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To all national sections, affiliated 
groups and associated organisations
To the members of the Executive Committee
To the members of the Commission for
Security, Demilitarisation and Arms Trade
To the representatives

Ref.: 351PLE
Brussels, 2 April 1998
Dear friends,

Preparations are now underway for our participation in the 1998 session of the Preparatory Committee to review the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT PrepCom), taking place in Geneva from 27 April - 8 May. Pax Christi 
International will be active within the NGO Committee on Disarmament which will be the co-ordinating NGO body 
for this occasion. 

Pax Christi International has taken the following initiatives in order to influence the debate:

1. The World Council of Churches and Pax Christi International has been producing a joint statement entitled 'Act 
Now For Nuclear Abolition' addressed to the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty  (NPT) Preparatory Committee. This 
statement has been signed by our International President, Cardinal Godfried Danneels, and by Rev Dr Konrad Raiser, 
the General Secretary of the World Council of Churches. The text is available in English and in French and all national 
sections are invited to distribute this statement widely as possible. 

2. All national sections are invited to contact their bishop-president and the other bishops and/or religious leaders they 
are working with, asking for their endorsement of the statement. These endorsements will be compiled along with the 
endorsements that our colleagues from the World Council of Churches are organising. The hope is that we can show a 
wide global support in the religious community for nuclear abolition. Please forward all the endorsements directly to 
the International Secretariat and to Pax Christi USA (Cc Dave Robinson), 532 West 8th Street, Erie, PA, 16502-1343, 
USA, fax 001-814-4524784, e-mail: dave@paxchristiusa.org

3. Cardinal Danneels will be present at a reception organised by the Religious NGO Working Group in Geneva on 27 
April 1998 on the occasion of the opening of the NPT PrepCom.  The Cardinal will also deliver a short speech. 

4. Bishop Thomas Gumbleton and Dave Robinson from Pax Christi USA will attend the NPT PrepCom sessions in 
Geneva and will deliver a statement on behalf of Pax Christi International. 

5. At the meeting of the Commission for Security, Demilitarisation and Arms Trade which will take place in Antwerp 
on 2 and 3 May 1998, Dave Robinson will report on the activities in Geneva. The Commission will then discuss the 
follow-up of this issue.

We hope that these initiatives will motivate all of us in acting for nuclear abolition.

With kind regards,

Etienne De Jonghe
International Secretary

Ref.: SD.06.E.98
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ACT NOW FOR NUCLEAR ABOLITION

A Statement Addressed to the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) Preparatory Committee

The time has come to rid planet Earth of nuclear weapons-all of them, everywhere. The Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT) Preparatory Committee has a remarkable opportunity at its upcoming meeting to set the course resolutely 
for the achievement of this goal.

Nuclear weapons, whether used or threatened, are grossly evil and morally wrong.  As an instrument of mass 
destruction, nuclear weapons slaughter the innocent and ravage the environment. This was quite apparent in Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki. The same result would probably occur in any further use, and indeed would be worse because of the 
increased destructive power of modern nuclear weapons.

When used as an instrument of deterrence, nuclear weapons hold innocent people hostage for political and military 
purposes. Therefore, the doctrine of nuclear deterrence is morally corrupt. It loses sight of the inviolable connection 
between means and end by failing to recognise that just ends cannot be achieved through wrongful means.

During the past 50 years the production and testing of nuclear weapons has proven grievously harmful to individuals 
and the environment in the vicinity of mining operations, processing plants, production facilities, and test sites. 
Numerous locales are burdened with lingering radioactivity and deadly waste products that will take decades to clean 
up. Some sites may never be restored to safe occupancy.
Psalm 24 teaches, "The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell therein."  The First 
Book of Moses, also known as Genesis, indicates that God made Earth available to humankind to till and keep, that is, 
to use for mutual benefit and to preserve. Because production and use of nuclear weapons causes grave harm to Earth 
and its inhabitants, we as good stewards of God's Earth have an obligation to rid the world of this perilous threat.

Numerous religious bodies have condemned nuclear weapons and have called for their abolition. Thus, the Sixth 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches meeting in 1983 stated: "We believe that the time has come when the 
churches must unequivocally declare that the production and deployment as well as the use of nuclear weapons are a 
crime against humanity and that such activities must be condemned on ethical and theological grounds. Furthermore, 
we appeal for the institution of a universal covenant to this effect so that nuclear weapons and warfare are 
delegitimized and condemn as violations of international law." 

Speaking for the Holy See before the First Committee of the United Nations General Assembly on October 15, 1997, 
Archbishop Renato Martino stated: "Nuclear weapons are incompatible with the peace we seek for the 21st century. 
They cannot be justified. They deserve condemnation. The preservation of the Non-Proliferation Treaty demands an 
unequivocal commitment to their abolition....This is a moral challenge, a legal challenge and a political challenge. 
That multiple-based challenge must be met by the application of our humanity."

In principle the nations of Earth agree on the need to eliminate nuclear weapons. Indeed, they have made a strong 
commitment in Article VI of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) "to the cessation of the 
nuclear arms race at an early date and to nuclear disarmament." After reviewing this article at the request of the 
General Assembly of the United Nations, the International Court of Justice unanimously agreed that "There exists an 
obligation to pursue in good faith and bring to a conclusion negotiations leading to nuclear disarmament in all its 
aspects under strict and effective international control."

Now is the time to take this obligation seriously. We call upon the members of the NPT Preparatory Committee to 
make the 1998 session a notable landmark in the journey toward the abolition of all nuclear weapons. 

First, we ask the delegates to call resolutely upon the nuclear weapon states to embark upon a series of steps along the 
road leading to nuclear abolition. There is broad consensus among study commissions, retired generals and admirals, 
scientists, and other civilian experts on what these steps should be.  They include:
* Declare a policy of no first use amongst themselves and non-use in relation to non-nuclear weapon states.
* Cease all research, development, production, and deployment of new nuclear weapons.
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* Refrain from modernising the existing nuclear arsenal and increasing the number of deployed nuclear weapons.
* Take all nuclear forces off alert and remove warheads from delivery vehicles.
* Achieve faster and deeper bilateral reduction of nuclear weapons by the United States and Russia.

It would be appropriate for the NPT Preparatory Committee to require the nuclear weapon states to provide annual 
progress reports on how they are carrying out such measures.

Second, we ask the delegates to take the lead in commencing the process of developing a nuclear weapons convention 
to outlaw and abolish all nuclear weapons. One appropriate method would be to establish a working group of the NPT 
Preparatory Committee for this purpose. Although the nuclear weapons states should be part of this process, other 
nations need not wait until they are willing to become engaged.  Rather as stewards of God's Earth, non-nuclear 
weapon states can begin the task of developing a nuclear weapons convention that specifies a fair and effective 
program to abolish all nuclear weapons.  

We appeal to delegates to the NPT Preparatory Committee to consider what is best for the whole Earth and its 
inhabitants when they vote on issues of nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament. Loyalty to all humankind exceeds 
that of loyalty within political blocs of nations. We urge delegates to act now decisively and courageously for the 
benefit of all the peoples of Earth.

Godfried Cardinal Danneels, President   Rev. Dr. Konrad Raiser, General Secretary
Pax Christi International                       World Council of Churches

March 1998
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Return-Path: <bgrieves@dfms.org>
From: Brian Grieves <bgrieves@dfms.org>
To: "'mupj@igc.apc.org'" <mupj@igc.apc.org>
Subject: FW: CTBT
Date: Fri, 17 Apr 1998 17:13:54 -0400

Please note a new email address: Bgrieves@dfms.org

-----Original Message-----
From:   Brian Grieves 
Sent:   Friday, April 17, 1998 5:07 PM
To:     'mupj@igc.apc.or'
Subject:        CTBT

The Presiding Bishop has signed onto the CTBT statement today.  Thanks
for the reminder.

Peace,  Brian Grieves

Please note a new email address: Bgrieves@dfms.org
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Return-Path: <owner-abolition-caucus@igc.org>
Date: Tue, 12 May 1998 09:47:18 -0700 (PDT)
From: Greg Mello <lasg@igc.apc.org>
Sender: owner-abolition-caucus@igc.org
Subject: great to see many of you in person
To: abolition-caucus@igc.org
X-Sender: lasg@pop.igc.org

Dear colleagues--
        It was really great to see many of you in person in Geneva.  I can
now see faces behind the email addresses, and am looking forward to working
with many of you in the coming years.  
        Thanks to all those whose hard work made the events at the PrepCom
possible.
        In solidarity,

        Greg
**********************
Greg Mello
Los Alamos Study Group
212 E. Marcy Street #7
Santa Fe, NM 87501
505-982-7747 voice
505-982-8502 fax
lasg@igc.apc.org
www.lasg.org
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 PrepCom Presentation 
 
 Mr. Chairman and delegates to the 1998 session of the NPT Preparatory Committee, I 

greatly appreciate the opportunity to appear before you and to present some ideas developed by 

the Religious Working Group for Nuclear Abolition. 

 You meet at a propitious time. With a new millenium rapidly approaching, the people of 

this planet would like to enter the new century free from the threat of nuclear holocaust.  In the 

next two weeks you delegates here assembled have a great opportunity to take decisive action to 

set the course for the abolition of all nuclear weapons on Earth. 

 The moral grounds for nuclear abolition was expressed in a statement by Cardinal 

Danneels and Rev. Dr. Konrad Raiser, which you have received.  Their words reflect a broad 

consensus with the world's religious community.  They stated: 

Nuclear weapons, whether used or threatened, are grossly evil and morally wrong.  As an 

instrument of mass destruction, nuclear weapons slaughter the innocent and ravage the 

environment. ...As an instrument of deterrence, nuclear weapons hold innocent people 

hostage for political and military purposes.  Therefore, the doctrine of nuclear deterrence 

is morally corrupt. 

I believe that most of you in your heart of hearts, in the deep recesses of your mind, agree with 

this conclusion.  The challenge to you is to let your moral judgment guide your actions. 

 The religious viewpoint is elaborated in a statement developed by the Christian Peace 

Conference in the Czech Republic.   In advocating the total rejection of nuclear weapons, the 

statement stresses two fundamental points: the threat to Creation and the contribution to moral 

degradation.  Please listen carefully to the words. 

Nuclear weapons fundamentally differ from all other weapons because of their potential 

to destroy all life on this planet.  They are terminal in relation to Nature.  They can 
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destroy the divine Creation.  In religious and theological understanding, they take from 

God the sole power to end the created order, and thus usurp the divine prerogative.  They 

put Man on an equal with God.  Nuclear weapons can destroy what God has created and 

is creating; they have the potential to frustrate the divine purpose in Creation on our 

world.  Nuclear weapons stand condemned because they can destroy "the sacred gift of 

life" and are thus innately demonic and blasphemous. 

The terrible suffering caused by nuclear weapons, their potential for total destruction, and 

their perversion of the fundamental nature of matter have contributed immeasurably to 

the moral degradation of humanity in our time.  The latter has escalated terribly: from the 

mass slaughter of World War I, the mass bombing of cities in World War II, and the Nazi 

concentration camps to the development of nuclear weapons and their use on Hiroshima 

and Nagasaki in the 1945.   The appalling moral decline is readily evident.  The East-

West nuclear confrontation with the readiness of states to commit global genocide further 

hugely contributed to the moral de-sensitization of our age, now so evident in many 

aspects of contemporary life. 

The continuing readiness of nuclear weapon states to inflict huge suffering and awesome 

destruction, inherent in nuclear deterrence policy, indicates a "genocidal mentality" 

wholly incompatible both with the moral tenets of Christianity and other world religions 

and with building a moral human community and peaceful global community. 

We thank our Czech brothers and sisters for these eloquent words.  Not only does possession of 

nuclear weapons represent genocidal mentality, it also contains a self-destructive tendency, 

hidden by a false sense of security. 

 Thus, while the nuclear weapon states believe that their arsenal provides them with 

security, but it is their own people who are at greatest risk due to their doctrine of mutually 



 3 

assured destruction.  Although the residents of Washington, London, Paris, Moscow, and Beijing 

don't think much about it, they live at ground zero of where nuclear-armed missiles could strike.  

Likewise citizens of the allies of nuclear weapon states are vulnerable to nuclear attack because 

of the established doctrines of the nuclear powers.  Any other nation gaining nuclear weapons 

would join the ranks of the insecure.  

  As Psalm Two in the Hebrew scripture indicates,  

  Why do the nations conspire, and the peoples plot in vain? 

  He who sits in the heavens laugh, the Lord has them in derision. 

Yet God must also ache for the people of the nuclear weapon states because of their addiction to 

nuclear weapons, a self-imposed and self-destructive addiction.   

 Like many other addictions cure can come in two ways. 

 First, the addicted can exercise self-will, can renounce the additive substance or 

orientation, and can through great determination and inner strength free itself from the addiction 

that is sapping its vitality.  In this case, the nuclear weapon states can say individually or join 

together in a covenant that says, "We renounce the use of nuclear weapons for war-fighting 

purposes.  We renounce nuclear deterrence as an instrument of foreign and military policy."  

Renunciation would remove the fundamental blockage to carrying out a series of actions that 

lead to nuclear abolition.  Other speakers on this program will describe the steps that can be 

taken. 

 Second, friends of the addicted can apply "tough love".  They can talk firmly and insist 

that the addicted take the necessary steps leading out of addiction.   In the matter at hand, you 

delegates from non-nuclear weapon states can exercise tough love by insisting that the nuclear 

weapon states embark upon a course of action that moves toward nuclear abolition.  You can 

even develop a plan in the form of a nuclear weapons convention to outlaw and abolish nuclear 
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weapons.  Even if you are part of a political bloc with one or more nuclear weapon states, true 

friendship may require you to apply tough love by acting independently and supporting measures 

leading to nuclear abolition.   Beyond that you have a higher loyalty to all humankind, to the 

well-being of all peoples on Earth. 

 In a few moments we want to offer you a short period of reflection on how you can 

exercise your responsibility at this session of the NPT Preparatory Committee.  But before doing 

so, we want you to hear how the development of the nuclear arsenal has adversely affected real 

people in real situations.   For that purpose, I present....[name of speaker from South Pacific] 

  [After that speaker] 

 We are greatly indebted to you, [name], for that moving story on how nuclear testing has 

affected the people of [place].  A similar story could be told of the affects of nuclear testing on 

indigenous people and other inhabitants living in the vicinity of test sites in the Western United 

States, Kazakhstan, Siberia, (test site in China), Algeria, and Australia, as well as the South 

Pacific.  But not they alone have suffered.  In the days of atmospheric testing radioactive 

material drifted over most of the United States and many other regions of the world.  Others have 

been harmed by the side effects of mining operations and weapon production facilities.  And 

more than 50 years ago the people of Hiroshima and Nagasaki were victims of the first, and so 

far only, use of nuclear weapons in war. 

 In the memory of all these affected people, we ask you to observe one minute of silence.  

You can use this time in shared contrition for the harm on the human race perpetrated in the 

nuclear weapon era.  You can also reflect what you and your fellow delegates can accomplish in 

the next two weeks.  You can re-dedicate yourself to working courageously and with imagination 

to find ways to end the nuclear arms race and rid Earth of this horrible plague on human 

existence.   
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 May we pause now in silence. 

 [After one minute.] 

 In the spirit of renewal and re-dedication, the NGO community would now like to offer 

you a series of ideas on steps that can be undertaken to achieve the abolition of nuclear weapons. 
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 Draft PrepCom Presentation 
 
 Mr. Chairman and delegates to the 1998 session of the NPT Preparatory Committee, I 
greatly appreciate the opportunity to appear before you and to present some ideas developed by 
the Religious Working Group for Nuclear Abolition. 
 
 You meet at a propitious time. With a new millenium rapidly approaching, the people of 
this planet would like to enter the new century free from the threat of nuclear holocaust.  In the 
next two weeks you delegates here assembled have a great opportunity to take decisive action to 
set the course for the abolition of all nuclear weapons on Earth. 
 
 The moral grounds for nuclear abolition was expressed in a statement by Cardinal 
Danneels and Rev. Dr. Konrad Raiser, which you have received.  Their words reflect a broad 
consensus with the world's religious community.  They stated: 
 

Nuclear weapons, whether used or threatened, are grossly evil and morally wrong.  As an 
instrument of mass destruction, nuclear weapons slaughter the innocent and ravage the 
environment. ...As an instrument of deterrence, nuclear weapons hold innocent people 
hostage for political and military purposes.  Therefore, the doctrine of nuclear deterrence 
is morally corrupt. 

 
I believe that most of you in your heart of hearts, in the deep recesses of your mind, agree with 
this conclusion.  The challenge to you is to let your moral judgment guide your actions. 
 
 The religious viewpoint is elaborated in a statement developed by the Christian Peace 
Conference in the Czech Republic.   In advocating the total rejection of nuclear weapons, the 
statement stresses two fundamental points: the threat to Creation and the contribution to moral 
degradation.  Please listen carefully to the words. 
 

Nuclear weapons fundamentally differ from all other weapons because of their potential 
to destroy all life on this planet.  They are terminal in relation to Nature.  They can 
destroy the divine Creation.  In religious and theological understanding, they take from 
God the sole power to end the created order, and thus usurp the divine prerogative.  They 
put Man on an equal with God.  Nuclear weapons can destroy what God has created and 
is creating; they have the potential to frustrate the divine purpose in Creation on our 
world.  Nuclear weapons stand condemned because they can destroy "the sacred gift of 
life" and are thus innately demonic and blasphemous. 
 
The terrible suffering caused by nuclear weapons, their potential for total destruction, and 
their perversion of the fundamental nature of matter have contributed immeasurably to 
the moral degradation of humanity in our time.  The latter has escalated terribly: from the 
mass slaughter of World War I, the mass bombing of cities in World War II, and the Nazi 
concentration camps to the development of nuclear weapons and their use on Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki in the 1945.   The appalling moral decline is readily evident.  The East-
West nuclear confrontation with the readiness of states to commit global genocide further 
hugely contributed to the moral de-sensitization of our age, now so evident in many 
aspects of contemporary life. 
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The continuing readiness of nuclear weapon states to inflict huge suffering and awesome 
destruction, inherent in nuclear deterrence policy, indicates a "genocidal mentality" 
wholly incompatible both with the moral tenets of Christianity and other world religions 
and with building a moral human community and peaceful global community. 

 
We thank our Czech brothers and sisters for these eloquent words.  Not only does possession of 
nuclear weapons represent genocidal mentality, it also contains a self-destructive tendency, 
hidden by a false sense of security. 
 
 Thus, while the nuclear weapon states believe that their arsenal provides them with 
security, but it is their own people who are at greatest risk due to their doctrine of mutually 
assured destruction.  Although the residents of Washington, London, Paris, Moscow, and Beijing 
don't think much about it, they live at ground zero of where nuclear-armed missiles could strike.  
Likewise citizens of the allies of nuclear weapon states are vulnerable to nuclear attack because 
of the established doctrines of the nuclear powers.  Any other nation gaining nuclear weapons 
would join the ranks of the insecure.  
 
  As Psalm Two in the Hebrew scripture indicates,  
 
  Why do the nations conspire, and the peoples plot in vain? 
  He who sits in the heavens laugh, the Lord has them in derision. 
 
Yet God must also ache for the people of the nuclear weapon states because of their addiction to 
nuclear weapons, a self-imposed and self-destructive addiction.   
 
 Like many other addictions cure can come in two ways. 
 
 First, the addicted can exercise self-will, can renounce the additive substance or 
orientation, and can through great determination and inner strength free itself from the addiction 
that is sapping its vitality.  In this case, the nuclear weapon states can say individually or join 
together in a covenant that says, "We renounce the use of nuclear weapons for war-fighting 
purposes.  We renounce nuclear deterrence as an instrument of foreign and military policy."  
Renunciation would remove the fundamental blockage to carrying out a series of actions that 
lead to nuclear abolition.  Other speakers on this program will describe the steps that can be 
taken. 
 
 Second, friends of the addicted can apply "tough love".  They can talk firmly and insist 
that the addicted take the necessary steps leading out of addiction.   In the matter at hand, you 
delegates from non-nuclear weapon states can exercise tough love by insisting that the nuclear 
weapon states embark upon a course of action that moves toward nuclear abolition.  You can 
even develop a plan in the form of a nuclear weapons convention to outlaw and abolish nuclear 
weapons.  Even if you are part of a political bloc with one or more nuclear weapon states, true 
friendship may require you to apply tough love by acting independently and supporting measures 
leading to nuclear abolition.   Beyond that you have a higher loyalty to all humankind, to the 
well-being of all peoples on Earth. 
 
 In a few moments we want to offer you a short period of reflection on how you can 
exercise your responsibility at this session of the NPT Preparatory Committee.  But before doing 
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so, we want you to hear how the development of the nuclear arsenal has adversely affected real 
people in real situations.   For that purpose, I present....[name of speaker from South Pacific] 
 
  [After that speaker] 
 
 We are greatly indebted to you, [name], for that moving story on how nuclear testing has 
affected the people of [place].  A similar story could be told of the affects of nuclear testing on 
indigenous people and other inhabitants living in the vicinity of test sites in the Western United 
States, Kazakhstan, Siberia, (test site in China), Algeria, and Australia, as well as the South 
Pacific.  But not they alone have suffered.  In the days of atmospheric testing radioactive 
material drifted over most of the United States and many other regions of the world.  Others have 
been harmed by the side effects of mining operations and weapon production facilities.  And 
more than 50 years ago the people of Hiroshima and Nagasaki were victims of the first, and so 
far only, use of nuclear weapons in war. 
 
 In the memory of all these affected people, we ask you to observe one minute of silence.  
You can use this time in shared contrition for the harm on the human race perpetrated in the 
nuclear weapon era.  You can also reflect what you and your fellow delegates can accomplish in 
the next two weeks.  You can re-dedicate yourself to working courageously and with imagination 
to find ways to end the nuclear arms race and rid Earth of this horrible plague on human 
existence.   
 
 May we pause now in silence. 
 
 [After one minute.] 
 
 In the spirit of renewal and re-dedication, the NGO community would now like to offer 
you a series of ideas on steps that can be undertaken to achieve the abolition of nuclear weapons. 
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 A Spiritual, Ethical, and Humanitarian Perspective on Nuclear Weapons 
 A Presentation to the NPT Preparatory Committee 
 
 Mr. Chairman and delegates to the 1998 session of the NPT Preparatory Committee, I 

greatly appreciate the opportunity to appear before you and to present some ideas developed by 

the Religious Working Group for Nuclear Abolition. 

 You meet at a propitious time. With a new millenium rapidly approaching, the people of 

this planet would like to enter the new century free from the threat of nuclear holocaust.  In the 

next two weeks you delegates here assembled have a great opportunity to take decisive action to 

set the course for the abolition of all nuclear weapons on Earth. 

 The moral grounds for nuclear abolition are expressed in a statement by Godfried 

Cardinal Danneels and Rev. Dr. Konrad Raiser, which you have received.  Their words reflect a 

broad consensus within the world's religious community.  They state: 

Nuclear weapons, whether used or threatened, are grossly evil and morally wrong.  As an 

instrument of mass destruction, nuclear weapons slaughter the innocent and ravage the 

environment. ...As an instrument of deterrence, nuclear weapons hold innocent people 

hostage for political and military purposes.  Therefore, the doctrine of nuclear deterrence 

is morally corrupt. 

I believe that most of you in your heart of hearts, in the deep recesses of your mind, agree with 

this conclusion.  The challenge to you is to let your moral judgment guide your actions. 

 A statement developed by the Christian Peace Conference in the Czech Republic for this 

conference offers a pair of reasons for the total rejection of nuclear weapons: first, the threat to 

Creation and, second, the contribution to moral degradation.   

 "Nuclear weapons," say the Czechs,  "fundamentally differ from all other weapons 

because of their potential to destroy all life on this planet.  They are terminal in relation to 

Nature.  They can destroy the divine Creation....They take from God the sole power to end the 
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created order, and thus usurp the divine prerogative....Nuclear weapons stand condemned 

because they can destroy 'the sacred gift of life' and are thus innately demonic and blasphemous." 

 Secondly, the Czech statement notes,  "The terrible suffering caused by nuclear weapons, 

their potential for total destruction, and their perversion of the fundamental nature of matter have 

contributed immeasurably to the moral degradation of humanity in our time."  This moral decline 

has escalated from the mass slaughter of World War I to the Nazi concentration camps to the 

mass bombing of cities in World War II to the development of nuclear weapons and their use on 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki in the 1945.  "The East-West nuclear confrontation," the Czechs 

conclude, "with the readiness of states to commit global genocide further hugely contributed to 

the moral de-sensitization of our age, now so evident in many aspects of contemporary life."  

 From an ethical perspective, Judge Mohammed Bedjaoui, when he was president of the 

International Court of Justice, indicated: "The nuclear weapon, the ultimate evil, destabilizes 

humanitarian law which is the law of lesser evil.  The existence of nuclear weapons is therefore a 

challenge to the very existence of humanitarian law, not to mention their long-term effects of 

damage to the human environment, in respect to which the right to life must be exercised." 

 Judge Bedjaoui spoke in connection with an unanimous ruling by the International Court 

of Justice that under Article VI of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, "There exists an 

obligation to pursue in good faith and bring to conclusion negotiations leading to nuclear 

disarmament in all aspects under strict and effective international control." 

 Even if no other nuclear bomb is exploded, the Earth will remain scarred by the nuclear 

weapons era.   Earth and its people have suffered grave harm in the mining of fissionable 

material, in production of nuclear warheads with the byproduct of radioactive waste,  and 

through nuclear testing in the atmosphere and below the ground. 
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 Beyond harm to people and environmental damage, nuclear weapons have taken an 

enormous economic toll.  Since the 1940s the nuclear weapon states have spent more than $8 

trillion to develop, test, produce, transport, deploy, and safeguard their nuclear arsenal.  This vast 

waste of resources brings to mind the words of U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower, himself a 

former general, words deemed so important that they are engraved beside his tomb in Abilene, 

Kansas.  " Every gun made, every warship launched, every rocket fired signifies, in the final 

sense, a theft from those who hunger and are not fed, those who are cold and are not 

clothed....This is not a way of life at all....Under the cloud of threatening war, it is humanity 

hanging from a cross of iron." 

 The great irony is that the nuclear weapon states through these vast expenditures have 

failed to produce the security they seek.  Indeed, it is their own people who are at greatest risk 

due to their doctrine of mutually assured destruction.  Citizens of the allies of nuclear weapon 

states are themselves vulnerable to nuclear attack because of the military doctrine of the nuclear 

powers.  Any other nation gaining nuclear weapons would join the ranks of the insecure.  

 Tragically the nuclear weapon states and their allies are victims of a self-imposed and 

self-destructive addiction to nuclear weapons.  Yes, an addiction.   Like many other addictions 

cure can come in two ways. 

 First, the addicted can exercise self-will, can renounce the addictive substance or 

orientation, and can through great determination and inner strength free itself from the addiction 

that is sapping its vitality.  In this case, the nuclear weapon states can say individually or join 

together in a covenant that says, "We renounce the use of nuclear weapons for war-fighting 

purposes.  We renounce nuclear deterrence as an instrument of foreign and military policy."  

Renunciation would remove the fundamental blockage to carrying out a series of actions that 
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lead to nuclear abolition.  Other speakers on this program will describe the steps that can be 

taken along this road. 

 Second, friends of the addicted can apply "tough love".  They can talk firmly and insist 

that the addicted take the necessary steps leading out of addiction.   In the matter at hand, you 

delegates from non-nuclear weapon states can exercise tough love by insisting that the nuclear 

powers embark upon a course of action that moves toward nuclear abolition.  You can even 

develop a plan in the form of a nuclear weapons convention to outlaw and abolish nuclear 

weapons.  Even if you are part of a political bloc with one or more nuclear weapon states, true 

friendship requires you to apply tough love by acting independently and supporting measures 

leading to nuclear abolition.   Beyond that, each and every one of you has a higher loyalty to all 

of humankind, to the well-being of all peoples on Earth. 

 As you prepare to meet the challenges before you during this session of the NPT 

Preparatory Committee, I invite you to pause and observe one minute of silence.  Use this minute 

to reflect upon the human suffering caused by nuclear weapons in their more than fifty years of 

existence: the victims at Hiroshima and Nagasaki; the indigenous people and other inhabitants 

living in the vicinity of test sites in the western United States, Algeria, Russia, Kazakhstan, 

China, the South Pacific, and Australia; persons far away from test sites but harmed by drifting 

radioactive fallout; the people who have suffered by the side effects of mining operations and 

weapon production facilities. 

 In silence we can remember all who have suffer.  We can share together feelings of regret 

and contrition.  You who are delegates can also use this moment to reflect on what you can 

accomplish in the next two weeks.  You can re-dedicate yourself to working courageously and 

with imagination to find ways to end the nuclear arms race and rid Earth of this horrible plague 

on human existence.   
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 May we pause now in silence. 

 [After one minute.] 

 In the spirit of renewal and re-dedication, the NGO community this afternoon would like 

to offer you ideas on steps that can be undertaken to achieve the abolition of nuclear weapons, an 

achievable goal that humankind longs to accomplish. 

 ###
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 Alternative Ending 

On page 4 after paragraph ending "to the well-being of all peoples on Earth", substitute the 
following: 
 
 In a few moments we want to offer you a short period of reflection on how you can 

effectively meet the challenge before you at this session of the NPT Preparatory Committee.  But 

before doing so, we want you to hear how the development of the nuclear arsenal has adversely 

affected real people in real situations.   For that purpose, I present....[name of speaker from South 

Pacific] 

  [After that speaker] 

 We are greatly indebted to you, [name], for that moving story on how nuclear testing has 

affected the people of [place].  A similar story could be told of the affects of nuclear testing on 

indigenous people and other inhabitants living in the vicinity of test sites in the western United 

States, Algeria, Russia, Kazakhstan, China, and Australia, as well as the South Pacific. Many of 

others have also suffered from the production, testing, and use of nuclear weapons.  First and 

foremost are the victims of the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  Persons far away from test 

sites have been harmed by radioactive fallout.  Others have been harmed by the side effects of 

mining operations and weapon production facilities. 

 Let us now pause for one minute to remember all those who have suffered.  We can share 

together feelings of regret and contrition.  You who are delegates can also use this moment to 

reflect on what you can accomplish in the next two weeks.  You can re-dedicate yourself to 

working courageously and with imagination to find ways to end the nuclear arms race and rid 

Earth of this horrible plague on human existence.   

 May we pause now in silence. 

 [After one minute.] 
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 In the spirit of renewal and re-dedication, the NGO community would now like to offer 

you ideas on steps that can be undertaken to achieve the abolition of nuclear weapons, an 

achievable goal that humankind longs to accomplish. 

 ### 

  



 1 

 A Spiritual, Ethical, and Humanitarian Perspective on Nuclear Weapons 
 A Presentation to the NPT Preparatory Committee 
   
 Mr. Chairman and delegates to the 1998 session of the NPT Preparatory Committee, I 
greatly appreciate the opportunity to appear before you and to present some ideas developed by 
the Religious Working Group for Nuclear Abolition. 
 
 You meet at a propitious time. With a new millenium rapidly approaching, the people of 
this planet would like to enter the new century free from the threat of nuclear holocaust.  In the 
next two weeks you delegates here assembled have a great opportunity to take decisive action to 
set the course for the abolition of all nuclear weapons on Earth. 
 
 The moral grounds for nuclear abolition are expressed in a statement by Godfried 
Cardinal Danneels and Rev. Dr. Konrad Raiser, which you have received.  Their words reflect a 
broad consensus within the world's religious community.  They state: 

Nuclear weapons, whether used or threatened, are grossly evil and morally wrong.  As an 
instrument of mass destruction, nuclear weapons slaughter the innocent and ravage the 
environment. ...As an instrument of deterrence, nuclear weapons hold innocent people 
hostage for political and military purposes.  Therefore, the doctrine of nuclear deterrence 
is morally corrupt. 

I believe that most of you in your heart of hearts, in the deep recesses of your mind, agree with 
this conclusion.  The challenge to you is to let your moral judgment guide your actions. 
 
 A statement developed by the Christian Peace Conference in the Czech Republic for this 
conference offers a pair of reasons for the total rejection of nuclear weapons: first, the threat to 
Creation and, second, the contribution to moral degradation.   
 
 "Nuclear weapons," say the Czechs,  "fundamentally differ from all other weapons 
because of their potential to destroy all life on this planet.  They are terminal in relation to 
Nature.  They can destroy the divine Creation....They take from God the sole power to end the 
created order, and thus usurp the divine prerogative....Nuclear weapons stand condemned 
because they can destroy 'the sacred gift of life' and are thus innately demonic and blasphemous." 
 
 Secondly, the Czech statement notes,  "The terrible suffering caused by nuclear weapons, 
their potential for total destruction, and their perversion of the fundamental nature of matter have 
contributed immeasurably to the moral degradation of humanity in our time."  This moral decline 
has escalated from the mass slaughter of World War I to the Nazi concentration camps to the 
mass bombing of cities in World War II to the development of nuclear weapons and their use on 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki in the 1945.  "The East-West nuclear confrontation," the Czechs 
conclude, "with the readiness of states to commit global genocide further hugely contributed to 
the moral de-sensitization of our age, now so evident in many aspects of contemporary life."  
 
 From an ethical perspective, Judge Mohammed Bedjaoui, when he was president of the 
International Court of Justice, indicated: "The nuclear weapon, the ultimate evil, destabilizes 
humanitarian law which is the law of lesser evil.  The existence of nuclear weapons is therefore a 
challenge to the very existence of humanitarian law, not to mention their long-term effects of 
damage to the human environment, in respect to which the right to life must be exercised." 
 



 2 

 Judge Bedjaoui spoke in connection with an unanimous ruling of the International Court 
of Justice that under Article VI of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, "There exists an 
obligation to pursue in good faith and bring to conclusion negotiations leading to nuclear 
disarmament in all aspects under strict and effective international control." 
 
 Even if no other nuclear bomb is exploded, the Earth will remain scarred by the nuclear 
weapons era.   Earth and its people have suffered grave harm in the mining of fissionable 
material, in production of nuclear warheads with the byproduct of radioactive waste,  and 
through nuclear testing in the atmosphere and below the ground. 
 
 Beyond harm to people and environmental damage, nuclear weapons have taken an 
enormous economic toll.  Since the 1940s the nuclear weapon states have spent more than $8 
trillion to develop, test, produce, transport, deploy, and safeguard their nuclear arsenal.  This vast 
waste of resources brings to mind the words of U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower, himself a 
former general, words deemed so important that they are engraved beside his tomb in Abilene, 
Kansas.  " Every gun made, every warship launched, every rocket fired signifies, in the final 
sense, a theft from those who hunger and are not fed, those who are cold and are not 
clothed....This is not a way of life at all....Under the cloud of threatening war, it is humanity 
hanging from a cross of iron." 
 
 The great irony is that the nuclear weapon states through these vast expenditures have 
failed to produce the security they seek.  Indeed, it is their own people who are at greatest risk 
due to their doctrine of mutually assured destruction.  Citizens of the allies of nuclear weapon 
states are themselves vulnerable to nuclear attack because of the military doctrine of the nuclear 
powers.  Any other nation gaining nuclear weapons would join the ranks of the insecure.  
 
 Tragically the nuclear weapon states and their allies are victims of a self-imposed and 
self-destructive addiction to nuclear weapons.  Yes, an addiction.   Like many other addictions 
cure can come in two ways. 
 
 First, the addicted can exercise self-will, can renounce the addictive substance or 
orientation, and can through great determination and inner strength free itself from the addiction 
that is sapping its vitality.  In this case, the nuclear weapon states can say individually or join 
together in a covenant that says, "We renounce the use of nuclear weapons for war-fighting 
purposes.  We renounce nuclear deterrence as an instrument of foreign and military policy."  
Renunciation would remove the fundamental blockage to carrying out a series of actions that 
lead to nuclear abolition.  Other speakers on this program will describe the steps that can be 
taken along this road. 
 
 Second, friends of the addicted can apply "tough love".  They can talk firmly and insist 
that the addicted take the necessary steps leading out of addiction.   In the matter at hand, you 
delegates from non-nuclear weapon states can exercise tough love by insisting that the nuclear 
powers embark upon a course of action that moves toward nuclear abolition.  You can even 
develop a plan in the form of a nuclear weapons convention to outlaw and abolish nuclear 
weapons.  Even if you are part of a political bloc with one or more nuclear weapon states, true 
friendship requires you to apply tough love by acting independently and supporting measures 
leading to nuclear abolition.   Beyond that, each and every one of you has a higher loyalty to all 
of humankind, to the well-being of all peoples on Earth. 
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 As you prepare to meet the challenges before you during this session of the NPT 
Preparatory Committee, I invite you to pause and observe one minute of silence.  Use this minute 
to reflect upon the human suffering caused by nuclear weapons in their more than fifty years of 
existence: the victims at Hiroshima and Nagasaki; the indigenous people and other inhabitants 
living in the vicinity of test sites in the western United States, Algeria, Russia, Kazakhstan, 
China, the South Pacific, and Australia; persons far away from test sites but harmed by drifting 
radioactive fallout; the people who have suffered by the side effects of mining operations and 
weapon production facilities. 
 
 In silence we can remember all who have suffer.  We can share together feelings of regret 
and contrition.  You who are delegates can also use this moment to reflect on what you can 
accomplish in the next two weeks.  You can re-dedicate yourself to working courageously and 
with imagination to find ways to end the nuclear arms race and rid Earth of this horrible plague 
on human existence.   
 
 May we pause now in silence. 
 
 [After one minute.] 
 
 In the spirit of renewal and re-dedication, the NGO community this afternoon would like 
to offer you ideas on steps that can be undertaken to achieve the abolition of nuclear weapons, an 
achievable goal that humankind longs to accomplish. 
 
 ### 
 
 
 Alternative Ending 

On page 2 after paragraph ending "to the well-being of all peoples on Earth", substitute the 
following: 
 
 In a few moments we want to offer you a short period of reflection on how you can 
effectively meet the challenge before you at this session of the NPT Preparatory Committee.  But 
before doing so, we want you to hear how the development of the nuclear arsenal has adversely 
affected real people in real situations.   For that purpose, I present....[name of speaker from South 
Pacific] 
 
  [After that speaker] 
 
 We are greatly indebted to you, [name], for that moving story on how nuclear testing has 
affected the people of [place].  A similar story could be told of the affects of nuclear testing on 
indigenous people and other inhabitants living in the vicinity of test sites in the western United 
States, Algeria, Russia, Kazakhstan, China, and Australia, as well as the South Pacific. Many of 
others have also suffered from the production, testing, and use of nuclear weapons.  First and 
foremost are the victims of the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  Persons far away from test 
sites have been harmed by radioactive fallout.  Others have been harmed by the side effects of 
mining operations and weapon production facilities. 
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 Let us now pause for one minute to remember all those who have suffered.  We can share 
together feelings of regret and contrition.  You who are delegates can also use this moment to 
reflect on what you can accomplish in the next two weeks.  You can re-dedicate yourself to 
working courageously and with imagination to find ways to end the nuclear arms race and rid 
Earth of this horrible plague on human existence.   
 
 May we pause now in silence. 
 
 [After one minute.] 
 
 In the spirit of renewal and re-dedication, the NGO community would now like to offer 
you ideas on steps that can be undertaken to achieve the abolition of nuclear weapons, an 
achievable goal that humankind longs to accomplish. 
 
 ### 
 



 Additional Signers of  "ACT NOW FOR NUCLEAR ABOLITION" 
 
Archbishop Michael 
Metropolitan Bishop 
Greek Orthodox Church in Austria 
President, Ecumenical Council of  
Churches in Austria 
 
Superintendent Helmut Nausner 
United Methodist Church in Austria 
Secretary, Ecumenical Council of Churches  
 
Christine Gleixner 
Mother Superior of the Order, Sisters of 
Bethany, and Vice Chair, Ecumenical 
Council of Churches in Austria 
 
Rev. Ivan Petkin 
Bulgarian Orthodox Church in Austria 
 
Rev. Johannes El Baramousy 
Koptic Orthodox Church in Austria 
 
Bishop Mag. Herwig Stern 
Lutheran Church in Austria 
 
Bishop Bernhard Heitz 
Old Catholic Church, Austria 
 
Bishop Dr. Heinrich Fasching 
Roman Catholic Church 
President, "Justitia et Pax" in Austria 
 
Metropolit Archbishop Ireneji 
Russian Orthodox Church in Austria 
 
The Most Rev. J. Barry Curtis 
President, Canadian Council of Churches 
 
Archbishop Michael G. Peers 
Primate of the Anglican Church of Canada 
 
The Rev. Arie G. Van Eek 
Council of Christian Reformed Churches 
in Canada 
 
The Rev. Telmor Sartison, Bishop 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 

Marvin Frey 
Executive Director 
Mennonite Central Committee Canada 
 
The Rev. John D. Congram 
Moderator 
The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
 
Gale Wills 
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) 
in Canada 
Commissioner Donald V. Kerr 
Territorial Commander 
The Salvation Army, Canada 
 
The Very Rev. Bill Phipps 
Moderator 
United Church of Canada 
 
Rev. Dr. Lothar Engel 
Deputy General, Association of Protestant 
Churches and Missions in Germany 
 
Bishop Dr. Walter F. Klaiber 
United Methodist Church in Germany 
 
Rev. John Reardon 
General Secretary 
Council of Churches for Britain and Ireland 
 
D. Dr. Béla Harmati 
Bishop of the Lutheran Church 
President, Ecumenical Council 
of Churches in Hungary 
 
Dr. Zoltán Hóna 
General Secretary, Ecumenical Council 
of Churches in Hungary 
 
Rev. Domenico Tomasetto 
President, Federation of Protestant 
Churches in Italy 
 
Rev. Kenichi Otsu 
General Secretary, 
National Christian Council in Japan 



Rev. Samuel I. Koshiishi 
Acting General Secretary 
Nippon Sei Ko Kai 
(Anglican/ Episcopal Church)  
 
Rev. Junichiro Naito 
Executive Secretary 
Japan Baptist Convention 
 
Rev. Masakazu Asami 
President 
Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 
Rev. Satoru Gohada 
President 
Japan Free Methodist Church 
 
Rev. Sadao Ozawa 
General Secretary 
United Church of Christ in Japan 
 
William V. Robinson 
President, CCANZ (Conference of Churches 
in Aotearoa New Zealand) 
 
Rev. Jennifer Dawson 
President, CCANZ 
 
Rev. Max Reid 
President, CCANZ 
 
Mrs. Jan Cornack 
General Secretary, CCANZ 
 
Rev. Billy Taranger 
President, Christian Council of Norway 
 
Rev. Ingrid Vad Nilsen 
General Secretary 
Christian Council of Norway 
 
Bishop Nifon of Slobozia and Calarasi 
President, Ecumenical Association  
of Churches in Romania 
 
 
 
 

Bishop Christoph Klein 
Evangelical AC Church in Romania 
Vice President, Ecumenical Association 
of Churches in Romania 
 
Bishop Kalman Csiha 
Reformed Church of Transsylvania 
Member, Administrative Council 
Ecumenical Association of Churches 
in Romania 
 
Christian Teodoresu 
General Secretary, Ecumenical Association 
of Churches in Romania 
 
Rev. Thord-OveThordson 
General Secretary 
Christian Council of Sweden 
 
Rev. Tord Ström 
General Secretary 
Free Church of Sweden 
 
Rev. Krister Andersson 
President and General Secretary 
Mission Covenant Church of Sweden 
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For further information, contact: 
Howard W. Hallman, Co-Convener 
Religious Working Group for 
     Nuclear Abolition 
1500 16th Street, NW. 
Washington, DC 20036, USA 
Phone/fax: 301 896-0013 
E-mail: mupj@igc.org 
 



 Meeting of Religious Organizations Working for CTBT Ratification 
 1:00 to 3:30 p.m., Wednesday, May 13, 1998 
 Conference Room, Friends Committee on National Legislation 
 245 Second Street, NE, Washington, DC 
 
 
Proposed Agenda 
 
1. Introductions 
 
2. Status of CTBT 
 Senate 
 Administration 
 Effect of Indian nuclear testing 
 
3. Religious Leader's Statement 
 Release 
 Use of 
 
4. Grassroots Activities 
 States with Foreign Relations Committee members 
 Other swing states 
 
5. Other matters 
 
 
Next meeting: Wednesday, June10, 1:00 to 2:30 p.m. 



Joe Volk 
Executive Secretary 
Friends Committee on National Legislation 
********* 
The strongest possible rebuttal of India's violation of the international 
moratorium on nuclear weapons test explosions will be the immediate Senate 
ratification of the CTBT.  Frightened by India's mistake and speaking with 
bravado, Majority Leader Trent Lott and Chairman of the Foreign Relations 
Committee Helms have retreated backward into the 20th century's nuclear 
nightmare.  They are toe-ing up at the old starting line to restart the 
nuclear weapons race.  If that race is run again, we risk crossing the 
finish line -- this time into thousands of Hiroshimas and Nagasakis here and 
abroad.  Let us hope that the wisdom of the U.S. public will prevail and 
awaken our Senators to the moral imperative that history must move forward 
into a 21st century free of the threat of nuclear war.  We call on all 
senators -- Republican and Democrats -- to bring Senators Lott and Helms to 
their senses.  Therefore, U.S. religious leaders across our land join 
together in an appeal to the Senate to ratify the Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty now. 
 
********** 
U.S. religious leaders call on the U.S. Senate to send the strongest 
possible signal to India and the rest of the world by immediately ratifying 
the CTBT.  Let the United States be the nation to lead the world, not 
backwards to the destruction of the nuclear arms race, but forward, to a new 
century free of the threat of nuclear war. 
********** 
___________________________ 
  
The Rev. _______, Bishop (name to be added) 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 
The United States should press India to cease further nuclear weapons testing and sign the 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty.  For the U.S. to play this leadership role, it is essential that the 
U.S. Senate ratify the treaty as a next step in reducing the threat of nuclear war. 
 
_______________________ 
 
The Rt. Rev. Edmond L. Browning 
Retired President Bishop of the Episcopal Church 
 
I believe the production, testing, and deployment of nuclear, chemical and biological weapons to 
be incompatible with the Gospel of Jesus Christ....Just maybe part of our role in making 
uncomfortable those whose answer we hear being given in the name of security, by bringing a 
different kind of hope that will lift 'the mushroom cloud' from God's creation. 



From Episcopal Peace Fellowship: 
  
India's tragic nuclear testing reminds us forcefully of the inadequacy of our own current system 
of nuclear containment and the urgency of the United States assuming leadership in the abolition 
of nuclear weapons worldwide.  The Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty is needed to prevent the 
continued proliferation of this demonic weapon. 
 
______________ 
 
 
Note: On NPR Senator Lott said that Indian testing meant that the CTBT should be "put on the 
shelf".  
 
Response (name to be added): 
 
In light of the Indian nuclear weapons testing, the U.S. Senate [or Senator Trent Lott] should 
bring the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty to the floor for a vote rather than putting it on the shelf 
to gather dust. 
 
Or: 
 
In light of the Indian nuclear weapons testing, we call upon Senator Trent Lott to bring the 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty to the floor of the Senate for a vote rather than putting it on the 
shelf to gather dust. 
 



A STATMENT BY AMERICAN RELIGIOUS LEADERS: RATIFY THE CTBT 
 
Signers from State Religious Bodies 
 
Rev. Richard A. Heacock, Jr., President 
Alaska Christian Conference 
 
Rev. Joe M. Hendrixson, Executive Director 
Kansas Ecumenical Ministries 
 
Don Fortenberry, Executive Director 
Bishop A. C. Marple, President, Board of Directors 
Mississippi Religious Leaders Conference 
 
Rev. Christy Dowdy, Chairperson 
Peace & Justice JSAT 
Interchurch Ministries of Nebraska 
 
Collins Kilburn, Executive Director 
North Carolina Council of Churches 
 
Rev. David A. Leslie, Executive Director 
Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon 
 
Rev. Jack Mraz, Ecumenical Administrator 
Tennessee Association of Churches 
 
Rev. Daniel E. Monson, Director 
Wyoming Church Coalition 
  
 
 
May 18, 1998 



For state news releases of religious leaders statement on CTBT 
 
Suggested to be added after first sentence of the release: 
 "An impressive coalition...immediately.  Signers from [name of state] include.... 
 
Indiana 
United Methodist Bishop Woodie L. White; Herman Kauffman, Northern Indiana district 
director, Church of the Brethren; Dr. Richard B. Gardner, academic dean, Bethany Theological 
Seminary in Richmond; and Carol Q. Cosby of the Christin Church (Disciples of Christ). 
 
Kansas 
United Methodist Bishop Fritz Muttie; Dr. Joe M. Hendrixon, executive director, Kansas 
Ecumenical Ministries; Loring R. Henderson, clerk, Oread Friends Meeting (Quaker); Rev. 
Christopher Brundy, Plymonth United Church of Christ (Congregational) in Lawrence; and Rev. 
Gerald D. Buss, Sr., Evangelical Lutheran Church in American in Hiawatha. 
 
Mississippi 
Bishop A. C. Marble, president, and Don Fortenberry, executive director, Mississippi Religious 
Leadership Conference, and United Methodist Bishop M.L. Meadors, Jr. 
 
Nebraska 
Rev. Christy Dowdy, chairperson, Peace and Justice JSAT, Interchurch Ministries of Nebraska; 
Rev. Galen Wray, Centenary United Methodist Church in Beatrice; and twelve members of First 
Lutheran Church in Blair. 
 
North Carolina 
Collins Kilburn, executive director, North Carolina Council of Churches; Rev. Robert Murphy of 
Unitarian Universalists in East Carolina; Rev. Charles G. Kast, Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation in Chapel Hill; and Byrdie Palmore, Erdman B. Palmore, and Val Rosado of 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation in Hillsborough. 
 
Oregon 
Rev. David A. Leslie, executive director, Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon; United Methodist 
Bishop Edward Paup; Jay Menniman, clerk, Salem Friends Meeting; Rev. William L. Ripley, 
Jackson Lee United Methodist Church in Salem; Rev. Karen Slotta, Baker City United Methodist 
Church; and from the Oregon-Idaho United Methodist Conference Rev. David Weekley, chair of 
church and society, Kathy Campbell-Barton, peace with Justice Coordinator, and Rev. Steve 
Sprecher. 
 
Tennessee 
Rev. Jack Mraz, ecumenical administrataor, Tennessee Association of Churches; United 
Methodist Bishop Kenneth Carder; Marcus and Glenda Keyes, co-directors, Justice-Peace-
Integrity of Creation, Catholic Diocese of Knoxville; Tandy Schiffer, Oak Ridge Unitarian 
Univeralist Church; Donald P. Clark, United Church of Christ in Pleaseant Hill; Rev. Richard 
Lammers, Pleasant Hill Community Churc; and from the Tennessee Valley Unitarian 
Universalist Church Rev. Lynn Thomas Strauss, Sophronia Ward, Rev. Mary C. Nelson, Evely 
Carter, and William Dunler. 
 
Wyoming 
Rev. Daniel E. Monson, director, Wyoming Church Coalition. 



April 14, 1998 
 
Dr. Alan Geyer 
5014 Smallwood Drive 
Bethesda, MD 20816 
 
Dear Alan: 
 
I would like to share with you a statement on nuclear abolition issued by 
Godfried Cardinal Danneels and Rev. Dr. Konrad Raiser, directed to the NPT 
Preparatory Committee.  I have worked this out as a co-convener of the 
Religious Working Group for Nuclear Abolition.  We have sent it to the foreign 
ministries of the signatory states in advance of the upcoming meeting of the 
NPT Preparatory Committee.  We are in the process of getting additional signers 
from regional and national councils of churches, Catholic bishops from various 
continents, and to the extent we can in short time, from persons of other faiths.  
When the PrepCom gathers in Geneva, we will have a reception for delegates, 
hosted by Cardinal Danneels and Dr. Raiser. 
 
Related to this, I have heard that you are working with Robert McNamara on 
some kind of statement for religious leaders dealing with nuclear abolition.  I 
would be interested in learning more about your initiative. 
 
When Jonathan Schell's special edition of The Nation was released, I attended a 
forum at the AU Law School.  Among others, McNamara and Senator Cranston 
were on the panel.  From the floor I suggested that there ought to be an alliance 
of bishops and generals to work together on this matter.  Subsequently I 
corresponded with Cranston on this idea and had a telephone conversation with 
him about it.   I have been too busy working for CTBT ratification and the NPT 
PrepCom to follow up, but it sounds as if you are doing something along these 
lines.  Whatever is going on, I would like to be supportive. 
 
I'll give you a call. 
 
 Shalom, 
 
 
 
 Howard W. Hallman 



April 15, 1998 
 
Mr. Fred Montgomery 
National Association of Evangelicals 
1023 15th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
 
Dear Mr. Montgomery: 
 
Following up our telephone conversation, I am sending you information on the 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT), now pending before the Senate for 
ratification.  This information includes: 
 "For a Safer America: The Case for a Comprehensive Ban Treaty" 
 " A Statement by American Religious Leaders: Ratify the CTBT" 
  and list of signers to date 
 Sample postcard alert 
 List of signatories and ratifiers 
 
At the moment we are seeking more signers to the letter and invite an officer of 
the National Association of Evangelicals to sign.  Also, we would like to 
circulate the letter to persons associate with your organization around the 
country if that is feasible.  We intend to present the statement to Senate 
leadership soon after the Senate votes on NATO expansion and is ready to 
move on to other foreign policy issues. 
  
There is a CTBT working group within the religious community that meets the 
second Wednesday of each month from 1:00 to 2:30 p.m. at the Friends 
Committee on National Legislation, 245 Second Street, NE.  The next meeting 
is May 13. We would welcome your participation. 
 
We are now targeting our work on six states with "swing vote" members of the 
Foreign Relations Committee and another three states where we are seeking 
early endorsement by influential senators.  As the treaty moves toward floor 
action, we will be working in 24 to 28 states.  
 
If you need further information, please call me at 301 896-0013 
 
 With best regards, 
 
 
 Howard W. Hallman 



 Methodists United for Peace with Justice 
 1500 16th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 
 Phone/fax: 301 896-0013    E-mail: mupj@igc.apc.org 
 
April 16, 1998 
 
To: Adam Berry and Jo Tyler 
 
Fax: 011 41 22 738 94 19 No. of pages: 4 
 
From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 
 
Re: Reception 
 
 
Dear Adam and Jo: 
 
Several weeks ago you folks raised the question about the cost of the reception for NPT 
PrepCom delegates sponsored by the Religious Working Group.  I replied that I had worked it 
out with assistance from Edith Ballantyne but that I am open to suggestions for change of menu 
to reduce the cost.  I promised to send the menu.  I'm finally getting around to doing so. 
 
Please look it over.  If you want to talk with the restaurant manager about a cheaper alternative, 
feel free to do so.  But I want to make the final decision about whether to change it. 
 
We've raised $2,000 in the US so far, and I think we can raise the rest.  Therefore, I'm willing to 
accept the high cost for a really nice reception.  But of course I'm will to save money, too. 
 
Thanks for lining up the Swiss as a sponsor to save tax.  Every little saving helps. 
 
Shalom, 
 



 
 
 
 
April 16, 1998 
 
To: Anne Marie Rodrigue 
       Canadian Council of Churches 
 
Fax:  416 236 4532 No. of pages:  3 
 
From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 
 
Re:  Statement on Nuclear Abolition 
 
 
Dear Ms. Rodrigue: 
 
As you requested, I am sending a copy of the statement "Act Now for Nuclear Abolition". 
 
We are pleased that Archbishop Curtis has agreed to co-sign.  Would you please provide us 
information on his full name and title. 
 
Shalom, 



 Methodists United for Peace with Justice 
 1500 16th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 
 Phone/fax: 301 896-0013    E-mail: mupj@igc.apc.org 
 
April 17, 1998 
 
To: Gary Payton 
       Presbyterian Peacemaking Program 
 
Fax: 502 569-8115 No. of pages: 4 
 
From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 
 
Dear Mr. Payton: 
 
The Religious Working Group for Nuclear Abolition, which I serve as a co-convener, is focusing 
attention on the 1998 session of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) Preparatory 
Committee.  We believe that this body has a significant opportunity to make progress in the 
quest for the abolition of nuclear weapons.  Accordingly, we have initiated two activities related 
to this year's meeting, scheduled for April 27 to May 8 in Geneva. 
 
First, we have developed the attached statement, "Act Now for Nuclear Abolition", signed by 
Rev. Dr. Konrad Raiser, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, and Godfried 
Cardinal Danneels, president of Pax Christ International.  We have sent this statement to the 
foreign ministries of the 185 NPT signatory states, asking them to consider our ideas as they 
instruct their delegates for the NPT Preparatory Committee meeting.  We are in the process of 
soliciting additional signers for the statement from regional and national councils of churches, 
heads of communion, Catholic bishops from various continents, and leaders of other faiths. 
 
Second, we are arranging for a reception, to be hosted by Dr. Raiser and Cardinal Danneels, in 
honor of Polish Ambassador Eugeniusz Wyzner, chair of the NPT Preparatory Committee, the 
delegates, and representatives of non-governmental organizations (NGOs).  It will be held at the 
Palais des Nations in Geneva on Monday evening, April 27, the opening day of the NPT 
Preparatory Committee session.  Dr. Raiser and Cardinal Danneels will welcome the delegates 
and urge them to make the two-week session a landmark in the movement toward nuclear 
abolition.  Ambassador Wyzner will respond.  The two-hour reception will provide NGO 
representatives an opportunity to mingle with delegates and discuss with them matters on the 
agenda of the NPT Preparatory Committee. 
 
We are seeking financial support for the reception.  For 200 guests the reception will cost 
$3,600, a normal price for the UN restaurant at Palais des Nations.  Pax Christi is raising $1,000.  
The United Methodist General Board of Church and Society and the Episcopal Office of Peace 
and Justice have each given a grant of $500.  We request the Peacemaking Program of the 
Presbyterian Church U.S.A. to make a similar grant of $500 to help support this event.  



 Such a grant would be made to Methodists United Peace/Justice Education Fund, a 501(c)(3) 
entity, which is handling the financing of the reception.   We are making the same request to 
several other U.S. denominations and religious bodies in Europe. 
 
Through these two activities we are focusing the influence of world and national religious bodies 
on policy makers who are in a position to take important actions that will advance the cause of 
nuclear abolition, a goal that religious bodies and their leaders advocate.  We will greatly 
appreciate your support for this effort.  If you have any questions, please give me a call. 
 
 With best regards, 
 
 
 
 Howard W. Hallman, Chair 
 Methodists United for Peace with Justice 
 & Co-Convener, Religious Working  
 



 Methodists United for Peace with Justice 
 1500 16th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 
 Phone/fax: 301 896-0013    E-mail: mupj@igc.apc.or 
 
April 17, 1998 
 
To: The Rev. Brian J. Grieves 
 
Fax: 212 490-6684 No. of pages: 4 
 
From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 
 
 
 
Dear Brian: 
 
Thank you for the $500 contribution in support of the forthcoming reception, sponsored by 
religious leaders for delegates to the NPT Preparatory Committee in Geneva. 
 
On another matter, the Friends Committee on National Legislation has developed the attached 
"Statement by Religious Leaders: Ratify the CTBT".  They are seeking sign-ons from heads of 
communion and also regional, state, and local religious leaders.  Although many heads of 
communion have signed, they have not yet heard from Presiding Bishop Frank T. Griswold.  
Perhaps the letter was misdirected or mislaid.  Therefore, I am sending you a fresh copy of the 
statement, a list of initial signers, and a return form.  We hope that Bishop Griswold will sign. 
 
We intend to present the statement and list of signers to Senate leadership as soon as the Senate 
completes consideration of NATO expansion, which may occur by May 8.  Therefore, we want 
to have as many signers as possible by May 1. 
 
Thanks for your assistance. 
 
Shalom, 



 Methodists United for Peace with Justice 
 1500 16th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 
 Phone/fax: 301 896-0013    E-mail: mupj@igc.apc.org 
 
April 17, 1998 
 
To: Bishop Cecil Bishop 
      African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church 
 
Fax:  704 846-9371 No. of pages: 4 
 
From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 
 
 
Dear Bishop Bishop: 
 
A broad coalition of religious organizations are working together to obtain Senate ratification of 
the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty.  This is a measure which puts an end to testing of nuclear 
weapons around the world and therefore impedes the development of new nuclear weapons. 
 
As part of this campaign, the Friends Committee on National Legislation has developed the 
attached "Statement by American Religious Leaders: Ratify the CTBT".  They are seeking sign-
on by heads of communion and other religious leaders.  The attached list shows the initial 
response. 
 
The statement was sent to you, but it may have been misdirected or mislaid.  Therefore, I am 
sending you a fresh copy with the hope that you will sign it.  A return form is attached. 
 
If you have any questions, please call me at 301 896-0013. 
 
With best regards, 



 Methodists United for Peace with Justice 
 1500 16th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 
 Phone/fax: 301 896-0013    E-mail: mupj@igc.apc.org 
 
April 17, 1998 
 
To:  The Rev. Dr. E. Edward Jones 
        National Baptist Convention of America, Inc. 
 
Fax:  318 222-7512 No. of pages: 4 
 
From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 
 
 
Dear Dr. Jones: 
 
A broad coalition of religious organizations are working together to obtain Senate ratification of 
the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty.  This is a measure which puts an end to testing of nuclear 
weapons around the world and therefore impedes the development of new nuclear weapons. 
 
As part of this campaign, the Friends Committee on National Legislation has developed the 
attached "Statement by American Religious Leaders: Ratify the CTBT".  They are seeking sign-
on by heads of communion and other religious leaders.  The attached list shows the initial 
response. 
 
The statement was sent to you, but it may have been misdirected or mislaid.  Therefore, I am 
sending you a fresh copy with the hope that you will sign it.  A return form is attached. 
 
If you have any questions, please call me at 301 896-0013. 
 
With best regards, 



 Methodists United for Peace with Justice 
 1500 16th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 
 Phone/fax: 301 896-0013    E-mail: mupj@igc.apc.org 
 
April 17, 1998 
 
To: Bob Tiller 
 
Fax: 202 808-0172 No. of pages: 3 
 
From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 
 
 
 
 
Dear Bob: 
 
If you're writing up notes from yesterday's CTBT grassroots meeting like you did last time, 
would you be willing to share them with the religious organizations working for CTBT 
ratification?  If so, here is the mailing list. 
 
Shalom, 



Sample letter 
 
 
Dear Bishop ____________: 
 
One of the major foreign policy issues before the U.S. Congress this year is 
ratification of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT).  Long supported 
by the religious community here and abroad, the treaty ends all nuclear testing 
and greatly impedes the development of new nuclear weapons. 
 
President Clinton submitted the treaty to the Senate six months ago, but 
Senator Jesse Helms, chair of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, has 
refused to schedule hearings on the CTBT.  To overcome Senator Helms' 
opposition, a coalition of religious organizations is working to build support 
for Senate ratification and to press the Foreign Relations Committee to hold 
hearing and report the treaty to the Senate for a vote on ratification. 
 
As part of this effort, the Friends Committee on National Legislation has taken 
the lead in developing the enclosed "Statement by American Religious 
Leaders: Ratify the CTBT."  We invite you to join with other religious leaders 
in signing this statement.  
 
We are trying to obtain as many signatures as possible by May 1.   Then when 
the Senate finishes consideration of NATO expansion, expected to happen by 
May 8, an interfaith group of religious leaders will hold a news conference on 
Capitol Hill and present the statement and names of signers to Senator Helms, 
and also to Senator Joseph Biden, ranking minority member of the Foreign 
Relations.  We will also make it available to other senators. 
 
If you are willing to sign, would you please return the enclosed sign-on form to 
the Friends Committee on National Legislation by fax or regular mail, or your 
office can call in or send an e-mail message.  If you have any questions, please 
call me at 301 896-0013. 
 
 With best regards, 
 
 
 
 Howard W. Hallman, Chair 



 Methodists United for Peace with Justice 
 1500 16th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 
 Phone/fax: 301 896-0013    E-mail: mupj@igc.apc.org 
 
April 20, 1998 
 
To:  Hadass Tesher 
        Rabinowitz Communications 
 
Fax: 202 543-7567 No. of pages: 3 
 
From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 
 
 
 
 
Dear: Hadass: 
 
Here is the statement from religious leaders on the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty, which we 
want to release soon after the Senate finishes consideration of NATO Expansion, and a list of 
some initial signers. 
 
I hope we can have further discussion about our need for a consultant to help us arrange a news 
conference on Capitol Hill to release this statement. 
 
Shalom, 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
April 21, 1998 
 
To:  Superintendent Helmut Nausner 
        Secretary of the Ecumenical Council of Churches in Austria 
 
Fax: 011 43 1 606 6717 No. of pages: 1 
 
From: Howard W. Hallman, Co-Convener 
 
 
Dear Superintendent Nausner: 
 
Thank you for signing and getting others in Austria to sign the statement by Dr. Konrad Raiser 
and Cardinal Danneels, asking the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) Preparatory 
Committee to take decisive action in the quest for nuclear abolition. 
 
In addition to sending this statement to the NPT signatories and their delegates to the Preparatory 
Committee, we are sponsoring a reception in Geneva in honor of the delegates and their chair, 
Polish Ambassador Eugeniusz Wyzner.  It will be hosted by Dr. Raiser and Cardinal Danneels 
and will take place on Monday evening, April 27, the opening day of the Preparatory 
Committee's two-week session.  This will give us and representatives of other non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) an opportunity to meet the delegates informally and urge them to take 
significant action during their session. 
 
The reception will take place in the 8th Floor Restaurant at Palais des Nations.   The cost will 
total $3,500, fairly expensive as receptions go but the going price at the UN in Geneva.  So far 
we have raised $1,000 from Pax Christi USA, $500 from the United Methodist Church, and $500 
from the Episcopal Church in the United States.  We have a request for another $500 pending 
with the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.  We would also like to receive support from other churches 
and councils of churches.  Therefore, would the Ecumenical Council of Churches in Austria 
being willing to make a contribution in the $200 to $500 range? We would greatly appreciate 
your support. 
 
My organization is handling the finances for this event.  The payment would therefore go to 
"Methodists United for Peace with Justice".  Our mailing address is 1500 16th Street, NW, 
Washington, DC 20036, USA.  If you have any questions about this request, please get in touch 
with me. 
 
With best regards,  
 



 Methodists United for Peace with Justice 
 1500 16th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 
 Phone/fax: 301 896-0013    E-mail: mupj@igc.apc.org 
 
April 21, 1998 
 
To: Bishop McKinley Young 
       African Methodist Episcopal Church 
 
Fax:  404 522-6600 No. of pages: 5 
 
From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 
 
Re: Sign-on Statement on Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
 
 
Dear Bishop Young: 
 
We are working with a coalition of religious organizations seeking Senate ratification of the 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT).  We note that you are one of the signers of "A 
Statement of American Religious Leaders: Ratify the CTBT", which has been circulated by the 
Friends Committee on National Legislation. 
 
Plans are underway to present this statement to Senate leadership as soon as the Senate 
completes its consideration of NATO expansion, which may occur by May 8.  We would like to 
expand the number of signers to include other bishops of major denominations, in addition to the 
heads of communion and ecumenical officers who have already signed.  Therefore, we would 
like to invite all active bishops of the African Methodist Episcopal Church to sign. 
 
Would you being willing to circulate the statement to your fellow bishops?  If that is 
inconvenient, I would be willing to undertake this task.  To do so, I would like to obtain from 
you a listing of the bishops, their address, phone and fax numbers, and e-mail address.  Enclosed 
is a sample letter to bishops that I would use, along with material about the statement. 
 
Because of Senator Helm's opposition to the treaty and his control of the agenda of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, we need all the support we can get.  We will greatly appreciate 
your assistance. 
 
With best regards,  



 
 
 
 
April 21, 1998 
 
To:  Rev. Thord-Ove Thordson 
        General Secretary of the Christian Council of Sweden 
 
Fax: 011 46 8 453 68 29 No. of pages: 1 
 
From: Howard W. Hallman, Co-Convener 
 
 
Dear Rev. Thordson: 
 
Thank you for signing and circulating the statement by Dr. Konrad Raiser and Cardinal 
Danneels, asking the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) Preparatory Committee to take 
decisive action in the quest for nuclear abolition. 
 
In addition to sending this statement to the NPT signatories and their delegates to the Preparatory 
Committee, we are sponsoring a reception in Geneva in honor of the delegates and their chair, 
Polish Ambassador Eugeniusz Wyzner.  It will be hosted by Dr. Raiser and Cardinal Danneels 
and will take place on Monday evening, April 27, the opening day of the Preparatory 
Committee's two-week session.  This will give us and representatives of other non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) an opportunity to meet the delegates informally and urge them to take 
significant action during their session. 
 
The reception will take place in the 8th Floor Restaurant at Palais des Nations.   The cost will 
total $3,500, fairly expensive as receptions go but the going price at the UN in Geneva.  So far 
we have raised $1,000 from Pax Christi USA, $500 from the United Methodist Church, and $500 
from the Episcopal Church in the United States.  We have a request for another $500 pending 
with the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.  We would also like to receive support from other churches 
and councils of churches.  Therefore, would the Christian Council of Sweden being willing to 
make a contribution in the $200 to $500 range? We would greatly appreciate your support. 
 
My organization is handling the finances for this event.  The payment would therefore go to 
"Methodists United for Peace with Justice".  Our mailing address is 1500 16th Street, NW, 
Washington, DC 20036, USA.  If you have any questions about this request, please get in touch 
with me. 
 
With best regards,  
 



 
 
 
 
April 21, 1998 
 
To:  Rev. John Reardon, General Secretary 
        Council of Churches for Britain and Ireland 
 
Fax: 011 44 171 928 0010 No. of pages: 1 
 
From: Howard W. Hallman, Co-Convener 
 
 
Dear Rev. Reardon: 
 
Thank you for signing the statement by Dr. Konrad Raiser and Cardinal Danneels, asking the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) Preparatory Committee to take decisive action in the 
quest for nuclear abolition. 
 
In addition to sending this statement to the NPT signatories and their delegates to the Preparatory 
Committee, we are sponsoring a reception in Geneva in honor of the delegates and their chair, 
Polish Ambassador Eugeniusz Wyzner.  It will be hosted by Dr. Raiser and Cardinal Danneels 
and will take place on Monday evening, April 27, the opening day of the Preparatory 
Committee's two-week session.  This will give us and representatives of other non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) an opportunity to meet the delegates informally and urge them to take 
significant action during their session. 
 
The reception will take place in the 8th Floor Restaurant at Palais des Nations.   The cost will 
total $3,500, fairly expensive as receptions go but the going price at the UN in Geneva.  So far 
we have raised $1,000 from Pax Christi USA, $500 from the United Methodist Church, and $500 
from the Episcopal Church in the United States.  We have a request for another $500 pending 
with the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.  We would also like to receive support from other churches 
and councils of churches.  Therefore, would the Council of Churches for Britain and Ireland 
being willing to make a contribution in the $200 to $500 range? We would greatly appreciate 
your support. 
 
My organization is handling the finances for this event.  The payment would therefore go to 
"Methodists United for Peace with Justice".  Our mailing address is 1500 16th Street, NW, 
Washington, DC 20036, USA.  If you have any questions about this request, please get in touch 
with me. 
 
With best regards,  
 



 
 
 
 
April 21, 1998 
 
To:  Ms. Janet Somerville, General Secretary 
       Canadian Council of Churches 
 
Fax: 416 236 4532 No. of pages: 1 
 
From: Howard W. Hallman, Co-Convener 
 
 
Dear Ms. Somerville: 
 
Thank you for arranging for Archbishop Curtis to sign the statement by Dr. Konrad Raiser and 
Cardinal Danneels, asking the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) Preparatory Committee 
to take decisive action in the quest for nuclear abolition.  We look forward to receiving names of 
other signers from you. 
 
In addition to sending this statement to the NPT signatories and their delegates to the Preparatory 
Committee, we are sponsoring a reception in Geneva in honor of the delegates and their chair, 
Polish Ambassador Eugeniusz Wyzner.  It will be hosted by Dr. Raiser and Cardinal Danneels 
and will take place on Monday evening, April 27, the opening day of the Preparatory 
Committee's two-week session.  This will give us and representatives of other non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) an opportunity to meet the delegates informally and urge them to take 
significant action during their session. 
 
The reception will take place in the 8th Floor Restaurant at Palais des Nations.   The cost will 
total $3,500, fairly expensive as receptions go but the going price at the UN in Geneva.  So far 
we have raised $1,000 from Pax Christi USA, $500 from the United Methodist Church, and $500 
from the Episcopal Church in the United States.  We have a request for another $500 pending 
with the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.  We would also like to receive support from other churches 
and councils of churches.  Therefore, would the Canadian Council of Churches be willing to 
make a contribution in the $200 to $500 range? We would greatly appreciate your support. 
 
My organization is handling the finances for this event.  The payment would therefore go to 
"Methodists United for Peace with Justice".  Our mailing address is 1500 16th Street, NW, 
Washington, DC 20036, USA.  If you have any questions about this request, please get in touch 
with me. 
 
With best regards,  
 



 
 
 
 
April 21, 1998 
 
To:  Rev. Kenichi Otsu, General Secretary 
        National Christian Council in Japan 
 
Fax: 011 81 3 3204 9495 No. of pages: 1 
 
From: Howard W. Hallman, Co-Convener 
 
 
Dear Rev. Otsu: 
 
Thank you for signing and obtain other signatures for  the statement by Dr. Konrad Raiser and 
Cardinal Danneels, asking the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) Preparatory Committee 
to take decisive action in the quest for nuclear abolition. 
 
In addition to sending this statement to the NPT signatories and their delegates to the Preparatory 
Committee, we are sponsoring a reception in Geneva in honor of the delegates and their chair, 
Polish Ambassador Eugeniusz Wyzner.  It will be hosted by Dr. Raiser and Cardinal Danneels 
and will take place on Monday evening, April 27, the opening day of the Preparatory 
Committee's two-week session.  This will give us and representatives of other non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) an opportunity to meet the delegates informally and urge them to take 
significant action during their session. 
 
The reception will take place in the 8th Floor Restaurant at Palais des Nations.   The cost will 
total $3,500, fairly expensive as receptions go but the going price at the UN in Geneva.  So far 
we have raised $1,000 from Pax Christi USA, $500 from the United Methodist Church, and $500 
from the Episcopal Church in the United States.  We have a request for another $500 pending 
with the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.  We would also like to receive support from other churches 
and councils of churches.  Therefore, would the National Christian Council in Japan be willing to 
make a contribution in the $200 to $500 range? We would greatly appreciate your support. 
 
My organization is handling the finances for this event.  The payment would therefore go to 
"Methodists United for Peace with Justice".  Our mailing address is 1500 16th Street, NW, 
Washington, DC 20036, USA.  If you have any questions about this request, please get in touch 
with me. 
 
With best regards,  
 



 Methodists United for Peace with Justice 
 1500 16th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 
 Phone/fax: 301 896-0013    E-mail: mupj@igc.apc.org 
 
April 22, 1998 
 
To:  Dr. Thom White Wolf Fassett 
 
Fax: 202 488-5699 No. of pages: 4 
 
From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 
 
Re: Sign-on letter for CTBT 
 
 
Dear Thom: 
 
The Friend Committee on National Legislation (FCNL) has taken leadership in developing and 
gaining signers for the attached "Statement by American Religious Leaders: Ratify the CTBT."  
The intent is to present the statement and list of signers to Senate leadership soon after the Senate 
completes consideration of NATO expansion. 
 
The initial effort was to get heads of communion to sign.  Bishop Grove signed as ecumenical 
officer for the Council of Bishops.  But now we are seeking a broader cross-section of U.S. 
religious leadership. Because the United Methodist Church is pluralistic in its leadership, we ask 
you to sign as general secretary of the General Board of Church and Society.  I'm also asking 
Anna Rhee whether someone could sign for the Women's Division. 
 
Attached is the sign-on form and instructions for getting it to FCNL.   If you have any questions, 
please give me a call. 
 
Shalom, 



 Methodists United for Peace with Justice 
 1500 16th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 
 Phone/fax: 301 896-0013    E-mail: mupj@igc.apc.org 
 
April 22, 1998 
 
To: Anna Rhee 
 
Fax: 202 488-5681 No. of pages: 4 
 
From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 
 
Re: Sign-on letter for CTBT 
 
 
Dear Anna: 
 
The Friend Committee on National Legislation (FCNL) has taken leadership in developing and 
gaining signers for the attached "Statement by American Religious Leaders: Ratify the CTBT."  
The intent is to present the statement and list of signers to Senate leadership soon after the Senate 
completes consideration of NATO expansion. 
 
The initial effort was to get heads of communion to sign.  Bishop Grove signed as ecumenical 
officer for the Council of Bishops.  But now we are seeking a broader cross-section of U.S. 
religious leadership.  Therefore, we would like to have a representative of the United Methodist 
Women's Division  and/or United Methodist Women sign.  I'm also asking Thom Fassett to sign 
as general secretary of the General Board of Church and Society.  
 
Attached is the sign-on form and instructions for getting it to FCNL.   If you have any questions, 
please give me a call. 
 
Shalom, 



 Methodists United for Peace with Justice 
 1500 16th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 
 Phone/fax: 301 896-0013    E-mail: mupj@igc.apc.org 
 
April 22, 1998 
 
To:  Dr. Thom White Wolf Fassett 
 
Cc:  Robin Ringler 
Fax: 202 488-5639 No. of pages: 4 
 
From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 
 
Re: Sign-on letter for CTBT 
 
 
Dear Thom: 
 
The Friend Committee on National Legislation (FCNL) has taken leadership in developing and 
gaining signers for the attached "Statement by American Religious Leaders: Ratify the CTBT."  
The intent is to present the statement and list of signers to Senate leadership soon after the Senate 
completes consideration of NATO expansion. 
 
The initial effort was to get heads of communion to sign.  Bishop Grove signed as ecumenical 
officer for the Council of Bishops.  But now we are seeking a broader cross-section of U.S. 
religious leadership. Because the United Methodist Church is pluralistic in its leadership, we ask 
you to sign as general secretary of the General Board of Church and Society.  I'm also asking 
Anna Rhee whether someone could sign for the Women's Division. 
 
Attached is the sign-on form and instructions for getting it to FCNL.   If you have any questions, 
please give me a call. 
 
Shalom, 
 
 
Robin: 
 
I sent this directly to Thom in order to free you from another transmittal memo when you're so 
busy. 



 Methodists United for Peace with Justice 
 1500 16th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 
 Phone/fax: 301 896-0013    E-mail: mupj@igc.apc.org 
 
April 22, 1998 
 
To: Anne Marie Rodrigue 
      Canadian Council of Churches 
 
Fax:  416 236 4532 No. of pages: 3 
 
From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 
 
 
 
 
Dear Ms. Rodrigue: 
 
As you requested, I am sending you a hard copy of the statement "Act Now for Nuclear 
Abolition". 
 
Shalom, 



 Methodists United for Peace with Justice 
 1500 16th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 
 Phone/fax: 301 896-0013    E-mail: mupj@igc.apc.org 
 
April 24, 1998 
 
To: Chris Madison 
       Office of Senator Biden 
 
Fax: 202 228-1072 No. of pages: 3 
 
From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 
 
Re: Religious leaders statement on CTBT 
 
 
Dear Chris: 
 
Here is the statement by religious leaders on the CTBT and a list of some of the initial signers.   
More than 100 national and state leaders have signed, and the number will be greater by the time 
it will be ready for release. 
 
Shalom,  



 Methodists United for Peace with Justice 
 1500 16th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 
 Phone/fax: 301 896-0013    E-mail: mupj@igc.apc.org 
 
April 24, 1998 
 
To: Daryl Byler  
 
Fax:  202 544-2830  No. of pages: 2 
 
 Cc:  David Culp - 202 289-1060 
 
 
From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 
 
Re: Release of Statement of Religious Leaders on CTBT 
 
 
Dear Daryl and David: 
 
I'm leaving for Geneva in an hour and a half and leaving many loose ends on getting publicity 
for the Statement of Religious Leaders on the CTBT. 
 
I talked with Chris Madison on Senator Biden's staff.  He would like to work with us, but their 
staff hasn't decided what they would think would be the best approach.  He doesn't know whether 
we could get the hearing room for a news conference, if we're going to have one.  He may call 
me today before I leave. 
 
I talked to Steve Rabinowitz about having his firm help us.  He believes that a news conference 
would be hard to stage and draw enough reporters to make it worth while.  Instead he proposes a 
news release and an aggressive outreach to selected reporters.  He would help us for a fee of 
$1,500.  By now you should have a copy of his proposal. 
 
I've talked to several people who are similarly skeptical about a news conference (including 
Chris Madison).  So I agree with his approach.  His firm should be able to more than our 
organizations in reaching reporters.  Therefore, I believe we should accept his proposal.  It's 
possible that it would be carried out the week of May 4. 
 
Daryl, would you be able take the lead in following through on this.  If you, and others you 
might check with, think the proposal has merit, would you contact the Fourth Freedom Forum 
about funding it?  (Rabinowitz has done work for them.)  If they give a grant, could the 
Mennonite Central Committee be the grantee and also the one with whom Rabinowitz contracts?  
Or maybe Fourth Freedom Forum could pay him directly.   
 
Then would you be willing to handle other details to get this accomplished?  Perhaps Mark 
Brown could help.  FCNL can get the final text and signers ready but doesn't have staff time to 
get involved in publicity.  David Culp is available to help, which is why I am writing him, too. 
 



If you pick this up, you will want to get in touch with Chris Madison: phone: 202 224-5042; fax 
202 228-1072.  I'll let him know you may be calling him. 
 
Sorry to dump this project via fax, but since you're out of town today, I can't talk to you directly 
about it.  If you can't do, maybe you and David Culp can get somebody else from the religious 
community to handle it. 
 
Good luck, 
 
 
 
Howard W. Hallman  



 Methodists United for Peace with Justice 
 1500 16th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 
 Phone/fax: 301 896-0013    E-mail: mupj@igc.apc.o 
 
May 14, 1998 
 
To: Daryl Kimball 
 
Fax: 202 546-5142 No. of pages: 1 
 
From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 
 
Re: Request for funds 
 
 
Dear Daryl: 
 
Because I was in Geneva, I didn't respond to your request for proposals for additional funding for 
CTBT-related projects.  I'm back and am moving ahead with publicity for release of the religious 
leaders' statement on the CTBT and the relationship with Indian nuclear testing.  
 
We have a proposal from the Rabinowitz firm to help get the statement out to the press for a fee 
of $1,500. The First Freedom Forum will put up $1,000, leaving a balance of $500 to raise.  
Yesterday at our meeting we talked about also trying to get the release to newspapers in six 
states with members on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee: Tennessee, Indiana, Kansas, 
Nebraska, Wyoming, and Oregon.  We have signers in all six states.  If we ask Rabinowitz to 
take this assignment, this would be an additional fee of an amount to be determined, perhaps 
$500 to $1,000. 
 
Therefore, I request the decision makers on new CTBT project funds to allocate up to $1,500 for 
this purpose. 
 
Please call me if you need more information. 
 
Shalom, 
 
 
 



 Methodists United for Peace with Justice 
 1500 16th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 
 Phone/fax: 301 896-0013    E-mail: mupj@igc.apc.o 
 
May 14, 1998 
 
To: Steve Rabinowitz 
 
Fax: 202 543-7567 No. of pages: 9 
 
From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 
 
Re: News Release of Religious Leaders Statement on CTBT 
 
 
Dear Steve: 
 
Here is a fresh copy of "A Statement by American Religious Leaders: Ratify the CTBT" and the 
list of signers, which we want to release on Monday, May 18.  We are adding a few more signers 
today and will have a somewhat reorganized list for final copy by midday tomorrow, Friday. 
 
We want the release to tie into Indian nuclear weapons testing.  To that end we are collecting 
brief statements (one or two sentences) from several religious leaders to make the point that the 
Indian testing makes it all the more urgent for the Senate to ratify the treaty.  This will enable the 
U.S. to play a stronger role in pressing India to cease further testing and sign the treaty, and to 
get other nations to sign.  We should have these by Friday morning. 
 
The release, however, should not claim that all the statement signers necessarily endorse a tie to 
the Indian situation.  Rather they are urging the Senate to act, as expressed in the statement.  I'm 
sure you can handle the wording to make the connection without claiming too much. 
 
We would like to get the statement out on Monday while the India news is still hot.  If Pakistan 
tests in the meantime, we would want to make that connection also. 
 
We ourselves can get the release to the 100 Senate offices if that helps the process. 
 
We are focusing special attention on six Republican senators on the Foreign Relations 
Committee, who might help get hearings on the CTBT: Frist (TN), Lugar (IN), Brownback (KS), 
Hagel (NE), Thomas (WY), and Smith (OR).  Therefore, we have signers particularly from those 
states.  We think it would be useful to get the statement to newspapers in the six states.  Can you 
help us?  What would the additional fee amount to? 
 
Since I work from my home, I will be available this evening for a phone call at 301 896-0013 if 
you want to reach me then. 
 
Shalom, 



 Methodists United for Peace with Justice 
 1500 16th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 
 Phone/fax: 301 896-0013    E-mail: mupj@igc.apc.o 
 
May 15, 1998 
 
To: Steve Rabinowitz 
 
Fax: 202 543-7576 No. of pages: 5 
 
From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 
 
Re: Quotes from religious leaders 
 
 
Dear Steve: 
 
Here are some statements from religious leaders that deal with Indian nuclear weapons testing 
and the CTBT.  We have permission to use all or parts of them.  Some are more usable that 
others.   
 
The ones by Thom White Wolf Fassett and Joe Volk have quotable material.  The Lutheran 
Office of Governmental Affairs is trying to get a bishop to agree to have his name attached to 
their statement. 
 
I believe that the quote from Bishop Browning is not specific enough for this occasion.  The one 
from Dr. Campbell is good on Indian testing but doesn't make the connection with CTBT.  It's 
not possible to go back to the National Council of Churches for an addition or revision. 
 
The Episcopal Peace Fellowship is willing to let anyone use their statement, but I don't have a 
candidate in mind.  We could ask their executive director, Mary Miller, and thereby get 
"Episcopal" in the release. 
 
I wrote the one about "on the shelf."   If you think it's better than what Joe Volk provided, he is 
willing to consider alternatives to what he wrote.  I would have to clear it with him. 
 
I'm looking forward to receiving your draft release. 
 
Shalom, 
 
  



 Methodists United for Peace with Justice 
 1500 16th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 
 Phone/fax: 301 896-0013    E-mail: mupj@igc.apc.o 
 
May 19, 1998 
 
To Baldwin Robertson 
 
Fax: 202 543-7567 No. of pages: 2 
 
From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 
 
Re: Names for state release of religious leaders CTBT statement 
 
 
Dear Baldwin: 
 
I discussed with Steve Rabinowitz our desire to send out the news release on the religious leaders 
CTBT statement to eight states with key senators.  The release would be tailored to each state.  
With that in mind I am sending you a listing of the names for each state. They might be added 
after the first sentence of the release, or otherwise as you determine. 
 
I'm sending the same message and list via e-mail.  Please call me at 301 896-0013 if you have 
any questions. 
 
Shalom, 



 Methodists United for Peace with Justice 
 1500 16th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 
 Phone/fax: 301 896-0013    E-mail: mupj@igc.apc.o 
 
May 19, 1998 
 
To: Chris Madison 
 
Fax: 202 228-1072 No. of pages: 4 
 
From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 
 
Re: Statement of religious leaders in support of CTBT 
 
 
Dear Chris: 
 
Here is a copy of the news release on the statement of religious leaders in support of the CTBT.  
It includes an attachment with names of 56 national leaders who signed.  I'll have the full list of 
205 signers delivered to you. 
 
We would welcome Senator Biden placing the statement and signers in the Record. 
 
Shalom, 



 Methodists United for Peace with Justice 
 1500 16th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 
 Phone/fax: 301 896-0013    E-mail: mupj@igc.apc.o 
 
May 19, 1998 
 
To: Bridget Moix 
 
Fax: 202 547-6000 No. of pages: 4 
 
From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 
 
Re: News release of religious leaders' statement on CTBT 
 
 
Dear Bridget: 
 
Here is a copy of the news release sent out by Rabinowitz on the religious leaders CTBT 
statement.  In addition to their coverage of national and religious press, they are sending a 
separate release to each of eight states, providing the names of signers from those states: North 
Carolina, Mississippi, Tennessee, Indiana, Kansas, Nebraska, Wyoming, and Oregon. 
 
I have one more name from Oregon: Rev. David A. Leslie, executive director, Ecumenical 
Ministries of Oregon. 
 
I took the liberty of telling the Rabinowitz people that Joe Volk would likely be available if a 
reporter was looking for someone to interview on the statement. 
 
Thanks to you and the others at FCNL for four months of steady work to get the statement 
drafted and names collected.    The effort has come to completion at the right time. 
 
Shalom, 
 



 Methodists United for Peace with Justice 
 1500 16th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 
 Phone/fax: 301 896-0013    E-mail: mupj@igc.apc.o 
 
May 19, 1998 
 
To: Dave Robinson 
 
Fax: 814 452-4784 No. of pages: 2 
 
From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 
 
 
 
Dear Dave: 
 
I'm soon expecting my VISA bill that contains the Geneva restaurant tab.  Therefore, I would 
appreciate receiving the $1,000 that Pax Christi offered in support of the reception.  A check can 
be made payable to "Methodists United for Peace with Justice" and sent to the above address. 
 
In case you haven't seen it, here is a copy of a letter from USCC to Berger on the Indian nuclear 
tests.  Jerry Powers said that I may circulate it, so you can, too. 
 
Jerry has been promoted to head of the international justice & peace unit, taking Father Drew 
Christiansen's place.   
 
Shalom, 



 Methodists United for Peace with Justice 
 1500 16th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 
 Phone/fax: 301 896-0013    E-mail: mupj@igc.apc.o 
 
May 19, 1998 
 
To: Daryl Kimball 
 
Fax: 202 546-5142 No. of pages: 5 
 
From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 
 
 
 
 
Dear Daryl: 
 
Here is a copy of  the news release of the religious leaders' statement on the CTBT.  FCNL has 
copies of the statement and all 205 names. 
 
Also attached is a copy of the proposal from Rabinowitz for handling the release of this 
statement.  The Fourth Freedom Forum has agreed to pay $1,000 of the total cost.  We request 
that the Coalition to Reduce Nuclear Dangers pay the remaining $500. 
 
Shalom, 



May 19, 1998 
 
 
Dear Colleague: 
 
I want to share with you the news release that was sent out by the Rabinowitz 
firm along with the religious leaders' statement on the CTBT.  It includes the 
national signers.   Bridget Moix at FCNL has the full list of signers if you are 
interested.  She and others have distributed the statement to the 100 senators. 
 
Bridget and Joe Volk did a great job in drafting the statement and collecting 
the names.  Thanks to the rest of you who helped recruit signers.  It was good 
to have the statement to release at this particular moment. 
 
Enclosed are some other handouts on the CTBT, some of which you may have 
picked up at meetings.  We are coming to a crucial time to get Senator Lott to 
agree to put the CTBT on the Senate schedule.  We need to step up pressure on 
him, members of the Foreign Relations Committee, and other senators, 
including treaty supporters who should be speaking out for the treaty.  The 
Memorial Week recess is another time for persons back home to contact their 
senators. 
 
Let's prove the skeptics wrong and get the CTBT through the Senate this 
session. 
 
 Shalom, 
 
 
  
 Howard W. Hallman 
 
 



 Methodists United for Peace with Justice 
 1500 16th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 
 Phone/fax: 301 896-0013    E-mail: mupj@igc.apc.o 
 
May 19, 1998 
 
To: Mark Brown 
 
Fax: 202 783-7502 No. of pages: 8 
 
From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 
 
 
 
 
Dear Mark: 
 
Here is the news release and some other material on the CTBT. 
 
Shalom, 



May 22, 1998 
 
Bishop Marshall L. Meadors, Jr. 
United Methodist Mississippi Area 
P.O. Box 931 
Jackson, MS 39205 
 
Dear Bishop Meadors: 
 
The "Statement by American Religious Leaders: Ratify the CTBT" has now 
been released.  Thank you for signing it.  A copy is enclosed. 
 
The immediate task is to get the Senate Foreign Relations to conduct hearings 
and to get Senator Trent Lott to make a commitment for bringing the 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) to the floor this session of Congress.  
Senator Lott has said that the Indian nuclear tests means that the CTBT should 
be put on the shelf.  In contrast, we believe that now more ever the Senate 
should consider and ratify the CTBT.  This view has also been expressed by 
the Rev. Dr. Thom White Wolf Fassett, as indicated in the enclosed statement. 
 
Therefore, would you please get in touch with Senator Lott and urge him to 
arrange for the Foreign Relations Committee to conduct hearings on the CTBT 
and to bring it to the floor for a vote before the end of July or in September at 
the latest. 
 
 If Senator Lott is in Jackson during the week of May 25 when Congress is in 
recess, perhaps a delegation of religious leaders could call upon him and ask 
him to provide constructive leadership to achieve ratification of a treaty that 
has support of 73 percent of the American people (see enclosed poll results). 
 
 Shalom, 
 
 
  
 Howard W. Hallman. Chair 



May 22, 1998 
 
Mr. Don Fortenberry, Executive Director 
Mississippi Religious Leaders Conference 
P.O. Box 68123 
Jackson, MS 39286 
 
Dear Mr. Fortenberry: 
 
The "Statement by American Religious Leaders: Ratify the CTBT" has now 
been released.  Thank you for signing it.  A copy is enclosed. 
 
The immediate task is to get the Senate Foreign Relations to conduct hearings 
and to get Senator Trent Lott to make a commitment for bringing the 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) to the floor this session of Congress.  
Senator Lott has said that the Indian nuclear tests means that the CTBT should 
be put on the shelf.  In contrast, we believe that now more ever the Senate 
should consider and ratify the CTBT.  This view has also been expressed by 
the Rev. Dr. Thom White Wolf Fassett, general secretary of the United 
Methodist General Board of Church and Society, as indicated in the enclosed 
statement. 
 
Therefore, would you please get in touch with Senator Lott and urge him to 
arrange for the Foreign Relations Committee to conduct hearings on the CTBT 
and to bring it to the floor for a vote before the end of July or in September at 
the latest. 
 
 If Senator Lott is in Jackson during the week of May 25 when Congress is in 
recess, perhaps a delegation of religious leaders could call upon him and ask 
him to provide constructive leadership to achieve ratification of a treaty that 
has support of 73 percent of the American people (see enclosed poll results). 
 
 Shalom, 
 
 
  
 Howard W. Hallman. Chair 



May 22, 1998 
 
Rev. Rich Hendricks 
St. Andrew's Mission, Inc. 
821 A. La Branch Street 
McComb, MS 29648 
 
Dear Rich: 
 
Since we met at the Peace with Justice Coordinators meeting in March, the 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) has laid dormant in the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee.   The time has come to push hard to get that 
committee to hold public hearings and to get Senator Trent Lott to make a 
commitment for bringing the treaty to the floor this session of Congress. 
 
India's testing of nuclear weapons has made Senate action on the CTBT even 
more urgent.  For example, see the enclosed statement by the Rev. Dr. Thom 
White Wolf Fassett, general secretary of the United Methodist General Board 
of Church and Society. 
 
As Senate majority leader, Senator Lott is a position to play a decisive role in 
gaining ratification of the CTBT.  Therefore, would you please get in touch 
with Senator Lott and urge him to arrange for the Foreign Relations Committee 
to conduct hearings on the CTBT and to bring it to the floor for a vote before 
the end of July or in September at the latest.  Please ask others to send a similar 
message.  You can reach him at Room S230, U.S. Capitol, Washington, DC 
20510, phone 202 224-6253.   You and others can also leave a message for him 
at one of his offices in Mississippi. 
 
 If Senator Lott is in Mississippi during the week of May 25 when Congress is 
in recess, perhaps you could organize a delegation to call upon him and ask 
him to provide constructive leadership to achieve ratification of a treaty that 
has support of 73 percent of the American people (see enclosed poll results). 
 
 Shalom, 
 
 
  
 Howard W. Hallman. Chair 



Dear Colleagues: 
 
The moment has arrived to move into focused action in support of Senate ratification of the 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT).  It comes in the form of a "sense of the Senate" 
resolution developed by Senator Arlen Specter (R-PA) with cosponsorship by Senator Joseph 
Biden (D-DE) and several other senators.   After 15 paragraphs of findings, the resolution's 
operative language is as follows: 
"It is the sense of the Senate that the Foreign Relations Committee should hold a hearing or 
hearings on the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty and that the full Senate should take up the 
Treaty for debate and a vote of ratification as expeditiously as possible." 
 
Senator Specter may attach this resolution to the Defense Authorization Bill, or to some other 
measure, during the first week or two of June.  Therefore, it is important to obtain as many 
cosponsors as possible and to press senators to vote for the resolution.  It is presumed that all 45 
Democrats will favor the resolution.  Therefore, our challenge is to obtain the support of as many 
Republicans as possible.  Senator Jeffords (R-VT) has made a commitment to cosponsor.   Our 
goal should be at least 20 additional Republican senators, which would bring the total to 67.  
Even though the resolution deals only with having committee hearings and a vote and is not a 
commitment to vote for the treaty, having enough senators to equal the number required for 
ratification will send a strong message. 
 
Would you, therefore, please send out an alert to your network to help build support for the 
Specter-Biden resolution (use both names)?  You can ask your constituents to contact their 
senators and request them, first, to cosponsor the Specter-Biden resolution in support of 
committee hearings on the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty and, second, to vote for the Specter-
Biden resolution when it comes before the Senate. 
 
A swing list developed by persons working for CTBT ratification is as follows: 
Alaska: Murkowski, Stevens 
Arizona: McCain 
Colorado: Allard, Campbell 
Delaware: Roth 
Indiana: Coats, Lugar 
Iowa: Grassley 
Kansas: Brownback, Roberts 
Kentucky: McConnell 
Maine: Collins, Snowe 
Michigan: Abraham 
Missouri: Bond 
Nebraska: Hagel 
New Hampshire: Gregg 
New Mexico: Domenici 
New York: D'Amato 
Ohio: DeWine 
Oregon: Smith 
Pennsylvania: Santorum 
Rhode Island: Chafee 
South Carolina: Thurmond 



Tennessee: Frist, Thompson 
Utah: Bennett, Hatch 
Virginia: Warner 
Washington: Gorton  
Wyoming: Enzi, Thomas 
 
Because there are good Methodist contacts in several other states, I am adding the following: 
Florida: Mack 
Idaho: Craig, Kempthorne 
Minnesota: Grams  
 



 Methodists United for Peace with Justice 
 1500 16th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 
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May 26, 1998 
 
To: 
 
Fax: No. of pages: 2 
 
From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair 
 
Re: Specter-Biden Resolution on CTBT 
 
Dear Colleagues: 
 
The moment has arrived to move into focused action in support of Senate ratification of the 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT).  It comes in the form of a "sense of the Senate" 
resolution developed by Senator Arlen Specter (R-PA) with cosponsorship by Senator Joseph 
Biden (D-DE) and several other senators.   After 15 paragraphs of findings, the resolution's 
operative language is as follows: 
"It is the sense of the Senate that the Foreign Relations Committee should hold a hearing or 
hearings on the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty and that the full Senate should take up the 
Treaty for debate and a vote of ratification as expeditiously as possible." 
 
Senator Specter may attach this resolution to the Defense Authorization Bill, or to some other 
measure, during the first week or two of June.  Therefore, it is important to obtain as many 
cosponsors as possible and to press senators to vote for the resolution.  It is presumed that all 45 
Democrats will favor the resolution.  Therefore, our challenge is to obtain the support of as many 
Republicans as possible.  Senator Jeffords (R-VT) has made a commitment to cosponsor.   Our 
goal should be at least 20 additional Republican senators, which would bring the total to 67.  
Even though the resolution deals only with having committee hearings and a vote and is not a 
commitment to vote for the treaty, having enough senators to equal the number required for 
ratification will send a strong message. 
 
Would you, therefore, please send out an alert to your network to help build support for the 
Specter-Biden resolution (use both names)?  You can ask your constituents to contact their 
senators and request them, first, to cosponsor the Specter-Biden resolution in support of 
committee hearings on the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty and, second, to vote for the Specter-
Biden resolution when it comes before the Senate. 
 
A swing list developed by persons working for CTBT ratification is as follows: 
Alaska: Murkowski, Stevens 
Arizona: McCain 
Colorado: Allard, Campbell 
Delaware: Roth 
Indiana: Coats, Lugar 
Iowa: Grassley 



Kansas: Brownback, Roberts 
Kentucky: McConnell 
Maine: Collins, Snowe 
Michigan: Abraham 
Missouri: Bond 
Nebraska: Hagel 
New Hampshire: Gregg 
New Mexico: Domenici 
New York: D'Amato 
Ohio: DeWine 
Oregon: Smith 
Pennsylvania: Santorum 
Rhode Island: Chafee 
South Carolina: Thurmond 
Tennessee: Frist, Thompson 
Utah: Bennett, Hatch 
Virginia: Warner 
Washington: Gorton  
Wyoming: Enzi, Thomas 
 
Because there are good Methodist contacts in several other states, I am adding the following: 
Florida: Mack 
Idaho: Craig, Kempthorne 
Minnesota: Grams  
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May 26, 1998 
 
Dear Peace with Justice Advocate: 
 
When Congress returns from its Memorial Day recess on June 1, the Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty (CTBT) will receive attention in the form of a resolution offered by Senator Arlen Specter 
(R-PA), Senator Joseph Biden (D-DE), and others.  The operative language is as follows: 

"It is the sense of the Senate that the Foreign Relations Committee should hold a hearing 
or hearings on the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty and that the full Senate should take up 
the Treaty for debate and a vote of ratification as expeditiously as possible." 

 
It is important to obtain as many cosponsors as possible for the Specter-Biden resolution and to 
press senators to vote for the resolution.  Along with other supporters of the CTBT we are 
focusing our attention on the following states and senators: Alaska: Murkowski, Stevens; 
Arizona: McCain; Colorado: Allard, Campbell; Delaware: Roth; Florida: Mack; Idaho: 
Kempthorne; Indiana: Coats, Lugar; Iowa: Grassley; Kansas: Brownback, Roberts; Kentucky: 
McConnell; Maine: Collins, Snowe; Michigan: Abraham; Minnesota: Grams; Missouri: Bond; 
Nebraska: Hagel; New Hampshire: Gregg; New Mexico: Domenici; New York: D'Amato; 
Ohio: DeWine; Oregon: Smith; Pennsylvania: Santorum; Rhode Island: Chafee; South 
Carolina: Thurmond; Tennessee: Frist, Thompson; Utah: Bennett, Hatch; Virginia: Warner; 
Washington: Gorton; Wyoming: Enzi, Thomas.  
 
We ask you to join us by getting in touch with the senator(s) from your state and asking others in 
your network to do likewise.  Request your senator(s), first, to cosponsor the Specter-Biden 
resolution in support of committee hearings on the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty and, second, 
to vote for the Specter-Biden resolution when it comes before the Senate.   
 
You can point out to them that a public opinion poll taken after the Indian nuclear tests revealed 
that 73 percent of the American people support ratification of the CTBT.  Even if your senator 
hasn't yet decide how to vote on ratification, at least he or she should support hearings so that all 
the issues surrounding the treaty can be consider in an open forum. 
 
There are several days remaining in the Senate's Memorial Day recess, so perhaps you can catch 
your senator(s) within your state.  If not, please get your message to the in-state office or to 
Washington.   The Specter-Biden resolution may be attached to the defense authorization bill 
during the first or second week in June, so prompt contact is necessary. 
 
 Shalom, 
 
 
 Howard W. Hallman, Chair 
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D R A F T 
Reception in Honor of the Chairman and Delegates attending 

the NPT Preparatory Committee  
27 April 1998 

Palais des Nations, Geneva 
 

WELCOMING REMARKS 
 

Rev. Dr. Konrad Raiser 
General Secretary 

World Council of Churches 
 

 
Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Delegates, Friends, 
 
Thank you all for accepting Cardinal Danneels’s and my invitation to join us in this informal 
gathering at the beginning of your work here in Geneva.  It gives us the welcome opportunity 
to greet you, and to assure you that we shall be accompanying you with our hopes and prayers 
during these days. 
 
It would be unfair to burden you with long speeches on the eve of your meeting where you 
will certainly get your full!  We shall not do this tonight.  Nevertheless, Cardinal Daneels and 
I do wish to convey to you the importance we attach to what you are are called to do here. 
 
We all remember the decades of the 1970s and 1980s when world public opinion followed 
your debates with a sense of great urgency.  Millions of people were in the streets of major 
capitals around the world pressing for an immediate reversal of the nuclear arms race.  Now 
you meet without such immediate pressure from world public opinion.  Indeed the world 
press has paid quite little attention to the fact that you are gathered here. 
 
We should not, however, allow ourselves to to be complaisant.  What you are called to do 
here is of central importance to the peoples of the world.  Your task remains as difficult as 
ever, and it must be undertaken with wisdom, courage, and a sense of great urgency. 
 
By the grace of God, the nuclear arms race has been reversed, and for the first time since 
Hiroshima, nuclear weapons and delivery systems are being destroyed.  But the nuclear threat 
remains.  The pace of nuclear disarmament has slowed to a snail’s pace.  Testing has also 
been halted, but nuclear arms research and development continues. And allthough the major 
nuclear weapons powers have stepped back cautiously from their absolute reliance on 
doctrines of nuclear deterrence, nuclear weapons remain the pillar of global defense 
strategies.   
 
As the Psalmist put it, we live still “in the valley of the shadow of death.”  We in the World 
Council of Churches firmly believe that this is not what God intended for humanity.  God 
wills  Peace, Justice, the integrity of all Creation. 
 
Since it was formed fifty years ago, the World Council of Churches has called repeatedly and 
insistently for the total elimination of atomic and nuclear weapons.  The Protestant, Anglican 
and Orthodox from around the world who are joined in this Council have always made this 



appeal in a spirit of humility, confessing to God our own complicity, and our own failure to 
trust more in our Creator than in arms.  Yet we know that true security is never to be found in 
arms of any sort, and certainly not in these most terrible weapons ever devised by human 
beings.  Nuclear weapons are sinful, and their production, possession and deployment, and 
the very threat of their use in an extreme case constitute crimes against God and humanity.  
 
Friends,  
 
Now is the time.  The task before you is weighty indeed.  And though you meet now without 
the glare of publicity which accompanied you in the past, you may be assured that people of 
faith around the world are following with care and great anticipation your work in these days. 
 
The burden, as ever, is on the nuclear weapons states themselves.  But it is not theirs alone.  
We are grateful for the steps they have taken to reduce the threat of nuclear war.  We hope 
that they will join a consensus of commencing work on the total abolition of nuclear arms.  
But if they do not, then other nations must take the lead, for now is the time. 
 
For my part, I wish to assure you of our confidence in your ability to reach achieve significant 
agreements in this sense, to work in the spirit of compromise and mutual respect, and with 
bold resolve.  Our prayers are with you.  May God inspire your thoughts, your deliberations 
and your spirit of determination to do what will be pleasing in God’s sight. 



Reception in Honor of the Chairman and Delegates attending 
the NPT Preparatory Committee  

27 April 1998 
Palais des Nations, Geneva 

 
WELCOMING REMARKS 

 
Rev. Dr. Konrad Raiser 

General Secretary 
World Council of Churches 

 
 
Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Delegates, Friends, 
 
Thank you all for accepting Cardinal Danneels’s and my invitation to join us in this informal 
gathering at the beginning of your work here in Geneva.  It gives us the welcome opportunity 
to greet you, and to assure you that we shall be accompanying you with our hopes and prayers 
during these days. 
 
It would be unfair to burden you with long speeches on the eve of your meeting where you 
will certainly get your full!  We shall not do this tonight.  Nevertheless, Cardinal Daneels and 
I do wish to convey to you the importance we attach to what you are called to do here. 
 
We all remember the decades of the 1970s and 1980s when world public opinion followed 
your debates with a sense of great urgency.  Millions of people were in the streets of major 
capitals around the world pressing for an immediate reversal of the nuclear arms race.  Now 
you meet without such immediate pressure from world public opinion.  Indeed the world 
press has paid quite little attention to the fact that you are gathered here. 
 
We should not, however, allow ourselves to be complaisant.  What you are called to do here 
is of central importance to the peoples of the world.  Your task remains as difficult as ever, 
and it must be undertaken with wisdom, courage, and a sense of great urgency. 
 
By the grace of God, the nuclear arms race has been reversed, and for the first time since 
Hiroshima, nuclear weapons and delivery systems are being destroyed.  But the nuclear threat 
remains.  The rhythm of nuclear disarmament has slowed to a snail’s pace.  While testing has 
also been halted, nuclear arms research and development continues. And although the major 
nuclear weapons powers have stepped back cautiously from their absolute reliance on 
doctrines of nuclear deterrence, nuclear weapons remain the pillar of global defense 
strategies.   
As the Psalmist put it, we live still “in the valley of the shadow of death.”  We in the World 
Council of Churches firmly believe that this is not what God intended for humanity.  God 
wills  Peace with Justice, and the integrity of all Creation. 
 
Since it was formed fifty years ago, the World Council of Churches has called repeatedly and 
insistently for the total elimination of atomic and nuclear weapons.  The Protestant, Anglican 
and Orthodox from around the world who are joined in this Council and the Roman Catholic 
Church, with which we have close relations, are firmly united on this point. Together, we 
have always made this appeal in a spirit of humility, confessing to God our own complicity, 



and our own failure to trust more in our Creator than in arms.  Yet we know that true security 
is never to be found in arms of any sort, and certainly not in these most terrible weapons ever 
devised by human beings.  Nuclear weapons are sinful, and their production, possession and 
deployment, and the very threat of their use in an extreme case constitute crimes against God 
and humanity.  
 
Friends,  
 
Now is the time.  The task before you is weighty indeed.  And though you meet now without 
the glare of publicity which accompanied you in the past, you may be assured that people of 
faith around the world are following with care and great anticipation your work in these days. 
 
The burden, as ever, is on the nuclear weapons states themselves.  We are grateful for the 
steps they have taken to reduce the threat of nuclear war.  We hope that they will join a 
consensus of commencing work on the total abolition of nuclear arms. But the responsibility 
is not theirs alone.  If they do not move ahead, then other nations must take the lead, for now 
is the time. 
 
For my part, I wish to assure you of our confidence in your ability to reach achieve significant 
agreements in this sense, to work in the spirit of compromise and mutual respect, and with 
bold resolve.  Our prayers are with you.  May God inspire your thoughts, your deliberations 
and your spirit of determination to do what will be pleasing in God’s sight. 
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ACT NOW FOR NUCLEAR ABOLITION 
 
A Statement Addressed to the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) Preparatory Committee 
 
The time has come to rid planet Earth of nuclear weapons-all of them, everywhere. The Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) Preparatory Committee has a remarkable opportunity at its upcoming meeting 
to set the course resolutely for the achievement of this goal. 
 
Nuclear weapons, whether used or threatened, are grossly evil and morally wrong.  As an instrument of 
mass destruction, nuclear weapons slaughter the innocent and ravage the environment. This was quite 
apparent in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The same result would probably occur in any further use, and indeed 
would be worse because of the increased destructive power of modern nuclear weapons. 
 
When used as an instrument of deterrence, nuclear weapons hold innocent people hostage for political and 
military purposes. Therefore, the doctrine of nuclear deterrence is morally corrupt. It loses sight of the 
inviolable connection between means and end by failing to recognise that just ends cannot be achieved 
through wrongful means. 
 
During the past 50 years the production and testing of nuclear weapons has proven grievously harmful to 
individuals and the environment in the vicinity of mining operations, processing plants, production 
facilities, and test sites. Numerous locales are burdened with lingering radioactivity and deadly waste 
products that will take decades to clean up. Some sites may never be restored to safe occupancy. 
Psalm 24 teaches, "The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell 
therein."  The First Book of Moses, also known as Genesis, indicates that God made Earth available to 
humankind to till and keep, that is, to use for mutual benefit and to preserve. Because production and use 
of nuclear weapons causes grave harm to Earth and its inhabitants, we as good stewards of God's Earth 
have an obligation to rid the world of this perilous threat. 
 
Numerous religious bodies have condemned nuclear weapons and have called for their abolition. Thus, 
the Sixth Assembly of the World Council of Churches meeting in 1983, in Vancouver, Canada, stated: 
"We believe that the time has come when the churches must unequivocally declare that the production and 
deployment as well as the use of nuclear weapons are a crime against humanity and that such activities 
must be condemned on ethical and theological grounds. Furthermore, we appeal for the institution of a 
universal covenant to this effect so that nuclear weapons and warfare are delegitimized and condemn as 
violations of international law."  
 
Speaking for the Holy See before the First Committee of the United Nations General Assembly on 
October 15, 1997, Archbishop Renato Martino stated: "Nuclear weapons are incompatible with the peace 
we seek for the 21st century. They cannot be justified. They deserve condemnation. The preservation of 
the Non-Proliferation Treaty demands an unequivocal commitment to their abolition....This is a moral 
challenge, a legal challenge and a political challenge. That multiple-based challenge must be met by the 
application of our humanity." 
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In principle the nations of Earth agree on the need to eliminate nuclear weapons. Indeed, they have made a 
strong commitment in Article VI of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) "to 
the cessation of the nuclear arms race at an early date and to nuclear disarmament." After reviewing this 
article at the request of the General Assembly of the United Nations, the International Court of Justice 
unanimously agreed that "There exists an obligation to pursue in good faith and bring to a conclusion 
negotiations leading to nuclear disarmament in all its aspects under strict and effective international 
control." 
 
Now is the time to take this obligation seriously. We call upon the members of the NPT Preparatory 
Committee to make the 1998 session a notable landmark in the journey toward the abolition of all nuclear 
weapons.  
 
First, we ask the delegates to call resolutely upon the nuclear weapon states to embark upon a series of 
steps along the road leading to nuclear abolition. There is broad consensus among study commissions, 
retired generals and admirals, scientists, and other civilian experts on what these steps should be.  They 
include: 
* Declare a policy of no first use amongst themselves and non-use in relation to non-nuclear weapon 
states. 
* Cease all research, development, production, and deployment of new nuclear weapons. 
* Refrain from modernising the existing nuclear arsenal and increasing the number of deployed nuclear 
weapons. 
* Take all nuclear forces off alert and remove warheads from delivery vehicles. 
* Achieve faster and deeper bilateral reduction of nuclear weapons by the United States and Russia. 
 
It would be appropriate for the NPT Preparatory Committee to require the nuclear weapon states to 
provide annual progress reports on how they are carrying out such measures. 
 
Second, we ask the delegates to take the lead in commencing the process of developing a nuclear weapons 
convention to outlaw and abolish all nuclear weapons. One appropriate method would be to establish a 
working group of the NPT Preparatory Committee for this purpose. Although the nuclear weapons states 
should be part of this process, other nations need not wait until they are willing to become engaged.  
Rather as stewards of God's Earth, non-nuclear weapon states can begin the task of developing a nuclear 
weapons convention that specifies a fair and effective program to abolish all nuclear weapons.   
 
We appeal to delegates to the NPT Preparatory Committee to consider what is best for the whole Earth 
and its inhabitants when they vote on issues of nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament. Loyalty to all 
humankind exceeds that of loyalty within political blocs of nations. We urge delegates to act now 
decisively and courageously for the benefit of all the peoples of Earth. 
 
Godfried Cardinal Danneels, President Rev. Dr. Konrad Raiser, General Secretary 
Pax Christi International   World Council of Churches 
 
March 1998 
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Your Excellencies,  
dear delegates, 
dear colleagues, 
dear friends, 
 
I am glad to be here with you tonight, the evening before the 
important Second Session of the Preparatory Committee for the 
Non-Proliferation Review Conference in 2000. I am also very 
grateful for the welcoming remarks of Rev Dr Konrad Raiser 
and for the encouraging words he spoke to all of you. I fully 
support Dr Raiser’s concerns and his appeal for a successful 
Preparatory Committee meeting. 
 
Since the end of the Cold War, through Papal statements, 
through addresses of the Holy See at the United Nations and 
through national Bishops’ Conferences, the Catholic Church 
has pleaded that the dangers which nuclear weapons pose for 
all humanity be abolished. The Church’s teaching about the 
need for nuclear disarmament began in the 1960s but has 
become ever more urgent and insistent since the Cold War 
ended. Many Christian organisations, such as Pax Christi, 
together with many other NGOs dealing with security and 
disarmament issues have been active in educating public 
opinion and in advocacy towards political leaders to create 
awareness about the dangers of weapons of mass destruction 
among the peoples. I recall here the efforts of the Catholic 
Bishops of the United States, notably with their remarkable 
pastoral letter entitled “Challenge of Peace, God’s Promise and 
Our Response” of 1983 which was then followed by new 
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reflections of US bishops on the occasion of the 10th 
Anniversary (in 1993). Bishop Thomas Gumbleton is leading a 
new re-evaluation of the US Bishops’ position on deterrence. 
Year after year, our USA section of Pax Christi, as well as other 
national sections of Pax Christi, have focused their energy on a 
matter of grave moral concern: the continued possession, 
development and plans for the use of nuclear weapons.  
 
In October 1997, Archbishop Renato Martino, the Holy See’s 
Permanent Observer at the UN, spoke on “General and 
Complete Disarmament”.1 He stated that  “weapons of mass 
destruction are still produced in great quantity. Nuclear 
Weapons, aptly described as "the ultimate evil" are still 
possessed by the most powerful States which refuse to let them 
go”. “If biological weapons, chemical weapons, and now land-
mines can be done away with, so too can nuclear weapons. ... 
Let not the immensity of this task dissuade us from the efforts 
needed to free humanity from such a scourge. . . . since nuclear 
weapons can destroy all life on the planet, they imperil all that 
humanity has ever stood for, and indeed humanity itself. During 
the acrimonious years of the Cold War with the emphasis on 
the military doctrine of nuclear deterrence as a constant 
justification for the nuclear arms build up, the international 
community felt powerless to stop the relentless build-up of 
nuclear weapons. But now, in the post-Cold War era 
characterised by the new partnerships, the international 
community cannot shield itself from the assault on life itself that 
nuclear weapons represent”. 
 
Pax Christi International is not a single issue movement. Our 
organisation is ambitious in proclaiming the need to move from 
“a culture of war” to “a culture of peace”. Every day conflict and 
violence still produce victims. Genocide, the slaughter of 
innocents, and attacks on vulnerable populations continue to 
scar the landscape. Here, I just want to mention at least one 

                                                 
1  Speech given by Archbishop Renato Martino, the Holy See’s Permanent Observer before the First Committee 
of the United Nations General Assembly on October 15, 1997. 
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serious problem: the arms trade, particularly of conventional 
weapons, which only adds to the bloodshed in many warring 
countries. Many people are killed by short-range small 
weapons. The tragedy of this trend is that more human beings, 
including children, are forced to wage war. Most developing 
countries where conflict situations exist, are abundantly 
supplied with such weapons. For this reason, after the 
successful international campaign against anti-personnel 
weapons, Pax Christi International fully participates in the 
International Campaign on Preventing the Proliferation and 
Unlawful Use of Small Arms and Light Weapons. 
 
The World Council of Churches and Pax Christi International 
has produced a joint statement entitled “Act Now For Nuclear 
Abolition” addressed to the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT) Preparatory Committee.2 We call upon the members of 
the NPT Preparatory Committee to make the 1998 session a 
notable landmark in the journey toward the abolition of all 
nuclear weapons. A step by step approach would be the best 
strategy. The ultimate aim must be nuclear abolition. 
 
Pax Christi International is convinced that there is a gathering 
momentum of world opinion in support of the complete 
elimination of nuclear weapons. Also, over one hundred world 
leaders, including numerous heads of state, have said in a 
recent statement, “the world is not condemned to live forever 
with threats of nuclear deterrence. Such threats are intolerable 
and such a peace unworthy. The sheer destructiveness of 
nuclear weapons invokes a moral imperative for their 
elimination. That is our mandate. Let us begin.”3 
 
I wish all the delegates of the Preparatory Committee, as well 
as the NGO Committee dealing with this issue, all the best in 
their important work. May God bless all our work and efforts. 
 
                                                 
2  idem 
3 Statement on Nuclear Weapons by International Civilian Leaders, 2 February 1998. See Disarmament 
Diplomacy, February 1998. 
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Thank you for your attention. 
 
 
+ Cardinal Godfried Danneels 
International President 
 
Geneva, April 27, 1998 
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AMERICAN RELIGIOUS LEADERS CALL ON SENATE TO 
RATIFY NUCLEAR TEST BAN TREATY 

 
 An impressive coalition of over 200 national and local religious leaders nationwide, representing 
millions of Christians and Jews from dozens of denominations, has called on the US Senate to ratify the 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty immediately.  
 
 In a statement released today – endorsed by 56 national leaders, nearly 100 local leaders of 
congregations, and over 50 regional religious groups – the signers call for the Senate to vote on the treaty 
before the August recess. “The United States Senate,” they said, “has within its powers the capacity to 
take decisive action on some of the most fateful issues affecting the security of our nation and the peace 
of our planet. We urge the Senate to proceed swiftly…” 
 
 The Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT), which the United Nations approved in September 
of 1996, would ban all test blasts of nuclear weapons worldwide. The Clinton Administration has signed 
the treaty and has called for Senate ratification this year. Overall, 149 nations have signed the agreement, 
and thirteen, including nuclear powers France and Britain, have ratified it. Forty-four specific countries 
must ratify the treaty for it to enter into force. 
 
 The statement noted that though the end of the Cold War changed the issues surrounding the 
nuclear threat, the retention of thousands of weapons and the increasing dangers of proliferation and 
terrorism demand America’s attention. And the moral questions as to the development and use of such 
weapons persist. Furthermore, ratification would inaugurate international verification machinery to 
implement the treaty, and ratifying it would fulfill previous commitments under the Limited Test Ban 
Treaty and the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. 
 
 “We assure our senators,” continued the statement, “of our determination to interpret this issue as 
a vital matter of religious conscience for our communities….” The collection of signers represents a 
impressively diverse group of denominations and regions, including 23 Heads of Communion and the 
leaders of two dozen religious peace and social justice organizations. A full list of signers is available. 
 
 Citing India’s recent series of nuclear tests, several leaders who signed the statement noted the 
heightened urgency of ratification. “The strongest possible rebuttal of India’s violation of the international 
moratorium on nuclear weapons test explosions,” declared Joe Volk, Executive Secretary of the Friends 
Committee on National Legislation, “will be the immediate Senate ratification of the CTBT.” Rev. Dr. 
Thom White Wolf Fassett, General Secretary of the General Board of Church & Society of the United 
Methodists, declared that India’s development of nuclear weapons threatens “further destablization of the 
[South Asian] region and the world.” The Right Reverend Mark S. Hanson, an Evangelical Lutheran 
Bishop, called ratification “urgent and imperative…. This is one concrete way we can live out God’s call 
to be peacemakers and to ensure a world for future generations.” 
 
 The Reverend Dr. Joan Campbell, General Secretary of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ, said: “We are deeply saddened that a nation like India, born under the committed nonviolent 
leadership of Mohandas K. Gandhi, should choose the way of nuclear weapons.” The retired Presiding 
Bishop of the Episcopal Church, the Right Reverend Edmund L. Browning argued that ratifying the treaty 
would bring “a different kind of hope that will lift the ‘mushroom cloud’ from God’s creation.” 
 

# # # 
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