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The purpose of this finding aid is to help you understand the nature of this collection and to assist you in
the retrieval of material from this collection. The following pages contain a brief biographical history of
the person, or persons, who created or collected these papers; followed by a general description of the
collection in the scope and content note. If more detailed information is warranted then series descriptions
also appear.
The container listing appears last and is the listing of material in each box, or container, of this collection.
To request material you need to turn to the container listing section. It is essentially a listing of file
folders, or artifact items, in the collection. Each folder, or item, has a call number associated with it. Each
folder also lists the inclusive dates of the material in the folder. On the material request form list both the
call number and the folder, or item, title. Use a different line for each folder, or item, requested. When
your request sheet is complete, or full, bring it to the archivist and the material will be retrieved.

Biographical Note
Luke Tyerman (1820-1889), British Wesleyan Methodist, was born on February 26, 1820, at
Osmotherley, near Thirsk, Yorkshire. Tyerman entered the ministry in 1844. His preaching was decidedly
anti-Roman Catholic. By 1864, bad health forced him from the active ministry whereupon he turned his
focus to study Methodist history. H. Morley Rattenbury, in his article on Tyerman in the Encyclopedia of
World Methodism, sums up his scholarship by noting, “Although much had been written about
eighteenth-century Methodism before his time, Tyerman was the first historian to produce serious,
scholarly biographies of John Wesley, George Whitefield, and John Fletcher . . . His publications
included Life and Times of the Reverend Samuel Wesley, Life and Times of the Reverend John Wesley,
The Oxford Methodists, Life of George Whitefield and Wesley’s Designated Successor.” Tyerman died
in March 1889.

Scope Note
The bulk of the Tyerman collection is made up of seven bound, handwritten manuscripts on the lives of
John and Samuel Wesley. There are six large volumes that make up the John Wesley biography and one
large volume for Samuel Wesley. A note in the first John Wesley volume states that the manuscript has
double the information than the printed set. Tyerman’s correspondence and a clipping make up the last
folder in the collection.

Arrangement
Material has been arranged in the following manner. Material is arranged by record type.

Related Materials

Access Restrictions
There are no restrictions regarding this collection. Copyright still owned by Drew. Permissions to publish
must be directed to Drew..

Restrictions on Use
Detailed use restrictions relating to our collections can be requested from the office of the archivist at the
General Commission on Archives and History. Photocopying is handled by the staff and may be limited
in certain instances. Before using any material for publication from this collection a formal request for
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permission to publish is expected and required.

Preferred Citation
When citing material from this collection please use the following format: Direct reference to the item or
its file folder, John and Samuel Wesley Biographies, Methodist Collection - Drew University, Madison,
New Jersey. Do not make use of the item's call number as that is not a stable descriptor.

Index Terms

Subject Topics
Biographies

Subject Geographic
England

Genre
Clippings
Correspondence
Manuscripts

Subject - Corporate Names
Wesleyan Methodist Church

Guide to the John and Samuel Wesley Biographies

General Commisson on Archives and History
Madison, New Jersey

Page 2



Container List

Call Number Folder Title Date(s)
2143-5-1:1 Documents 1852-1889
2143-5-1:2 Manuscripts - Life and Times of The Rev. Samuel Wesley 1866
2143-5-2:1 Manuscripts - Life and Times of John Wesley - Vol. I. Pt. I. 1870
2143-5-2:2 Manuscripts - Life and Times of John Wesley - Vol. I. Pt. II. 1870
2143-5-3:1 Manuscripts - Life and Times of John Wesley - Vol.II. Pt. I. 1870
2143-5-3:2 Manuscripts - Life and Times of John Wesley - Vol.II. Pt. II. 1870
2143-5-4:1 Manuscripts - Life and Times of John Wesley - Vol. III. Pt. I. 1870
2143-5-4:2 Manuscripts - Life and Times of John Wesley - Vol. III. Pt. II. 1870
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