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The purpose of this finding aid is to help you understand the nature of this collection and to assist you
in the retrieval of material from this collection. The following pages contain a brief biographical history
of the person, or persons, who created or collected these papers, followed by a general description of the
collection in the scope and content note. If more detailed information is warranted then series descriptions
also appear. The container listing appears last and is the listing of material in each box, or container, of
this collection. To request material you need to turn to the container listing section. It is essentially a
listing of file folders, or artifact items, in the collection. Each folder, or item, has a call number associated
with it. Each folder also lists the inclusive dates of the material in the folder. On the material request
form list both the call number and the folder, or item, title. Use a different line for each folder, or item,
requested. When your request sheet is complete, or full, bring it to the archivist and the material will be
retrieved.

Biographical Note
Born in Baltimore, Maryland in 1867, Laura Marsden White was a missionary to China for about 43 years
of her life. Her work there included teaching, translating, writing, editing a magazine, and organizing
schools.

Before her work as a missionary, White taught in public schools in Philadelphia for five years, then
attended Wellesley and Chicago Training School, graduating in 1890 with a B.H.

She sailed for China in 1891 under the auspices of the Philadelphia branch of the Woman's Foreign
Missionary Society, and taught school in Chinkiang. Then in 1907 she moved to Nanking, where she was
given the task of turning the school there into a college. In 1912, the first building for the junior college
in Nanking was dedicated. In 1915, this school merged with several different denominational mission
institutions to become Ginling College.

White was chosen in 1912 by the Christian Literature Society in China to edit The Woman's Messenger,
one of the first missionary literary projects developed for women. In 1915, she moved to Shanghai to
work full-time with the Christian Literature Society. White retired from mission work in 1934, and died
in 1937.

Scope and Content Note
This accession contains two brief letters from White, seven books in Chinese, and one in Arabic. Six of
the books are bound with wooden covers with continuous folding pages. There is also a handwritten piece
in English entitled "Translation of a Chinese Love Letter."

Arrangement
Material has been arranged in the following manner. Arranged by record type.

Related Material
Mission Biographical Reference Files

Access Restrictions
No restrictions.
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Use Access
Detailed use restrictions relating to our collections can be requested from the office of the archivist at the
General Commission on Archives and History. Photocopying is handled by the staff and may be limited
in certain instances. Before using any material for publication from this collection a formal request for
permission to publish is expected and required.

Preferred Citation
When citing material from this collection please use the following format: Direct reference to the item or
its file folder, NAME OF COLLECTION, United Methodist Church Archives - GCAH, Madison, New
Jersey. Do not make use of the item's call number as that is not a stable descriptor.

Index Terms

Subject Terms
Missions

Geographic Terms
China
Pennsylvania

Subject Names - Corporate Bodies
Methodist Episcopal Church

Genre Terms
Books
Correspondence

Table of Contents



Laura Marsden White Papers

General Commisson on Archives and History
Madison, New Jersey

Page 3

Container List

Call Number Folder Title Date(s)
1551-4-7:01 Letters from White Undated
 
1551-4-7:02 "Translation of Chinese Love Letter" Undated
 
1551-4-7:03 Chinese Book Undated
 
1551-4-7:04 Chinese Book Undated
 
1551-4-7:05 Chinese Book Undated
 
1551-4-7:06 Chinese Book Undated
 
1551-4-7:07 Chinese Book Undated
 
1551-4-7:08 Chinese Book Undated
 
1551-4-7:09 Chinese Book Undated
 
1551-4-7:10 Arabic Book Undated
 


