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The purpose of this finding aid is to help you understand the nature of this collection and to assist you
in the retrieval of material from this collection. The following pages contain a brief biographical history
of the person, or persons, who created or collected these papers, followed by a general description of the
collection in the scope and content note. If more detailed information is warranted then series descriptions
also appear. The container listing appears last and is the listing of material in each box, or container, of
this collection. To request material you need to turn to the container listing section. It is essentially a
listing of file folders, or artifact items, in the collection. Each folder, or item, has a call number associated
with it. Each folder also lists the inclusive dates of the material in the folder. On the material request
form list both the call number and the folder, or item, title. Use a different line for each folder, or item,
requested. When your request sheet is complete, or full, bring it to the archivist and the material will be
retrieved.

Biographical Note
Winslow Wilson (1912-1997), Methodist Episcopal Church minister, was born in St. Paul, Minnesota
on May 6, 1912. His parents were devoted members of the Dayton's Bluff Methodist Episcopal Church.
He lived in St. Paul through college where he attended Hamline University and served as a member of
the Methodist Federation for Social Action. He then attended the Boston School of Theology, where
he graduated in 1936 and was subsequently ordained into the Minnesota Conference. Wilson served
as pastor at churches in Kellogg and Brownsdale, Minnesota, as well as Cumberland, Superior, Black
Falls, and La Crosse, Wisconsin. He served as a District Superintendent in 1960-66 and again in 1972-75.
Wilson also served on the Wisconsin Annual Conference Program Staff from 1968-72, along with The
United Methodist General Board of Social Concerns. Wilson helped establish the Pine Lake Methodist
Church Camp, a spiritual retreat in Wisconsin. As a conscientious objector, Wilson served a year and
one day in the Federal Correctional Institution of Sandstone, Minnesota after he refused to register for
the draft. Following his release he remained an active pacifist, participating in numerous protests against
the Vietnam War. Wilson belonged to the International Fellowship of Reconciliation for more than sixty
years and attained the level of 32nd degree Mason. Wilson died on May 17, 1997 at Meriter Hospital in
Madison, Wisconsin after a brief illness.

Scope and Content Note
This collection contains information pertaining to the personal and professional life of Winslow Wilson.
This file contains several autobiographies, his meditations and personal diary from prison which express
his religious and conscientious objector views, personal and professional correspondence pertaining to his
sentencing and beliefs, newspapers clippings, publications from his imprisonment, as well as Bible study
notes during and after his sentence.

Arrangement
Material has been arranged in the following manner. Arranged in Winslow's original order.

Related Material
Ammon Hennacy Papers- University of Utah

Access Restrictions
There are no restrictions on this collection.
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Use Access
Detailed use restrictions relating to our collections can be requested from the office of the archivist at the
General Commission on Archives and History. Photocopying is handled by the staff and may be limited
in certain instances. Before using any material for publication from this collection a formal request for
permission to publish is expected and required.

Preferred Citation
When citing material from this collection please use the following format: Direct reference to the item
or its file folder, Winslow Wilson Papers, United Methodist Church Archives - GCAH, Madison, New
Jersey. Do not make use of the item's call number as that is not a stable descriptor.

Index Terms
Occupations

Subject Terms
Conscientious objectors
Methodist Episcopal Church
Ministry
World War, 1939-1945

Geographic Terms
Illinois
Minnesota
Wisconsin

Genre Terms
Clippings
Correspondence
Diaries
Journals
Photographs
Sermons

Added Names - Persons
Boss, Charles Frederick, Jr.
Cushman, Ralph Spaulding
Hennacy, Ammon Ashford
Lee, Edward
Muste, Abraham Johannes
Nesmith, Newton Hall
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Container List

Call Number Folder Title Date(s)
1588-2-3:1 Miscellaneous 1961-1963
 
1588-2-3:2 The Gist Publication 1941
 
1588-2-3:3 Personal Writing 1989-1997
 
1588-2-3:4 Table of Contents 1941-1997
 
1588-2-3:5 Early Thinking 1940
 
1588-2-3:6 Clippings 1940-1941
 
1588-2-3:7 Official Correspondence 1940-1949
 
1588-2-3:8 Anti-Letters 1940-1942
 
1588-2-3:9 Pro-letters 1940-1941
 
1588-2-3:10 Post-prison Correspondence 1941-1942
 
1588-2-3:11 Correspondence from fellow prisoners 1941-1943
 
1588-2-4:1 Miscellaneous 1944
 
1588-2-4:2 General Correspondence 1941
 
1588-2-4:3 Correspondence to Maxine Wilson 1941
 
1588-2-4:4 Correspondence from Maxine Wilson 1941
 
1588-2-4:5 Correspondence from Family 1941
 
1588-2-4:6 Daily Prison Diary 1941
 
1588-2-4:7 Meditations 1941
 


