religious 

community in the quest for nuclear abolition, I have taken 

leadership to obtain signatures for a letter to President Yeltsin, 

urging him to have Russia support a zero testing threshold in 

the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty.  A copy of the letter is 

enclosed. 

 

You will note that signers include heads of communion of the 

American Baptist, Episcopal, Lutheran, and Presbyterian 

Churches, the Unitarian president, the leading United 

Methodist bishop on the topic, the top Catholic bishop on 

international policy, a leading Evangelical, representatives of 

three historic peace churches, plus a half dozen leaders of 

scientific and professional organizations. 

 

This experience strengthens my belief that we can build strong 

support among denominational leadership for nuclear abolition. 

 I also see that this is more likely to occur through network 

activities, in which I can play a catalytical role, rather than 

through some kind of formal organization.  I'm going to keep 

pursuing this effort and continue to look for financial support. 



 

With best regards, 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors 

 

 

 

  



 

October 19, 1995 

 

Mr. Stewart R. Mott 

122 Maryland Avenue,NE 

Washington, DC 20002 

 

Dear Mr. Mott: 

 

On August 26 I wrote you asking you to consider a 

contribution of $1,000 (or more) to efforts to mobilize the 

religious community in the United States to focus on nuclear 

abolition.  I would like to report briefly what I have done since 

then and to renew my request.  

 

I start with strong contacts within the United Methodist 

Church, which has been the leader among Protestant 

denominations in its policies advocating nuclear disarmament.  

I have renewed contacts with Catholic leadership, both at the 

U.S. Catholic Conference and with Pax Christi, and with offices 

of a number of Protestant denominations. 

 

To avoid mere talk, I have taken leadership to obtain 

signatures for a letter to President Yeltsin, urging him to have 

Russia support a zero testing threshold in the Comprehensive 

Test Ban Treaty.  A copy of the letter is enclosed.  You will 

note that signers include heads of communion of the American 

Baptist, Episcopal, Lutheran, and Presbyterian Churches, the 

Unitarian president, the leading United Methodist bishop on 



the topic, the top Catholic bishop on international policy, a 

leading Evangelical, representatives of three historic peace 

churches, plus a half dozen leaders of scientific and professional 

organizations. 

 

This experience, combined with a number of conversations I 

have had, is leading me to conclude that strong support for 

nuclear abolition can be developed among religious leaders.  

This is more likely to occur through network activities rather 

than through some kind of formal organization.  For this to 

happen, someone has to serve as catalyst and facilitator, a role 

which I am beginning to play, as demonstrated by the sign-on 

letter to President Yeltsin. 

 

As a next step I want to get top denominational leaders, 

bishops, seminarians, and prominent clergy to sign the Citizen's 

Pledge for nuclear abolition (copy enclosed).  This would be 

followed by a delegation of religious leaders calling on top 

military and civilian leaders of the Clinton Administration and 

top leaders of both parties in Congress to make the case for 

nuclear abolition.  I am trying to bring this about in the next 

few months. 

 

This work at the leadership level needs to be related to 

grassroots activities within the religious community.  I am 

seeking ways to make such ties as part of the broader 

movement for nuclear abolition.  



Mr. Stewart R. Mott 

October 19, 1995 

Page two.  

 

Thus I attend a meeting in New York on September 18 with a wide variety 

of participants seeking to get a nuclear abolition campaign underway.  I 

will attend a follow-up meeting in Philadelphia on November 18.  

Meanwhile I am in contact with Clayton Ramey of the Fellowship of 

Reconciliation, who works with peace fellowships of various denominations, 

to explore ways to mobilize the religious grassroots. 

 

I hope that you will conclude that my work is valuable and is proceeding in 

the right direction and that you will provide some financial support to keep 

it going.  As noted in my earlier letter, funding for my work of this sort 

can be best handled through the Civic Action Institute, an organization I 

served as president.  I have discussed this possibility with the Board of 

Directors of Methodists United for Peace with Justice when it met in 

Atlanta on October 13 and 14, and they concluded that this is an 

appropriate arrangements.  The Civic Action Institute is a 501(c)3) tax 

exempt organizations (IRS letters were included with my previous letter). 

 

If you have any questions, please call me at 1-301 620-0232.  I am in 

the Mott House every week at the Monday Lobby and would welcome an 

opportunity to talk with you directly. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors 

 



 METHODISTS UNITED FOR PEACE WITH JUSTICE 

 1500 16th Street, NW 

 Washington, DC 20036 

 

 

 

 FAX TRANSMITTAL MEMO 

 

 

Date: October 19, 1995 

 

To: Mr. John Tirman 

Winston Foundation for World Peace 

 

Fax: 202 483-4219 No, of pages: 2 

 

From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 

      Board of Directors 

 

Voice/Fax: 301 620-0232 

 

 

Dear Mr. Tirman: 

 

I know that you've already turned down my request for a grant, but I 

promised that I would send you a copy of the letter to Russian President 

Boris Yeltsin, urging him to have Russian support a zero testing threshold in 

the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty.  It is enclosed with 17 signers.  

 

You will note that signers include heads of communion of the American 

Baptist, Episcopal, Lutheran, and Presbyterian Churches, the Unitarian 



president, the leading United Methodist bishop on the topic, the top 

Catholic bishop on international policy, a leading Evangelical, repre-

sentatives of three historic peace churches, plus a half dozen leaders of 

scientific and professional organizations. 

 

I knew it was a long shot to request foundation support for a project that 

was just beginning and had no track record.  This kind of faith-and-hope 

support is hard to come by.  However, down the road when there are 

more concrete accomplishments to report and network activities within the 

religious community on nuclear abolition are taking place, I hope that I may 

be able to reapply to the Winston Foundation. 

 

With best regards,  



October 24, 1995 

 

Bishop C. Dale White 

117 Eustis Avenue 

Newport, RI 02840 

 

Dear Dale: 

 

Enclosed is a copy of a fax message I sent to Bishop Sano 

suggesting that the Council of Bishops adopt a resolution 

favoring prompt consideration of START II and the Chemical 

Weapons Convention by the U.S. Senate.  Senator Dole needs a 

push to get these treaties out of the clutch of Senator Helms.  

Both treaties have overwhelming support in the Senate. 

 

I'm pleased with the response I received from heads of 

communion in the letter to President Yeltsin on zero testing 

threshold for CTB.  This has encouraged me to move ahead 

with an effort to urge top religious leaders to seek meetings 

with top civilian and military leaders to make the case for 

nuclear abolition.  My ideas are contained in the enclosed 

proposal.  I would appreciate learning what you think of this 

approach and your response to a series of questions. 

 

Is this a sound approach?  Is it feasible in the suggested time 

schedule?  (Assume that I am available to serve as facilitator 

along with Washington-based staff from several 

denominations.) 

 



Would you be an initial signer of the Pledge?  Should one or 

more other United Methodist bishops be initial signers, too 

(such as Bishop Sano as president of Council of Bishops)?  

What would be the best way to contact other UM bishops, 

inviting them to sign?  Would you write them (with us 

helping)?  Should some other bishop do so?  Should we do it? 

 

Would you be willing to contact certain heads of communion to 

get their participation?  For instance, these days UCC has an 

encrusted bureaucracy, which prevented us reaching the Rev. 

Paul Sherry and asking him to sign the letter to Yeltsin. 

 

Would you be willing to participate in the proposed set of 

meetings with U.S. officials, suggested for early January?  (We 

could help with your expenses if necessary.)  I and many 

others look to you as the primary United Methodist leader on 

nuclear disarmament and are quite comfortable to have you 

represent the United Methodist Church.  Does this need to be 

affirmed by the Council of Bishops or by its president?  (I 

could ask on your behalf if you wanted me to.) 



Bishop C. Dale White 

October 24, 1995 

Page two. 

 

After you return from the meeting of the Council of Bishops, I would like to 

discuss these matters with you.  In meantime, I will be trying to get 

support and cooperation from the U.S. Catholic Conference, for their 

participation is quite important to show that the religious community is 

united in insisting that the United States move toward nuclear abolition. 

 

 

With best regards, 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors  



August 17, 1995 

 

Mr. Jerry Powers 

U.S. Catholic Conference 

3211 4th Street, NE 

Washington, DC 20017 

 

Dear Jerry: 

 

Welcome back!  I hope you had a successful trip.  While you 

were away, I completed work on the letter to President Yeltsin 

on zero testing threshold.  I faxed you the final version with 

signers' names, but here's another copy in case the fax didn't 

come through.  You will note that we got support from five 

heads of communion, the leading United Methodist bishop on 

the issue, representatives from three historic peace churches 

and Evangelicals for Social Action, plus top leadership of six 

professional/ scientific organizations.  If I get any response 

from the Russians, I'll let you know. 

 

I would now like to move ahead with an effort to urge top 

denominational leaders to join together in seeking meetings 

with top civilian and military leaders to make the case for 

nuclear abolition.  My ideas are contained in the enclosed pro-

posal.  I am willing to put in time help facilitate this effort. 

 

What do you think of this approach?  Is it something that the 

U.S. Catholic Conference would participate in?  Would one or 

more leading Catholic bishops be willing to be an initial signer 



of the Citizen's Pledge for nuclear abolition?  Would you be 

able to help circulate the Pledge among Catholic bishops?  

Would a Catholic bishop join with other religious leaders in 

delegations to call on public officials?   

 

I'll call you in a few days to discuss this matter with you.   

 

With best regards, 

 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors  



October 25, 1995 

 

Dr. Ronald J. Sider, President  

Evangelicals for Social Action 

10 East Lancaster Avenue 

Wynnewood, PA 12906 

 

Dear Dr. Sider: 

 

As a further effort to bring religious leaders together to work 

for nuclear abolition, I have developed the enclosed proposal.  I 

would be interested in your comments on my ideas. 

 

Is this an approach that Evangelicals for Social Action would 

support?  Would you be willing to be an initial signer of the 

Citizen's Pledge?  Would you help circulate it to top religious 

leaders in your network? 

 

I firmly believe that global nuclear abolition should be 

considered a bipartisan cause which persons all along the 

political spectrum could support.  Therefore, I would be 

interested in your ideas on how we could reach out to those 

identified as the "religious right".  There is nothing in their 

basic principles that need prevent them from joining efforts to 

improve U.S. security by dismantling Russian and China nuclear 

weapons as part of global nuclear abolition. 

 

I would like to have a telephone conversation with you in a few 

days to discuss this matter. 



 

With best regards, 

 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors  



October 25, 1995 

 

Ms. Barbara Green 

Presbyterian Church (USA) 

110 Maryland Avenue, NE 

Washington, DC 20002 

 

Dear Barbara: 

 

As a further effort to encourage religious leaders to work 

together to work for nuclear disarmament, I have developed 

the enclosed proposal.  I would be interested in your 

comments on my ideas. 

 

Is this an approach that could gain support and participation 

of leadership of the Presbyterian Church (USA)?  

 

I expect to obtain involvement of top United Methodist 

leadership, and I'm talking with Jerry Powers of the U.S. 

Catholic Conference about gaining participation of Catholic 

bishops.  I will be reaching out to other denominations. 

 

By happenstance I met Rich Kilmer the other day and briefly 

shared my ideas with him.  I will send him a copy of this 

written proposal. 

 

With best regards, 

 

 



 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors  



October 25, 1995 

 

Mr. Rich Kilmer 

National Council of Churches 

110 Maryland Avenue, NE 

Washington, DC 20002 

 

Dear Rich: 

 

I'm glad I caught you on the spur of the moment the other 

day, to meet you and talk about my ideas on how the religious 

community might work together for nuclear abolition. 

 

I have put my ideas in writing and would be interested in your 

comments.  Is this an approach that could gain support and 

participation of leadership of the Presbyterian Church (USA)?  

 

I am sending Barbara Green a copy of this proposal.  Maybe 

some time I could meet with the two of you together.  

 

With best regards, 

 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors  



 

 FAX MESSAGE 

 

November 8, 1995 

 

To: David Robinson, Pax Christi 

 

Fax: 814 452-4784                   No. of pages: 5 

 

From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 

 

Voice/fax: 301 620-0232 

 

 

Dear Dave: 

 

It was good to talk to you and to share ideas about how to 

achieve nuclear abolition. 

 

As promised, I am sending the proposed agenda for the nuclear 

abolition meeting in Philadelphia on Saturday, November 18.  

To get all the background material, your representative can 

call Fran Teplitz at the Peace Action Education Fund at 

202 862-9740, ext. 3004. 

 

I'm also sending our ideas for a series of steps that move 

toward the goal of nuclear abolition.  We are incorporating 

these into a resolution on "Nuclear Abolition" which we will 

propose to the 1996 General Conference of the United Meth-



odist Church.  I'll send you a copy of that when it's completed. 

 

I look forward to working with you in the months ahead. 

 

  



 

 FAX MESSAGE 

 

 

November 15, 1995 

 

To: Glen Stassen 

 

Fax: 502 897-4880               No. of pages: 2 

 

From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 

 

 

Dear Glen: 

 

I am sending herewith the agenda for the meeting on the 

Nuclear Abolition Campaign, taking place in Philadelphia on 

Saturday, November 18.  I hope that you might be able to 

make part of the meeting. 

 

With best regards,  

 

 

 



 METHODISTS UNITED FOR PEACE WITH JUSTICE 

 1500 16th Street, NW 

 Washington, DC 20036 

 

 

 

 FAX TRANSMITTAL MEMO 

 

 

Date: November 21, 1995 

 

To: Clayton Raimey 

 

Fax: 914 358-4924  No, of pages: 7 

 

From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 

      Board of Directors 

 

Voice/Fax: 301 620-0232 

 

 

Dear Clayton: 

 

As follow-up to last Saturday's meeting in Philadelphia, I have refined some 

of my ideas on how to mobilize the religious community for nuclear 

abolition.  My suggestions are contained in the attached memo. 

 

I would like to send this out next Monday, November 27 to my contacts in 

denominational offices.  If you have any comments, please get in touch 

with me before then.  On Wednesday, November 22 I will be at 301 

620-0232.  On Friday, November 24 I will be at 301 897-3668. 



 

With best regards,  

 

 

 

 

 

 



November 22, 1995 

 

To: Colleagues in Nuclear Abolition Network 

 

From: Howard W. Hallman 

 

In case you haven't seen it, I would like to share with you an 

article entitled "Virtual Nuclear Arsenals" by Michael J. Mazaar 

from the Center for Strategic and International Studies, 

Washington, D.C.  The author rejects both the status quo and 

the doctrine minimum deterrence and favors "virtual 

arsenals" -- "a situation in which no nuclear weapon is 

assembled and ready for use."  He explains:  

 

Gradually, nuclear-weapon states would dismantle all 

assembled nuclear devices and place the component 

parts -- warheads, delivery vehicles, and fissile 

material -- under international inspection.  The weapons 

would be separated from the delivery systems so that any 

attempt to marry the two could be discovered. 

 

The components would still be available for reassembly in a 

two-phase process of deterrence. 

 

Mazaar's article has made a favorable impression in the arms 

control community, which is displaying a growing interest in 

the idea of global zero alert.  Although they aren't ready to 

take the next step to nuclear abolition, I believe that we who 

favor abolition should join with them in pushing for zero alert 



as an intermediate objective to achieve in the next two or 

three year.  We can do this simultaneously with our push for a 

comprehensive abolition treaty.  If between now and 2000 

the entire nuclear arsenal were taken off alert with warheads 

separated from delivery vehicles, it would make it much easier 

to gain acceptance for and implementation of an abolition 

treaty. 

 

With best regards,  



 METHODISTS UNITED FOR PEACE WITH JUSTICE 

 1500 16th Street, NW 

 Washington, DC 20036 

 

 

 

 FAX TRANSMITTAL MEMO 

 

 

Date: November 29, 1995 

 

To: Clayton Ramey 

 

Fax: 914 358-4924  No, of pages: 1 

 

From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 

      Board of Directors 

 

Voice/Fax: 301 620-0232 

 

 

Dear Clayton: 

 

How about the following as a redraft of the beginning of the statement on 

"How Religious Organizations Can Work Together for Nuclear Abolition"? 

 

 

 COMMITMENT TO NUCLEAR ABOLITION  

 

Many religious organizations in the United States are committed to 

seeking the global elimination of nuclear weapons.  The United States 



Government, in signing the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 

Weapons (NPT) of 1968, has made a verbal commitment to this goal.  In 

practice, though, the United States has continued to rely upon nuclear 

deterrence as a cornerstone of foreign and military policy.  The challenge 

to religions organizations is get the government to live up to its treaty 

obligation by vigorously pursuing the goal of global nuclear abolition. 

 

Pledge of U.S. Government 

 

The United States and 177 other states have signed the 

Non-Proliferation Treaty, which in Article VI calls for  

 

negotiations in good faith on effective measures relating to cessation 

of the nuclear arms race at an early date and to nuclear 

disarmament, and on a treaty on general and complete 

disarmament under strict and effective international control. 

 

The U.S. Senate ratified this treaty on March 13, 1969 by a vote of 83 to 

15.  The treaty went into effect on March 5, 1970. 

 

[Then continue with text from draft I sent you earlier.] 



December 6, 1995 

 

Mr. David Robinson 

Pax Christi USA 

814 E. 10th Street 

Erie, PA 16503 

 

Dear David: 

 

I would like to catch you up on efforts to organize a Nuclear 

Abolition Campaign in the United States.  Minutes of the 

November 18 meeting in Philadelphia are enclosed.  The next 

meeting is scheduled for Saturday, February 3, 1996 in Phil-

adelphia from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the American 

Friends Service Committee building, 1501 Cherry Street, Third 

Floor.  I hope you can make it. 

 

I want to share with you a set of ideas I have developed on 

"How Religious Organizations Can Work Together for Nuclear 

Abolition".  I am sending it to various persons in 

denominational offices and peace fellowships with the 

suggestion that they consider the following actions: 

 

# Update denominational policy resolutions to make explicit 

a commitment to nuclear abolition. 

# Get denominational leaders and others to sign a Citizen's 

Pledge, promising to take action to work for nuclear 

abolition. 



# Join the Nuclear Abolition Campaign (several levels of 

commitment are suggested) and send a representative to 

our next meeting on February 3, 1996 in Philadelphia. 

# Have prominent denominational leaders join together in 

"speaking truth power" by calling on top political and 

military leaders to make the case for nuclear abolition. 

# Join together in educational activities and other kinds of 

action. 

 

You said that you are circulating the Citizen's Pledge to 

Catholic bishops and others.  This month I am trying to get 

signers from top denominational leaders prior to wider 

circulation after the first of the year.  Would it be possible to 

have the names of one or more leading Catholic bishops to add 

to the initial signers? 

 

On the part about "speaking truth to power" by getting 

denominational leaders to call on upon top political and 

military leaders, I am working with Jerry Powers.  He believes 

that Bishop Reilly or some other bishop from the International 



Mr. David Robinson 

December 6, 1995 

Page two. 

 

Committee of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops would be willing 

to join this effort. 

 

I'll get in touch with you the week of December 11 to talk about these 

matters. 

 

With best regards, 

 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors 

 



 

December 7, 1995 

 

Bishop C. Dale White 

117 Eustis Avenue 

Newport, RI 02840 

 

Dear Dale: 

 

I want to share two items with you. 

 

(1) We have submitted the enclosed resolution on "Nuclear 

Abolition" to the petitions officer of the 1996 United Methodist 

General Conference.  We will be on hand in Denver to press 

for its approval and will sponsor a Peace with Justice Breakfast 

on Wednesday morning, April 17 to raise this and other issues. 

 

(2) The enclosed statement on "How Religious Organizations 

Can Work Together for Nuclear Abolition" is the latest 

refinement of my ideas on this subject.  I am serving on an 

organizing committee of a U.S. Nuclear Abolition Campaign 

and am giving particular attention to gaining participation 

from the religious community.   

 

I have established a good relationship with staff of the U.S. 

Catholic Conference and with Pax Christi.  The former is 

interested in getting top religious leaders to "speak truth to 

power", as outlined in the statement.  The latter is circulating 



the Citizen's Pledge to get signers from Catholic bishops and 

others. 

 

I am sending the statement to key staff contacts in Protestant 

denominations, starting with those on the attached list.  A 

sample copy of my letter is enclosed.  If you know some of the 

heads of communion personally, it would be helpful if you 

would write or phone them and urge them to join the Nuclear 

Abolition Campaign.  For instance, UCC President Paul Sherry 

and Episcopal Presiding Bishop Edmund Browning.  (Extra 

copies of the statement are enclosed in case you can use them.) 

 

I want to get a number of top religious leaders to sign the 

Citizen's Pledge in December (I have you down as one) and 

then seek signatures from many more bishops and their 

equivalents in the denominations during January.  Who does 

this in each denomination will vary. 
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After the first of the year we will try to set up meetings with top political 

and military leaders.  When these meetings occur, the list of signers from 

around the country can be presented and also released to the press. 

 

I'll keep you informed of progress. 

 

With best regards, 

 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors 



December 9, 1995 

 

David Gracie 

American Friends Service Committee 

1501 Cherry Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19102 

 

Dear David: 

 

Following the nuclear abolition meeting in Philadelphia on 

November 18, I wrote out some of my ideas on "How Religious 

Organizations Can Work Together for Nuclear Abolition" (copy 

enclosed).  This builds upon contacts within the religious 

community that I have been making since mid-summer. 

 

Among my action suggestions for religious organizations are 

these: 

# Update denominational policy resolutions to make explicit 

a commitment to nuclear abolition. 

# Get denominational leaders and others to sign a Citizen's 

Pledge (attached), promising to take action to work for 

nuclear abolition. 

# Join the Nuclear Abolition Campaign (several levels of 

commitment are suggested). 

# Have prominent denominational leaders join together in 

"speaking truth power" by calling on top political and 

military leaders to make the case for nuclear abolition. 

# Join together in educational activities and other kinds of 



action. 

 

I have had positive responses from staff of the U.S. Catholic 

Conference and Pax Christi USA and from several Protestant 

denominations.  I am trying to get heads of communion or 

other top denominational leaders to sign the Citizen's Pledge by 

the end of the year.  Then in January I would like to have the 

Pledge with this initial signers circulated to bishops and 

equivalent leaders to show that there is commitment to 

nuclear abolition from religious leaders throughout the nation.  

This evidence would be presented to top political and military 

leaders when denominational leaders meet with them to "speak 

truth to power." 

 

I turn to you for advice on how Friends might fit into these 

activities.  Could one or two national Friends leaders be among 

the initial signers of the Citizen's Pledge (such as some one 

from Friends General Conference or AFSC)?  Could the Pledge 

be circulated to the yearly meetings for signing by the clerk or 

some other officer?  If we are able to put together a 

delegation  
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to meet with top political and military leader, could a leading Friend join 

the group?  If so, who should that be? 

 

Because AFSC was presented at the September and November meetings to 

discuss launching the Nuclear Abolition Campaign, I assume that it will be 

the main vehicle for involving Friends.  If so, who is the best contact to talk 

about education and other kinds of action in which religious organizations 

can work together?  Is it you or some one else?   

 

I'll call you in a few days to discuss these matters with you in greater detail. 

 

With best regards, 

 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors  



December 9, 1995 

 

Timothy A. McElwee 

Church of the Brethren 

110 Maryland Avenue,NE 

Washington, DC 20002 

 

Dear Tim: 

 

A Nuclear Abolition Campaign is forming in the United States 

that will be part of a global campaign.  I believe that religious 

organizations should associate with these efforts but also play a 

distinctive role as a faith community.  With that in mind I 

have developed some ideas, presented in the enclosed paper. 

 

Among my action suggestions for religious organizations are 

these: 

# Update denominational policy resolutions to make explicit 

a commitment to nuclear abolition. 

# Get denominational leaders and others to sign a Citizen's 

Pledge (atttached), promising to take action to work for 

nuclear abolition. 

# Join the Nuclear Abolition Campaign (several levels of 

commitment are suggested). 

# Have prominent denominational leaders join together in 

"speaking truth power" by calling on top political and 

military leaders to make the case for nuclear abolition. 

# Join together in educational activities and other kinds of 



action. 

 

Do you think that the Church of the Brethren would be part of 

this campaign?  If so, what is the best way to achieve 

involvement?  For instance, would a top national Brethren 

leader join as an initial signer of the Citizen's Pledge?  Are 

there other Brethren leaders who might sign along with 

Catholic and Protestant bishops from around the country?  

Would your office in Washington or some other Brethren unit 

be the best point of contact?  Could the Church of the 

Brethren be represented at the next meeting of the Nuclear 

Abolition Campaign, scheduled for Saturday, February 3, 1996 

in Philadelphia? 

 

I'll call you in a few days to discuss these matters. 

 

With best regards, 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors 



December 9, 1995 

 

Daryl Byler 

Mennonite Central Committee 

110 Maryland Avenue,NE 

Washington, DC 20002 

 

Dear Daryl: 

 

A Nuclear Abolition Campaign is forming in the United States 

that will be part of a global campaign.  I believe that religious 

organizations should associate with these efforts but also play a 

distinctive role as a faith community.  With that in mind I 

have developed some ideas, presented in the enclosed paper. 

 

Among my action suggestions for religious organizations are 

these: 

# Update denominational policy resolutions to make explicit 

a commitment to nuclear abolition. 

# Get denominational leaders and others to sign a Citizen's 

Pledge (attached), promising to take action to work for 

nuclear abolition. 

# Join the Nuclear Abolition Campaign (several levels of 

commitment are suggested). 

# Have prominent denominational leaders join together in 

"speaking truth power" by calling on top political and 

military leaders to make the case for nuclear abolition. 

# Join together in educational activities and other kinds of 



action. 

 

Do you think that Mennonites would be part of this campaign? 

 If so, what is the best way to achieve involvement?  For 

instance, would a top national Mennonite leader join as an 

initial signer of the Citizen's Pledge?  Are there other 

Mennonite leaders who might sign along with Catholic and 

Protestant bishops from around the country?  Would your 

office in Washington or some other Mennonite unit be the best 

point of contact?  Could there be Mennonite representation at 

the next meeting of the Nuclear Abolition Campaign, scheduled 

for Saturday, February 3, 1996 in Philadelphia? 

 

I'll call you in a few days to discuss these matters. 

 

With best regards, 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors 



December 9, 1995 

 

Mr. John Stoner  

New Call to Peacemaking 

728 Fulton Street 

Akron, PA 17501 

 

Dear Mr. Stoner: 

 

A Nuclear Abolition Campaign is forming in the United States 

that will be part of a global campaign.  I believe that religious 

organizations should associate with these efforts but also play a 

distinctive role as a faith community.  With that in mind I 

have developed some ideas, presented in the enclosed paper. 

 

Among my action suggestions for religious organizations are 

these: 

# Update denominational policy resolutions to make explicit 

a commitment to nuclear abolition. 

# Get denominational leaders and others to sign a Citizen's 

Pledge (attached), promising to take action to work for 

nuclear abolition. 

# Join the Nuclear Abolition Campaign (several levels of 

commitment are suggested). 

# Have prominent denominational leaders join together in 

"speaking truth power" by calling on top political and 

military leaders to make the case for nuclear abolition. 

# Join together in educational activities and other kinds of 



action. 

 

I have conferred with Dr. Ronald Sider about this effort, and 

he suggested that I get in touch with you.  I confess that I 

hadn't heard of the New Call to Peacemaking.  Are you doing 

things that would benefit the Nuclear Abolition Campaign?  If 

so, you might want to attend the next meeting, scheduled for 

Saturday, February 3, 1996 in Philadelphia. 

 

I am seeking ways to achieve involvement of religious leaders 

identified as evangelicals.  Are there some who would sign the 

Citizen's Pledged (see attached document)?  What other advice 

can you offer me?  I will appreciate hearing from you. 

 

With best regards, 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors 



December 11, 1995 

 

Ms. Meta Ukena, Vice President 

Presbyterian Peace Fellowship 

One Park Lane, #2B 

Mt. Vernon, NY 10552 

 

Dear Ms. Ukena: 

 

A Nuclear Abolition Campaign is forming in the United States 

that will be part of a global campaign.  I believe that religious 

organizations should associate with these efforts but also play a 

distinctive role as a faith community.  With that in mind I 

have developed some ideas, presented in the enclosed paper.  I 

have shared these ideas with Rich Kilmer, who has a strong 

interest in working on this issue, and would like to share them 

with you. 

 

Among my action suggestions for religious organizations are 

these: 

# Update denominational policy resolutions to make explicit 

a commitment to nuclear abolition. 

# Get denominational leaders and others to sign a Citizen's 

Pledge (attached), promising to take action to work for 

nuclear abolition. 

# Join the Nuclear Abolition Campaign (several levels of 

commitment are suggested). 

# Have prominent denominational leaders join together in 



"speaking truth power" by calling on top political and 

military leaders to make the case for nuclear abolition. 

# Join together in educational activities and other kinds of 

action. 

 

Would the Presbyterian Peace Fellowship be interested in 

participating in the Nuclear Abolition Campaign?  Would you 

be able to send a representative to the next meeting, scheduled 

for Saturday, February 3, 1996 in Philadelphia (at AFSC, 

1501 Cherry Street)?  Which aspects of my action proposals 

for religious organizations would you be willing to participate 

in? 

 

I'll call you in a few days to discuss these matters. 

 

With best regards, 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors 

 

cc. E. William Galvin, Bill Yolton 



December 11, 1995 

 

Rev. Schuyler Rhodes, President 

Methodist Peace Fellowship 

Washington Square United Methodist Church 

135 W. 4th Street 

New York, NY 10012 

 

Dear Schuyler: 

 

As I reported to you as a member of our Board of Directors, a 

Nuclear Abolition Campaign is forming in the United States 

that will be part of a global campaign.  In behalf of Methodists 

United for Peace with Justice I am playing a leadership role, 

especially to obtain involvement of the religious community.  

With that in mind I have developed some ideas, presented in 

the enclosed paper.   

 

Among my action suggestions for religious organizations are 

these: 

# Update denominational policy resolutions to make explicit 

a commitment to nuclear abolition. 

# Get denominational leaders and others to sign a Citizen's 

Pledge (attached), promising to take action to work for 

nuclear abolition. 

# Join the Nuclear Abolition Campaign (several levels of 

commitment are suggested). 

# Have prominent denominational leaders join together in 



"speaking truth power" by calling on top political and 

military leaders to make the case for nuclear abolition. 

# Join together in educational activities and other kinds of 

action. 

 

Would the Methodist Peace Fellowship be interested in 

participating in the Nuclear Abolition Campaign?  If so, which 

aspects of my action proposals for religious organizations would 

you be willing to work on?  Would you or some other 

representative of the Methodist Peace Fellowship be able to 

attend the next meeting of the Nuclear Abolition Campaign, 

scheduled for Saturday, February 3, 1996 in Philadelphia at 

AFSC, 1501 Cherry Street?   

 

I'll call you in a few days to discuss these matters. 

 

With best regards, 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors 

 



December 11, 1995 

 

Ms. Glenda Fontenot, President 

Baptist Peace Fellowship 

4806 Florence Street 

Belair, TX 77401 

 

Dear Ms. Fontenot: 

 

A Nuclear Abolition Campaign is forming in the United States 

that will be part of a global campaign.  I believe that religious 

organizations should associate with these efforts but also play a 

distinctive role as a faith community.  With that in mind I 

have developed some ideas, presented in the enclosed paper.  

Among my action suggestions for religious organizations are 

these: 

 

# Update denominational policy resolutions to make explicit 

a commitment to nuclear abolition. 

# Get denominational leaders and others to sign a Citizen's 

Pledge (attached), promising to take action to work for 

nuclear abolition. 

# Join the Nuclear Abolition Campaign (several levels of 

commitment are suggested). 

# Have prominent denominational leaders join together in 

"speaking truth power" by calling on top political and 

military leaders to make the case for nuclear abolition. 

# Join together in educational activities and other kinds of 



action. 

 

Would the Baptist Peace Fellowship be interested in 

participating in the Nuclear Abolition Campaign?  If so, would 

you be able to send a representative to the next meeting, 

scheduled for Saturday, February 3, 1996 in Philadelphia at 

the American Friends Service Committee headquarters, 1501 

Cherry Street?  Are there particular aspects of my action 

proposals for religious organizations that the Baptist Peace 

Fellowship would be willing to participate in?  What other 

action proposals do you have? 

 

We at Methodists United for Peace with Justice look forward to 

working with the Baptist Fellowship on this important issue. 

 

With best regards, 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors 

 

cc. Ken Sehested, Glen Stassen  



December 11, 1995 

 

Dr. Glen Stassen 

Southern Baptist Seminary 

2825 Lexington Road 

Louisville, KY 40280 

 

Dear Glen: 

 

I want to share with you a letter I wrote to Glenda Fontenot 

and a set of ideas on how to involve the religious community in 

nuclear abolition. 

 

One of the ideas is to get prominent religious leaders to sign a 

Citizen's Pledge to work for nuclear abolition.  Are there 

Southern Baptist leaders who would sign such a pledge?  It 

seems to me that there is nothing inherent in conservative 

theology that stands in the way of seeking global nuclear 

abolition. 

 

I would also appreciate your suggestions on how to reach 

leaders of other Baptist denominations beyond the American 

Baptists Churches, with whom I have good contacts. 

 

With best regards, 

 

 

 



Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors 

  



December 11, 1995 

 

Ms. Mary Miller, Executive Director 

Episcopal Peace Fellowship 

1317 G Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20005 

 

Dear Ms. Miller: 

 

A Nuclear Abolition Campaign is forming in the United States 

that will be part of a global campaign.  I believe that religious 

organizations should associate with these efforts but also play a 

distinctive role as a faith community.  With that in mind I 

have developed some ideas, presented in the enclosed paper.  I 

have shared these ideas with the Rev. Brian Grieves of the 

Episcopal Peace and Justice Office and would like to share 

them with you. 

 

Among my action suggestions for religious organizations are 

these: 

# Update denominational policy resolutions to make explicit 

a commitment to nuclear abolition. 

# Get denominational leaders and others to sign a Citizen's 

Pledge (attached), promising to take action to work for 

nuclear abolition. 

# Join the Nuclear Abolition Campaign (several levels of 

commitment are suggested). 

# Have prominent denominational leaders join together in 



"speaking truth power" by calling on top political and 

military leaders to make the case for nuclear abolition. 

# Join together in educational activities and other kinds of 

action. 

 

Would the Episcopal Peace Fellowship be interested in 

participating in the Nuclear Abolition Campaign?  Would you 

be able to send a representative to the next meeting, scheduled 

for Saturday, February 3, 1996 in Philadelphia at American 

Friends Service Committee headquarters, 1501 Cherry Street? 

 Which aspects of my action proposals for religious 

organizations would you be willing to participate in? 

 

I'll call you in a few days to discuss these matters. 

 

With best regards, 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors 



December 11, 1995 

 

Mr. Duane Shank 

Sojourners 

2401 15th Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20009 

 

Dear Duane: 

 

I would like to share with you my ideas on "How Religious 

Organizations Can Work Together for Nuclear Abolition".  I see 

this as a component of the broader Nuclear Abolition 

Campaign.   

Among my action suggestions for religious organizations are 

these: 

 

# Update denominational policy resolutions to make explicit 

a commitment to nuclear abolition. 

# Get denominational leaders and others to sign a Citizen's 

Pledge (attached), promising to take action to work for 

nuclear abolition. 

# Join the Nuclear Abolition Campaign (several levels of 

commitment are suggested). 

# Have prominent denominational leaders join together in 

"speaking truth power" by calling on top political and 

military leaders to make the case for nuclear abolition. 

# Join together in educational activities and other kinds of 

action. 



 

The second of these relates to the Citizen's Pledge, which the 

Nuclear Age Peace Foundation developed and obtained 

signatures from Nobel laureates.  Do you think that we could 

obtain signers from some of the prominent religious leaders 

associated with the Cry for Renewal movement beyond those 

from mainline denominations and peace churches?  What 

about leaders from the "religious right"?  There is nothing 

inherent in conservative theology that stands in the way of 

seeking global nuclear abolition. 

 

Will nuclear abolition be on the agenda of the Cry for Renewal 

conference on February 2 and 3?  I hope so.  I'll give you a 

call in a few days to explore these matters. 

 

 

With best regards, 

 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors   



December 11, 1995 

 

Ms. Mia Adjali 

United Methodist Women's Division 

777 United Nations Plaza 

New York, NY 10017 

 

Dear Mia: 

 

As you are probably aware, an effort is underway to organize a 

Nuclear Abolition Campaign in the United States, linked to a 

global campaign.  I'm hoping that various denominations and 

peace fellowships will participate.  With that in mind I've 

developed the enclosed set of ideas on "How Religious 

Organizations Can Work Together for Nuclear Abolition", 

suggesting the following actions: 

 

# Update denominational policy resolutions to make explicit 

a commitment to nuclear abolition. 

# Get denominational leaders and others to sign a Citizen's 

Pledge, promising to take action to work for nuclear 

abolition. 

# Join the Nuclear Abolition Campaign (several levels of 

commitment are suggested) and send a representative to 

our next meeting on February 3, 1996 in Philadelphia. 

# Have prominent denominational leaders join together in 

"speaking truth power" by calling on top political and 

military leaders to make the case for nuclear abolition. 



# Join together in educational activities and other kinds of 

action. 

 

Methodists United for Peace with Justice is taking initiative on 

some of these matters within the United Methodist Church.   

We have submitted a resolution on "Nuclear Abolition" to the 

United Methodist Conference (final version enclosed).  We will 

be circulating the Citizen's Pledge to United Methodist bishops 

and working to get top denominational leaders to work 

together to "speak truth to power".  We want to work with 

United Methodist general boards on educational activities that 

reach out to conference and local church peace activists. 

 

Would it be possible for the Women's Division or the General 

Board of Global Ministries to become a member of the Nuclear 

Abolition Campaign?  There are several ways this can happen, 

as spelled out on page 4.  Would Randy Nugent be willing to 

sign the Citizen's Pledge?  Would you?  Would GBGM or the 

Women's Division sign on to the statement of principles 

developed by the  
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NGO Abolition Caucus?  Would you or somebody else from GBGM be able 

to attend the next meeting of the Campaign in Philadelphia on Saturday 

February 3, 1996?   

 

I'll give you a call in a few days to talk about these matters. 

 

With best regards, 

 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors 

 

 



December 14, 1995 

 

Mr. George Perkovich 

W. Alton Jones Foundation 

232 High Street 

Charlottesville, VA 22902 

 

Dear Mr. Perkovich: 

 

We would like to inquire whether the W. Alton Jones 

Foundation would consider a grant in support of an effort to 

facilitate cooperative action within the U.S. religious 

community on nuclear abolition.  This would occur as a major 

element of a broader nuclear abolition campaign.  We are 

thinking of a two year grant of $100,000 with the possibility 

of extension if work remains to be done on this issue. 

 

Methodists United for Peace with Justice has had a strong 

commitment to nuclear disarmament since we organized in 

1987 (see attachment 1).  Last summer, following the 

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty Conference and in the midst 

of observances of the 50th anniversary of the first nuclear 

weapon explosions, I sensed that the time was ripe to initiate 

some kind of coalition activities within the religious 

community, directed specifically toward  the goal of nuclear 

abolition.  Through conversations with a number of persons I 

found that most major denominations have policy resolutions 

that call for the eventual elimination of all nuclear weapons 



but that they were doing relatively little at the moment to 

achieve this goal.  However, I also found considerable interest 

in stepping up the pace of activity and a willingness to join 

with others to work for nuclear abolition.  I perceived that 

such cooperative action could come about through network 

activities rather than a formal organization, such as a "religious 

coalition for nuclear abolition", with its own staff. 

 

While making contacts within the religious community, I 

learned that several peace organizations were initiating a 

nuclear abolition campaign as follow-up to the NPT conference. 

 Quickly I concluded that work on this issue by the religious 

community should be part of this broader campaign even 

though religious organizations could carry out distinctive sets of 

cooperative activities.  To help strengthen these ties I have 

attended meetings seeking to organize the nuclear abolition 

campaign, held in New York in September and in Philadelphia 

in November.  I am now serving as a member of the 

organizing committee.  Among other contributions I have 

offered proposals for a policy agenda (attachment 2) and for 

campaign components (attachment 3). 
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In the midst of my exploration, stimulated by discussion at the Monday 

Lobby, I initiated a sign-on letter to Russian President Boris Yeltsin, urging 

him to support a zero testing threshold for the Comprehensive Test Ban 

Treaty.  Working through denominational staffs, I was able to get a 

number of heads of communion to sign as well as heads of several 

professional organizations committed to arms reduction (attachment 4).  

This was an encouraging sign that top denominational leadership would 

likely support a wider effort focused on nuclear abolition. 

 

Having tried out ideas through many conversations, I have pulled my 

thoughts together in the enclosed statement on "How Religious 

Organizations Can Work Together for Nuclear Abolition" (attachment 5).  

Among my action suggestions for religious organizations are these: 

# Update denominational policy resolutions to make explicit a 

commitment to nuclear abolition. 

# Get denominational leaders and others to sign the Citizen's Pledge 

(developed by the Nuclear Age Peace Foundation), promising to take 

action to work for nuclear abolition. 

# Join the broader nuclear abolition campaign (several levels of 

commitment are suggested). 

# Have prominent denominational leaders join together in "speaking 

truth to power" by calling on top political and military leaders to 

make the case for nuclear abolition. 

# Join together in educational activities and other kinds of action. 

 

Building upon my contacts of previous months, I have sent this proposal to 

denominational staffs and leaders of peace fellowships (listed in attachment 

6). I am getting a very positive response and am convinced that a strong 

religious network can function within the broader nuclear abolition 



campaign.  But for this to happen, there needs to be someone serving as a 

catalyst, a facilitator.  This is a role I have been playing informally through 

my office of chair, Board of Directors, Methodists United for Peace with 

Justice, serving as a volunteer on a shoestring basis.  Now I would like to 

step up this activity, working approximately half-time for the next couple 

of years.  That is why we are approaching the W. Alton Jones Foundation 

for a grant. 

 

My qualifications for this work are described in attachments 7 to 10. 

Although I can continue to function as chair of Methodists United, for 

practical purposes a grant can be best administered through the Civic 

Action Institute, a 501(c)(3) tax exempt organization I serve as president 

(described in attachment 11).  It is my consulting base and was the vehicle 

I used in 1986 in developing the Citizen's Declaration on Nuclear 

Disarmament.  I can explain the reason for this proposed arrangement in 

direct discussion with you.  The proposed budget is presented in 

attachment 12. 

 

I would welcome an opportunity to discuss this request with you over the 

phone or in person in Charlottesville or some time when you are in 

Washington.  Among other things I can present an oral briefing on the 

status of support for nuclear abolition activities within the religious commu-

nity.  

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors  



December 16, 1995 

 

Bishop Roy I. Sano 

P.O. Box 6006 

Pasadena, CA 91102 

 

Dear Bishop Sano: 

 

Methodists United for Peace with Justice is joining with a 

number of religious and secular organizations to launch a 

nuclear abolition campaign in the United States, linked with a 

global campaign.  One activity is seeking signatures to the 

attached Citizen's Pledge to support and work for nuclear 

abolition.  Twenty-eight Nobel laureates are among the 

thousands of people who have already signed the Pledge. 

 

Working with other religious organizations, we are inviting top 

religious leaders in the United States to sign the Citizen's 

Pledge.  First, we are asking heads of communion and other 

top denominational leaders to sign.  Then with these names 

listed the Pledge will be circulated to all bishops and equivalent 

area leaders in non-episcopal denominations. 

 

Would you sign the Citizen's Pledge as president of the United 

Methodist Council of Bishops?  We are also asking Bishop 

Melvin G. Talbert to sign as secretary of the Council of Bishops 

and president of the National Council of Churches.  Bishop C. 

Dale White, recognized as the leading United Methodist bishop 



on nuclear disarmament, has already signed.   

 

Our colleagues in other denominations are seeking signatures 

from heads of communion of American Baptist Churches, 

Episcopal Church, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 

Presbyterian Church (USA), United Church of Christ; also 

leading Catholic bishops on international policy and top leaders 

of historic peace churches.  Subsequently we will reach out to 

other denominations, including those in the Methodist family. 

 

For your convenience I am enclosing a pledge form and a 

stamped return envelope.  Or you may fax your reply to 

301 620-0232.  If you have any questions, please call me. 

 

With best regards, 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors  



December 16, 1995 

 

Bishop Melvin G.Talbert 

P.O. Box 420467 

San Francisco, CA 94142-0467 

 

Dear Bishop Talbert: 

 

Methodists United for Peace with Justice is joining with a 

number of religious and secular organizations to launch a 

nuclear abolition campaign in the United States, linked with a 

global campaign.  One activity is seeking signatures to the 

attached Citizen's Pledge to support and work for nuclear 

abolition.  Twenty-eight Nobel laureates are among the 

thousands of people who have already signed the Pledge. 

 

Working with other religious organizations, we are inviting top 

religious leaders in the United States to sign the Citizen's 

Pledge.  First, we are asking heads of communion and other 

top denominational leaders to sign.  Then with these names 

listed the Pledge will be circulated to all bishops and equivalent 

area leaders in non-episcopal denominations. 

 

Would you sign the Citizen's Pledge as secretary of the Council 

of Bishops and also as president of the National Council of 

Churches?  We are also asking Bishop Roy I. Sano to sign as 

president of the United Methodist Council of Bishops.  Bishop 

C. Dale White, recognized as the leading United Methodist 



bishop on nuclear disarmament, has already signed.   

 

Our colleagues in other denominations are seeking signatures 

from heads of communion of American Baptist Churches, 

Episcopal Church, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 

Presbyterian Church (USA), United Church of Christ; also 

leading Catholic bishops on international policy and top leaders 

of historic peace churches.  Subsequently we will reach out to 

other denominations, including those in the Methodist family. 

 

For your convenience I am enclosing a pledge form and a 

stamped return envelope.  Or you may fax your reply to 

301 620-0232.  If you have any questions, please call me. 

 

With best regards, 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors  



 METHODISTS UNITED FOR PEACE WITH JUSTICE 

 1500 16th Street, NW 

 Washington, DC 20036 

 

 

 

 FAX TRANSMITTAL MEMO 

 

 

Date: January 3, 1996 

 

To: Meg Riley 

 

Fax: 202 544-2854 No, of pages: 2 

 

From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 

      Board of Directors 

 

Voice/Fax: 301 620-0232 

 

 

Dear Meg: 

 

Here is a copy of the Citizens' Pledge for Nuclear Abolition, which you 

requested.  We are now seeking signers from top religious leaders in 

preparation for wider circulation in the religious community. 

 

If you have any questions, please call me. 



 METHODISTS UNITED FOR PEACE WITH JUSTICE 

 1500 16th Street, NW 

 Washington, DC 20036 

 

 FAX TRANSMITTAL MEMO 

 

Date: January 11, 1996 

 

To: Karina Wood 

Fax: 202 862-9762 No, of pages: 1 

 

From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 

Voice/Fax: 301 620-0232 

 

Dear Karina: 

 

Thanks for sending me a fresh copy of the agenda for the Friday conference 

call.  In addition to the items you suggest for the February 3 meeting, I 

would like to have us consider our long range goals, objectives, and 

strategies and then tactics for the next twelve months.  Maybe we should 

work backward from where we want to come out, as Alice Slater suggested 

at one meeting. 

 

Thus, we want to achieve the elimination of all nuclear weapons and 

weapon components on Earth with proper verification and monitoring. 

 

To achieve this goal there should be  

(a) a comprehensive international treaty for nuclear abolition and 

(b) a series of intermediate actions, some multi-lateral, some bilateral 

(especially U.S. and Russia), such as: 

# Comprehensive test ban treaty  



# START II, START III 

# Global zero alert 

# Vigorous enforcement of Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 

# No first use pledges 

# Nuclear weapon free zones 

# Other steps 

 

All of these require decisions and actions by governments.  Therefore, the 

Nuclear Abolition Campaign must find ways to influence governmental 

decision makers, including elected chief executive, appointed political and 

military leaders, and legislators. 

  

We can exercise our influence in a number of ways, such as: 

# Involvement in election campaigns  

# Direct contact with decision makers (lobbying) 

# Work through legislative body to influence executive 

# Through other elites who have direct influence 

# Impact media to influence public opinion 

# Mass mobilization for elections, lobbying, and influencing public opinion 

 

This listing isn't exhaustive but suggests that we should pursue several tactics 

simultaneously through a division of labor among campaign participants.  I 

would hope that at the February 3 meeting we can figure out how to do 

this. 



January 17, 1996 

 

Ms. Meta Ukena, Vice President 

Presbyterian Peace Fellowship 

One Park Lane, #2B 

Mt. Vernon, NY 10552 

 

Dear Meta: 

 

Here is a copy of the letter I wrote you on December 11 and 

the enclosures. 

 

I hope that somebody from the Presbyterian Peace Fellowship 

can attend the meeting of the Nuclear Abolition Campaign in 

Philadelphia on February 3.  I will have the facilitator of this 

meeting send you the agenda and the minutes of the previous 

meeting. 

 

I look forward to working together with you on nuclear 

abolition. 

 

With best regards, 

 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors 

 



 



January 18, 1996 

 

Bruce Birchard, General Secretary 

Friends General Conference 

1216 Arch Street, 2B 

Philadelphia, PA 19107 

 

Dear Bruce: 

 

As you are probably aware, an effort is underway to mount a 

Nuclear Abolition Campaign in the United States, connected to 

an global campaign.  I believe that religious organizations 

should associate with these efforts but also play a distinctive 

role as a faith community.  I'm doing what I can to form 

linkages for this purpose. 

 

So far there have been two organizing meetings: in New York 

in September and in Philadelphia in November.  A third is 

scheduled for Saturday, February 3 in Philadelphia at the 

headquarters of the American Friends Service Committee.  

AFSC was represented at the New York meeting by Joe Gerson 

and at the Philadelphia meeting by David Gracie, who is likely 

to participate in the next one. 

 

Beyond that it seems desirable to gain participation of Friends 

yearly meetings and their confederation organizations, the 

Friends General Conference and the Friends United Meeting.  I 

would like your advice on how this can occur. 



 

Enclosed is a set of ideas on "How Religious Organizations Can 

Work Together for Nuclear Abolition".  Action suggestions 

include:  # Update 

denominational policy resolutions to make explicit a 

commitment to nuclear abolition. 

# Get denominational leaders and others to sign a Citizen's 

Pledge (attached), promising to take action to work for 

nuclear abolition. 

# Join the Nuclear Abolition Campaign (several levels of 

commitment are suggested). 

# Have prominent denominational leaders join together in 

"speaking truth to power" by calling on top political and 

military leaders to make the case for nuclear abolition. 

# Join together in educational activities and other kinds of 

action. 

 

Could one or two national Friends leaders be among the initial 

signers of the Citizen's Pledge?  If so, who?  Could the Pledge 

be circulated to the yearly meetings for signing by the clerk or 

some other officer?  If we are able to put together a 

delegation 



Bruce Birchard 
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to meet with top political and military leader, could a leading Friend join 

the group?  If so, who should that be? 

 

In addition to AFSC involvement, other Friends participate in the meetings 

of the Nuclear Abolition Campaign, starting at the one on February 3 in 

Philadelphia?  Who would that be?  Could particular Friends units join the 

Campaign? 

 

From your previous work on nuclear abolition I'm sure that you have other 

ideas to offer.  Therefore, I would like to have a telephone conversation 

with you in a few days to discuss these matters in greater detail.  I'll give 

you a call. 

 

With best regards, 

 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors  



January 18, 1996 

 

Mr. Ethan Flad 

The Episcopal Church Center 

815 Second Avenue 

New York, NY 10017 

 

Dear Ethan: 

 

Here is my earlier letter to Brian Grieves regarding the Nuclear 

Abolition Campaign.   

 

I'll call you the week of February 5th to report on the February 

3 meeting in Philadelphia and to explore with you ways in 

which the Episcopal Church will want to be involved in these 

efforts. 

 

With best regards, 

 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors 
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