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The purpose of this finding aid is to help you understand the nature of this collection and to assist you in
the retrieval of material from this collection. The following pages contain a brief biographical history of
the person, or persons, who created or collected these papers; followed by a general description of the
collection in the scope and content note. If more detailed information is warranted then series descriptions
also appear.
The container listing appears last and is the listing of material in each box, or container, of this collection.
To request material you need to turn to the container listing section. It is essentially a listing of file
folders, or artifact items, in the collection. Each folder, or item, has a call number associated with it. Each
folder also lists the inclusive dates of the material in the folder. On the material request form list both the
call number and the folder, or item, title. Use a different line for each folder, or item, requested. When
your request sheet is complete, or full, bring it to the archivist and the material will be retrieved.

History Note
The National Radio Pulpit became the premier Protestant religious radio broadcast program in the United
States. Its genesis was originally spread out geographically across the country when mainline Protestant
churches were trying to break into the airwaves with their message. The most direct root, however, came
in the form of a Brooklyn pastor named Dr. S. Parker Cadman who broadcasted the first sermon on May
3, 1923 on WEAF. The program was an immediate success and became a staple shortly thereafter in the
newly formed National Broadcasting Company with its New York City flag station WNBC which WEAF
became a part of at its creation. There were a number of notable ministers who aired sermons on the
program over the years. Perhaps the most notable minister would be Ralph Sockman, minister of Christ
Church, Methodist, in New York City. Sockman took over as the featured speaker for the program after
Cadman died in 1936. By 1962, the program came to an end around the same time when Sockman retired
from Christ Church.

Scope Note
The contents of both bound volumes contain individual transcripts of 1936-1940 broadcasts by notable
mid-twentieth century Protestant ministers. These transcripts are arranged by theological, news and social
science topics. The first sets of transcripts are Walter W. Van Kirk's "Religion in the News" broadcasts
from April 10, 1937 to March 25, 1939. Following Van Kirk's are a series of transcripts under the broad
category called Vespers with specific subsets beneath it. Here we have multiple broadcasts from
distinguished ministers such as Fosdick, Sockman, Stamm, Kinsolving, Peale, Walton and Goodell. These
men represented a cross-section of American Protestantism addressing the spiritual needs of its listener.
There were times when the National Radio Pulpit rebroadcast radio programs originally produced by a
denomination. An example found in this collection would be Paul Erhman Scherer's series for the
Lutheran Laymen's Radio Committee. There are other serial broadcasts outside the Vespers designation
as well. Some of Ralph Sockman's broadcasts serves as an example.

Arrangement
Material has been arranged in the following manner. Material is arranged by volumes.

Related Material
Ralph Washington Sockman Papers.

Records of the United Methodist Church General Board of Higher Education and Ministry.
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Ivan Lee Holt Papers.

Harold Augustus Bosley Papers.

Access Restrictions
No restrictions.

Restrictions on Use
Detailed use restrictions relating to our collections can be requested from the office of the archivist at the
General Commission on Archives and History. Photocopying is handled by the staff and may be limited
in certain instances. Before using any material for publication from this collection a formal request for
permission to publish is expected and required.

Preferred Citation
When citing material from this collection please use the following format: Direct reference to the item or
its file folder, Transcript Name, National Radio Pulpit Sermon Transcripts, Drew University Methodist
Collection - GCAH, Madison, New Jersey. Do not make use of the items call number as that is not a
stable descriptor.

Index Terms

Subject Names - Person
Bell, C. M.
Fosdick, Harry Emerson
Freeman, James E.
Goodell, Charles L.
Hanzsche, William Thomson
Kemper, Clarence W.
Kinsolving, Arthur Lee
Meekins, Isaac
Molienauer, Ernest J.
Newton, Joseph Fort
Palmer, Albert W.
Peale, Norman Vincent
Poteat, Edwin McNeill
Scherer, Paul
Smith, Roy L.
Sockman, Ralph Washington
Stamm, Frederick K.
Van Kirk, William W.
Walton, Alfred Grant

Subject Terms
Church and social problems
Church and the world
Radio programs

Geographic Terms
United States

Genre Terms
Sermons
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Transcripts
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Container List

Call Number Folder Title Date(s)
2128-7-6:1 Sermon Transcripts 1937-1939
2128-7-6:2 Sermon Transcripts 1936-1940
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