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The purpose of this finding aid is to help you understand the nature of this collection and to assist you in
the retrieval of material from this collection. The following pages contain a brief biographical history of
the person, or persons, who created or collected these papers; followed by a general description of the
collection in the scope and content note. If more detailed information is warranted then series descriptions
also appear.
The container listing appears last and is the listing of material in each box, or container, of this collection.
To request material you need to turn to the container listing section. It is essentially a listing of file
folders, or artifact items, in the collection. Each folder, or item, has a call number associated with it. Each
folder also lists the inclusive dates of the material in the folder. On the material request form list both the
call number and the folder, or item, title. Use a different line for each folder, or item, requested. When
your request sheet is complete, or full, bring it to the archivist and the material will be retrieved.

Biographical Note
Gertrude A. Vanderbeck (1882-1977), Methodist business woman, was born in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, 1882, to Thomas and Harriett Vanderbeck. Gertrude never married but remained close to
her brother Frank. At some point in her life there was a move to New York City where she would spend
most of her adult years. Gertrude became a successful business woman while working for a New York
City law firm. There were a few business related organizations focused on women that Vanderbeck
chaired. Religion was a major component of her life. She became active in Madison Avenue, St. James
and Christ Church Methodist churches. Gertrude died on August 16, 1977 and buried in Philadelphia.

Scope Note
Vanderbeck’s papers primarily focus on her immediate family which includes her father and brother.
Photographs and travel postcards make up the bulk of the records. Some of the photographs document her
church participation and vacations with family and friends. Other photographs, along with letters and
certificates, represent various life milestones of her family’s history. Two historical gems can be found
with the correspondence where her father, Thomas, writes about the United States participation in the
Spanish-American War.

Arrangement
Material has been arranged in the following manner. Material is arranged by record type.

Access Restrictions
There are no restrictions regarding this collection. Copyright still owned by Drew. Permissions to publish
must be directed to Drew.

Restrictions on Use
Detailed use restrictions relating to our collections can be requested from the office of the archivist at the
General Commission on Archives and History. Photocopying is handled by the staff and may be limited
in certain instances. Before using any material for publication from this collection a formal request for
permission to publish is expected and required.

Preferred Citation
When citing material from this collection please use the following format: Direct reference to the item or
its file folder, Gertrude A. Vanderbeck Papers, Methodist Collection - Drew University, Madison, New
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Jersey. Do not make use of the item's call number as that is not a stable descriptor.

Index Terms

Subject Topics
Family
Local church
Spanish-American War
Women

Subject Geographic
New Jersey
New York (N.Y.)
Pennsylvania

Genre
Certificates
Correspondence
Diplomas
Negatives
Photographs
Postcards

Subject - Personal Names
Vanderbeck, Frank

Additional Creators - Personal Names
Vanderbeck, Thomas
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Container List

Call Number Folder Title Date(s)
2141-4-7:1 Business and Professional Woman's Club, The 1923
2141-4-7:2 Certificates and Programs 1867-1922
2141-4-7:3 Correspondence 1898-1960
2141-4-7:4 Tribute 1977
2141-4-7:5 Miscellaneous 1932-1946
2141-4-7:6 Postcards 1901-1952
2141-4-7:8 Photographs - Family 1854-1967
2141-4-7:9 Photographs - Friends 1911-1964
2141-4-7:10 Photographs - Vacations 1952-1962
2141-4-7:11 Photographs - Negatives Undated
2141-4-7:7 Photographs - Churches Undated

Guide to the Gertrude A. Vanderbeck Papers

General Commisson on Archives and History
Madison, New Jersey

Page 3


	Beginning of Finding Aid
	Introduction to this Finding Aid
	Biographical Note
	Scope Note
	Arrangement
	Access Restrictions
	Restrictions on Use
	Preferred Citation
	Index Terms
	Container Listings

