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The purpose of this finding aid is to help you understand the nature of this collection and to assist you in
the retrieval of material from this collection. The following pages contain a brief biographical history of
the person, or persons, who created or collected these papers, followed by a general description of the
collection in the scope and content note. If more detailed information is warranted then series descriptions
also appear. The container listing appears last and is the listing of material in each box, or container, of
this collection.
To request material you need to turn to the container listing section. It is essentially a listing of file
folders, or artifact items, in the collection. Each folder, or item, has a call number associated with it. Each
folder also lists the inclusive dates of the material in the folder. On the material request form list both the
call number and the folder, or item, title. Use a different line for each folder, or item, requested. When
your request sheet is complete, or full, bring it to the archivist and the material will be retrieved.

Biographical Note
Richard Wheatley (1831- 1909), Methodist Episcopal Church minister, spent many of his years actively
involved in the New York Annual Conference. He was born near York, England, on July 14, 1831. He
began his work in the New York Annual Conference in 1854 and continued to be actively involved until
his death. He married Laura, daughter of John Hawk, of Hancock, New York, on May 8, 1858. In 1899,
he was designated Conference historian and held this position until 1906. Wheatley made many
contributions to literary publications. He published The Life and Letters of Mrs. Phoebe Palmer, The
Biographic Encyclopedia of the New England States in the Nineteenth Century, a History of the World
from the Creation to the Close of the Middle Ages, and Cathedrals and Abbeys in Great Britain. He was
also the author of The Centennial History of the New York Conference and A History of the Churches
Composing the New York Conference. He died on June 10, 1909, in Cold Spring, New York.

Scope Note
This collection contains an incomplete, handwritten version one of the books that Reverend Wheatley
authored - The Centennial History of the New York Conference. This material normal contains four
volumes. Though this version is missing the second volume, the collection does contain the first, third,
and fourth volumes.

Arrangement
Material has been arranged in the following manner. Materials arranged by record type.

Access Restrictions
There are no restrictions regarding this collection. Copyright still owned by Drew. Permissions to publish
must be directed to Drew.

Restrictions on Use
Detailed use restrictions relating to our collections can be requested from the office of the archivist at the
General Commission on Archives and History. Photocopying is handled by the staff and may be limited
in certain instances. Before using any material for publication from this collection a formal request for
permission to publish is expected and required.

Preferred Citation
When citing material from this collection please use the following format: Direct reference to the item or
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its file folder, Richard Wheatley Papers, Methodist Collection - Drew University, Madison, New Jersey.
Do not make use of the item's call number as that is not a stable descriptor.

Subject Terms

Subject Names - Corporate
Methodist Episcopal Church

Subject Topics
Churches, Methodist
Church history-19th century
Missions
Slavery
Women.

Subject Geographic
United States.

Genre
Scrapbooks.

Occupations
Minister.
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Container List

Call Number Folder Title Date(s)
2143-3-5:1 Volume I of Centennial History of the New York Conference 1901
2143-3-5:2 Volume III of Centennial History of the New York Conference 1902
2143-3-5:3 Volume IV of Centennial History of the New York Conference 1903-1904

Guide to the Richard Wheatley Papers

General Commisson on Archives and History
Madison, New Jersey

Page 3


	Beginning of Finding Aid
	Introduction to this Finding Aid
	 Biographical  Note
	Scope Note
	Arrangement
	 Access Restrictions
	Restrictions on Use
	Preferred Citation
	Subject Terms
	Container Listings

