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The purpose of this finding aid is to help you understand the nature of this collection and to assist you in
the retrieval of material from this collection. The following pages contain a brief biographical history of
the person, or persons, who created or collected these papers, followed by a general description of the
collection in the scope and content note. If more detailed information is warranted then series descriptions
also appear. The container listing appears last and is the listing of material in each box, or container, of
this collection. To request material you need to turn to the container listing section. It is essentially a
listing of file folders, or artifact items, in the collection. Each folder, or item, has a call number associated
with it. Each folder also lists the inclusive dates of the material in the folder. On the material request form
list both the call number and the folder, or item, title. Use a different line for each folder, or item,
requested. When your request sheet is complete, or full, bring it to the archivist and the material will be
retrieved.

Biographical Note
Joseph Hartwell (1816-1899), American minister, was born in Summit, New York, September 22, 1816.
He was licensed to exhort at age 16 and to preach at age 18.

Hartwell joined the Oneida Annual Conference in 1838. After serving several appointments, he was
appointed presiding elder (district superintendent) of the Auburn District in 1852.

Some time in 1853 Hartwell became the financial secretary of Northwestern University in Evanston,
Illinois. In 1855 he organized the Northwestern Church Extension Society based in Chicago. He served as
the society's financial secretary and field agent. The purpose of the Society was to provide low interest
loans to help build Methodist churches and parsonages. While the Society would raise the funds, the loans
were actually distributed through the annual conference. He traveled around the Midwest, organizing
church extension societies in nearly all the Conferences related to the Chicago Church Extension Society.

Through this ministry Hartwell raised thousands of dollars, secured donations of land for parsonages and
church buildings. He prepared the way for the organization of the General Society of Church Extension
which occurred at the General Conference of 1864. He was married twice, first to Sarah A. Peacock, and
second to Sarah A. Rood. Hartwell died in Binghamton, New York on November 13, 1899.

Scope Note
This collection consists of four personal Diaries for 1854, 1855, 1856, and 1857. These diaries reflect
Hartwell's extensive travel in the cause of Church Extension.

There is an extensive and varied scrapbook covering the major part of his ministerial life. The first two
pages give a brief history of the founding of the Northwestern Church Extension Society and the
constitution of that organization. In addition, there is a hand-written constitution of the Southeastern
Church Extension of the Methodist Episcopal Church. There is also a newsclipping of the Wisconsin
Conference Church Extension Society, which is noted as the first such report ever given in the Church to
any of its Conferences. It was given September 6, 1855. The scrapbook contains a limited number of
letters from persons who were involved with Church Extension, namely, A.D. Field, A. J. Kynett, J. S.
David, L. L. Keen, J. M. Buckley, Bishop Edward Ames, and Bishop Matthew Simpson. The
correspondence with Simpson pertains to Hartwell's interest in gaining support for Church Extension by
the general church. The scrapbook has a large collection of articles from the Northwestern Christian
Advocate written by Hartwell on a variety topics. There is an article in the Northern Christian Advocate,
May 9, 1900, The Beginnings of Church Extension in the Methodist Episcopal Church by Addison
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Wilbur Hayes which includes a photo of Joseph Hartwell.

Arrangement
Material has been arranged in the following manner. Due to the limited volume of the records, there are
no series or subseries in the arrangement. Instead the records are arranged by record type.

Access Restrictions
There are no restrictions regarding this collection. Copyright still owned by Drew. Permissions to publish
must be directed to Drew.

Restrictions on Use
Detailed use restrictions relating to our collections can be requested from the office of the archivist at the
General Commission on Archives and History. Photocopying is handled by the staff and may be limited
in certain instances. Before using any material for publication from this collection a formal request for
permission to publish is expected and required.

Preferred Citation
When citing material from this collection please use the following format: Direct reference to the item or
its file folder, Joseph Hartwell Collection, Methodist Collection - Drew University, Madison, New Jersey.
Do not make use of the item's call number as that is not a stable descriptor.

Subject Terms

Additonal Creators - Personal
Ames, E. R.
Simpson, Matthew.

Subject Names - Corporate
Northwestern University

Subject Topics
District superintendents (Methodist)
Home Missions.

Subject Geographic
Illinois
New York (State).

Genre
Correspondence.

Occupations
District Superintendent.
Minister
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Container List

Call Number Folder Title Date(s)
2128-3-1:1 Letter 1872
2128-3-1:2 Diary 1854
2128-3-1:3 Diary 1855
2128-3-1:4 Diary 1856
2128-3-1:5 Diary 1857
2128-3-2:1 Scrapbook Undated
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