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Ezekiel Cooper Collection
1799-1839
0.63 cubic feet

drew.ms.2379

The purpose of this finding aid is to help you understand the nature of this collection and to assist you
in the retrieval of material from this collection. The following pages contain a brief biographical history
of the person, or persons, who created or collected these papers, followed by a general description of the
collection in the scope and content note. If more detailed information is warranted then series descriptions
also appear. The container listing appears last and is the listing of material in each box, or container, of
this collection. To request material you need to turn to the container listing section. It is essentially a
listing of file folders, or artifact items, in the collection. Each folder, or item, has a call number associated
with it. Each folder also lists the inclusive dates of the material in the folder. On the material request
form list both the call number and the folder, or item, title. Use a different line for each folder, or item,
requested. When your request sheet is complete, or full, bring it to the archivist and the material will be
retrieved.

Biographical Note
Ezekiel Cooper (1763 -1847) was born in Maryland on February 22, 1763. He was converted under the
preaching of the Freeborn Garrettson. Soon after, Cooper believed he had a call to preach. Garrettson
appointed him to be class leader in the Talbot Circuit in Maryland. Later, in 1784, Asbury appointed him
to the Carolina circuit His traveling eventually took him from Boston to Charleston, South Carolina.

Cooper succeeded John Dickins as book steward, or publisher, in 1798, remaining in that position until
1808. He frequently became involved in church controversies. For instance, he was an advocate for the
election of presiding elders and the full participation of lay delegates in the General Conference of the
church.

After his service as book steward, Cooper returned to circuit preaching. He located in 1816, and in 1824
was retired by the Philadelphia Annual Conference. Cooper died on February 21, 1847.

Scope Note
The Ezekiel Cooper collection consists of three undated manuscript notebooks which are a compilation
of sermons and sermon outlines. There are two manuscript sermons, one is an incomplete ordination
sermon delivered in 1815 at the Philadelphia Conference and the second sermon was preached February
9, 1817 at Wesley Chapel, Dover, Delaware, which was published by The Reverend Daniel Fidler. There
is an unused check book as well as copy of several pages from a check book dating from 1799 through
180?. Also, included are three photographs. Two are of Ezekiel Cooper and one of his nephew, Ignatious
Cooper. There is a large collection of letters and notes (1799 - 1839) which include a manuscript on the
subject of the Constitutional Power of the General Conference over the Episcopacy.

Arrangement
Material has been arranged in the following manner. The material is arranged by record type and date.

Access Restrictions
There are no restrictions regarding this collection. Copyright still owned by Drew University. Permissions
to publish must be directed to Drew University.
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When citing material from this collection please use the following format: Direct reference to the item
or its file folder, Ezekiel Cooper Collection, Drew University Methodist Collection, Drew University,
Madison, New Jersey. Do not make use of the item's call number as that is not a stable descriptor.

Index Terms

Subject Names - Corporate
Methodist Episcopal Church

Subject Names - Personal

Subject Topics
Ministry
Publishers
Circuit riders

Subject Geographic
United States

Genre
Notebooks
Photographs
Sermons
Correspondence

Occupations
Minister

Added Names - Persons
Cooper, Ignatious
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Container List

Call Number Folder Title Date(s)
2127-3-2:1 Notebooks 1785-1792
2127-3-2:2 Notebook Undated
2127-3-2:3 Sermons Undated
2127-3-2:4 Checkbook Register 1799-1801
2127-3-2:5 Letters and Notes 1799-1839
2127-3-2:6 Photographs and Book Plate Undated
2127-1-4:1 Oversize Letters and Notes 1801-1828


