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Amendments to web pages.
A. Go to http://www.mupwj.org/theologyofwarandpeace.htm -- opening page.

Now on website:

After two world wars and numerous smaller wars in the 20th century, war continues unabated in
the early years of the 21st century. It ranges from terrorist attacks by individuals and small
groups to civil war within nations to international conflicts. Wars are initiated without
provocation. A doctrine of preemptive war is proclaimed.

This situation calls upon persons of religious faith to freshly examine their beliefs and theology
on matters of war and peace. Within Methodism we are long overdue for this kind of theological
discussion. Methodists United for Peace with Justice, an unofficial association of laity and
clergy, would like to encourage this process through a three step approach.

Substitute:

The 20™ century was one of the bloodiest in human history with two world wars and numerous
smaller wars. War continues unabated in the early years of the 21% century, ranging from
terrorist attacks, civil wars, and international conflicts. Claims are made for the legitimacy of
preemptive war.

The 20" century also saw the emergence of nonviolent responses to oppression and armed
aggression. This occurred in India, the U.S. civil rights movement, in Eastern Europe throwing
off the shackles of Communism, in South Africa, the Philippines, and elsewhere. This
experience offers the 21st century a tested alternative to military combat.

At this juncture persons of religious faith have an opportunity to freshly examine their beliefs
and theology on matters of war and peace. Within Methodism we are long overdue for this kind
of theological discussion. Methodists United for Peace with Justice, an unofficial association of
laity and clergy, would like to encourage this process through a four-step approach: on-line
resource material (based on the Wesleyan Quadrilateral), study groups, web-based dialogue, and
a conference.

B. Go to http://www.mupwj.org/quadrilateral.htm

1. In first sentence strike "United" so that it reads "Among Methodists the Wesleyan
Quadriateral......"

2. Biblical Perspective

Now on website

The Bible provides the foundation for the Quadrilateral in both the Old Testament and the New
Testament.

Read more...

Substitute

The Bible provides the foundation for the Quadrilateral. We consider teachings of the Old
Testament and the New Testament on matters of war and peace.

Read more....



3. Tradition: Christian History

Now on website

As Christianity spread from the Holy Land and interacted with different cultures and political
systems, approaches to war and peace multiplied.

Read more....

Add a second sentence so that it reads:

As Christianity spread from the Holy Land and interacted with different cultures and political
systems, approaches to war and peace multiplied. Today how Christians think about war and
peace issues is influenced by these traditions.

Read more....

4. Reason: Theological Perspectives

Now on website

Two millennia of Christianity have yielded a variety of theological perspectives on war and
peace, some of them contradictory.

Read more....

Add a new sentence at the beginning so that it reads,

The application of reason to Christian faith gains expression in theological analysis and
pronouncement. Two millennia of Christianity have yielded a variety of theological perspectives
on war and peace, some of them contradictory.

Read more....

5. Experience: Alternatives to War

Now on website:

During two thousand years a wide range of experience has developed on the application of
scriptural teachings to conflict situations.

Read more....

Substitute

In the Wesleyan Quadrilateral practical experience provides insights on the applicability of
scripture to daily living. Here we are particularly interested in experience with peaceable
methods for dealing with war and other conflict situations.

Read more.....
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Wesleyan Quadrilateral

Methodist tradition has a tool known as the Wesleyan Quadrilateral that provides a basis for
studying and gaining greater understanding of Christian faith. It encompasses Scripture,
Tradition, Reason, and Experience. We are proposing that the Quadrilateral serve as a tool
for studying the theology of war and peace. We will use this website to post articles on

different aspects of the Quadrilateral and provide references to other sources of information.
Read more....

Study and Dialogue

We encourage the formation of study groups on the theology of war and peace throughout the
United Methodist Church: in the United States, Africa, Asia, and Europe. This can occur in
local congregations, campus organizations, seminaries, and other places. To extend the
dialogue we invite study groups to post their conclusions on this website and respond to the
views of others. Individuals will be welcome to join this web-based discussion.

[Our project on the Theology of War and Peace is designed to promote study groups and
encourage web-based dialogue among them. ]

Study Groups

To broaden discussion of the theology of war and peace [within the global United Methodist
Church,] we call for the formation of study groups in local congregations, on college campuses,
in seminaries, within annual conferences, and in other organizations. Read more....

Web-based Dialogue

To extend discussion of [In Search of Security and] the theology of war and peace, we
encourage study groups to post their conclusions on this website and respond to the views of
others. This can be done through our section on Web-based Dialogue.

Read more.....

Conference
http://www.mupwj.org/studygroups.htm

To broaden discussion of the theology of war and peace we call for the formation of study
groups in local congregations, on college campuses, in seminaries, within annual conferences,
and in other organizations. We are giving particular attention to United Methodists around the
globe: in the United States, Africa, Asia, and Europe. But we also welcome participation from
Pan-Methodist denominations in the United States and autonomous Methodist churches that are
part of the World Methodist Council.

We suggest two major resources for study groups: (1) a study guide from the United Methodist
Council of Bishops entitled /n Search of Security and (2) resource material presented on this
website.






An Invitation to Participate
in a Project on the
Theology of War and Peace

Local United Methodist churches, campus organizations, youth groups, conference
units, theological seminaries, and other entities of the global United Methodist
Church are invited to join in study and dialogue on the theology of war and peace.

This project, organized by Methodists United for Peace with Justice, is intended to deepen
understanding of the underlying theology that informs and guides our actions on issues of war
and peace. The project is described at http://www.mupwj.org/theologyofwarandpeace.htm.
You can participate in three ways.

Form a Study Group

Local study groups will meet for in-depth exploration of the theology on war and peace. Within
the framework of the Wesleyan Quadrilateral, we are offering articles and linkages on our
website at http://www.mupwj.org/quadrilateral.htm. Each study group can proceed at it own
pace and can expand, combine, or skip topics as it chooses. Topics include:

Scripture: Biblical Perspectives

Old Testament Approaches to War and Peace -- New Testament: Dealing with Adversaries;
Reign of God -- Eschatological Writings of the Bible (concerning final events)

Tradition: Christian History

Emergence of Pacifism and Just War Theory -- Crusades -- Eastern Orthodox -- Methodist and
Evangelical United Brethren Traditions

Reason: Theological Perspectives

Pacifism -- Just War Theory -- Armageddon -- Liberation Theology -- Just Peacemaking
Experience: Alternatives to War

Nonviolent Action -- Diplomacy and International Law -- 20" Century Prophets and
Theologians

Participate in Web-based Dialogue

We encourage study groups to post their conclusions on our website and respond to the views of
others. We are now developing this process and will post it by May or June 2005 at
http://www.mupwg.org/dialogue.htm.

Attend a Conference

We are planning a Conference on the Theology of War and Peace in San Francisco, California in
September 2006 for representatives of study groups and other interested persons. Organized

along the lines of the Quadrilateral, this gathering will convene in the Wesleyan tradition of holy
conferencing. We will announce further details later at http://www.mupwg.org/conference.htm.

For further information, contact Howard W. Hallman, Chair, Methodists United for Peace with
Justice at hhallman@mupwj.org. April 2005



You are cordially invited to form a study group within your congregation and become part of a
Project on the Theology of War and Peace.

Organized by Methodists United for Peace with Justice, the project is intended to deepen
understanding of the underlying theology that informs and guides our actions on issues of war
and peace. The project is described at http://www.mupwj.org/theologyofwarandpeace.htm.
You can participate in three ways.

FORM A STUDY GROUP

Local study groups will meet for in-depth exploration of the theology on war and peace. Within
the framework of the Wesleyan Quadrilateral, topics include:

SCRIPTURE: Biblical Perspectives

-- Old Testament Approaches to War and Peace -- New Testament: Dealing with Adversaries;
Reign of God -- Eschatological Writings of the Bible

TRADITION: Christian History

-- Emergence of Pacifism and Just War Theory -- Crusades -- Eastern Orthodox -- Methodist and
Evangelical United Brethren Traditions

REASON: Theological Perspectives

-- Pacifism -- Just War Theory -- Armageddon -- Liberation Theology -- Just Peacemaking
EXPERIENCE: Alternatives to War

-- Nonviolent Action -- Diplomacy and International Law -- 20" Century Prophets and
Theologians

Background articles are available at http://www.mupwj.org/quadrilateral.htm. Each study group
can proceed at it own pace and can expand, combine, or skip topics as it chooses. Some groups
may want to start during the summer. Others can begin after Labor Day 2005.

PARTICIPATE IN WEB-BASED DIALOGUE

We encourage study groups to post their conclusions on our website and respond to the views of
others. We are now developing this process and will post it by May or June 2005 at
http://www.mupwg.org/dialogue.htm.

ATTEND A CONFERENCE

We are planning a Conference on the Theology of War and Peace in San Francisco, California in
September 2006 for representatives of study groups and other interested persons. Organized

along the lines of the Quadrilateral, this gathering will convene in the Wesleyan tradition of holy
conferencing. We will announce further details later at http://www.mupwg.org/conference.htm.

For further information, contact Howard W. Hallman, Chair, Methodists United for Peace with
Justice at hhallman@mupwj.org.



An Invitation to Participate
in a Project on the
Theology of War and Peace

Local United Methodist churches, campus organizations, youth groups, conference
units, theological seminaries, and other entities of the global United Methodist
Church are invited to join in study and dialogue on the theology of war and peace.

This project, organized by Methodists United for Peace with Justice, is intended to deepen
understanding of the underlying theology that informs and guides our actions on issues of war
and peace. The project is described at http://www.mupwj.org/theologyofwarandpeace.htm.
You can participate in three ways.

Form a Study Group

Local study groups will meet for in-depth exploration of the theology on war and peace. Within
the framework of the Wesleyan Quadrilateral, we are offering articles and linkages on our
website at http://www.mupwj.org/quadrilateral.htm. Each study group can proceed at it own
pace and can expand, combine, or skip topics as it chooses. Topics include:

Scripture: Biblical Perspectives

Old Testament Approaches to War and Peace -- New Testament: Dealing with Adversaries;
Reign of God -- Eschatological Writings of the Bible (concerning final events)

Tradition: Christian History

Emergence of Pacifism and Just War Theory -- Crusades -- Eastern Orthodox -- Reformation and
Peace Churches -- Methodist and Evangelical United Brethren Traditions

Reason: Theological Perspectives

Pacifism -- Just War Theory -- Armageddon -- Liberation Theology -- Just Peacemaking
Experience: Alternatives to War

Nonviolent Action -- Diplomacy and International Law -- 20" Century Prophets and
Theologians

Participate in Web-based Dialogue

We invite study groups to become study-and-dialogue partners by (a) participating in web-based
dialogue with other study groups and (b) contributing financially to the project. To become a
partner go to http://www.mupwj.org/partner.htm. We are now developing the dialogue process
and will post it by the end of May 2005 at http://www.mupwg.org/dialogue.htm.

Attend a Conference

We are planning a Conference on the Theology of War and Peace in San Francisco, California in
September 2006 for representatives of study groups and other interested persons. Organized

along the lines of the Quadrilateral, this gathering will convene in the Wesleyan tradition of holy
conferencing. We will announce further details later at http://www.mupwg.org/conference.htm.

For further information, contact Howard W. Hallman, Chair, Methodists United for Peace with
Justice at hhallman@mupwyj.org. May 2005



An Invitation to Participate
in a Project on the
Theology of War and Peace

Local United Methodist churches, campus organizations, youth groups, conference
units, theological seminaries, and other entities of the global United Methodist
Church are invited to join in study and dialogue on the theology of war and peace.

This project, organized by Methodists United for Peace with Justice, is intended to deepen
understanding of the underlying theology that informs and guides our actions on issues of war
and peace. The project is described at http://www.mupwj.org/theologyofwarandpeace.htm.
You can participate in three ways.

Form a Study Group

Local study groups will meet for in-depth exploration of the theology on war and peace. Within
the framework of the Wesleyan Quadrilateral, we are offering articles and linkages on our
website at http://www.mupwj.org/quadrilateral.htm. Each study group can proceed at it own
pace and can expand, combine, or skip topics as it chooses. Topics include:

Scripture: Biblical Perspectives

Old Testament Approaches to War and Peace -- New Testament: Dealing with Adversaries;
Reign of God -- Eschatological Writings of the Bible (concerning final events)

Tradition: Christian History

Emergence of Pacifism and Just War Theory -- Crusades -- Eastern Orthodox -- Reformation and
Peace Churches -- Methodist and Evangelical United Brethren Traditions

Reason: Theological Perspectives

Pacifism -- Just War Theory -- Armageddon -- Liberation Theology -- Just Peacemaking
Experience: Alternatives to War

Nonviolent Action -- Diplomacy and International Law -- 20" Century Prophets and
Theologians

Participate in Web-based Dialogue

We invite study groups to become study-and-dialogue partners by (a) participating in web-based
forum with other study groups and (b) contributing financially to the project. To become a
partner go to http://www.mupwj.org/partner.htm. We are now developing the process for the
forum and will post it by the end of May 2005 at http://www.mupwg.org/dialogue.htm.

Attend a Conference

We are planning a Conference on the Theology of War and Peace in San Francisco, California in
September 2006 for representatives of study groups and other interested persons. Organized

along the lines of the Quadrilateral, this gathering will convene in the Wesleyan tradition of holy
conferencing. We will announce further details later at http://www.mupwg.org/conference.htm.

For further information, contact Howard W. Hallman, Chair, Methodists United for Peace with
Justice at hhallman@mupwyj.org. May 2005



An Invitation to Participate
in a Project on the
Theology of War and Peace

Local United Methodist churches, campus organizations, youth groups, conference
units, theological seminaries, and other entities of the global United Methodist
Church are invited to join in study and dialogue on the theology of war and peace.

This project, organized by Methodists United for Peace with Justice, is intended to deepen
understanding of the underlying theology that informs and guides our actions on issues of war
and peace. The project is described at http://www.mupwj.org/theologyofwarandpeace.htm.
You can participate in three ways.

Form a Study Group

Local study groups will meet for in-depth exploration of the theology on war and peace. Within
the framework of the Wesleyan Quadrilateral, we are offering articles and linkages on our
website at http://www.mupwj.org/quadrilateral.htm. Each study group can proceed at it own
pace and can expand, combine, or skip topics as it chooses. Topics include:

Scripture: Biblical Perspectives

Old Testament Approaches to War and Peace -- New Testament: Dealing with Adversaries;
Reign of God -- Eschatological Writings of the Bible (concerning final events)

Tradition: Christian History

Emergence of Pacifism and Just War Theory -- Crusades -- Eastern Orthodox -- Reformation and
Peace Churches -- Methodist and Evangelical United Brethren Traditions

Reason: Theological Perspectives

Pacifism -- Just War Theory -- Armageddon -- Liberation Theology -- Just Peacemaking
Experience: Alternatives to War

Nonviolent Action -- Diplomacy and International Law -- 20" Century Prophets and
Theologians

Participate in a Web-based Forum

We invite study groups to become study-and-dialogue partners by (a) participating in a web-
based forum with other study groups and (b) contributing financially to the project. To become a
partner go to http://www.mupwj.org/partner.htm. We are now developing the process for the
forum and will post it by the end of May 2005 at http://www.mupwg.org/dialogue.htm.

Attend a Conference

We are planning a Conference on the Theology of War and Peace in San Francisco, California in
September 2006 for representatives of study groups and other interested persons. Organized

along the lines of the Quadrilateral, this gathering will convene in the Wesleyan tradition of holy
conferencing. We will announce further details later at http://www.mupwg.org/conference.htm.

For further information, contact Howard W. Hallman, Chair, Methodists United for Peace with
Justice at hhallman@mupwyj.org. May 2005



Peace with Justice
An Invitation to Participate
in a Project on the
Theology of War and Peace

Local United Methodist churches, campus organizations, youth groups, conference units,
theological seminaries, and other entities of the global United Methodist Church are invited to
Jjoin in study and dialogue on the theology of war and peace.

This project, organized by Methodists United for Peace with Justice, is intended to deepen
understanding of the underlying theology that informs and guides our actions on issues of war
and peace. The project is described at http://www.mupwj.org/theologyofwarandpeace.htm. It is
supported by a peace with justice grant from the Baltimore/Washington Conference. You can
participate in three ways.

Form a Study Group

Local study groups will meet for in-depth exploration of the theology on war and peace. Within
the framework of the Wesleyan Quadrilateral, we are offering articles and linkages on our
website at http://www.mupwj.org/quadrilateral.htm. Each study group can proceed at it own
pace and can expand, combine, or skip topics as it chooses. Topics include:

Scripture: Biblical Perspectives

Old Testament Approaches to War and Peace -- New Testament: Dealing with Adversaries;
Reign of God -- Eschatological Writings of the Bible (concerning final events)

Tradition: Christian History

Emergence of Pacifism and Just War Theory -- Crusades -- Eastern Orthodox -- Reformation and
Peace Churches -- Methodist and Evangelical United Brethren Traditions

Reason: Theological Perspectives

Pacifism -- Just War Theory -- Armageddon -- Liberation Theology -- Just Peacemaking
Experience: Alternatives to War

Nonviolent Action -- Diplomacy and International Law -- 20" Century Prophets & Theologians

Participate in a Web-based Forum

We invite study groups to become study-and-dialogue partners by (a) participating with other
study groups in a web-based forum and (b) contributing financially to the project. To become a
partner go to http://www.mupwj.org/partner.htm. We are now developing the forum process and
will have it ready to go in early June

Attend a Conference

We are planning a Conference on the Theology of War and Peace in San Francisco, California in
September 2006 for representatives of study groups and other interested persons. Organized

along the lines of the Quadrilateral, this gathering will convene in the Wesleyan tradition of holy
conferencing. We will announce further details later at http://www.mupwg.org/conference.htm.

For further information, contact Howard W. Hallman, Chair, Methodists United for Peace with
Justice at hhallman@mupwyj.org. May 2005



Articles Wanted on Theology of War and Peace

Methodists United for Peace with Justice has embarked on a project on the Theology of War
and Peace. It is described at http:// www.mupwj.org/theologyofwarandpeace.htm. We have
started posting articles on our website for use by local study groups. We are seeking additional
articles on topics listed below.

The purpose is to provide information for members of local groups engaged in study of the
theology of war and peace. An article might be 6-8 pages or 1,200 to 2,000 words in length.
Because this is a low-budget project, we are asking authors to contribute their articles pro bono.

Old Testament
A featured article depicting the evolving approaches to war and peace in the Old Testament.
Short scriptural references will be useful for study and reading aloud with a study group.

Reign of God
The nature of the Kingdom of God here and now as taught by Jesus in the Gospels.

Eschatological Writings of the Bible

A review of biblical passages dealing with eschatology (concerning final events), particularly as
they relate to matters of war and peace. For example, Ezekiel 38 & 39, Daniel, Zechariah 12-14.
Matthew 24:4-51, Mark 13:3-37, Luke 21:8-36, Matthew 25:31-46, Revelation

Crusades
For the section on Tradition: Christian History an article on the Crusades (directed toward the
Holy Land) and also inter-religious wars in Europe. The underlying theology and scripture.

Eastern Orthodox Approach to War and Peace
How it builds on and diverges from Just War theory of the Catholic Church. Theological and
biblical basis.

Theology of Pacifism
We have an article dealing with the biblical basis of pacifism. We need an article on the
theology of pacifism (for instance, considering God's nature and relationship to humankind).

Theological and Biblical Basis of Just War Theory
We have material on just war principles. We are interested in the underlying theological and
biblical foundation.

Liberation Theology

An article on Liberation theology as it emerged in Latin America in the last 35 years, particularly
in relationship to violence vs. nonviolence in achieving political change. We would consider
separate articles on war and peace derived from Black theology and Feminist theology.

Armageddon
Beliefs associated with the final battle of Armageddon and how those beliefs influence views on
current events in the Middle East.

If you are interested in writing one of these articles, please contact Howard W. Hallman, Chair,
Methodists United for Peace with Justice at 1500 16" Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036.
E-mail: hhallman@mupj.org. Telephone: 301 896-0013. March 2005



April 28, 2005
Dear Bishop Vixby:

Methodists United for Peace with Justice has initiated a project on the
Theology of War and Peace. The purpose is to encourage study and dialogue
within the global United Methodist Church on this subject. The project is
described at http://www.mupwj.org/theologyofwarandpeace.htm. We hope
that you and others from the Eurasia Area might participate.

The project has four components:

(1) Posting study material at http://www.mupwj.org/quadrilateral.htm

(2) Organizing study groups in local congregations, on college campuses, and
elsewhere. See http://www.mupwj.org/studygroups.htm

(3) Web-based dialogue among study groups.

(4) A conference in San Francisco, California in September 2006.

Study material is organized according to the Wesleyan Quadrilateral of
Scripture, Tradition, Reason, and Experience. Under Experience we are
emphasizing nonviolent action and reconciliation, which are ways of carrying
out Jesus' teachings in the Sermon on the Mount. Initial articles are posted at
http://www.mupwj.org/nonviolentaction.htm#acenturyofexperience.

We are looking for articles five to six pages (1,200 to 2,000 words) in length

that describe such experience in Eastern Europe and Russia during the last 20
years in replacement of Communist regimes. Would you or someone else in

your area be willing to provide one or more articles along these lines?

Would it be possible to organize study groups in your area, such as in
congregations or at the seminary? An invitation to participate is enclosed. At
present study material on our website is in English. We are looking for
opportunities to translate certain articles into other languages.

I will seek you out at the Council of Bishops next week to explore these
possibilities.

With best regards,

Howard W. Hallman
Chair



May 2, 2005
Dear United Methodist Bishop:

As an unofficial association of laity and clergy, Methodists United for Peace
with Justice has initiated a project on the Theology of War and Peace. The
purpose is to encourage study and dialogue on this subject within the global
United Methodist Church. We want you to know about the project and ask for
your support and cooperation on certain aspects. A fuller description of the
project is posted at http://www.mupwj.org/theologyofwarandpeace.htm.

The project has four components.

(1) Posting studying material in the form of articles and linkages, organized
according to the Wesleyan Quadrilateral: Scripture, Tradition, Reason, and
Experience. See http://www.mupwj.org/quadrilateral.htm. Under the fourth
category we are seeking articles on experience with nonviolent action and
reconciliation in different settings. If you have knowledge of such experience,
we invite you to write an article, or to have some one in your conference do so.
We are seeking articles six to eight pages (1,200 to 2,000 words) in length.
Please contact me at hhallman@mupwj.org for further details.

(2) Forming study groups in local congregations, on college campuses, in
seminaries, and elsewhere to consider the theology of war and peace. An
invitation is attached. We would appreciate your distributing this invitation to
churches and others in your conference.

(3) Encouraging web-based dialogue among study groups and other
interested persons. We are now developing the process for this component. It
should be ready for use by June.

(4) Holding a conference on the theology of war and peace. It will be held in
San Francisco, California, USA. It is tentatively scheduled for September 28
to October 1, 2006. We will provide you more details later.

We will greatly appreciate your input and support for this project on the
theology of war and peace.

Shalom,

Howard W. Hallman
Chair



Books read

April 2005
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Durham: Duke University Press, 2001. Wesley: 241 H368h
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Dear

We are writing to you and other church history teachers at United Methodist seminaries, seeking
authors for two articles for posting on our website in connection with a project on the Theology
of War and Peace. We have initiated this project to encourage study and dialogue on this subject
within the global United Methodist Church. The project is described at
http://www.mupwj.org/theologyofwarandpeace.htm

The topics are as follows:

"Crusades" About the Crusades directed toward the Holy Land. The underlying scripture and
theology that provided a rationale for these holy wars.

"Protestant Reformation and Peace Churches" Approaches to war and peace by Luther, Zwingli,
Calvin, and Knox (for example) contrasted to peace churches (Mennonites, Society of Friends,
and Church of the Brethren) that emerged in the same period.

Articles are written for use by study groups in local congregations, on college campuses, and
elsewhere. An article can run from six to eight pages or 1,200 to 2,000 words in length. As a
low budget project, we are asking authors to contribute their writing pro bono.

We are organizing study material according to the Wesleyan Quadrilateral. These two articles
will be posted under Tradition: Christian History at http://www.mupwj.org/tradition-

christianhistory.htm.

We expect study groups to start functioning in the fall. Therefore, we are trying to have as many
articles posted by the end of June to help them prepare.

If you are interested in writing one of these articles, please reply by e-mail to
hhallman@mupwj.org or call me at 301 896-0013.

Shalom,



http://www.wtn.org/2002/12/msg00166.html

http://gbgm-umc.org/global news/full article.cfm?articleid=1326

Commentary: Methodists are called to witness for peace

By Bishop C. Dale White* Once again we are a nation bedeviled by the ancient curse of war
hysteria. Once again in this holy season, the followers of the Prince of Peace are called to a
courageous witness for a just peace. We are stewards of the cosmic dream of the Creator God for
shalom on planet earth. Surely this is a "kairos" moment for Christian peacemakers. Since the
end of the Cold War, it has proven difficult to arouse anyone's interest in matters of war and
peace. Suddenly a "teachable moment" has been forced upon the church. Many United
Methodists have been asking for guidance from their leaders. They want to know: What does the
church teach about war and peace? What is the United Methodist heritage? For the first four
centuries of Christendom, Christians were mainly pacifists. They refused to participate in all
killing, military service and warfare. A strain of pacifism has continued in Methodism. The
founder of the Methodist movement, John Wesley condemned all war as the prime example of
human depravity. For decades, the moral witness of the General Conference, the denomination's
highest legislative body and the only entity authorized to speak for the church, has been clear and
concise: "We believe war is incompatible with the teachings and example of Christ. We therefore
reject war as an instrument of national foreign policy and insist that the first moral duty of all
nations is to resolve by peaceful means every dispute that arises between or among them." Now
some are saying that pacifism is unrealistic, and that the just war theory must be the norm for
Christians. The General Conference of 2000 for the first time confessed: "We also acknowledge
that most Christians regretfully realize that, when peaceful alternatives have failed, the force of
arms may be preferable to unchecked aggression, tyranny and genocide." Remembering how
Jesus said, "He who takes up the sword will perish by the sword," the Methodist witness is to be
profoundly skeptical that any war is just. Once the beast of war is uncaged, it becomes very
difficult to restrain. Wars in the past century have spawned an excess of barbarism. Moral
restraints have been overwhelmed. Nations have used poison gas, fire raids, nuclear weapons,
and napalm against civilians and military personnel alike. For five decades the world has lived
under the nuclear threat of "mutually assured destruction." Christians have a sacred obligation to
lead in the search for a just peace. Our covenantal obligations as members of the body of Christ
are clear. We are the followers of the Prince of Peace. Our Lord's assurance that peacemakers are
especially blessed reassures us. Our Christian compassion motivates us. Our essential concern
for justice and righteousness goads us to act. The Holy Spirit guides and empowers us. Although
we may feel inadequate to address complex global issues, we should remember the charge that
Jesus gave to the 12 disciples when he sent them out on the first missionary journey. He said:
"You will be dragged before governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them and the
Gentiles. When they hand you over, do not worry about what you are to say; for what you are to
say will be given to you at that time." (Matthew 10:18.) Courageous witness will be guided and
blessed by God! In the pastoral letter "In Defense of Creation," the Council of Bishops asked
United Methodists "to become evangelists of shalom, making the ways of Jesus the model of
discipleship, embracing all neighbors near and far, all friends and enemies, and becoming
defenders of God's good creation, and to pray without ceasing for peace in our time." # # #
*White, now retired, was chairman of the Council of Bishops committee that produced the
widely used "In Defense of Creation" letter. Commentaries provided by United Methodist News
Service do not necessarily represent the opinions or policies of UMNS or the United Methodist
Church.






Dear Campus Minister:

As you plan for activities on your campus for the fall 2005, I invite you to become part of global
study and dialogue on the Theology of War and Peace. Organized by Methodists United for
Peace with Justice, the project is intended to deepen understanding of the underlying theology
that informs and guides our actions on issues of war and peace. With world events as they are,
many students may be interested in this topic. The project is described at
http://www.mupwj.org/theologyofwarandpeace.htm.

The project will involve local churches, campus organizations, theological seminaries, and other
entities of the global United Methodist Church. Your campus ministry can participate in three
ways.

FORM A STUDY GROUP

You can form a new study group, use an existing committee, or organize a Sunday school class
for in-depth exploration of the theology on war and peace. Within the framework of the
Wesleyan Quadrilateral, topics include:

SCRIPTURE: Biblical Perspectives

-- Old Testament Approaches to War and Peace -- New Testament: Dealing with Adversaries;
Reign of God -- Eschatological Writings of the Bible

TRADITION: Christian History

-- Emergence of Pacifism and Just War Theory -- Crusades -- Eastern Orthodox -- Reformation
and Peace Churches -- Methodist and Evangelical United Brethren Traditions

REASON: Theological Perspectives

-- Pacifism -- Just War Theory -- Armageddon -- Liberation Theology -- Just Peacemaking
EXPERIENCE: Alternatives to War

-- Nonviolent Action -- Diplomacy and International Law -- 20" Century Prophets and
Theologians

Background articles are available at http://www.mupwj.org/quadrilateral.htm. Each study group
can proceed at it own pace and can expand, combine, or skip topics as it chooses.

PARTICIPATE IN WEB-BASED DIALOGUE

We invite study groups to become study-and-dialogue partners by (a) participating in web-based
dialogue with other study groups and (b) contributing financially to the project. To become a
partner go to http://www.mupwj.org/partner.htm. We are now developing the dialogue process
and will post it by the end of May 2005 at http://www.mupwg.org/dialogue.htm.

ATTEND A CONFERENCE

We are planning a Conference on the Theology of War and Peace in San Francisco, California in
September 2006 for representatives of study groups and other interested persons. Organized

along the lines of the Quadrilateral, this gathering will convene in the Wesleyan tradition of holy
conferencing. We will announce further details later at http://www.mupwg.org/conference.htm.

For further information, please contact me at hhallman@mupwj.org or 301 896-0013.

Shalom,



Dear

We cordially invite your congregation to join in study and dialogue on the Theology of War and
Peace. Organized by Methodists United for Peace with Justice, the project is intended to deepen
understanding of the underlying theology that informs and guides our actions on issues of war
and peace. It will involve study groups throughout the global United Methodist Church.

The project is described at http://www.mupwj.org/theologyofwarandpeace.htm. It is supported
in part by a peace with justice grant from the Baltimore Washington Conference. Your
congregate can participate in three ways.

FORM A STUDY GROUP

As you develop your upcoming fall and winter activities, you can form a new study group, use
an existing committee, or organize a Sunday school class for in-depth exploration of the theology
on war and peace. Within the framework of the Wesleyan Quadrilateral, topics include:

SCRIPTURE: Biblical Perspectives

-- Old Testament Approaches to War and Peace -- New Testament: Dealing with Adversaries;
Reign of God -- Eschatological Writings of the Bible

TRADITION: Christian History

-- Emergence of Pacifism and Just War Theory -- Crusades -- Eastern Orthodox -- Reformation
and Peace Churches -- Methodist and Evangelical United Brethren Traditions

REASON: Theological Perspectives

-- Pacifism -- Just War Theory -- Armageddon -- Liberation Theology -- Just Peacemaking
EXPERIENCE: Alternatives to War

-- Nonviolent Action -- Diplomacy and International Law -- 20" Century Prophets and
Theologians

Background articles are available at http://www.mupwj.org/quadrilateral.htm. Each study group
can proceed at it own pace and can expand, combine, or skip topics as it chooses.

PARTICIPATE IN A WEB-BASED FORUM

We invite study groups to become study-and-dialogue partners by (a) participating in a web-
based forum with other study groups and (b) contributing financially to the project. To become a
partner, go to http://www.mupwj.org/partner.htm. We are now developing the process for the
web-based forum and will post it on our website in June.

ATTEND A CONFERENCE

We are planning a Conference on the Theology of War and Peace in San Francisco, California in
September 2006 for representatives of study groups and other interested persons. Organized

along the lines of the Quadrilateral, this gathering will convene in the Wesleyan tradition of holy
conferencing. We will announce further details later at http://www.mupwg.org/conference.htm.

Please let me know whether your congregation wants to participate in this project. For more
information, you can reply to this e-message or call me at 301 896-0013.

Shalom,
Howard W. Hallman, Chair



Methodists United for Peace with Justice

1500 16th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036
Phone: 301 896-0013; e-mail: hhallman@mupwj.org
Website: www.mupwj.org



mailto:hhallman@mupwj.org
http://www.mupwj.org/

Dear

We cordially invite your congregation to join in study and dialogue on the Theology of War and
Peace. Organized by Methodists United for Peace with Justice, the project is intended to deepen
understanding of the underlying theology that informs and guides our actions on issues of war
and peace. It will involve study groups throughout the global United Methodist Church.

The project is described at http://www.mupwj.org/theologyofwarandpeace.htm. Your
congregation can participate in three ways.

FORM A STUDY GROUP

As you develop your upcoming fall and winter activities, you can form a new study group, use
an existing committee, or organize a Sunday school class for in-depth exploration of the theology
on war and peace. Within the framework of the Wesleyan Quadrilateral, topics include:

SCRIPTURE: Biblical Perspectives

-- Old Testament Approaches to War and Peace -- New Testament: Dealing with Adversaries;
Reign of God -- Eschatological Writings of the Bible

TRADITION: Christian History

-- Emergence of Pacifism and Just War Theory -- Crusades -- Eastern Orthodox -- Reformation
and Peace Churches -- Methodist and Evangelical United Brethren Traditions

REASON: Theological Perspectives

-- Pacifism -- Just War Theory -- Armageddon -- Liberation Theology -- Just Peacemaking
EXPERIENCE: Alternatives to War

-- Nonviolent Action -- Diplomacy and International Law -- 20" Century Prophets and
Theologians

Background articles are available at http://www.mupwj.org/quadrilateral.htm. Each study group
can proceed at it own pace and can expand, combine, or skip topics as it chooses.

PARTICIPATE IN A WEB-BASED FORUM

We invite study groups to become study-and-dialogue partners by (a) participating in a web-
based forum with other study groups and (b) contributing financially to the project. To become a
partner, go to http://www.mupwj.org/partner.htm. We are now developing the process for the
web-based forum and will post it on our website in August.

ATTEND A CONFERENCE

We are planning a Conference on the Theology of War and Peace in San Francisco, California in
September 2006 for representatives of study groups and other interested persons. Organized

along the lines of the Quadrilateral, this gathering will convene in the Wesleyan tradition of holy
conferencing. We will announce further details later at http://www.mupwg.org/conference.htm.

Please let me know whether your congregation wants to participate in this project. For more
information, you can reply to this e-message or call me at 301 896-0013.

Shalom,
Howard W. Hallman, Chair

Methodists United for Peace with Justice



1500 16th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036
Phone: 301 896-0013; e-mail: hhallman@mupwj.org
Website: www.mupwj.org



mailto:hhallman@mupwj.org
http://www.mupwj.org/

Dear

Our project on the Theology of War and Peace is developing well. We have many articles on
our website at http://www.mupwj.org/quadrilateral.htm and will have more in the months ahead.
We are working out a process for a web-based forum, which should be operative by the end of
August.

We are hoping that a number of study groups will start meeting after Labor Day. Ideally we
would like to have study groups in every annual conference. Can you help us connect with at
least one or two churches in the Conference?

Attached below is an invitation for local churches. A PDF version is available at
http://www.mupwj.org/invitation.pdf.

Thanks for your assistance,
Howard

Howard W. Hallman, Chair

Methodists United for Peace with Justice

1500 16th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036
Phone: 301 896-0013; e-mail: hhallman@mupwj.org
Website: www.mupwj.org

HiHt
AN INVITATION FROM METHODISTS UNITED FOR PEACE WITH JUSTICE

We cordially invite your congregation to join in study and dialogue on the Theology of War and
Peace. Organized by Methodists United for Peace with Justice, the project is intended to deepen
understanding of the underlying theology that informs and guides our actions on issues of war
and peace. It will involve study groups throughout the global United Methodist Church.

The project is described at http://www.mupwj.org/theologyofwarandpeace.htm. Your
congregate can participate in three ways.

FORM A STUDY GROUP

As you develop your upcoming fall and winter activities, you can form a new study group, use
an existing committee, or organize a Sunday school class for in-depth exploration of the theology
on war and peace. Within the framework of the Wesleyan Quadrilateral, topics include:

SCRIPTURE: Biblical Perspectives

-- Old Testament Approaches to War and Peace -- New Testament: Dealing with Adversaries;
Reign of God -- Eschatological Writings of the Bible

TRADITION: Christian History

-- Emergence of Pacifism and Just War Theory -- Crusades -- Eastern Orthodox -- Reformation
and Peace Churches -- Methodist and Evangelical United Brethren Traditions

REASON: Theological Perspectives

-- Pacifism -- Just War Theory -- Armageddon -- Liberation Theology -- Just Peacemaking
EXPERIENCE: Alternatives to War

-- Nonviolent Action -- Diplomacy and International Law -- 20" Century Prophets and
Theologians


mailto:hhallman@mupwj.org
http://www.mupwj.org/

Background articles are available at http://www.mupwj.org/quadrilateral.htm. Each study group
can proceed at it own pace and can expand, combine, or skip topics as it chooses.

PARTICIPATE IN A WEB-BASED FORUM

We invite study groups to become study-and-dialogue partners by (a) participating in a web-
based forum with other study groups and (b) contributing financially to the project. To become a
partner, go to http://www.mupwj.org/partner.htm. We are now developing the process for the
web-based forum and will post it on our website by the end of August.

ATTEND A CONFERENCE

We are planning a Conference on the Theology of War and Peace in San Francisco, California
on September 28 to October 1, 2006 for representatives of study groups and other interested
persons. Organized along the lines of the Quadrilateral, this gathering will convene in the
Wesleyan tradition of holy conferencing. We will announce further details later at
http://www.mupwg.org/conference.htm.

For further information, get in touch with Howard W. Hallman, chair, Methodists United for
Peace with Justice, at hhallman@mupwj.org or at 301 896-0013.



United Methodist Young People's Ministries are cordially invited to participate in a project on
the Theology of War and Peace. Organized by Methodists United for Peace with Justice, the
project is intended to deepen understanding of the underlying theology that informs and guides
our actions on issues of war and peace.

As youth and young adults take up the United Methodist Bishops' quadrennial theme, "Making
Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World", they will want a theological
grounding on approaches to war and peace. This will help empower them to work as agents of
peace, justice, and mercy and serve as advocates in dealing with these issues.

As described at http://www.mupwj.org/theologyofwarandpeace.htm, the project will involve
local churches (including groups of all ages), campus organizations, theological seminaries, and
other entities of the global United Methodist Church. Youth and young adults can participate in
three ways.

FORM A STUDY GROUP

An existing youth or young adult group or Sunday school class, or a new one, can embark upon
in-depth exploration of the theology on war and peace. Within the framework of the Wesleyan
Quadprilateral, topics to consider include:

SCRIPTURE: Biblical Perspectives

-- Old Testament Approaches to War and Peace -- New Testament: Dealing with Adversaries;
Reign of God -- Eschatological Writings of the Bible

TRADITION: Christian History

-- Emergence of Pacifism and Just War Theory -- Crusades -- Eastern Orthodox -- Reformation
and Peace Churches -- Methodist and Evangelical United Brethren Traditions

REASON: Theological Perspectives

-- Pacifism -- Just War Theory -- Armageddon -- Liberation Theology -- Just Peacemaking
EXPERIENCE: Alternatives to War

-- Nonviolent Action -- Diplomacy and International Law -- 20" Century Prophets and
Theologians

Background articles are available at http://www.mupwj.org/quadrilateral.htm. Each study group
can proceed at it own pace and can expand, combine, or skip topics as it chooses.

PARTICIPATE IN A WEB-BASED FORUM

Study groups can become study-and-dialogue partners by participating in a web-based forum
with other study groups. To become a partner, go to http://www.mupwj.org/partner.htm. The
web-based forum is now under development and will be operative by the end of June 2005.

ATTEND A CONFERENCE

There will be a Conference on the Theology of War and Peace in San Francisco, California in
September 2006 for representatives of study groups and other interested persons. Organized
along the lines of the Quadrilateral, this gathering will convene in the Wesleyan tradition of holy
conferencing. Further details will be announced later at http://www.mupwg.org/conference.htm.

For further information, please contact Howard W. Hallman, chair, Methodists United for Peace
with Justice, at hhallman@mupwj.org or 301 896-0013.



Sample text for an e-mail message on Project on Theology of War and Peace to BW Conf..
Dear Rev.

We cordially invite your congregation to participate in study and dialogue on the Theology of
War and Peace. Organized by Methodists United for Peace with Justice, the project is intended
to deepen understanding of the underlying theology that informs and guides our actions on issues
of war and peace. We are supported in part by a peace with justice grant from the
Baltimore/Washington Conference.

The project is described at http://www.mupwj.org/theologyofwarandpeace.htm. It will involve
local churches, campus organizations, theological seminaries, and other entities of the global
United Methodist Church. Your congregation can participate in three ways.

FORM A STUDY GROUP

As you plan your program for this fall, you can form a new study group, use an existing
committee, or organize a Sunday school class for in-depth exploration of the theology on war
and peace. Within the framework of the Wesleyan Quadrilateral, topics include:

SCRIPTURE: Biblical Perspectives

-- Old Testament Approaches to War and Peace -- New Testament: Dealing with Adversaries;
Reign of God -- Eschatological Writings of the Bible

TRADITION: Christian History

-- Emergence of Pacifism and Just War Theory -- Crusades -- Eastern Orthodox -- Reformation
and Peace Churches -- Methodist and Evangelical United Brethren Traditions

REASON: Theological Perspectives

-- Pacifism -- Just War Theory -- Armageddon -- Liberation Theology -- Just Peacemaking
EXPERIENCE: Alternatives to War

-- Nonviolent Action -- Diplomacy and International Law -- 20" Century Prophets and
Theologians

Background articles are available at http://www.mupwj.org/quadrilateral.htm. Each study group
can proceed at it own pace and can expand, combine, or skip topics as it chooses. It is likely to
take at least 10 to 12 sessions to cover the subject, though abbreviated study is possible.

PARTICIPATE IN A WEB-BASED FORUM

Study groups are invited to become study-and-dialogue partners by (a) participating in a web-
based forum with other study groups and (b) contributing financially to the project. To become a
partner, go to http://www.mupwj.org/partner.htm. The forum process is now being developed
and will be posted on our website in June.

ATTEND A CONFERENCE

There will be a Conference on the Theology of War and Peace in San Francisco, California in
September 2006 for representatives of study groups and other interested persons. Organized
along the lines of the Quadrilateral, this gathering will convene in the Wesleyan tradition of holy
conferencing. Further details will be announced later at http://www.mupwg.org/conference.htm.

For further information, please reply by e-mail or call me at 301 896-0013.



With best regards,



http://www.catalystresources.org/issues/302hill.html
ESCHATOLOGY FOR THE REST OF US

Anyone who doubts the extent to which the Left Behind phenomenon now dominates Christian
publishing is encouraged to visit any Barnes & Noble or Borders bookstore, where T. LaHaye
and J. Jenkins’s dark apocalyptic novels monopolize the religion section to a degree that even
Bill Gates might envy. Alongside the novels are Left Behind comics, guides, and videos, plus a
legion of supplementary texts written by LaHaye/Jenkins as well as their many adjuncts and
imitators. Clearly, the last days are big business, what my teacher R. Jewett memorably labeled
“the doom boom” (“Coming to Terms with the Doom Boom,” Quarterly Review 4.3 [1984] 9-
22).

Like H. Lindsey’s 1970s blockbuster, The Late Great Planet Earth, the Left Behind books are
written from the side of “premillennial dispensationalism,” a system of biblical interpretation
first articulated by J.N. Darby over a century and a half ago. Among Darby’s distinctive beliefs
is the idea that Christ will return twice, first to “rapture” (from the Latin raptus, “snatch up”)
Christians to heaven, followed a few years later by his return to earth to rule for a thousand
years.

Even if one grants its literalistic presuppositions (which I do not), premillennial
dispen—sation—al—ism is a deeply flawed reading of the Bible. For example, it is a simple fact
that no biblical author anticipated multiple returns of Christ. The text usually cited in defense of
a separate “rapture” of the saints is 1 Thess 4:16-17: “For the Lord himself, with a cry of
command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from
heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught
up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord
forever.”

It is likely that Paul wrote to allay the Thessalonians’ concern that deceased believers would not
participate in Christ’s earthly kingdom. Among other things, this makes sense of v 13, where
Paul feels compelled to instruct his converts concerning the resurrection. It seems unlikely that
Paul would not already have mentioned the subject of resurrection, but it is quite possible that he
had not specifically related the resurrection of believers to the return of Christ. Hence v 14: “For
since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him
those who have died.”

The word Paul used for “meet(ing),” apanteésis, in verse 17 is a technical term “used of citizens,
or a group of them, going out of the city to meet a visiting dignitary and then escorting him back
into the city” (cf. A.J. Malherbe, The Letters to the Thessalonians, AB 32B [Doubleday, 2000]
277). The same word is used in Acts 28:15 for the meeting of Paul and his Christian escort
outside of Rome. Hence, the force of v 14: “God will bring with him those who have died.”
Likewise, 3:13 refers to “the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.” Paul nowhere speaks
of multiple returns of Christ nor, for that matter, of multiple resurrections, which would be
required were ch. 4 to refer to an initial gathering of the saints to heaven (for a fuller treatment of
this subject, see the appendix “Not Left Behind” in my /n God’s Time: The Bible and the Future



[Wm.B. Eerdmans, 2002]).

There are a number of reasons to be concerned about the influence of writers like LaHaye, not
least because of their tendency to demonize those groups and institutions with which they
disagree (e.g., the United Nations, the Roman Catholic Church, and the World Council of
Churches). As a United Methodist, however, it might seem that I would have little cause for
concern since only a minority of the eight million members of my denomination (along with
other “mainline” churches) read, much less believe, this material. What is more problematic, in
my opinion, are the negative perceptions reinforced by most apocalyptic speculation.
Under—standably, many people look with disdain on the date-setting and text-twisting habits of
so many end times authors. Moreover, they reject the deeply pessimistic worldview that
dominates such books, together with their often reactionary politics. It is not surprising,
therefore, to see eschatology neglected or even dismissed in our churches. One consequence is
the popularity of recent books claiming that the “historical Jesus” wanted nothing to do with
eschatology. This revisionist account flies in the face of the evidence; nevertheless, it scratches
where a lot of mainline Protestants itch. Surely Jesus was just as reasonable about all of this as
we are!

Should we not rid ourselves of eschatology and just get on with the business of being Christians?
If by “eschatology” one means prophetic conjecturing and last days fantasizing, then yes, that
sort of eschatology is altogether dispensable, and the sooner the better. It is regrettable, however,
that the Christian hope is so frequently reduced to such a miserable caricature. Classical
eschatology is much grander and far more vital. At heart, it is the belief that God—not evil,
suffering, death, and futility—is the final reality in the cosmos. This hope is at the very heart of
Christian faith. As J. Moltmann put it, “From first to last, and not merely in the epilogue,
Christianity is eschatology....The eschatological is not one element of Christianity, but it is the
medium of Christian faith as such, the key in which everything in it is set, the glow that suffuses
everything here in the dawn of an expected new day (Theology of Hope [Fortress, 1993] 16).

Or, in the words of K. Barth, “Christianity that is not entirely and altogether eschatology has
entirely and altogether nothing to do with Christ” (cf. The Epistle to the Romans [Oxford, 1933]
314). One might equally say that it has nothing to do with God, if indeed God is the Redeemer as
well as the Creator of the cosmos.

The Christian philosopher, J. Walls, wrote that our eschatological faith “allows us to hope that
the worst things that happen can yet come to a good end rather than to dread the prospect that the
best things will come to a bad end” (Heaven: The Logic of Eternal Joy [Oxford, 2002] 200). The
alternative is to posit a universe that is ultimately meaningless, such as that which microbiologist
J. Monod described as “an abyss of darkness” whose final end is not noise and fury, but silence
and futility, signifying nothing (in H. Smith, Why Religion Matters: The Fate of the Human
Spirit in an Age of Disbelief [HarperCollins, 2001] 41).

Unfortunately, most popular books that deal with eschatology fall into one of two equal-but-
opposite errors, which I refer to as “uncritical infatuation” and “overhasty divorce.” In the first
instance, biblical teachings about the future are embraced without much thought being given to
their particular historical context, original meaning, diversity of perspective, and so on. Such



books might theorize at length about the interpretation of Revelation, but they almost never
address the fact that it is only one of a number of ancient apocalypses, some of which predate it
by centuries. Other inconvenient problems are also overlooked, such as the fact that the author of
Revelation, like many other NT writers, expected Christ to return in his lifetime. Coming to
terms with the Bible requires facing such difficulties squarely. Last days books that do so are
very few and far between.

The opposite mistake, mentioned above, is to focus only on the problems and so to conclude that
eschatology is an antiquated and disposable relic of our primitive past, an uncouth relative who
should have been shown the door long ago. This is an understandable reaction; nevertheless, it is
ultimately self-defeating. As I have stated in my book, “[T]heologies are like organic systems in
which a change in one part affects every other part. Micro-organisms might seem
inconsequential, but they are essential to all of life. If they go down, the whole system eventually
goes down with them. Eschatology is similarly basic. Its elimination undermines all of Christian
theology” (9).

I wrote this book to define and defend the broad middle ground between these extremes, to show
that it is possible to take the difficulties seriously without jettisoning the core of Christian hope.
As I have already indicated, it is the second problem, that of neglecting or rejecting eschatology,
that is my primary concern. By and large, mainline Protestantism suffers from an enfeebled, not
an overheated, expectation.

Why does it matter? In part, because the gospel places demands upon us that conflict at so many
points with our worldly self-interest. Loving our enemies might not make us happy. Serving the
poor probably will not advance us socially or economically. It is no accident that the radical ethic
of Jesus is situated within an equally radical proclamation of the coming reign of God. That is
the only context within which it makes sense. To attempt to follow Jesus’ teaching while denying
its central affirmation is an exercise in futility. “Eschatological demands require eschatological
commitments and eschatological resources” (198).

To live as a Christian is to live in hope. That is not always easy; in fact, it can be exceedingly
difficult. Nevertheless, we believe that, when all is said and done, our “hope does not disappoint
us” (Rom 5:5a). That is the eschatological faith of Jesus Christ, in which we all have a stake and
a share.

By Craig C. Hill, John Wesley Fellow, and Professor of NT, Wesley Theological Seminary.



Theology of War and Peace: Abridgement for Translation into Other Languages
Shortened introduction: http://www.mupwj.org/theologyofwarandpeace.htm
Wesleyan Quadrilateral: first 2 paragraphs of http://www.mupwj.org/quadrilateral.htm

Scripture: Biblical Perspectives

"War and Peace in the Old Testament" (to be written by Harold Washington, St. Paul School of
Theology)

"Dealing with Adversaries: New Testament Teachings by World and Deed" by Howard W.
Hallman http://www.mupwj.org/dealingwithadversaries.htm

Perhaps:

"Reign of God" (as taught by Jesus in Gospels; author sought)

Tradition: Christian History
"Development of Christian Responses to War and Peace" by D. Stephen Long:
http://www.mupwj.org/stephenlong.htm

Reason: Theological Perspectives

"A Short Catechism on Christian Pacifism" by George Hunsinger:
http://www.mupwj.org/hunsinger.htm

"The Just War Tradition and Christian Discipleship" by Daniel M. Bell, Jr.
http://www.mupwj.org/danielbell.htm

"Liberation Theology" (to be written by Harold Recinos of Perkins School of Theology)

"Just Peacemaking" (This is Glen Stassen's initiative. Material now in hands of our webmaster.)

Experience: Alternatives to War

"The Global Spread of Active Nonviolence" by Richard Deats
http://www.forusa.org/nonviolence/0900 73deats.html. He is willing to update this to present
time.



Forum Guidelines



Forums are a tool for communicating online in a
web-based format. Instead of a chatroom, where
all the participants must be present in real time, a
forum allows for more flexibility and can
document both current and previous
communications. Essentially, the participants
post e-mails to a webpage, where they are
displayed in an organized visual fashion. These
communications are called "threads" or themes of
discussion.

In order to access the web-based forum, please
click here.

e After clicking on the "Forum" link, you will be
taken to a webpage where you will need to login.
Your initial login will include your e-mail
address and the password "sprce." Upon logging
in, you can then change your password.

e Next, you should set your preferences.

- Viewing Preferences - this organizes what is
viewed on your monitor. You can choose how
many topics per forum that can be viewed, how
many messages per forum, and time zone.

- Your Profile - this area contains the information
that can be viewed by the other forum users. You
can choose to have your name, e-mail,
occupation, location, and/or homepage visible to
others.

- Watch Settings - this is how you will receive
notification of forum activity. You can always
"watch" topics that you create, "watch" topics
that you reply to, or you can be e-mailed update
notices on any of your "watched" topics.

- You will then click on "save & return" to go
back to the main forum page.

e Under the heading of "SSSP-SPRCC
Conference," we have six forums set up. The first


http://www.education.ucsb.edu:85/forums/

five listed correspond to the theme-based
categories of inquiry for the conference
(Aggression/Violence/Crisis,
Assessment/Cognitive/Diversity, Reading
Assessment/Intervention/Literacy,
Social/Emotional/Behavioral, and School
Systems/Teachers/Climate). The final forum is
set up for general discussion about the
conference or on topics that are outside the scope
of the above themes.

e Click on "subject" to read a posting. You can
also choose to reply from this screen.

e Click on "author" to view the author's profile.

® You can post a new topic.




Online Guidelines

As with all electronic communication, it is
helpful to adhere to useful conventions when
using the various media. Some suggestions are
below:

e Please be succinct. As with e-mail, the reader
can attend to only one subject at a time. Consider
multiple postings if you have several ideas to
express.

¢ Please be respectful. Oftbeat or colorful
language, humor, and sarcasm often do not
translate well in a digital environment. This is
best left for face-to-face communication.

e [f you have any questions or concerns, please
contact Shane Jimerson at
Jimerson@education.ucsb.edu

SSSP/SPRCC | Web-based Forum Discussion | SPRCC
Participants | Announcement/Application | 2003 Conference | Sponsors
| Planning Committee | Related Links

To contact us:

Shane R. Jimerson, Ph.D., NCSP
Counseling, Clinical, & School
Psychology

Child and Adolescent Development
University of California

Santa Barbara, CA 93106-9490



Phone #: 805.893.3366

Fax #: 805.893.7264

E-mail: jimerson@education.ucsb.edu
http://www.education.ucsb.edu/~jimerson
http://www.education.ucsb.edu/people/facult

y/jimerson.html
http://www.education.ucsb.edu/school-

psychology

http://www.forumhosts.com/fortip.htm


javascript:main.compose('new','t=o:jimerson@education.ucsb.edu')
http://www.education.ucsb.edu/~jimerson
http://www.education.ucsb.edu/people/faculty/jimerson.html
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April 8, 2005

Mark Harrison

UM General Board of
Church and Society

100 Maryland Avenue, NE

Washington, DC 20002

Dear Mark:
Here are 15 copies of an update report of our progress with the Project on the
Theology of War and Peace. Please make them available to the committee

review applications for peace with justice grants.

Thanks,

Howard W. Hallman
Chair



Methodists United for Peace with Justice
1500 16th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036
Phone/fax: 301 896-0013 E-mail: mupj@igc.org
April 15, 2005
To: Mark Harrison
From: Howard W. Hallman, Chair
Re: Update on Project on Theology of War and Peace

1. Rev. Schuyler Rhodes, coordinator of the conference scheduled for September 2006, has
asked Bishop Shamana to be keynote speaker. She is checking her calendar.

2. Bishop Quipungo has agreed to write an article about experience in Angola. Bishop Innis has
consented to write an article at Liberian experience. Requests to other Central Conference
bishops are pending.

3. We have produced the attached flyer to invite local churches to form study groups. We will be
starting this process in May and June. More copies are available if you want them.

Shalom,



Holy War, Crusades

Wikipedia

Religious War

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy war

A religious war, literally, is a war fought on the pretext of religion or religious differences. The
European Wars of Religion, the Crusades, and the Reconquista are frequently cited examples.
Opinions differ as to whether the leaders of such wars are in fact motivated by religion, or
whether they are motivated by political power or conquest.

The Islamic term jihad (literally "struggle") can refer to religious war ("lesser jihad"), though
historically, the concept refers to an inward striving for perfect faith ("greater jihad").

Crusades

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crusades

Historically, the Crusades were a series of several military campaigns, usually sanctioned by the
Papacy, that took place during the 11th through 13th centuries. Originally, they were Roman
Catholic endeavors to capture the Holy Land from the Muslims. Some were directed against
other Christians, such as the Fourth Crusade against Constantinople and the Albigensian Crusade
against the Cathars of southern France.

French wars of religion

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wars_of Religion

The French Wars of Religion were a series of conflicts fought between Catholics and
Huguenots (Protestants) from the middle of the sixteenth century to the Edict of Nantes in 1598.
They included civil infighting as well as military operations. In addition to the religious
elements, they involved a struggle of influence over the ruling of the country between the
powerful House of Guise (Lorraine) and the Catholic League, on the one hand, and the House of
Bourbon on the other hand.

Jihad
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jihad

Crusades

http://www.answers.com/crusades#Encyclopedia

jihad
http://www.islamonline.net/askaboutislam/display.asp?hquestionID=3802



Revision of Study and Dialogue

A. Go to http://www.mupwj.org/theologyofwarandpeace.htm#studyanddialogue.
1. Change the title with the shaded blue background from "Study and Dialogue" to "Study
Groups".

2. Eliminate all text down to Web-based Dialogue

3. Substitute the following.
Under Study and Dialogue. in the first paragraph (a) strike the second sentence, (b) add a new
second sentence, and (b) change "discussion" to "forum". The revised paragraph will read:

We encourage the formation of study groups on the theology of war and peace throughout the
United Methodist Church: in the United States, Africa, Asia, and Europe. in local congregations,
on college campuses, in seminaries, within annual conferences, and in other organizations.
These group can function in local congregations, on college campuses, in seminaries, within
annual conferences, and in other organizations.

Click here for A Invitation to Participate. [http://www.mupwj.org/invitation.pdf]

We offer background material for study groups organized according to the Wesleyan
Quadrilateral. [] Groups may also want to use the study guide, In Search of Security, [][from the
United Methodist Council of Bishops.

Read more.... []


http://www.mupwj.org/theologyofwarandpeace.htm#studyanddialogue
http://www.mupwj.org/invitation.pdf

Kevin Burke, S.J.

B.S.B.A., M.Div., S.T.L., S.T.D.

(Weston Jesuit School of Theology)

Associate Professor of Systematic

Theology

phone: 1.617.492.1960

email: kburke@wijst.edu

Expertise

Christology; Fundamental theology; Liberation theology

Books

The Ground Beneath the Cross: The Theology of Ignacio Ellacuria. Georgetown University
Press, 2000.

Articles

"Archbishop Oscar Romero: Peacemaker in the Tradition of Catholic Thought" in Journal for
Peace and Justice Studies, vol. 13, no. 2 (2003)

"The Crucified People as 'Light for the Nations': A Reflection on Ignacio Ellacuria" in Concilium
vol. 39, no. 1 (2003)


mailto:kburke@wjst.edu
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0878407618/qid%3D1020173993/sr%3D1-3/ref%3Dsr_1_3/102-8439986-5457704
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0878407618/qid%3D1020173993/sr%3D1-3/ref%3Dsr_1_3/102-8439986-5457704

Theology of War and Peace
Lesson Outline

1. Old Testament
2. New Testament
3. Christian History: first millenium
Pacifism for 300 year, then just war theory

4. Christian History: second millenium

Orthodox, Protestantism, peace churches, Wesley/Methodist/EUB
. Pacifist theology
. Just war theology
. Apocalyptic (Bible), Crusades, holy war, Armageddon
. Liberation theology (concern for justice, role of violence?)
9. Nonviolent action: recent experience, techniques
10. Diplomacy, international law
11. Synthesis

03 O\ D



Dear

Methodists United for Peace with Justice has initiated a project on the Theology of War and
Peace. The purpose is to encourage discussion on this important topic by United Methodists
from around the globe. See http://www.mupwj.org/theologyofwarandpeace.htm.

The project has four components:

(1) Posting articles on our website about the theology of war and peace. The framework is the
Wesleyan Quadrilateral: scripture, tradition, reason, and experience. This is now underway. See
http://www.mupwj.org/quadrilateral.htm.

(2) Organizing study groups in local congregations, on college campuses, and elsewhere. This is
now beginning. We hope that groups will form and start meeting during the next six months.
See http://www.mupwj.org/studygroups.htm.

(3) Encouraging web-based dialogue among study groups. We are developing a mechanism for
this on our website.

(4) Holding a conference on the theology of war and peace. This will take place in San
Francisco, California, USA in September 2006.

In taking up experience in the Quadrilateral, we want to post articles about experience with
nonviolent action, peacemaking, and reconciliation in conflict situations. See
http://www.mupwj.org/nonviolentaction.htm. We are particularly interested in obtaining articles
on experience in nations served by Central Conferences. Therefore, we are wondering if you or
someone else in your conference would be willing to write an article about such experience in

We are seeking articles six to eight pages or 1,200 to 2,000 words in length. We would like to
receive them as a Word attachment or some similar format. The General Board of Global

Ministries is willing to translate articles written in language other than English.

If you have any questions about this request or about other aspects of our project, please reply to
this e-mail.

With best regards,



McGuckin reference

Also see "Nonviolence and Peace Traditions in Early & Eastern Christianity"
[http://incommunion.org/articles/essays/nonviolence-and-peace-traditions] by Fr. John
McGuckin




call number:VIDEO 791.4372 AMA 1D:36098102117928

Amandla! [videorecording] : a revolution in four part harmony / Kwela
Productions in association with Bomb Films, HBO/Cinemax Documentary
Films, The Ford Foundation and the South African Broadcasting Corporation
; producers, Desire*e Markgraaff, Lee Hirsh, Sherry Simpson Dean ;
director, Lee Hirsh.

Markgraaff, Desire*e.



Navigation bars for www.mupwj.org Revised 5-11-05

A. Top navigation bars
For all pages on this website, like http://www.mupwj.org/

B. Navigation bar on left side
For all pages under http://www.mupwj.org/theologyofwarandpeace.htm as follows:

» Wesleyan
Quadrilateral http://www.mupwj.org/quadrilateral.htm
» Scripture http://www.mupwj.org/biblical.htm
» Tradition http://www.mupwj.org/tradition-christianhistory.htm
» Reason http://www.mupwj.org/reason.htm
» Experience http://www.mupwj.org/experience.htm
» Study Groups http://www.mupwj.org/studygroups.htm
» Web-based
Forum http://www.mupwj/org/forum.htm
» Conference http://www.mupwj.org/conference.htm

Note: The last two pages haven't been established. You can start them with only the heading, as
follows:

http://www.mupwj/org/forum.htm
Web-based Fovum

Under construction.

http://www.mupwj.org/conference.htm

Conforence

J

Under construction



Dear

We are writing to you and other New Testament teachers at United Methodist seminaries,
seeking authors for two articles for posting on our website in connection with a project on the
Theology of War and Peace. We have initiated this project to encourage study and dialogue on
this subject within the global United Methodist Church. The project is described at
http://www.mupwj.org/theologyofwarandpeace.htm

The topics are as follows:

"Reign of God" (or could be called "Kingdom of God"). In the Lord's Prayer Jesus said, "Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven." In the Gospels he talked
frequently about the kingdom of heaven (Matthew) or kingdom of God (Mark, Luke). What are
the characteristics of this kingdom here and now as taught by Jesus in the Gospels? The article
might make reference to both the now and the coming, but we are interested primarily in the
now.

This article will be a companion to one I wrote on "Dealing with Adversaries" (see
http://www.mupwj.org/dealingwithadversaries.htm).

"Eschatological Writings of the Bible." A review of biblical passages dealing with eschatology
(concerning final events), particularly as they relate to matters of war and peace. For example,
Ezekiel 38 & 39, Daniel, Zechariah 12-14. Matthew 24:4-51, Mark 13:3-37, Luke 21:8-36,
Matthew 25:31-46, Revelation.

Articles are written for use by study groups in local congregations, on college campuses, and
elsewhere. An article can run from six to eight pages or 1,200 to 2,000 words in length. As a

low budget project, we are asking authors to contribute their writing pro bono.

We are organizing study material according to the Wesleyan Quadrilateral. These articles will
be posted under Scripture: Biblical Perspectives at http://www.mupwj.org/biblical.htm.

We expect study groups to start functioning in the fall. Therefore, we are trying to have as many
articles posted by the end of June to help them prepare.

If you are interested in writing one of these articles, please reply by e-mail to
hhallman@mupwj.org or call me at 301 896-0013.

Shalom,



CONTENTS

- Justifiable War as a “Lesser Good” in Eastern Orthodox Moral Tradition * Alexander F.
C. Webster

- Justifiable War: Response #1 « Joseph Woodill

- Justifiable War: Response #2 ¢ Jim Forest

- War and the Orthodox Statesman ¢ Nikolas K. Gvosdev

- Justifiable War: Response #3 ¢ Philip LeMasters

- Dual Trajectories and Divided Rationales: A Reply to Alexander Webster on Justifiable
War « David Pratt

- “Justifiable War”: Lesser Good or Lesser Evil? « John Breck

To order a copy, call 1-800-204-2665

Price for one copy: $10.00 + shipping ($2.50 first class mail or $5.00 UPS)

For subscriptions, call 914-961-8313 or send an email to svtqg-
subscriptions@svots.edu

The Virtue of War by Fr. Alexander F. C. Webster and Dr. Darrell Cole 234 pages

The way of life in the West is currently under assault, and Western Civilization hangs in
the balance. Christians need to reclaim the great moral teachings on war and peace
from the contemporary revisionists who would have Christians believe it is necessary to
choose a “lesser evil” for a good cause or as a way of being “responsible” citizens of a
nation-state.

Professors Webster and Cole explore in detail the great moral teachings found in Holy
Scripture, the ancient and Byzantine Church Fathers, canon law, manuals of penance,
lives of the saints, liturgical texts, visual icons, the medieval Scholastics, the great
Reformers, and even among modern theologians and literary authors. They present a
powerful, genuinely ecumenical, meticulously documented, incontrovertible case on
behalf of the moral teachings known to Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholic, and
Protestant Christians as the just or justifiable war traditions. This book provides a firm
biblical, theological, and historical foundation for that confidence and is an
incontrovertible answer to the “Christian” peace movement.

An important and timely contribution to one of the most important ecumenical debates of
the early twenty-first century.

-George Weigel, Senior Fellow & Director of the Catholic Studies Project, Ethics
and Public Policy Center Washington, D.C.


mailto:svtq-subscriptions@svots.edu
mailto:svtq-subscriptions@svots.edu

This book usefully broadens the shape of reflection about just war and its implications
by addressing both these critical matters and setting them in relation to Roman Catholic
and Reformation Protestant just war thought, producing a genuinely comprehensive
study of Christian tradition on the justification and limitation of war.

-Dr. James Turner Johnson, Professor of Religion, Rutgers University New
Brunswick, NJ

In The Virtue of War: Reclaiming the Classic Christian Traditions East and West the
authors deal with the intractable issues of peace and war from within the Christian
Traditions of both Eastern and Western Christian thought. Webster and Cole make a
strong case for their convictions that war by Christians can be virtuous and justifiable.
-V. Rev. Stanley S. Harakas, Archbishop lakovos Professor of Orthodox Theology
Emeritus, Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology Brookline, MA

Fr. Alexander F. C. Webster holds a B.A. degree in history (Summa cum Laude and
Phi Beta Kappa) from the University of Pennsylvania, a Master of Arts in history and
education from Columbia University, a Master of Theological Studies from Harvard
University Divinity School, a Graduate Certificate in International Security Studies from
the University of Pittsburgh, and a Ph.D. in religion/social ethics from the University of
Pittsburgh.

Dr. Darrell Cole holds a B.A. degree in philosophy from Lynchburg College, a Master of
Arts in philosophy from Ohio University, a Master of Religion in ethics from Yale Divinity
School, a Master of Theology from Duke Divinity School, and a Ph.D. in religion from
the University of Virginia.

Read an Excerpt from the Book!

By far the most ambitious—and extreme—Orthodox statement on the impending war in
Iraq came from the North America chapter of the Orthodox Peace Fellowship (OPF), an
organization that we encountered in Chapter 4 above. A 10-person council headed by
John Brady and Jim Forest drafted “A Plea for Peace” in October 2002, which 146
persons had signed by March 19, 2003, the first day of the U.S.-led intervention in Iraq.
The list of signatories is admittedly quite impressive and includes seven Orthodox
bishops (three from the United States), the majority of the faculty of St. Vladimir's
Theological Seminary in New York, and a potpourri of faculty from the other major
Orthodox seminaries in the United States, as well as many prominent Orthodox clergy
and laity on both sides of the Atlantic. What is most striking about the statement,
especially in light of its distinguished proponents, is its shrill tone, simplistic analysis,
and fundamental moral error.

We need only cite a few passages from this grievously flawed document. In the opening
paragraph, the “Plea” concedes that Saddam Hussein “is an enemy of the United States
and of the people of Iraq,” but, it hastens to add, “there are better ways to respond to
terrorism than to respond in kind.” That blanket characterization of the then anticipated
U.S. military action is, to use the familiar term from international relations, an example of
“‘moral equivalence” of the worst kind. It is startling to realize that so many Orthodox
leaders would equate U.S. military intervention with “terrorism.” The “Plea” also asserts
that the “United States is ready to overthrow him by any means”—an egregious



falsehood. The official military policy of the U.S. government, at least since the adoption
of the “counterforce” nuclear strategy in the mid-1970’s, is firmly grounded in the
Western just war tradition, particularly the jus in bello criteria (shared, as we have seen
above, with the Orthodox justifiable war tradition) of the proportional use of force and
immunity of civilian noncombatants from direct attack. There are other profound
shortcomings in the document, such as an incorrect use of the concept of “pre-emption”
in war, dire predictions about the consequences for the Middle East, and a naive
understanding of “friendship” in international relations.

But the most extreme assertion comes in the fourth of its 14 short paragraphs. The
“‘Plea” declares: “the Orthodox Church has never regarded any war as just or good, and
fighting an elusive enemy by means which cause the death of innocent people can be
regarded only as murder.” The first contention in that passage is what the present
volume is all about. Once again, a group of Orthodox leaders has mischaracterized the
Orthodox moral tradition concerning war and peace. There is, unfortunately, nothing
new there. But the charge of intended “murder” places this document into a class by
itself. Perhaps the OPF and its signatories resort to this legal (and ethical) term out of
sheer frustration with their presumed adversaries in the administration of President
George W. Bush or the U.S. military itself. Perhaps the signatories are somehow
unaware of the ramifications of impugning the motives and divining the intentions of
U.S. public officials with such certitude. Perhaps not everyone who signed the “Plea”
agrees with its entire content. Whatever the circumstances that gave rise to this
accusation, a charge of “murder” is a rhetorical weapon of mass destruction that
demands a moral rebuttal. . . .

ISBN# 1-928653-17-0$19.95511.97:

THE VIRTUE OF WAR: RECLAIMING THE CLASSIC CHRISTIAN TRADITIONS EAST
AND WEST

By Alexander F. C. Webster and Darrell Cole

Regina Orthodox Press, $19.95, 252 pages

REVIEWED BY JAMES V. SCHALL

Despite this book's provocative title, "war" does not qualify as a "virtue." War is an action, a
passion, a relation. The virtue associated with war is courage. But the Rev. Alexander F.C.
Webster and Darrell Cole understand the relation between war and courage, something that goes
back to the beginnings of our literature. The war state, Sparta, lacked a proper end, but Socrates
himself, the philosopher, was a courageous soldier.

This book represents the tradition of war in the West. It is unique because of its extensive
treatment of the church