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 HOWARD W. HALLMAN 

 6508 Wilmett Road 

 Bethesda, MD 20817 

 

 

 REFLECTIONS ON THE GATHERING OF THE METHODIST FAMILY 

 

While the Gathering is fresh in my memory, I want to record my 

observations about the event and the way it was developed and carried out. 

 

Flow of Activities in Kirkwood (11-15-93) 

 

Thursday board meeting.  It was very useful to have a meeting of the 

Board of Directors the day before the Gathering.  We were able to complete 

plans, divide responsibilities, and get handouts ready.  All of this was 

essential because we had a lot of loose ends.  In future years if we are better 

organized in advance, it might be possible to do other board business, but it 

will always be desirable to review what is about to happen. 

 

Friday morning.  I believe that the 1:00 p.m. starting time was correct 

because it enabled participants to arrive that morning and not have an extra 

night in the hotel to pay for.   

 

For a future Gathering consideration might be given to having special 

"pre-Gathering workshops" on Friday morning for local people who want to 

spend a full day and for any out-of-towners who come the night before.  

For example, on topics such as "preaching on peace and justice", "the 

lectionary and peace and justice", "peace and justice dramas and music", 

viewing videos, a session for United Methodist conference peace with justice 

coordinators.  Of course, some of these topics could be handled as regular 

workshops, but a couple of pre-Gathering workshops might be tried 
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experimentally at the next Gathering. 

 

Friday afternoon.  We were right to start with worship and communion 

service.  An opening hymn sing is a good approach to occupy people as they 

come together and to allow latecomers to be there by the time worship 

commences.  But we need a better set of songs (as we realized but didn't 

have time to prepare).  Waiting for the fourth celebrant necessitated 

prolonging the welcoming talk longer than we intended.  It would be better 

to be briefer.  The service was beautifully written, but a somewhat shorter 

liturgy might be preferred. 

 

I believe that having two sets of workshops on Friday afternoon was 

appropriate.  People are fresh then and want to get into substance.  I don't 

have enough feedback to evaluate the individual workshops, but my 

impression is that they were well-received. 

 

Dinner together the first night is a good idea.  Some kind of forum that 

opens discussion to the floor is desirable.  I feel that what we did this time 

worked well and opened some important issues for consideration.  If there 

were larger attendance, it might be preferable to return to a theatre-style 

room rather than being spread out so much in a dining hall (though in this 

case we had to accept what the hotel would make available to us).   

 

Saturday morning.  It was helpful to have continental breakfast served 

in order to bring people out before the day's proceedings commence.  I 

believe that it is desirable to have a plenary session to start the day.  It could 

be a speech (as we originally wanted but never found the right speaker), but 

the forum-format worked all right.  An alternative is to have two 

workshops on Saturday morning, and that could work, too. 
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Saturday lunch.  Coming together for lunch keeps the people together 

and helps with networking.  We decided not to have a luncheon speaker 

because those of us on the planning committee don't like them.  However, 

this might be reconsidered.  We were losing people by the time Bishop White 

spoke in late afternoon.  That might occur in future Gatherings as 

commuters start for home and out-of-town preachers return home for 

Sunday worship.  Thus, I could see a major speech at Saturday's lunch. 

 

Saturday afternoon.  There could be another set of substantive 

workshops on Saturday afternoon, or the kind of open-ended, "what then 

shall we do" discussion we had this time, but maybe a little more structured 

with moderators working with similar a approach.  Perhaps these groups 

should conclude with evaluation of the Gathering.   

 

There might be a Saturday afternoon workshop on "how to put on a 

local gathering of the Methodist family", using organizers of the present and 

past gatherings as resource persons. 

 

If the major speaker appears at lunch, there could be an opportunity for 

a late afternoon plenary session to get feedback from these workshops, an 

evaluation of the Gathering, and discussion of follow-through.  This would 

likely have a relatively small attendance but would draw persons with a 

special interest in next steps. 

 

Saturday evening.  Dinner on own is appropriate, both because of not 

wanting to add the cost of another meal and because of the unpredictability 

of how many are staying around.   

 

The play worked well.  We might think of some other kind of dramatic 

or musical presentation.  John Mecartney suggests that there could be 

mini-dramas or staged readings of great moments in history related to 
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peace, justice, race, ethnicity, church life.  This could be done by a single 

drama group, or different groups could be invited to come with readings or 

mini-dramas. 

 

Sunday morning.  The closing worship, shorter than the opening one, 

was effective.  For persons staying overnight to get better airfares, it 

brought toe Gathering to a meaningful close.  It would be nice to have more 

locals come back, but many will not. 

 

A final board meeting on Sunday is important to have.  In future years 

it might be desirable to have the annual election of directors by mail ballot 

take place after the Gathering and to keep nominations open until the 

Gathering is held so that newly interested persons can be on the ballot. 

 

Advanced Planning (11-22-93) 

 

This Gathering was put together by a small number of people who were 

stretched thin.  At our board meeting in October 1992 we decided to do it 

and then worked on plans at the March 1993 board meeting.  Thereafter, 

we formed a Washington-based planning committee and developed the 

timeline shown on the following page. 
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 Timeline for Event on "LET JUSTICE REALLY ROLL!" 

 

March & April Consultation within the Methodist family. 

Circulate draft on proposed event, receive comments, 

make modifications as appropriate. 

Settle on date and place. 

Obtain support from key persons nationally and 

in St. Louis area. 

Get suggestions for speakers, workshop leaders. 

Finalize program outline. 

Enter into agreement with motel. 

Invite key speakers. 

Fundraising. 

Make arrangements for CEU credit. 

Arrange special airline rate. 

 

May-June By early May develop and distribute initial brochure. 

Indicate cosponsors, endorsers, principal speakers.  

Announce event in denominational publications. 

Line up workshop leaders. 

Work out music leadership (St. Louis area). 

Decide on entertainment for Friday evening. 

 

July-August Prepare for intensive promotion. 

Complete lining up workshop leaders. 

Complete and print final brochure. 

 

September Early in month mail final brochure and registration form. 

Start telephone promotion. 

Prepare background papers. 

 

October Continue promotion. 
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Send out background papers to registrants. 

October 28: hotel registration deadline. 

 

November Event from Thursday evening, November 11 through 

Saturday 

afternoon, November 13. 

MUPJ Board of Directors meets Thursday afternoon,  

November 11 and Sunday, November 14. 

Write "thank you" notes and other follow-up. 

 

We met some of these self-imposed deadlines and lagged on others.    

 

Basic arrangements.  In March and April we settled on the place and 

negotiated with the hotel.  We changed starting time to 1:00 p.m., Friday, 

November 12 in order to require only two hotel nights for out-of-town 

participants.  We agreed on the program outline but made some slight 

modifications later.  We made contact with a local travel agency and began 

the process of making arrangements for CEU credit.  We never attempted 

any special fundraising. 

 

Plenary sessions.  Our biggest challenge was to obtain leadership for the 

plenary sessions.  In May we started inviting bishops.  Fairly quickly we line 

up UM Bishop Ann Sherer and AMEZ Bishop Enoch Rochester.  It took 

longer to line up AME Bishop Brookins, who ultimately was a no-show.  We 

tried diligently to find a CME bishop, but all of them seemed to have prior 

commitments. 

We issued invitations to key speakers on justice and peace in June.  By 

the end of July we were successful in obtaining Bishop Dale White for the 

peace speaker.  By September we had two turn-downs for the justice 

speaker and gave up.  Instead we decided to have a forum on justice, but we 

didn't line up participants until Friday afternoon after the Gathering had 

begun. 
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We made a commitment to have women serve as preachers for the 

opening and closing worship services.  Starting in June we sought an African 

American woman for the opening worship and succeeded in early October in 

getting Rosa Clements.  Toward the end of July Carol Windrum agreed to be 

the preacher at the closing worship. 

 

In early October we wrote to leaders of four racial/ethnic United 

Methodist caucuses to suggest persons who could serve as celebrants for the 

closing communion.  This led to participation of Rev. Theo Triplett from 

Black Methodists for Church Renewal.  Prospects from the Asian, Hispanic, 

and Native American caucuses had other commitments, including MARCHA's 

annual convention and a major consultation on health issues for Native 

Americans. 

 

In early October we made our first contact with Free Methodist bishops 

and Wesleyan general superintendents.  This led to participation of Free 

Methodist and Wesleyan ministers as celebrants in the closing communion. 

 

It would have been far better to have all of the plenary speakers, 

preachers, and celebrants lined up six to three months in advance, but we did 

what we could. 

 

Workshops.  At the March board meeting and first meeting of the 

national planning committee in Washington, we had volunteers for some of 

the workshops.  By May Bruce Edwards had a list of possible leaders in the 

St. Louis area.  We worked steadily on obtaining leaders, had most of them 

lined up by the end of September, and found the final one about two weeks 

before the Gathering.  It would have been better to have completed the task 

two months in advance, but we did fairly well in finding workshop leaders in 

a timely manner. 

 

Music.  We did not line up any choirs or music leaders in advance.  We 
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did not have copies of any hymns available until a few days before the 

Gathering began and completed this task on Friday morning.  At the 

Thursday board meeting before the Gathering Charlotte Hipkins agreed to be 

song leader, and we recruited a pianist just before the start of the start of the 

opening worship service.   

 

Drama.  When we first planned the Gathering, we agreed to have John 

Mecartney put on a performance of "The Eleventh Mayor".  We talked about 

arranging a local cast in advance.  This wasn't done, but John was 

comfortable in recruiting and rehearsing a cast during the Gathering.  It 

worked out well. 

 

Publicity.  We were late with our publicity.  Our first and only flyer 

wasn't ready until the end of September.  We didn't have a very large 

mailing list for it and didn't have many persons around the country to send it 

out to their lists.   We sent out a news release in early October to United 

Methodist conference newspapers and denomination-wide UM, AME, AMEZ, 

and CME publications.  Very few persons undertook telephone promotion. 

 

Conclusion.  In spite of some of these shortcomings, the Gathering was a 

remarkably successful event, undertaken and carried out by a fairly small 

group of people.  This experience can provide guidance for persons who take 

responsibility for future Gatherings. 



November 18, 1993 

 

Mr. Carl Upchurch 

National Council for 

  Urban Peace and Justice 

115 W. Broadway 

Granville, OH 43023 

 

Dear Carl: 

 

We want to thank you for leading a workshop on "Dealing with Street 

Violence" and for participating in the forum on "Key Justice Issues of the 

1990s" at the Gathering of the Methodist Family on "Let Justice Really Roll!" 

in Kirkwood, Missouri on November 12-14.  Your contributions in these 

sessions and in numerous informal conversations helped to make this event a 

real success. 

 

We received strongly favorable comments on the Gathering from the 

participants.  This has encouraged us to consider repeating it next year.  

Already we have an invitation from persons in Texas to hold a second 

Gathering in the Fort Worth-Dallas area in November 1994. 

 

We hope to keep in touch with you and help as we can to be supportive of the 

National Urban Peace and Justice Movement. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Issues Chair 



 

 

 

Please reply to 6508 Wilmett Road, Bethesda, MD 20817 

Mon-Thurs: (301) 694-2859; Fri-Sat: (301) 897-3668 



November 18, 1993 

 

Ms. Carol Miller Lieber 

4944 Lindell, #6E 

St. Louis, MO 63108 

 

Dear Carol: 

 

We want to thank you for leading a workshop on "Global Human Rights and 

Ethnic Conflict"  at the Gathering of the Methodist Family on "Let 

Justice Really Roll!" in Kirkwood, Missouri on November 12.  Your 

contribution helped to make this event a real success. 

 

We received strongly favorable comments on the Gathering from the 

participants.  This has encouraged us to consider repeating it next year.  

Already we have an invitation from persons in Texas to hold a second 

Gathering in the Fort Worth-Dallas area in November 1994. 

 

We greatly appreciate the assistance you gave us. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Issues Chair 

 

 

 

Please reply to 6508 Wilmett Road, Bethesda, MD 20817 

Mon-Thurs: (301) 694-2859; Fri-Sat: (301) 897-3668 



November 18, 1993 

 

Ms. Marsha Leonatti 

Vice President, Employment & Education 

Urban League of Greater St. Louis 

3701 Grandel Square 

St. Louis, MO 63108 

 

Dear Ms. Leonatti: 

 

We want to thank you for leading a workshop on "Providing Employment 

Opportunities" at the Gathering of the Methodist Family on "Let 

Justice Really Roll!" in Kirkwood, Missouri on November 12.  Your 

contribution helped to make this event a real success. 

 

We received strongly favorable comments on the Gathering from the 

participants.  This has encouraged us to consider repeating it next year.  

Already we have an invitation from persons in Texas to hold a second 

Gathering in the Fort Worth-Dallas area in November 1994. 

 

We greatly appreciate the assistance you gave us. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Issues Chair 

 

 

 



Please reply to 6508 Wilmett Road, Bethesda, MD 20817 

Mon-Thurs: (301) 694-2859; Fri-Sat: (301) 897-3668 



November 18, 1993 

 

Mr. Jim Ford 

St. Louis, MO 

 

Dear Mr Ford: 

 

We want to thank you for leading a workshop on "Resolving Family Conflict" 

at the Gathering of the Methodist Family on "Let Justice Really Roll!" in 

Kirkwood, Missouri on November 12.  Your contribution helped to make this 

event a real success. 

 

We received strongly favorable comments on the Gathering from the 

participants.  This has encouraged us to consider repeating it next year.  

Already we have an invitation from persons in Texas to hold a second 

Gathering in the Fort Worth-Dallas area in November 1994. 

 

We greatly appreciate the assistance you gave us. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Issues Chair 

 

 

 

Please reply to 6508 Wilmett Road, Bethesda, MD 20817 

Mon-Thurs: (301) 694-2859; Fri-Sat: (301) 897-3668 



November 18, 1993 

 

Ms. Howard Heiner 

United Methodist General Board 

  of Church and Society 

100 Maryland Avenue, NE 

Washington, DC 20002 

 

Dear Howard: 

 

We want to thank you for leading a workshop on "Global Environmental 

Issues" at the Gathering of the Methodist Family on "Let Justice Really Roll!" 

in Kirkwood, Missouri on November 12.  Your contribution helped to make 

this event a real success. 

 

We received strongly favorable comments on the Gathering from the 

participants.  This has encouraged us to consider repeating it next year.  

Already we have an invitation from persons in Texas to hold a second 

Gathering in the Fort Worth-Dallas area in November 1994. 

 

We greatly appreciate the assistance you gave us. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Issues Chair 

 

 

 



Please reply to 6508 Wilmett Road, Bethesda, MD 20817 

Mon-Thurs: (301) 694-2859; Fri-Sat: (301) 897-3668 



November 18, 1993 

 

Rev. Bill Land 

55 N. Bompart, Apt. 3A 

St. Louis, MO 63119 

 

Dear Bill: 

 

We want to thank you for leading a workshop on "Global Environmental 

Issues" at the Gathering of the Methodist Family on "Let Justice Really Roll!" 

in Kirkwood, Missouri on November 12.  Your contribution in this workshop 

and your presence in other sessions helped to make this event a real success. 

 

We received strongly favorable comments on the Gathering from the 

participants.  This has encouraged us to consider repeating it next year.  

Already we have an invitation from persons in Texas to hold a second 

Gathering in the Fort Worth-Dallas area in November 1994. 

 

We greatly appreciate the assistance you gave us. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Issues Chair 

 

 

 

Please reply to 6508 Wilmett Road, Bethesda, MD 20817 

Mon-Thurs: (301) 694-2859; Fri-Sat: (301) 897-3668 



November 18, 1993 

 

Dr. Ronald Glossop 

8894 Berkay Avenue 

Jennings, MO 63136 

 

Dear Ron: 

 

We want to thank you for leading a workshop on "Strengthening 

International Organizations" at the Gathering of the Methodist Family on "Let 

Justice Really Roll!" in Kirkwood, Missouri on November 12.  Your 

contribution helped to make this event a real success. 

 

We received strongly favorable comments on the Gathering from the 

participants.  This has encouraged us to consider repeating it next year.  

Already we have an invitation from persons in Texas to hold a second 

Gathering in the Fort Worth-Dallas area in November 1994. 

 

We greatly appreciate the assistance you gave us. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Issues Chair 

 

 

 

Please reply to 6508 Wilmett Road, Bethesda, MD 20817 

Mon-Thurs: (301) 694-2859; Fri-Sat: (301) 897-3668 



November 18, 1993 

 

Ms. SueAnne Breen Holmes 

United Methodist General Board 

  of Church and Society 

100 Maryland Avenue, NE 

Washington, DC 20002 

 

Dear SueAnne: 

 

We want to thank you for leading a workshop on "Improving Health Care 

Systems" at the Gathering of the Methodist Family on "Let Justice Really 

Roll!" in Kirkwood, Missouri on November 12.  Your contribution helped to 

make this event a real success. 

 

We received strongly favorable comments on the Gathering from the 

participants.  This has encouraged us to consider repeating it next year.  

Already we have an invitation from persons in Texas to hold a second 

Gathering in the Fort Worth-Dallas area in November 1994. 

 

We greatly appreciate the assistance you gave us. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Issues Chair 

 

 

 



Please reply to 6508 Wilmett Road, Bethesda, MD 20817 

Mon-Thurs: (301) 694-2859; Fri-Sat: (301) 897-3668 



November 18, 1993 

 

Ms. Jerald Scott 

United Methodist General Board 

  of Church and Society 

100 Maryland Avenue, NE 

Washington, DC 20002 

 

Dear Jerry: 

 

We want to thank you for leading a workshop on "Church Response to 

Substance Abuse" at the Gathering of the Methodist Family on "Let 

Justice Really Roll!" in Kirkwood, Missouri on November 13.  Your 

contribution in this workshop, your assistance in lining up Carl Upchurch, and 

your presence in numerous conversations helped to make this event a real 

success. 

 

We received strongly favorable comments on the Gathering from the 

participants.  This has encouraged us to consider repeating it next year.  

Already we have an invitation from persons in Texas to hold a second 

Gathering in the Fort Worth-Dallas area in November 1994. 

 

We greatly appreciate the assistance you gave us, and we hope to continue 

working closely with you. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Issues Chair 



 

 

 

Please reply to 6508 Wilmett Road, Bethesda, MD 20817 

Mon-Thurs: (301) 694-2859; Fri-Sat: (301) 897-3668 



November 18, 1993 

 

Mr. Lance McCarthy, Director 

Industrial Policy Development 

St. Louis Economic Conversion Project 

838 N. Skinner 

St. Louis, MO 63130 

 

Dear Lance: 

 

We want to thank you for leading a workshop and a luncheon conversation on 

"Fostering Economic Conversion" at the Gathering of the Methodist Family on 

"Let Justice Really Roll!" in Kirkwood, Missouri on November 13.  Your 

contribution helped to make this event a real success. 

 

We received strongly favorable comments on the Gathering from the 

participants.  This has encouraged us to consider repeating it next year.  

Already we have an invitation from persons in Texas to hold a second 

Gathering in the Fort Worth-Dallas area in November 1994. 

 

We greatly appreciate the assistance you gave us. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Issues Chair 

 

 

 



Please reply to 6508 Wilmett Road, Bethesda, MD 20817 

Mon-Thurs: (301) 694-2859; Fri-Sat: (301) 897-3668 



November 18, 1993 

 

Rev. Dr. Rosa Clements 

1259 Circle Drive 

Akron, OH 44310 

 

Dear Rosa: 

 

We want to thank you for offering the meditation at the opening worship 

service at the Gathering of the Methodist Family on "Let Justice Really Roll!" 

in Kirkwood, Missouri on November 12.  Your contribution helped to make 

this event a real success. 

 

We received strongly favorable comments on the Gathering from the 

participants.  This has encouraged us to consider repeating it next year.  

Already we have an invitation from persons in Texas to hold a second 

Gathering in the Fort Worth-Dallas area in November 1994. 

 

We greatly appreciate the assistance you gave us. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Issues Chair 

 

 

 

Please reply to 6508 Wilmett Road, Bethesda, MD 20817 

Mon-Thurs: (301) 694-2859; Fri-Sat: (301) 897-3668 



November 18, 1993 

 

Bishop C. Dale White 

Scarritt-Bennett Center 

1008 19th Avenue, South 

Nashville, TN 37212 

 

Dear Dale: 

 

We want to thank you for your several contributions at the Gathering of the 

Methodist Family on "Let Justice Really Roll!" in Kirkwood, Missouri on 

November 12 and 13: serving as a celebrant at the opening worship, helping 

to lead the workshop on "Achieving Nuclear Disarmament", addressing the 

Gathering on "Peace Issues of the 1990s", and engaging in conversation with 

various people.  All of these things helped to make this event a real success. 

 

We received strongly favorable comments on the Gathering from the 

participants.  This has encouraged us to consider repeating it next year.  

Already we have an invitation from persons in Texas to hold a second 

Gathering in the Fort Worth-Dallas area in November 1994. 

 

We greatly appreciate the assistance you gave us. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Issues Chair 

Please reply to 6508 Wilmett Road, Bethesda, MD 20817 

Mon-Thurs: (301) 694-2859; Fri-Sat: (301) 897-3668 



November 18, 1993 

 

Rev. Carol Windrum 

3735 N. 39th Street 

Omaha, NE 68111 

 

Dear Carol:  

 

We want to thank you for offering the meditation at the closing worship 

service at the Gathering of the Methodist Family on "Let Justice Really Roll!" 

in Kirkwood, Missouri on November 14, and also for your presence 

throughout the Gathering and participation in various ways.  Your 

contributions helped to make this event a real success. 

 

We received strongly favorable comments on the Gathering from the 

participants.  This has encouraged us to consider repeating it next year.  

Already we have an invitation from persons in Texas to hold a second 

Gathering in the Fort Worth-Dallas area in November 1994. 

 

We greatly appreciate the assistance you gave us. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Issues Chair 

 

Please reply to 6508 Wilmett Road, Bethesda, MD 20817 

Mon-Thurs: (301) 694-2859; Fri-Sat: (301) 897-3668 



November 18, 1993 

 

Rev. Kenny Martin 

Lighthouse Free Methodist Church 

4253 Norfolk 

St. Louis, MO 63310 

 

Dear Kenny: 

 

We want to thank you for being on the opening panel and serving as a 

celebrant at the closing worship service at the Gathering of the Methodist 

Family on "Let Justice Really Roll!" in Kirkwood, Missouri on November 

12-14. Your contributions helped to make this event a real success. 

 

We received strongly favorable comments on the Gathering from the 

participants.  This has encouraged us to consider repeating it next year.  

Already we have an invitation from persons in Texas to hold a second 

Gathering in the Fort Worth-Dallas area in November 1994. 

 

We greatly appreciate the assistance you gave us. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Issues Chair 

 

Please reply to 6508 Wilmett Road, Bethesda, MD 20817 

Mon-Thurs: (301) 694-2859; Fri-Sat: (301) 897-3668 



November 18, 1993 

 

Rev. Kenneth Satcher 

St. Peters Wesleyan Church 

250 Salt Lick Road 

St. Peters, MO 63370 

 

Dear Ken: 

 

We want to thank you for serving as a celebrant at the closing worship service 

at the Gathering of the Methodist Family on "Let Justice Really Roll!" in 

Kirkwood, Missouri on November 14.  Your contribution helped to make this 

event a real success. 

 

We received strongly favorable comments on the Gathering from the 

participants.  This has encouraged us to consider repeating it next year.  

Already we have an invitation from persons in Texas to hold a second 

Gathering in the Fort Worth-Dallas area in November 1994. 

 

We greatly appreciate the assistance you gave us. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Issues Chair 

 

Please reply to 6508 Wilmett Road, Bethesda, MD 20817 

Mon-Thurs: (301) 694-2859; Fri-Sat: (301) 897-3668 



November 18, 1993 

 

Rev. Theo Triplett 

Union Memorial United Methodist Church 

1141 Belt Avenue 

St. Louis, MO 63112 

 

Dear Theo: 

 

We want to thank you for serving as a celebrant at the closing worship service 

at the Gathering of the Methodist Family on "Let Justice Really Roll!" in 

Kirkwood, Missouri on November 14.  Your contribution helped to make this 

event a real success. 

 

We received strongly favorable comments on the Gathering from the 

participants.  This has encouraged us to consider repeating it next year.  

Already we have an invitation from persons in Texas to hold a second 

Gathering in the Fort Worth-Dallas area in November 1994. 

 

We greatly appreciate the assistance you gave us. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Issues Chair 

 

 

Please reply to 6508 Wilmett Road, Bethesda, MD 20817 

Mon-Thurs: (301) 694-2859; Fri-Sat: (301) 897-3668 



 METHODISTS UNITED FOR PEACE WITH JUSTICE 

 421 Seward Square, SE 

 Washington, DC 20003 

 

 

November 18, 1993 

 

Rev. Mary Council-Austin 

2405 First Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20001 

 

Dear Mary: 

 

I hope and pray that your health is now restored.  We missed you at the 

Gathering of the Methodist Family. 

 

The beautiful worship service and communion liturgy which you wrote helped 

get the Gathering off to a wonderful beginning.  The words and spirit were 

just right. 

 

We thank you for this and other contributions you made. 

 

Cordially yours, 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Issues Chair 

 

 

Please reply to 6508 Wilmett Road, Bethesda, MD 20817 

Mon-Thurs: (301) 694-2859; Fri-Sat: (301) 897-3668 



November 18, 1993 

 

Ms. Robin Ringler 

United Methodist General Board  

   of Church and Society 

100 Maryland Avenue, NE 

Washington, DC 20002 

 

Dear Robin: 

 

We did it!  We had a truly wonderfully Gathering of the Methodist Family, 

focusing on peace and justice. 

 

A lot of the credit goes to you.  You helped with the planning, served as a 

comfortable liaison with the United Methodist General Board of Church and 

Society, assisted us in recruiting resource people, publicized the event, served 

as a panelist in the forum on justice issues, and did other things to make the 

Gathering a success. 

 

On Sunday morning the Board of Directors voted to have a similar Gathering 

in November 1994 and accepted an invitation from people in Texas to have it 

in the Fort Worth-Dallas area.   

 

We'll be in touch with you to get your evaluation of the strengths and 

weaknesses of this year's Gathering and your ideas on a future one. 

 

Cordially yours, 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Issues Chair 



 

 

 

 

Please reply to 6508 Wilmett Road, Bethesda, MD 20817 

Mon-Thurs: (301) 694-2859; Fri-Sat: (301) 897-3668 



November 18, 1993 

 

The Rev. Thom White Wolf Fassett 

United Methodist General Board  

   of Church and Society 

100 Maryland Avenue, NE 

Washington, DC 20002 

 

Dear Thom: 

 

We wish to thank you for all the assistance provided by the United Methodist 

General Board of Church and Society for the Gathering of the Methodist 

Family on "Let Justice Really Roll!", held in Kirkwood, Missouri on November 

12-14, 1993.  Since we first met with you last December to say that this 

event was under consideration, Robin Ringler has worked closely with us 

month after month.  Through her we were able to arrange for participation 

of Jerry Scott, SueAnne Breen Holmes, and Howard Heiner as workshop 

leaders.  For all of their help, and especially Robin's, we are very grateful. 

 

We were able to achieve participation of persons from six denominations 

within in the Methodist Family: AME, AMEZ, CME, Free Methodist, UM, and 

Wesleyan Church.  We all came together in easy harmony out of our 

common concerns for peace and justice. 

 

Those in attendance suggested that this Gathering should be repeated.  

Accordingly our Board of Directors has voted to have a similar Gathering in 

November 1994 and has accepted an invitation from people in Texas to have 

it in the Fort Worth-Dallas area.  We look forward to a continuing 

cooperative relationship with the General Board of Church and Society in 

planning and carrying out this next Gathering. 



 

With best regards, 

 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Issues Chair 

 

 

 

 

Please reply to 6508 Wilmett Road, Bethesda, MD 20817 

Mon-Thurs: (301) 694-2859; Fri-Sat: (301) 897-3668 



 HOWARD W. HALLMAN 

 6508 Wilmett Road 

 Bethesda, MD 20817 

 

November 22, 1993 

 

To: Sherman Harris 

 

Re: Follow-up of the Gathering of the Methodist Family. 

 

1. As follow-up of the Gathering of the Methodist Family in Kirkwood, I have 

written a set of Reflections dealing with (a) flow of activities in Kirkwood and 

(b) advanced planning.  I hope that this may help in planning and carrying 

out the next Gathering. 

 

2. (a) I have written thank you letters to the people I had first hand 

responsibility for inviting to participate in leadership roles, including Rosa 

Clements, Dale White, Carol Windrum, Kenny Martin, Kenneth Satcher, Theo 

Triplett, Carl Upchurch, Carol Miller Lieber, Marsha Leonatti. Howard Heiner, 

Bill Land, Ronald Glossop, SueAnne Breen Holmes, Jerald Scott, and Lance 

McCarthy.  

 

(b) I wrote a special thank you to Robin Ringler, Thom Fassett, and Mary 

Council-Austin (for the liturgy and "get well").   

 

(c) I'm seeking the addresses of Jim Ford and Jim McGinnis and will write 

them plus Bill Ramsey, AFSC in St. Louis, who helped us obtain workshop 

leaders.   

 

(d) I will write to persons whose workshops we canceled. 

 



3. I suggest that you write thank you to (a) plenary leaders you invited, 

including Bishop Ann Sherer, Bishop Enoch Rochester, Rev. Staccato Powell, 

and  

Rev. Susan Williams (?), who was on the panel Saturday morning, (b) the 

persons who played the piano, and (c) various MUPJ board members who had 

leadership roles.  If you want to write some or all of the people I have 

already written to, I will supply you addresses. 

 

4. I think it would be useful to have a final program as actually happened, 

including names of all forum participants, moderators,, song leader, pianists, 

players in the play, and credits for worship liturgy.  We can use this in 

working on the next one, contacts with various persons in the Methodist 

family, grantsmanship, and other uses.  Will you do this, please? 

 

5. It would be useful to construct a decision pathway for the 1994 Gathering.  

This is something we can work on together. 

 

 

 

 

 



 HOWARD W. HALLMAN 

 6508 Wilmett Road 

 Bethesda, MD 20817 

 

 

November 22, 1993 

 

 

To: Methodists United for Peace with Justice 

 

I request reimbursement for the following expenses related to the Gathering 

of the Methodist Family. 

 

10-29-93 TWA airline ticket for Carl Upchurch $118.11 

11-1 P.O. stamps   29.00 

11-3 Copyrite fax    7.00 

11-10 Staples photocopying   21.00 

MCI long distance calls (8-21 to 10-29)  186.69 

 

TOTAL  $361.80 

 

Receipts for these items are attached. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 



November 24, 1993 

 

Mr. Jim Ford 

671 Amelia Avenue 

St. Louis, MO 63119 

 

Dear Mr. Ford: 

 

We want to thank you for leading a workshop on "Resolving Family Conflict" 

at the Gathering of the Methodist Family on "Let Justice Really Roll!" in 

Kirkwood, Missouri on November 12.  Your contribution helped to make this 

event a real success. 

 

We received strongly favorable comments on the Gathering from the 

participants.  This has encouraged us to consider repeating it next year.  

Already we have an invitation from persons in Texas to hold a second 

Gathering in the Fort Worth-Dallas area in November 1994. 

 

We greatly appreciate the assistance you gave us. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Issues Chair 

 

 

 

Please reply to 6508 Wilmett Road, Bethesda, MD 20817 

Mon-Thurs: (301) 694-2859; Fri-Sat: (301) 897-3668 



November 24, 1993 

 

Mr. Jim McGinnis 

Parenting for Peace & Justice 

4144 Lindell Blvd, #124 

St. Louis, MO 63108 

 

Dear Jim: 

 

We want to thank you for the help you gave us for the Gathering of the 

Methodist Family on "Let Justice Really Roll!" in Kirkwood, Missouri on 

November 12-14 -- first, in offering suggestions to Bruce Edwards for 

workshop leaders and, second, in providing the display on parenting.  Your 

contribution helped to make this event a real success. 

 

We received strongly favorable comments on the Gathering from the 

participants.  This has encouraged us to consider repeating it next year.  

Already we have an invitation from persons in Texas to hold a second 

Gathering in the Fort Worth-Dallas area in November 1994. 

 

We greatly appreciate the assistance you gave us. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Issues Chair 

 

Please reply to 6508 Wilmett Road, Bethesda, MD 20817 

Mon-Thurs: (301) 694-2859; Fri-Sat: (301) 897-3668 



November 24, 1993 

 

Mr. Bill Ramsey 

American Friends Service Committee 

438 N. Skinner 

St. Louis, MO 63130 

 

Dear Bill: 

 

We want to thank you for the help you gave us in lining up several workshop 

leaders for the Gathering of the Methodist Family on "Let Justice Really Roll!" 

in Kirkwood, Missouri on November 12-14.  They were excellent persons.  

Your contribution helped to make this event a real success. 

 

We received strongly favorable comments on the Gathering from the 

participants.  This has encouraged us to consider repeating it next year.  

Already we have an invitation from persons in Texas to hold a second 

Gathering in the Fort Worth-Dallas area in November 1994. 

 

We greatly appreciate the assistance you gave us. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Issues Chair 

 

Please reply to 6508 Wilmett Road, Bethesda, MD 20817 

Mon-Thurs: (301) 694-2859; Fri-Sat: (301) 897-3668 



November 24, 1993 

 

Rev. Cindy Tappan 

1425 Forest Hills Boulevard 

Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 

 

Dear Cindy: 

 

We want to thank you for helping us obtain Rev. Dr. Rosa Clements to be the 

preacher at the opening worship service at our Gathering of the Methodist 

Family on "Let Justice Really Roll".  She did an excellent job and stayed 

around to contribute to formal and informal discussion.  

 

We received strongly favorable comments on the Gathering from the 

participants.  This has encouraged us to consider repeating it next year.  

Already we have an invitation from persons in Texas to hold a second 

Gathering in the Fort Worth-Dallas area in November 1994. 

 

We greatly appreciate the assistance you gave us. 

 

With best regards, 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Issues Chair 

 

 

 

Please reply to 6508 Wilmett Road, Bethesda, MD 20817 

Mon-Thurs: (301) 694-2859; Fri-Sat: (301) 897-3668 



 METHODISTS UNITED FOR PEACE WITH JUSTICE 

 421 Seward Square, SE 

 Washington, DC 20003 

 

 

 FINANCIAL REPORT FOR 1993 GATHERING 

 (Through December 31, 1993) 

 

Income   

$3,495.00 

 

 

Expenditures 

 <$5,938.31> 

 

Hotel (meals, speakers' rooms) 3,673.72 

Travel (speakers)   769.85 

Printing, photocopying   846.25 

Postage, fax   427.85 

Telephone   186.69 

Miscellaneous    33.95 

 

 

Balance 

 <$2,443.31> 

 

 

March 16, 1994 



 

August 17, 1995 

 

Dr. Daniel Ellsberg 

Manhattan Project II 

1101 14th Street, NW, Suite 700 

Washington, DC 20005 

 

Dear Dan: 

 

Methodists United for Peace with Justice is developing the enclosed resolution 

entitled "Nuclear Abolition" to propose to the United Methodist General 

Conference, which meets in April 1996.  It would update and take the place 

of a current resolution on "Nuclear Disarmament: The Zero Option", which 

we got through the General Conference in 1992. 

 

I would greatly appreciate your comments on this current draft, both on 

accuracy in describing the current situation and in the various measures 

proposed. 

 

 

With best regards, 

 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors 



 

August 17, 1995 

 

Captain James Bush 

Center for Defense Information 

1500 Massachusetts Avenue, NE 

Washington, DC 20005 

 

Dear Jim: 

 

Methodists United for Peace with Justice is developing the enclosed resolution 

entitled "Nuclear Abolition" to propose to the United Methodist General 

Conference, which meets in April 1996.  It would update and take the place 

of a current resolution on "Nuclear Disarmament: The Zero Option", which 

we got through the General Conference in 1992. 

 

I would greatly appreciate your comments on this current draft, both on 

accuracy in describing the current situation and in the various measures 

proposed. 

 

 

With best regards, 

 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors 



 

August 17, 1995 

 

Rev. Schuyler Rhodes 

Washington Square United Methodist Church 

135 W. 4th Street 

New York, NY 10012 

 

Dear Schuyler: 

 

Methodists United for Peace with Justice is developing the enclosed resolution 

entitled "Nuclear Abolition" to propose to the 1996 United Methodist General 

Conference.  It would update and take the place of the current resolution on 

"Nuclear Disarmament: The Zero Option", which we got through the General 

Conference in 1992. 

 

Mia Adjali suggested that I share this draft with you.  I would greatly 

appreciate any comments you might have.   

 

We are presently expanding our Board of Directors.  Would you be interested 

in becoming a member?  With your many years of dedicated work for peace 

and justice, you would be a valuable addition.  The Board meets twice a 

year, often in Washington, D.C., but on October 13 and 14 we will have our 

fall meeting in Atlanta where we will confer with people from the Carter 

Center and the Martin Luther King Center on issues of ethnic conflict abroad 

and nonviolent responses. 

 

If you don't have the time, can you suggest someone else from the New York 

area? 

 



Some background material about Methodists United for Peace with Justice is 

enclosed.  

 

With best regards, 

 

 

 

 

Howard W. Hallman 

Chair, Board of Directors 
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