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The purpose of this finding aid is to help you understand the nature of this collection and to assist you in
the retrieval of material from this collection. The following pages contain a brief biographical history of
the person, or persons, who created or collected these papers; followed by a general description of the
collection in the scope and content note. If more detailed information is warranted then series descriptions
also appear.
The container listing appears last and is the listing of material in each box, or container, of this collection.
To request material you need to turn to the container listing section. It is essentially a listing of file
folders, or artifact items, in the collection. Each folder, or item, has a call number associated with it. Each
folder also lists the inclusive dates of the material in the folder. On the material request form list both the
call number and the folder, or item, title. Use a different line for each folder, or item, requested. When
your request sheet is complete, or full, bring it to the archivist and the material will be retrieved.

Biographical Note
Thomas MacFarlan (?-1866), Methodist Episcopal Church Local Methodist Preacher and business man,
lived and worked in the New York City area. He was elected President of the Local Preacher’s Society
in1857. MacFarlan often worked with ministries outside of his local church on both sides of the ethnic
divide. These ministries included Chaplain of the Colored Home on 65th Street near 2nd Avenue and the
Association for the Benefit of Colored Orphans. Because of his success in business, MacFarlan served on
the New York City’s Commissioner of Deeds and a Notary of the Public. It was during this time he
helped to manage the Stuyvesant family estate.

Scope Note
The 1857 diary is a day to day account of a man whose deep spirituality informed his faith and business
practices. Set in the Great Panic of the same year, we see how MacFarlan continued his robust practice of
visitations and preaching while his business began to have one reversal after another. The diary
illuminates his important status within the New York City business sector with frequent visitors of
national and area renown. There are some glimpses into his family life, especially his relationship with
the sons as they try to find their way in the world of commerce.

Arrangement
Material has been arranged in the following manner. Material is arranged by record type.

Access Restrictions
There are no restrictions regarding this collection. Copyright still owned by Drew. Permissions to publish
must be directed to Drew.

Restrictions on Use
Detailed use restrictions relating to our collections can be requested from the office of the archivist at the
General Commission on Archives and History. Photocopying is handled by the staff and may be limited
in certain instances. Before using any material for publication from this collection a formal request for
permission to publish is expected and required.

Preferred Citation
WWhen citing material from this collection please use the following format: Direct reference to the item
or its file folder, Thomas MacFarlan Diary, Methodist Collection - Drew University, Madison, New
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Jersey. Do not make use of the item's call number as that is not a stable descriptor.

Index Terms

Subject Topics
Business
Ministry

Subject Geographic
New York (N.Y.)

Genre
Biographies
Diaries

Subject - Personal Names
Fish, Hamilton, 1808-1893

Subject - Corporate Names
Methodist Episcopal Church
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Container List

Call Number Folder Title Date(s)
2144-3-1:1 Diary 1857
2144-3-1:2 Supporting Documents 2012
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