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The purpose of this finding aid is to help you understand the nature of this collection and to assist you in
the retrieval of material from this collection. The following pages contain a brief biographical history of
the person, or persons, who created or collected these papers; followed by a general description of the
collection in the scope and content note. If more detailed information is warranted then series descriptions
also appear.
The container listing appears last and is the listing of material in each box, or container, of this collection.
To request material you need to turn to the container listing section. It is essentially a listing of file
folders, or artifact items, in the collection. Each folder, or item, has a call number associated with it. Each
folder also lists the inclusive dates of the material in the folder. On the material request form list both the
call number and the folder, or item, title. Use a different line for each folder, or item, requested. When
your request sheet is complete, or full, bring it to the archivist and the material will be retrieved.

History Note
Class tickets or membership tickets are small cards used in early Methodism in both England and
America to identify members of the Methodist societies. They were first issued only to members of the
Bands, but later to every acceptable member of the societies. Originally the tickets bore simply a date, a
scripture text and the member’s name. Later they became a little more elaborate and included the name of
the preacher or minister issuing the ticket and sometimes the name of the society or church. In England
they were issued by John Wesley or one of his assistants and in America by the circuit preacher. As early
as 1741 Wesley was issuing these identifying tickets, probably in his own handwriting, at Bristol. In
1820, apparently tickets were issued to attend Love Feasts as well.

Scope Note
A collection of class tickets from local churches in the Methodist Episcopal Church, Wesleyan Methodist
Society, Primitive Methodist Church, Methodist Church and United Methodist Church.

Arrangement
Material has been arranged in the following manner. Material is arranged by denomination and record
type.

Related Materials
William Lutton Class Tickets

Access Restrictions
No restrictions.

Restrictions on Use
Detailed use restrictions relating to our collections can be requested from the office of the archivist at the
General Commission on Archives and History. Photocopying is handled by the staff and may be limited
in certain instances. Before using any material for publication from this collection a formal request for
permission to publish is expected and required.

Preferred Citation
When citing material from this collection please use the following format: Direct reference to the item or
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its file folder, Methodist Class Tickets, Methodist Collection - Drew University, Madison, New Jersey.
Do not make use of the item's call number as that is not a stable descriptor.

Index Terms

Subject Topics
Church history-18th century
Church history-18th century
Church history-19th century
Church history-20th century
Church meetings

Subject Geographic
England
United States

Genre
Class Tickets

Additional Creators - Corporate Names
Methodist Church (U.S.)
Primitive Methodist Church in the United States of America
United Methodist Free Churches
Wesleyan Methodist Society
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Container List

Call Number Folder Title Date(s)
2141-4-5:1 Methodist Episcopal Church - Class Tickets 1769-1860
2141-4-5:2 Methodist Episcopal Church - Love Feast Tickets 1797-1880
2141-4-5:3 Methodist Church, The 1951-1960
2141-4-5:4 Methodist Society in the City of New York - Stellwellite Group 1821-1829
2141-4-5:5 Primitive Methodist Connexion 1863-1868
2141-4-5:6 Primitive Methodist Church 1858
2141-4-5:7 United Methodist Free Churches 1863-1966
2141-4-5:8 Wesleyan Methodist Society - Folder 1 1819-1862
2141-4-5:10 Reproductions 1759-1857
2141-4-5:11 Miscellaneous 1794-1863
2141-4-5:12 Love Feast Tickets - John Street UMC 1971
2141-4-5:9 Wesleyan Methodist Society - Folder 2 1823-1930
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